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ON the twcnty-fixth of Jaaiiury 1:5739-9 a. d. 1573* 
parliament met at £dinj>urghj aiad (qORr of^*sS£ 
firmed Morton's regency : bttt miade it lawful ^ ?^** 
for themfelves, in cafe of another vaCaiuiy 
during the king's minority, to cle£): any of his 
majefty's party^ profeffiog tbq true religijOJi^ 
regent An ad pafled. That na papifts iikoul4 
be reputed loyal fubjefts to the king^^ biit ^ 
punifhed as rebels: and that aU (bdb fli$ pD0h 
fefled the true religion^ and yet tc^hftood the 
king's authority, ihould be. lyaraed by thdk 
teachers to ackxiowkdge their yefieace, and rcK 
turn to their obedience ; wjbi^^ if they refuA 

Ba ^^> 
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A. V. 1573. gj^ jjjgy ^gre to be cut off from the fociety of 
the church, as corrupted members^. The par- 
liament then breaking up, a friendly deputa* 
tion met at Perth, confifting of the earl of 
Argyle, ndw adfing as lord chancellor, the earl 
of Montrofe, the lords Ruthven and Boyd, 
Pitcairn, who was fecretary of ftate, and Sir 
John Ballenden, on the regent's part ; and the 
earl of Huntley^ with the abbot of Arbroath, 
I^^rrapp^rent tbthejipke of Cllatleheraut, oil 
the part of the queen. On the twenty-third 
of February thefe deputies came to the follow- 
iPjE^Spjifliifton^^ 

That all perfons; comprehended in the pre- 
fent treaty, viz. the adherents of the houfe of 
Hamilton, and. followers of Huntley, fliallpro- 
fefs the true religion as by law eftablifhed, and 
maintain its preachers and profefTors againft all 
feppibnehts, ' efpecially againft the - confederate* 
tJfthe couflfeflof Trent. 
I- Second, That the earl of Huntley and lord 
J6hn Hamilton, for themfelves and depen- 
ydritd, fiiall fdbmit to the king, arid to the go- 
tt«^6inent-'t>f th^ earl of Mortbn, his regent, 
4itttf 4is'fueceflbiis in the fame, acknowledging 

5thekttlelVes the-kkig's fubjeais by their oaths 
nmd fiibfcfiptibns; 

r-»TPhird,' ^Fhat^tHey ft^^^ all things 

"^Ao^fce by then tinder 'colbur of any other au- 
"tboirity, fince the time of his majefty^s corona- 
tioni to have Been unlawful and of no e^ft. 
< - - - • Fourth, 
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ore SCOT LAND; s, 

i Fourtht That an acl of parliament fhall be a.d 1575' 
made^ with all their copfents, ordaining. That 
none of the fubjecls flibuld either fhew favour 
Of aflift, direftly or indiredly, any, whether 
Scots or foreigners, who may pradife any trea- 
fonable fa^ (the original) againfi the religion 
prefently profefled, the king's perfon,; his au« 
thority, or regent. And if, notwithftanding, 
they are iguilty of thefe, or do not refill the. 
guilty, remiffions granted, with all the other 
benefits of this pacificaCion, fhall be nuU^ and 
they purfued for paA pfFences, a^ if; they had 
never obtained pardon. 

Fifth, That all perfons, true to the king, 
^ho had been difpoiTefled during the late 
troubles, fhall be reftofed to their eilates and 
benefices, and ^what remains of their goods^ 
horfc and armoui? excepted^ on p^ip of 
trea{bn# 

Sixth, That the Caftle of Spyny (hall be fur- 
rendered to the regent in fifteen days after it is 
demanded. 

. Seventh, That the mailer of Forbes, James 
Glen of Barr, with his fon, and all other pri-* 
foners in the hands of Adam Gordon, brother 
to the earl of Huntley, fhall immediately, after 
the publication of this peace, be fet at liberty ; 
and that lord Semple's bond, with all other 
•bpnds for the entry and ranfom of prifoners, 
ihall be difcharggd.. . . 

Eighth, It is concluded, that the earl of 

Montrofe, 
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^^•»573- Montrofe, the lord Glamis, and Sir John 
Wifliart of Pitcur, fliall be conjund: judges for 
the reftitution of all the fpoil taken on the 
north of the Forth, if^ it is claimed within a 
year and a day. In like manner, the lord Boyd, 
Mark, comtnendator of Newbattle, and Sir 
John Ballendcn, (hall determine thefc jnatters 
to the fduth of that river. If they refufe this 
commiifion, others Ihall be nominated. 

Ninth, That the earl of Huntley and lord 
George Hamilton fhall infiantly difband their 
foldiers; fo that every man may return unmo- 
lefted to his own habitation. 

Tenth, And as pledges and caution were de- 
manded for their obfcrvance* of the above ar- 
ticles, the earl of Huntley and lord John Ha- 
milton, at the requeft of the queen of Eng- 
land's embaffador, referred themfelves to the 
regent, who (hall prefcribe fuch penalties for 
their delivery as he fhall think proper. 

Eleventh, In confideration of thefe, it is 
agreed, that all proceffes of forfeiture that have 
been paffed upon George earl of Huntley, lord 
John Hamilton, commendator of Arbroath, 
William his brother, now commendator of 
Paifly, William Gordon bifliop of Aberdeen, 
Alexander Gordon biihop of Galloway, Sir 
Adam Gordon of Auchindown, Sir Andrew 
Hamilton of Goflington, Hamilton of Haw- 
houfe, Hamilton of Innerwick, Barclay of 
Barclay, &c. &c. &c» foi: any crime done in the 

common 
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common caufe, againft the king or bis au* a. 0.157). 
thorityi fince the fifteenth of June, 1567, or 
for any other caufe contained in the fummons 
of forfeiture raifed againft them, (hall be de- 
clared of no force, they having liberty to re- 
duce the faid forfeitures when they pleafe. 

Twelfth, That all perfons returning to the 
king^s obedience, fhall infiantly be reftored, by 
2L& of parliament, to their eftates, blood, and 
of&ces, whether deprived of them by fentence 
of forfeiture, barratry, or any other way, 
and ihall enjoy them as fully as if no troubles 
had ever fubfifted in the kingdom. 

Thirteenth, That all crimes (inceft, witch- 
craft, and theft excepted) fince the fifteenth 
of June, 1567, fliall be freely remitted, ex- 
cept the murders of the late earls of Murray 
and Lenox, which are matters of iuch import- 
ance, that the regent, of himfelf, cannot con- 
veniently remit them : yet, confidering the ne- 
ceflity of this pacification, it is agreed, if thofe 
who committed them fubmit the matter to 
the queen of England, that the parliament 
will ratify whatfoever Ihe advifes ; and a re- 
miffion figned by the clerk-regifter, fliall be 
deemed as valid as if it had pafled the great 
feals : and if any of the party fiiall fotlicit a 
pardon for any other offences done before the 
fifteenth of June, 1567, it fliall be granted, 
the aflafiwation of the late king, fire-raifing, 
theft, receipt of theft, inceft and withcraft 
excepted. 
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^/p.1573. Fourteenth, All criminal decrees, palTed 
fince the fifteenth of June, injurious to any of 
their party, fliall be received by thofe who 
pronounced them, they giving a hearing upon 
fupplication within fix months, to their objec- 
tions and lawful defence. > 
Fifteenth, As for the fruits or moveables be- 
longing to the king or his fubjeds, taken from 
perfons profeffing their obedience, from the 
.fixteenth of June to the thirtieth of July laft 
,paft, againfl: the party with whom they then 
flood in controverfy and debate, (the words 
of the original) becaufe the matter is of fuch 
weight and importance, it is accorded, the 
fame. being moved to the queen of England, 
her advice ihall be followed by the regent and 
parliament 

Sixteenth, The rents, fee-farms, &c. of the 
lands pf Pedreith, and the third of the bene- 
fices of DufFas in Murray, though part of his 
majefty's property, having been paid to the 
earl of Huntley or to Murray, or his order, 
are hereby difcharged. And the regent fhall 
make fuit to the church or the general af- 
fcmbly, to obtain from them a difcharge of 
thefe parts of the thirds of benefices, com- 
mon church and friar lands, which Huntley, 
lord John Hamilton, or any in their name, 
may have received. 

Seventeenth, That all perfons comprehended 
in the pacification, after its being publilhed, 

fhall 
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fiiall, without diftinftion, be received and em- A.D.is;^. 
braced in all parts of the realm, as his ma* 
jefty's good lieges; and that nothing done 
during the commotions fhall warrant feud or 
enmity, or be admitted as an exception againft 
either judge, party, or witneffes. 

Eighteenth, That the heirs and fucceffors of 
perfons forfeited, and fince dead, properly in- 
cluded in this treaty, fliall be reftored to their 
lands and inheritances, by briefs, as amply as 
if their fathers had not been forfeited, but had 
died on the king's fide, efpecially the heirs of 
John archbifhop of St. Andrew's, Gavin com- 
mendator of Kilwinning, Andrew Hamilton 
of Lochnot, and captain James CuUayne. 

Nineteenth, That. the captains James Bruce 
(John Hamilton Albowry his lieutenant, and 
John Robertfon of Braidwood-fide his enfign), 
and captain Thomas Ker (with his lieutenant, 
enfign, &c.), and their companies, fhall be 
comprehended in the treaty. 

All thefe articles, in prefence of the Engliflx 
embaffador, the fubfcribing noblemen have 
fworn to perform, the king's commiffioners 
delivering to Huntley and lord John (who 
promifes that his brother, lord Claud, fliall 
alfo approve them) their remiiuons, under the 
king's great feal. 

Argyl. Ruthven. 

Huntley. Boyd. 
Montrofe. Dumfermling. 
Arbroath. Ballenden. 

Vol. VIII. C I have 
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The caftle 
of Black- 
nefs falls 
into the 
regent*! 
bands. 



Edinburgh 
caftle re> 
duced. 
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I have thought proper to give thofe articled 
entire, becaufe, though prolix, they exhibit a 
more genuine reprefentation of the ft ate of 
Scotland at that time than is to be found in 
any hiftorian. Sir James Kirkaldy, who, as 
we have already feen,%had been fentby Mary's 
fViends to France, returned from thence with 
a confiderable fum for her ufe ; and being 
Obliged to land at Blacknefs, the governor of 
that fortrefs, to make his peace with the re- 
cent Morton, furrendered the place ; but the 
garrifon mutinied, and chofe Sir James for 
their governor. His lady (as an inftance how 
deeply party zeal then operated in Scotland) 
came to pay him a vifit, and requefting him 
to give her a convoy part of the way, be- 
trayed him to an officer of the king's troops, 
Svhom flie had placed in ambufli for that pur- 
jpofe ; upon which the garrifon yielded them- 
Telves to the regent, and Sir James was fent to 
prifon. Notwithllanding the late pacification, 
the regent confidered himfelf as in a ftate of 
warfare with the loyalifts. He applied to the 
Englifli embaflador ; and at his follicitation, 
Elizabeth ordered Sir William Drury to march 
with fix hundred and forty men, and a proper 
train of artillery, to reduce the caftle of Edin- 
burgh. She took care to ftipiilate payment 
for this fervice ; and upon Kirkaldy's refufing 
to furrender the caftle,^ he and his followers 
were forfeited by a conventioYi of the ftates. 
The fiege being formed, the garrifon refufed 

to 
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io ftatid by their governor ; upon which he a. 0.1573, 
fijrrendered himfelf to Drury, and the fortrefs 
to the regent, who ordered Kirkaldy and his 
brother, and two other gentlemen, to be 
hanged, and gave the cuftody of the caftle tp 
George Douglas, the fame who had been fo 
inflrumental in Mary's efcaping from Loch- 
leven. Thus died Kirkaldy, to whom his enc- Ki?kaidy 
mies allow the greateft abilities and virtues, hnd.^***" 
The inconfiftencies of his conduct can eafily 
be accounted for by the diftradrions of the 
times ; but he lived long enough to difcover 
the horrible injuftice that had been done to his 
royal miftrefs, and to be fincerely penitent for 
being fo infirumental in her calamities. His 
friend Maitland being taken, was confined a 
pirifoner in Leith, and is faid to have difpatched 
himfelf by poifon. I have already, more than 
once, mentioned his great political abilities, 
which feem to equal thofe of any ftatefman of 
his age ; but he certainly outwitted himfelf by 
his natural inconftancy. 

The redudion of Edinburgh caftle, with unpopular 
the fates of Maitland and Kirkaldy, gave the therllgJt. 
finifliing blow to Mary's party in Scotland. 
The regent applied himfelf with indefatigable 
abilities to reduce the borders to a ftate of 
tranquillity, and to cultivate his friendfliip 
with Elisabeth, She might at this time have 
been the fole fovereign of Scotland^ had not 
Morton^ for his own f^tfety, preierved the 

C 2 young 
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A. D. 1573. young king. In other refpefts, after his eno* 
mies were fubdued, he acted with great vu 
gour, and reftored his country to fome de- 
^ gree of tranquillity ; but he was exclaimed 
againft for his boundlefs extortion and avarice. 
He found means to pacify the troubles in the 
north, where Adam Gordon ftill continued 
vi<ftorious ; and two great men, the duke of 
Chatleheraut and the earl of Argyle, dying, 
he was left without a rival in the kingdom. 
To retrieve his popularity with the clergy, he 
proniifed to make the ftipend of every minif- 
ter local, and payable in the parifh where he 
ferved, provided he was their pay-mafter, and 
they gave up the thirds of their benefices. 
They tried the experiment, but found them- 
felves deceived ; for he appointed two, three, 
and fometimes four, churches to one minifter ; 
and cut oflF all the po\yer of the fuperintend- 
ants, under pretence that they were the fuc- 
ceffors of bifliops, who were no longer ufeful 
in the church. When the clergy thus found 
themfelves the dupes of Morton's avarice, they 
defired to be reinftated in their thirds ; but 
he evaded this requeft by pretending, " That 
feeing the furplus of the thirds belonged to 
the king, it was fitter the regent and council 
fliould modify the ftipends of minifters, than 
• that the church ihould have the appointment 
or defignation of a fuperplus." This Ihameful 
ihuffling rendered the regent more unpopular 
than ever. 
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Mary continued ftill in her difmal captivity ; A>^« is7i- 
and a new fcene of diiCmuIation was opened be* invafion a 
tween the French court and Elizabeth, who °^/ 
appeared willing to accept of the addreflfes of 
the duke of Alen9on, a boy of feventeen years 
of age, and younger brother to the duke of 
Anjou. Even the horrible maffacre^ of Bar- 
tholomew's Eve did not interrupt this nego- 
tiation ; but Elizabeth falling ill of the meafles, 
Mary and her friends entertained fome faint 
glimmerings of hope. The earl of ShrewC 
bury, her keeper, fent a difpatch to Burleigh, 
who was now made lord high-treafurer of 
England, to know how he ihould behave in 
cafe of Elizabeth's death; but upon her r^ 
coveryj flie wrote him a letter with her own 
hand, in which flie ftiled him her " faithful 
Shrewfbury." Preparations were then making 
by the French king for befieging Rochelle; 
^nd the fpirit of the Englilh nation was fuch 
againft the French, that it was with difficulty 
Elizabeth could prevent her nobility and gen- 
try from afting as volunteers in favour of the 
Rochellois. Though Elizabeth pleaded gread 
merit at the court of France for difcouraging 
this fpirit, yet the French king was fo much 
convinced of her affifting the Rochellois pri- 
vately, that he had thoughts of fending the 
duke of Maine with an army to fupport 
Mary's friends in Scotland. This matter be- 
in]^ debated in the council of France, the car- 
dinal 
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^•v.i57i dioil of Lorrain and th^ pope's legate were 
. ftrongly of opinion that the fiege of Rochelle 
flxduld be raifed^ and that all the naval power 
of France, under admiral Strozzi, fhould be 
employed in making two dcfcents, one upon 
England, under the duke of Guife, and the 
other upon Scotland, under the duke of 
Maine. 

The.king and queen-mother of France were 
fo much bent upon the reduftion of Rochelle, 
that the invafion was poftponed ; and Walfing- 
}iam» the Englifh cmbafiador, having corrupted 
one of the archbifhop of Glafgow's fervants, 
fcnt intelligence to Purleigh of all that paffed 
in the council of France, and it came to Mor* 
ton's; knowledge by the fame channel. Tho' 
the invafion was poftponed, it was not laid 
afide ; and the fiege of Rochelle was furioufly 
preffcd, that it might be refumed, after that 
capital of the hugonot power was reduced by 
the duke of Anjou, who was at -this time 
prevented. <^hofen king of Polaud. This election faved 
the Rochellois. Monluc, the famous negoti- 
ator, who had been employed in Scotland, 
\ had ftipulated with the Polifli proteftantSy 
that if the duke of Anjou was chofen, the 
Rochellois {hould remain in poffeffion of their 
town, and all their privileges. This ftipula- 
tion was extremely agreeable to Elizabeth, 
who ordered Walfingham to give her a par- 
ticular acfount of the duke of Alen9on's per- 

fon. 
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fon. His report was fo little in tbcdukc'a fa- ^'^' ^7>. 
vour, that Elizabeth refufed him kave to pay 
her a viiit in England, on pretence that he was 
difagreeable to her proteftant fubjedb, becaufi; 
of his forwardnefs at the iiege of EocheU(p« 
Mary was at this time in ib declming.a fiate 
of health, that ihe employed the French lena- 
baffador, Gondy, to follicit Elizabeth for leave 
to repair to Buxton Wells for the recovery of 
her health. Elizabeth, at firft, receded this 
favour, trifling as it was; but upoa Burleigh 
reprefenting the indecency of not iodulgiorg 
her royal kinfwoman in fo flight a boon, fli6 
gave the earl of Sho^cwfbury leave to carry 
Mary to the Wells, provided he redoubled his 
attention to the fecurity of her perfoiu Bux* 
leigh, while Mary was at Buxton, repaired 
thither likewife for the recovery of his health; 
and this gave a handle for Leicefter, wko 
hated him, to Asggeft to Elizabeth that a plot 
had been formed between the earl of Shrews- 
bury and Burleigh for betraying her to the 
queen of Scotland Though nothing coiiki 
be worfe founded than this furmi£?, yet £uch 
was the jealoufy of Elizabeth, that it had al- 
moft proved fatal to Burleigh, who was ob- 
liged to break off all connexions with the eail 
of Shrewfbury. 

The biihop of Rofs continued all this while ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
in prifon ; and Morton ftrongly folliciiied Elir Ub«ty. 
zabeth that he fliould be fent to Scotland. I 

can 
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^a my can fee no ground for believing what was gi veil 
ent by fome Englifh writers, that ie was fcn- 
tenced to death ; and the report perhaps took 
its rife from the Englifh miniflry threatening 
to execute him, if he fhould refufe to be ex- 
amined. Be that as it will, Elizabeth fecretly 
approved of his behaviour ; and upon the re- 
quefi of Montmorency, who was then the 
French embaflador in England, fhe put it in 
Lefley's option, either to return to Scotland^ 
or to retire to France. He chofe the latter ; 
and if we are to believe Spotfwood and Cam- 
den, he made a precipitate retreat out of Eng- 
land, that he might avoid the refentment of 
the earl of Southampton, and Howard, the 
duke of Norfolk's brother, whom he had 
touched in his examinations. Soon after he 
left England, he publifhed the hiftory of his 
own negotiations, which I have frequently 
mentioned. Several of his friends and dome- 
fHcs were apprehended and imprifoned after 
his departure ; but Elizabeth fufFered nonp of 
them to be proceeded againft with rigour. He 
applied to the duke of Alva in favour of his 
miflrefs ; but Granvelle, who was then prime- 
minifter to the king of Spain, advifed his maf* 
ter to recal that great general, becaufe of his 
unpopularity ; fo that he had no opportunity 
of following his own inclinations, M'hich were 
flrongly in favour of Mary, 

ElizLabeth 
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Elizabeth confidered the duke of Alva's re- a. 0.1573. 
call as a deliverance to England ; but flie wa$ of'ti^^l^ 
thrown into frefli difquietudes by the, fuggef- ^^' 
tions of two of the earl of Shrewlbury's chap* 
lainSy who privately accufed their lord of in- 
fidelity in his charge of Mary, When we rc-r 
fleft upon the frequent correfpondences which 
Mary kept up with her friends both at borne 
and abroad, notwithftanding the ftrift iiqunc^ 
tions Elizabeth gave for cutting her oflF from 
all fuch communications, it muft be owned 
that the allegation had fome colour ; and we 
can account for it no other way than by fup- 
pofing that the earl was not infenfible of the 
power of money, though he was one of the 
moft determined enemies that Mary had in 
England. Elizabeth's uneafinefs was encreafed^ 
by her refleding that there fcarcely was a 
man in England of the name of Talbot, who 
was not a papift, excepting the earl hijnfelf. 
Before Leflcy left England, he had obtained 
Elizabeth's leave to anfwer fome pamphlets 
which had been written in favour of the Gray 
family's title to the crown; but upon condi- 
tion that the copy fliould be 'perufed by her- 
felf and her council before it was fent to the: 
prefs. Lefley was too forward, and fent it 
before Elizabeth had granted him her appro- 
bation ; fo that the whole impreffion, which. 

• * • • 

had been revifed by Caryl and Brown^ two of 
the moft eminent lawyers in England, was. 
Vol. VIII. D feized. 
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A. D. 1573. feized. It had been printed under tlie name 
of Morgan Phillips, Doftor of Law ; and Lefley 
there exprefly faid, that all the Englifh nobi-'' 
lity, both at York and Hamptons-court, had 
judged his miftreft to be innocent of the 
crinies of which Ihe was accufed. Though 
this affcrtion gave great offence to Elizabeth, 
the book was reprinted beyond feas ; and one 
Dr. Good, a phyfician, who had attended the 
prefr, and Cockyn, Lefley's bookfeller, being 
taken into cuftody, it appeared by their exa« 
minations that Mary herfelf had revifed and 
correSed the manufcript copy before it was 
pirihted. 

Morton wanted to diftinguifh his adtnim« 
AccidMt ftration ki Scothrid by digefting the Scotch 
todcif. Jaws into a regular fyftem ; but his projcft 
mifcarried, probably through the corrupticm 
of the lawyers themfelves. He filled the pri- 
fons with merchants, who were accufed of 
carrying coined money abroad ; but he omitted 
no aci of oppreffion that brought money to 
himfelf. One Ormifton, who had been engaged 
in Damley*s murder, was this year executed ; 
and at the time of his death, he acknowledged 
his ' guilt, but declared that Bothwell had 
fttewn him a bond figned by the earls of Hunt- 
ley and Argyle, fecretary Maitland, and Sir 
James Balfour, approving of the murder. 
The good underflanding between England and 
Scotland hmpehed at this time to be in jeo- 

pardy. 
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pardy. Sir John Carmichaeli one of the Scotdh a.d. ij74, 
wardens of the borders, had demanded of 
Sir John Forefter, an Englifli warden, that a 
delinquent ihoidd be delivered up to him^ 
according to the laws of the marches. Fore& 
ter evading, or delaying the requeft, the fol- 
lowers of the two wardens came to blows, 
and the Scots at firft were worfted ; but being 
reinforced from Jedburgh, they routed the 
Engliih, of whom twenty<-four were killed^ 
and the warden himfelf, with the earl of Bed<- 
ford's fon, and feveral perfons of diftin^lion^ 
were made prifoners. EliEabeth refented this 
hoftiltty, and the regent fent Carmichael to 
her court ; but fhe was fo generous, after es:^ 
^mining into the faft, as to difmifs him with 
honour. Soon afterwards ihe fent the eari 
of Huntington to the borders, where he had 
an interview with the regent, in which all thd 
border difierences were adjuftedi This mild 
condud prevented a civil war in Scotland, 
where all parties concurred in blaming the 
proftitution of national honour to the old and 
inveterate foes of their country* i 

Notwithilanding this, hisuiipopularity might PerTeaition 
have proved fatal tp himfelf, had he not, by miitoo (X- 
Elizabeth's advice^ repaired and fortified the ""'^' 
caftle of Edinburgh, and recovered the crowa 
Jewels, which had been pawned by the quceav 
He Ukewifs repaired, or rel^uilt the king'a 
houfes, and exercifed impartial jaftico a|^Eunft 

D2 all 
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A.D. 1574. all offenders who could hot fa vethemrelves by m(v» 
heyl The earl of Argyle being nbW deid, the lord 
QIamis was made chancellor, Notwithftanding 
the late pacification, the lord John Hamilton ab- 
bot of Arbroath was way-laid by Douglas of 
Lochleven, as was thought, by the regent's 
connivance or orders. Hamilton efcaped with 
gri^at difficulty ; and the attempt was fo notb- 
'rious, that Douglas was fummoned before the 
council. He pleaded that the murderers of 
the regent Murray, of whom Hamilton* "was 
one, had been excepted out of the pacification ; 
but this apology being found infufficient, he 
was committed to the caftle of Edinburgh, 
till he found fecurity for his good behaviour. 
The perfecution of the houfe of Hamilton 
ftill went on; and thofe who had been con- 
cerned in the battle of Langfi^de, notwithftand- 
ing the late pacification, and other reconci- 
liatory afts, were obliged to purchafe their par- 
dons with large fums. 
?S75- This year was diftinguilhed by a memomblc 

of the ^ alteration of church government. Epifcopacy 
^xmntnt' was, as yct, unrepealed in Scotland ; and the 
regent, for political ends, efpoufed it. One 
Melvil, a man of learning, had lately returned 
from Geneva to his native country, Scotland, 
fired with the ideas of prefbyterian church go- 
Yernment as fettled by Calvin and Beza ; and 
prppofing Knox gs his model, he pitched upon 
one Drury, who ftarted a queftion in the ec^ 

^lefiaftica^ 
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cleiiafiical aflembly concerning the lawfulnefs A.i>.t57s. 
of epifcopacy, and the authority of chapters 
in the eledion of biihops. Melvil warmly fe- 
conded the motion ; and declaimed copioufly 
againft all church authority not warranted by 
the fcripture. He maintained that bifliops had 
no preference over other pallors } and that a 
purity of church difcipline ought to be intro- 
duced into the church of Scotland. Though 
Melvil poffibly had no political views in this 
debate, yet his arguments made a great im* 
preffion upon the aflembly. The wifeft and 
moft moderate of its members dreaded that the 
abufe of church difcipline might, at laft, de- 
feat all the falutary ends of the Keformatioh ; 
and they were no ftrangers to the ihterefted 
views of the regent. The fum of the debate 
was, that the aflembly judged the name of a 
biihop to belong to every minifter who had the 
charge of a flock; and, that by the word 
of God, his chief funftion confifted in preach- 
ing, adminiftering the facraments, arid the ex- 
ercife of ecclefiaftical difcipline, with the coh- 
fent of the elders. In a fubfequent aflembly, 
this and other refolutions of the fame kind 
were approved, with this addition, that bi- 
fliops might attend any church they chofe to 
ferve, within their diocefe. Thofe refolutions 
were diredly contrary to the political fyfteni 
of the regent ; but they were fupported with 
fo much firmnefs by the preachers, that he was 

forced 



9^ T H E H rS T O R Y 

A*D.f57$. fonSed to diffemble, and to require them to 
draw up ar/iiew fyftem of ecclefiaftical polity. 
Wc may look upon this period as the com- 
mencement of church purity in Scotland ; and 
it is highly remarkable, that though the new 
archbiibops of Gla^ow, the bilhops of Dun- 
kdd) 6alk)way) Brechin, Dumblain, and the- 
ifles, with the; fuperintendants of Lothian and 
Angus, fat: in the aflembly, yet none of them 
ipoke in favour of epifcopacy. In fad, fo 
gr^a( a proftitution of ecclefiaftical dignities 
had prevailed of late, that bilhops did not 
confider themfelves as clergymen; and the" 
church livings in Scotland were in the mod ' 
ioaminent danger of either being fecularized, 
(which was the fad in fome cafes) or rendered ' 
no better than appanages for the provifion of 
young noblemen, or the dependents of great 
families.. 
Death and The carl of Bothwcll, who (as we have aU '. 
of the earl ready feen) had fled to Denmark, was now 
weuin' dead. Several embafladors had been fent to 
'^'™*^^* Denmark, requiring him to be delivered up to 
public jufiice in Scotland; but his Danifh ma- 
jefly, from what motive is not very clear, pro<- 
teded him* If we arc to believe the favour- 
ers of Mary, when he was upon his death-bed, 
he declared before the governor of the caftle 
of Melling, where he expired, and feveral per- 
fons of great diftinclion, that the queen never 
gave her confent to the lung's death, nor was 
. ' privy 
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privy thereto, as he fliould anfwrcr to the EtiSi'- ^•^- '57j^ 
nal God. The circumftances of his death have 
been fupprefled by our hiftorians, but they 
made great noife at the time; and as at parti^ 
cular account of them has been publifhed, 
without its authenticity being queftioned, it is 
proper to lay them before our rcaddr. 

"The earl of Both well being fick unto 
death in the caflle of Malmay, made folemil 
faith of what here followeth, viz. 

" The bifhop of Schonen, together witft 
four great lords, namely, Berin GoMtres gtxver- 
npr of the cattle of Malmay, Otto Brt\v ot 
the cattle of Ottenbrucht, Paris Braw of the 
cattle of Vefcut, and Monf. Gullcnfterne of 
the cattle of Falkenftrie, and together like- 
wife with the four bailiils of the town, prayed 
the faid earl to declare freely and truly whijt 
he knew of the death of the late king Henry, 
(Darnley) and of the authors thereof, accorci- 
ing as he ihould an{wer before God at the daf 
of judgement, where all things, how fecret . 
foever they may be here,'fliaH be laid open. 

" Then the faid earl declaring that thrbugft 
his prefent great wcakncfr, he was not able to 
difcourfe all the fcvcml fteps of thcfc thin^, 
tettified that Ae queen was innocent of that 
death, and that only he himfelf j his friends, 
and fome of the nobility, were the aithcts 
of it. 

•* And being thereafter prcflcd by thofe* • 

lords 
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A. D. 1575. lords to name fome of the perfons that wert 
,guilty, he named my lord James earl of Mm-- 
ray, my lord Robert abbot of Holy rood- houfe, 
(pow earl of Orkney) both of them baftard 
brothers of the queen ; the earls of Crawford, 
Argyle, Glencairn, Morton, my lord Boyd, 
the lairds of Lethington, Buccleugh, and 
Grange* 

. " He declared likewife, that as he had from 
his youth addided himfelf much to the art of 
enchantment at Paris and elfewhere, he be- 
witched the queen to fall in love with him, 
wd fb invented means to get rid of his own 
wife. 

^ That after the marriage was confummated, 
he fought all means how to defiroy the infant- 
prince, and the whole nobility that would 
not fall in with him.'' 

He added, " That he had debauched two 
daughters of a great man in Denmark, with 
pretext to carry them over into Scotland ; and 
other two virgins daughters of a great man 
in the town of Lubeck, under promife of mar- 
riage. ; and many other women of rank in 
France, Denmark, England, and Scotland : 
for all which he begged God's pardon, re- 
ceived the holy facrament, and died." 

This whote narration, and much more, 
largely extended, was written both in Latin 
and Danifh, and fealed with the king of Den- 
mark's feals, and of the perfons who aiHftqd, 

as 
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As above ; and may come to light one day for A, 0. 1575. 
verification of the innocence of. the queen* of 
Scots. 

This prefent copy of this inftrument was 
imparted by a merchant of good faith and re- 
putation, who was prefent at this laft attefta- 
tion of the earl of Bothwell. 

The innocence of Mary, with regird to her 
hufband's death, was fo much cleared up by 
BothwcU's confeflion, and other evidences, 
that the countefs of Lenox, his mother, ac- 
quitted her, in the moft exprels term^, of 
having any concern in the murder. •« This Confc 
good lady (fays Mary in a letter tranfmitted ?hc flmie! 
from the Scots college at Paris, to her embaf* 
fador the archbilhop of Glafgow) was, thanks 
to God, in very good colrefpondence with me 
thefe five or fix years bygone, and has con* 
feffed to me by fundry letters under her hand, 
which I carefully preferve, the injury fhe did 
me by the unjuft purfuits which fhe allowed 
to go out againft me in her name, through 
bad information ; but principally, Ihe faid, 
through the exprefs orders of the queen of 
England^ and the perfuafion of her council, 
who alfo took much folicitude that (he and I 
might never come to good underftanding. to- 
gether. But how foon (he came to^ know of my 
innocence, flie dcfifted from any further pur- 
fuit againft me j nay went fo far as to refufe 
VoL.'VIII. E her 
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i.D. 1575, bey confent to any fhing tbcy fliould a6l againft 

me in her name/* 
King James Notwithftanding Bothwell's confeflion* wfl 



convinced 



of his mo- are not to imagine that the inoblemea and 
nocency. gcntleoien whom he named as being concerned 
in D^^rnjey's dej^th, were aftually acceflajies t6 
that murder ; but it is pretty plain that t^cy 
had declared themfelves to be his enemies: 
and in the barbarous manner of th^t timci 
>vhen aflaifination w^s fcarcely loo^ked upon 
with horror, he confidered them as participant 
of the crime wjiif^h he himfelf committcfd^ 
Mary (wh,o, notwithftandipg her misfprtmics, 
preferved 2, i^ioft amazing ferenity of mind) 
underftanding that Elizabeth did all ihe cpul^ 
to fuppyefs Bothwell's dying declaration, qv^ 
dered the archbiihop of Glafgow to feqd one 
Monceayx to Denmark, to obtain an ei^em-* 
plification of the fame. One Barclay of Gar- 
tely was at London when Bothwell's dying 
declaration came to Elizabeth's hands; and 
returning to his native country of Scotland, 
he talked of it with great freedom, as bein^ 
a full refutation of all the charges againfl; 
Mary for being concerned in her hufband'1% 
death. . Morton ordered him to prifon^ as be;-, 
ing an agent of Mary ; but the . confequences^ 
of the difcovery could not be ftifled ; and they 
were fo remarkable, tjiat I muft relate them in 
the words (for I can ms^ke ufe of none fo au- 

. . \ ' .. . then^ic,. 
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thenlic, or more expreflive) of Mary's embaf- ^^^^^sTi- 
fadoFj the archbifliop of Glafgow, in a letter 
he writ to her upon the occllion. 

•* TuUibardift (fays he) being one day in 
your fon the ^prince's chamber (king James the 
fixth) at Stirling, was, by chance, reading to 
another gentleman the earl of Both well's tefta- 
ment The prince, on a fudden, rofe from 
the tabic wherie he was writing, and would 
needs have a fight of the paper which Tulli- 
bardin held in his hand, notwithftanding hi^^ 
refufal once and again to deliver it. TRfe 
prince then read it all over, Sand delivered' it 
back again without faying one word. Brit af- 
ter he had finiffied what he had been writing, 
he began to talk with the geiitlemen that 
wei'e prefent morepleaiantly than ufual, which 
h6likewife fcoritinueii to do all the afternoon, 
in frhfc tiine6f,^nd after fupper was over. Th^ 
company b^ing earneft to dive into the ground 
of this behaviour, TuUibardin told the prince 
after fupper,^ that as he had always loved aiid 
hanotired him, he could not but do fo in a 
more eminent manner at prefent, fince he per- 
ceived hita to be fo very chearfiil, and to en- 
tertain the lords and gehtlerti^n that came into 
his prefcnc^ with fo igriseable'a fttahner, and 
Jcindly countehahce. - H^r^upop the prince re- 
plied, «<TuiKbardJh,^ haVe I not very good 
reafon to do fo ? For whfeifeaS formerly grievous 
iiccufations and calumnies have been all along 

E z impreffed 
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A. D. 1575. impreffed upon mc againft her majefty bfy too* 
thei*, this day! have feen a maniffeft dedkratioQ 
of her innocence ?^^ , 
The carl of I could Sidd oiany other corroborations, foma 
prifon^.* * of them under Mary's own hand, fef thisim*^ 
portarit faft; but it is fufficienttb fay, flie was fo 
' c^onfcious of her own innocency, that flie recom- 
mended the moft firid enquiry to be mide con- 
ierning the manner of BothwelPs death, with 
the names of the perfons who were ptefent at 
the declaration ; and ordered exemplifications 
of his confeiSon to be tranfmitted to Scotland, 
where they were wickedly ftifled by the re-? 
gent's authority. Towards the end of this 
y6ar, the earl of Orkney, one of Mary's natural 
brothers, was imprifoned in the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, fbr treating about the delivery of the 
i^es of Orkney and Shetland to the kkig of 
Denmark. As every thing was venal with the 
regent, the delinquent is faid to have purchafed 
the pardon of his treafpn by a confiderable fum 
i^j^^ of money. Early in the year 1576, ai danger- 
ous difference brokp out between the earls of 
Athol and Argyle, on the following occaiion: 
One Maclelan, a noted robber in Argylcfliire, 
bad been taken prifoner by the earl of Athol, 
who intended to have hanged him, but was 
prevailed on by the earl of Argyle to difmifs; 
him. Maclelan, without paying any regard- to 
this lenity, renewed his depredations. upon the 
Athol eftates with greater fury . than ever, 
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Athol naturally demanded rcdrefs from l&he.^t-l ^' ^* '57*« 
,of Argyle, and receiving no fatisfa^loryi anfwer, 
he invaded Argyleftiire with an army ot^ his 
friends andytenants, but found Argyle. fo well 
prepared to receive him, that a bloody, difputc 
. muft have enfoed, had not the regent inter- 
pofed, and prevailed on both parties to refer 
their diflferences to his decifion. His intention 
was to have fummoned both parties^ under 
pain of treafon, "to appear before him ; and, 
when he had them in his power, to have pro- 
fecuted At hoi for fufFering a rebel to efcape, 
and Argyle, for affembling the king's liege fub- 
jefts without authority. 

A clerk, of the name of Campbell, in one of betrayed; 
the regent's offices, difcovered his defign, and 
apprized Argyle of his danger. The latter 
communicated this to the earl of Athol; and 
both of them dropping their former animofi- 
ties, united in their refentment againft the re- 
gent ; and though he iffued fummonfes for their 
appearance, they not only were difregarded, 
but his meflfcngers were imprifoned^ and com- 
pelled to fwear never to execute the like fum- 
monfes again. 

The chief place of the young kfng's refidence, charaaerof 

Tedacs 

at this time^ was the caftle of Stirling ; when 
Alexander Erfkine continued to act as his go- 
vernor, and Buchanan as his preceptor. Er- 
&ine bated the rfegent, and probably he fecret- 
ly inftilled into young James thofe arbitrary 

prin- 
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A. 0.1576. principles, which were direftly the reverfe of 
thofe inculcated by his preceptor. However 
ridiculous the pedantic learning of James may 
appear to modern times, yet it is certain hft* 
made, young as he was, an amazing proficiency, 
in letters, and difcovered an uncommon cs^acity 
for the arts of government. He received early 
prepoffeiSoris againft Morton's perfon and prin-' 
ciples, and they were confirmed by almofl: 
every aft of his regency. Mary had beftowed 
a fmall eftate upon a favorite maid of honour^ 
who was married to one Semple. As the efiate 
lay convenient for Morton, he endeavoured. ta 
reduce Mary's deed of gift, on pretence that ftie 
could not alienate the crown lands ; but meet- 
ing with an unexpefted oppofition from Sem« 
pie and his friends, who were mqn of fpirit, he 
ordered them to be put to the torture, on pre- 
tence of their confpiring, with the Hamilton fa- 
mily, againft his life, and Semple narrowly^ 
mill'ed being hanged, 
who re- Thofe fevere proceedings rendered the regent. 

ukethe 0- ^^^^ ^^*^^ ^^^^ uopopular. The greateft part* 
Ternment of thc uobility had ftill a warm fide for -Mary,/ 

upon nun- ' . ' 

Wf. and James was highly fufceptible of natural af** 

feclion. Thofe fentiments were cultivated by 
Erlkihe; and, upon the regent's threatening to 
proceed againft the earls of Argyle and Athol,. 
as rebels, they were invited to a fecret confe- 
rence with the king at Stirling. The reader is 
here to obferve, that the office of regent, and 

that 
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that of governor to the king, was confidered In a.d. tsjs, 
Scotland as places of truft entirely feparate. 
Erfkine had the fole dire<5i:ion and fuperinten- 
dency of the king's perfon, and the avarice of 
thq regent had reduced, in a fcandalous man- 
ner, the expences and attendants of the court* 
Upon Argyle's arrival, he had a ready admit- 
tance to James ; and after complaining of the 
regent's tyranny, he counfelled his majefty to 
call together his nobility, for reforming the 
abufes of government according to law. This 
requeft was feconded by Athol; and James, 
without confulting the regent, direfted thofe 
two noblemen to fummon a convention of the. 
ftates, at Stirling, on the tenth of March, If ^stt^ 
we are to believe archbifliop Spotfwood, they 
invited none to the convention but their own 
friends, and the declared enemies of Morton,^ 
among whom were the lords Maxwell and 
O^ilvie, who had been put under, arreft by his 
order, Morton loft neither his courage nor his 
prcfence of mind upon the occafion, though he 
knew his fituation to be very untowardly. He 
was hated by the clergy, who agreed with him 
in nothing but the barbarous difrefpeft flbewn tq 
the king^s mother, and the feverities inflided 
upon her party. Elizabeth was now engaged 
in fupporting the revolt of the Netherlands, 
and could fpare neither men nor money to the 
regent. The immenfe eftate he had acquiredj, 
at the expcnce of the crown, had impoveriflied 

it 
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AD. 1577. it {6 much, that there was a neceffity forili^tfdPs 
of refumption ; and the two favorites, Arj 
and Athol (the earl of Huntley being la 
dead) were refolved if poffible to have his headr ■ 
To complete his misfortune, he knew that thc^ 
young king had been tampered with, though'^ 
he was fcarcely twelve years of age, to take thcP^ 
government into his own hands. '^; 

Proceedings Such was the fitiiation of aflPairs when the ^ 
jjponthat regent fent the earl of Angus, the lord Gla-'V 
miis, chancellor, and the lord Ruthven, trea-- 
ftirer, with a letter to the king at Stirling, com- • 
plaining of the oflFences committed by the carlrf 
of Argyle and Athol, defiring to know his ma- 
jefty's pleafure concerning them : ** That if his* 
highnefs would allow him to follow the courfe 
of law, he might do his duty ; if otherwife hii 
majefty thought fit to overfee their difobe-' 
dience, that he would be pleafed to difburthen 
him of his office, and not fufFer his own name' 
and authority to be defpifed in the perfon. of 
his fervant : for as he had, at fundry times, 
made offer to dimit the regiment whenfoever 
his majefty was pleafed to take it into his own 
hands, fo will he now moft willingly refign the ; 
fame, fo as a fubftantial courfe were taken for 
the prefervation of his highnefs's perfon, the' 
ordering of his majefty's houfe, and the dif- 
penfing of the revenues of the crown." The 
regent then entered into a long recapitulation .. 
of the former fervices he had performed to* 

James 
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Jfames, in keeping the crown upon his head; A. D. 1577^ 
and ftrongly recommended to him to cultivate 
friendfliip with Elizabeth. This letter being 
communicated to the two earls and their 
friends^ they ad vijfed James publickly to declare 
his refolution to take the government into his 
own hands; and though Crawford fays that 
the regent came to Stirling on the twelfth of 
September, when he defired to refign the re- 
gency, yet it was refolved to ftrip him of it by 
authority. The fame author has given us the 
fpeech he madd on this occafion, which is manly 
and elegant, and was heard with aftonifhment 
hy the'council, where James prefided in perfon. 
He faintly refufed to accept of the refignation, 
but he acquainted the regent, that if he took 
upon himfelf the government, he muft have 
the immediate poffeffion of the caftle of Edin- 
burgh. This demand ftartled Morton ; but he 
replied in general, that his majefty fliould be 
obeyed in every thing ; upon which he retired 
to Edinburgh. 

Randolph was then in Scotland, on pretence 
of complimenting James upon the rapid pro- 
grefs he had made in his learning ; and Eliza- 
beth forefeeing that her friend Morton would 
lofe the regency, had ordered fbme troops to 
file off towards Berwick. This intelligence, and 
the incertainty whether Morton would furren- 
der the caftle of Edinburgh and the other 
forts in his hands, which he had put in excel- 

VoL. VIII. F lent 
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A. D. 1577* lent order, together with the public money and 
magazines in his poffeffion, induced the twQ 
earls to advife James to moderate meafures, and 
to promife Morton an indemnity for all that 
«578. had paffed during his regency. The anfwer he 
returned, if any, not proving fatisfeftory to 
James, on the tenth of March, the chancellor 
and .lord Herries were fent by the council to 
the regent at Edinburgh, with a letter import- 
ing, ** That his majefty having ferioufly taken 
into his confideration that diflike which moft 
people had of his government, and thofe trou- 
bles which, in all probability, were ready to 
fall upon the kingdom ; he had therefore, by 
the advice of the greateft part of the nobility, 
determined to take the management of his af« 
fairs into his own hands ; and becaufe ddays 
might produce many inconveniencies, he re- 
quired him inftantly to fend a declaration ia 
writing, certifying his obedience and allow- 
ance of what was done, and for the future to 
abftain from his prefent office of regent.'' 
Morton re- Mortou cndeavourcd to ward oflF this blow, 
fice. by adviiing the king to unite all parties into 

his fervice : but he was anfwered by James, in 
a letter written by his own hand. That becauie 
he faw no other way to maintain concord 
amongft his fubjefts, he had accepted the go- 
vernment in his own hands, and that he was 
confident to have the defects of his age and ex- 
perience fuppUed by his nobility, cfpecially by 

him- 
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hlmfi^^ tehom he would ever love and ac- a.d.is;*^ 
knowledge as his trufty coufin, moft tender to 
him in blood, and one of his true and faithful 
counfellors. The regent replied, That he was 
ready to reiign his office, provided he had an 
ample difcharge and remiffion confirmed by par- 
liament. To this it was anfwcred, that he 
fhould obtain fuch a difcharge in due time ; 
but on the twelfth of March, Lyon king at 
arms, and the heralds, in- their robes, pro« 
claimed the king's acceptance of the govern- 
ment at the market-crofs of Edinburgh, and 
Morton was obliged to attend the chancellor 
and the lord Henries at the ceremony. He even 
ordered the great guns of the caftle to be dif- 
charged, in approbation of the foleixinity ; but 
he publicly protefted, that his difmiflion from 
the regency Ihould be of no force nor eflfect, 
nor be deemed good in law, if the king fliould 
fubftitute another in his place. This tame re- 
fignation of Morton, which he performed in 
the moft ample manner, is a ftrong proof of his 
unpopularity. He had fcarcely executed the 
act, and received a full approbation of his fer-j 
vices, together with a difcharge, in the moft 
expreffive terms, of all his intermiffions and 
z&s while he was regent, than he repented of 
what he had done ; though the king and the 
nobility had bound themfelves in the penalty 
of five hundred thou(and pounds to obtain a 
ratification of his difcharge in full parliament. 

F z Being 
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A.DHS78. Being upbraided by his. friends for his precijrf* 
tancy, he refufed at firft to deliver up the caftle 
t)£ Edinburgh ; and fome cannon fhot was dif- 
charged by the garrifon agairkt the towa, 
where he. was exceffively hated; but the tiownf* 
Hien> taking pifirt with the new governnaent^ 
cut off the provifion of the garrifon, and he 
was obliged in a few days to furrender. 
Morton's Moitou now more than fufpeded that his ene- 

ivith the inies aimed at hi& life, on account of their ac^ 
*"^' cumulating demands. Notwithftanding the 

difchargc he had received, they began to talk 
of refuming fome part of the vaft eftate he 
had amafled, and employing it for the fupport 
of the crown. James had fagacity enough to 
perceive, that his new counfellors, who were 
twelve in number, were in a fair way to drive 
Morton to defpair, and afted with wonderful 
moderation. He fent the chancellor and trea- 
furer for his accompts ; and to be informed 
from him as to the ftate of the borders, where 
his nephew, the earl of Angus, was lieute- 
nant. Morton's anfwer to every point he was 
confulted on, was refpeclful and decent. He 
faid, that as foon as his majefty became of 
perfect age, he might command his eftate, if 
neceffary, for fupporting the honour of his 
crown. He freely rcfigned the mint houfe, 
with all its utenlils and bullion, to his majefty'a 
difpofal ; and advifedhim to fill up the office of 
lieutenant of the borders with any noblemaa 

whom 



t 
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he thought moft pro{)er for executing a^d^is^s.; 
that great truft< Upon theTeturnof the chan- Accidental 
cellor and. treaiiirer to Stirling with Morton's cSLcUw^ 
anfwer, the .fonner was killed in a fray be* 
tween hh followers and thofe of the earl of 
Crawford, a long variance having fubfifted be« 
tween the two families. The chancellor's 
death was an irreparable lofs to Scotland at 
that junfture. He was a wife, learned, mode- 
rate, nobleman, and had formed great fchemes 
for fettling the ecclefiaftical government of 
Scotland ; for which purpofe he had entered 
into a correfpondence with Theodore Beza. 
He was fucceeded in his high office by the earl 
of Athol, to the great fcandal of the church, as 
that nobleman was thought to be popifhiy af- 
fected, as were the earls of Gaithnefs and Eg- 
linton, and the lord Ogilvie, who were ad- 
mitted into the council at the fame time.. 
Thofe admiffions turned the affections of the 
clergy flrongly in favour of Morton, who, 
whatever his other demerits might be, was a 
declared enemy to the Roman catholic no« 
bility. 

Morton now affected a private life at the caf- The etH of 
Ues of Dalkeith and Lochleven, where he fe- t^e"cuS' 
cretly meditated the deftruftion of the new jj,^'jper. 
government. Refentment, as well as intereft, ^<*'** 
prompted him to begin with Alexander Er- 
mine, whom he confidered as the original au- 
thor of his difgrace^ and who had lately been . 

made 
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A. D. 1578* made governor of the cafile of Edinburgh. 
Finding the family of Mar were very fuf- 
ceptible of fufpicions, with regard to that gen- 
tleman's conduct tov^rds his nephew, the earl, 
who was now twenty years of age, the ab- 
botis of Dryburgh and Cambufkenneth, who 
were friends of the family^ were employed to 
fnrprize the caftle of Stirling ; which they did 
very effe^hially, turning all Alexander's fol* 
lowers out, and forcing their fucceflbrs in the 
garrifon to fwcar fidelity to the earl of Mar. 
> The news of this event reached Edinburgh, 
where the council was then fitting ; and the 
townfmen offered to raife a body of men for 
recovering the caftle, no doubt being made 
that the late regent had planned the enter- 
prize* In the mean while, the council received 
letters from Jam^s himfelf, who appeared to be 
quite indifferent is to what had happened, in- 
forming them that as it was a family affair, 
he intended to have it amicably adjufled in a 
meeting which fiiould be held, without any 
warlike appearance, at Stirling on the third of 
May. He even invited the earl of Morton to 
be prefent'; and the meeting being accordingly 
held, it was agreed, that the earl of Mar 
ihould receive the cuftody of the king's per-- 
fon, and the government of the caftle of Stir- 
ling ; but that his uncle fliould continue go- 
vernor of the caftle of Edinburgh ; and that 
when he came to court, he fhoiild have his ta- 

blQ 
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ble kspt aa before^ ^d himfelf continued in A^a^siK 
his pUce of gentleman of bis majefty's cham-^ 
ber. As to the earl of Mar, it was agreed^ 
that he ihould not remove his majefty to any 
place whatfoever without the confent of the 
council; that he . (hould admit none into hia 
caftle who were not known to be well affede4 
to the government^ an earl to be, admitted with 
only two fervants, a lord with one, and a gen* 
tleman fingle ; that Mr. George Buchanan, and 
Mr. Peter Young, ihould be ccmtinued pre* 
ceptors to the king ; and that no religious 
worfliip fliould be e^ercifed in the caftle, but 
fuch as was approved of by the ftates. 

Morton, by this new arrangement, and tho J^J^J^ 
regard ihewn to him by the young king, no^y intcreft. . 
recovered fome part of his influence at court,, 
and all differences were compromifed between 
him and the earls of Argyle and Athol ; but 
their friendfliip was not of long ftanding. The 
efiates having been fummoned to. fit on the 
tenth of July, it was found iiccelTary that a. 
previous meetijng of the members fhould be. 
held on the ten^h of June at Stirling, to pre-^ . > 

pare noatters for the parliament This conven- 
tion, as it was called, was very full, being 
compofed . of eight biihops, and as many abn 
bots, nine earls, eleven lords, and fever al com« 
miflioners ,of burghs. The earl of Morton 
prefided at the meeting by the king's earned 

defire. Being, afleml^ed, James informed them 

that 
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A.D.157I that he intended to call the parliaftent tog^^^ 
ther at Edinburgh, from whence it v^a9 hiif 
pleafure they Ihould be adjourfted to Stirling i 
and th&t he intended to fend an embafiador to* 
England, not only to cultivate a good corre- 
fpondence with Elizabeth, and to redrdfs fome 
hoftilities that had happened on the borders, 
but to claim the Lenox eftate, to which he 
was heir, by the death of his grandmother, 
the countefs. He added, that he Ihould be 
glad of a perfonal interview with Elizabeth, 
from whom he poiSibly might recover fome 
part of the ancient domain of the kings of 
Scotland in England, or fome equivalent, to 
enable him to maintain his dignity. His 
fyeech occafioned a great debate; and it was,* 
at laft, agreed, that the embafly ihould be fent 
to England; but the earls of Argyle, Mon- 
trofe, and Caithnefs, with the lords Lindfay, 
Iniiermeath, and the mafier of Marihal, pro- 
tefted againft the whole proceeding, they be- 
ing warmly inclined to the French party. 
Danger of a 1"^^ kingdom was thus more divided than 
dvu war. ^ver. The general hatred borne to Morton ag- 
gravated his faults, perhaps beyond the truth ; 
for it was publicly given out that he intended 
to carry the king to the caftle of Lochleven, 
and to deliver up his perfon to Elizabeth for a- 
fum of money. This was believed all over 
the kingdom ; and the citizens of Edinburgh 
offered, at their own expences, to aflift the 

council* 
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connci), whkh oontinned to fit there) in ref- A.d. 1579. 
coimg the king out of Morton's hands. Tbet^ 
refentment againft that noblemai^ was the 
more ihaitpeaed on this occafionv becaufe they 
' looked opoo him as the advifer of transferring 
the parttament from the capital to the caftle 
of Stirling) to their great pri^dice. The 
council encouraged them in their complaints ; 
adding) that they could not a^embte in fafety 
in a fortrels wh^re Morton bad the fole di» 
re^on; and that they could bring the moft 
undoubted proofs tf his being then in a treaty 
to betray the liberties of the kingdom to 
Elizabeth. 

Thefe, and many other allegations of the 
fame kind, to^dier with the difpofitions of 
all ranits of men againft Morton, muft have 
]^ved his immediate ruin, had it not been 
ibr many advantages he itill poffefled. His 
family*<ionnedions were powerful, "the perfon 
of the king was in his hands. He could com- 
usaod mof e ready money than was in all the 
Idngdom befides ; but above all, Elizabeth flill 
-confidered htm. as the prop of her caufe in 
Scothmd. It is not impoflibie that he flattered 
Che young king with a notion of his being 
-able to prevail with Elizabeth to grant him a 
penfioB, or feme eftates in England. Eliza- 
beth finding that Drury and Killigrew were 
difagreeable even to ^any of Morton's iricnda 
-among the Scots, ordered Sir Robert Bowes, a 

Vol.. VHL G gentle- 
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A.D.I57S. gentleman of a very fair charader, to repair as 
her embaflador to Scotland; and, if pofilble, 
to prevent Morton from lofing the regencyc 
Dated sept« Iff a letter from Bowes to Burleigh^ I find him 
blaming Morton for not being advifed hy him 
Off' that occafion ; and indeed he appears from 
aH his adions, as if he had intended to reififlate 
himfelf in the regency. He refolved» iaall, 
events, that the king Ihould not appear in 
perfon at Edinburgh ; and he thought that It. 
was dangerous for himfelf to enter a citf 
where he was fo much hated. He therefore 
perfuaded James to ilTue a proclamation for af- 
fembling the parliament on tlie fixteenth of 
July at Stirling. 
DechratioD . Thc chaucellor, Athol, who was at the head 
oi/againft" of the couucil at Edinburgh, no longer dif- 
Morton. femblcd his indignation at a proceeding which 
plainly difcovered Morton's arbitrary and dan- 
gerous deiigns. He and the other counfellora[ 
therefore publilhed a declaration, in which 

they mentioned the enormities committed du*.: 

■• _ ....«...•■..« 

ring "the earl of Morton's regency, which had: 
induced the king to appoint the council to re-. 
fide at Edinburgh for the adoi^hiftrat^on of 
juftice; and that by the care they had takem 
of affairs, all things had gone well and peace- 
ably, till the faid carl, out of his ambitious 
defire to rule, did fuborn fome wicked infini- 
^ments to furprife the king's houfe and perfon 
at Stirlinjj. They then accufed Morton of en- 

- thralling 
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throning die king ibfara that none of his, befi; ^•°' «•:•• 
fnbjeds cQuIcI have free acc^s unto bUn^and 
ufurprng tlie jnrifdi Aion of his majefty '9 . ordn 
iiary couna]^ in tranflating the parUai;i|if;pt 
from Edinbargh to Stirling^ He wzs lie^ac- 
cufed of levying foldiers at the king's charge 
to oppreis his majefty's obedient and loyal 
fubjeifls, and to maintain himfelf in his wicked 
and violent defigns: ^^ In confideration o£ 
which abufes, (continues the proclamation) 
aiid left theie notorious prefumptions ihouldy: 
by their continued patience, grow to a further: 
height, they had refolved, laying afide all dif*; 
ficulties, to withftand the violences pradifed: 
by him, under the title of the king's autho* 
rity, and to hazard their goods, lives, and. 
lands, for the delivery of his majefty's peifon ; 
out of his thraldom: protefting that the in* 
conveniehcies which fhould enfue upon the 
prefent troubles, fhould not be imputed to 
them, inlfmuch as they were forced into it, 
for tiLblr own juft and necellary defence, the re- 
fiitutibn of their native prince to liberty, and 
the delivering of the church and common- 
wealth from the tyranny of a man who ever 
fohght, and ftill did feek, the ruia and over«> 
throw of both.^ 
This declaration had a wonderful effecl upon P'«:i«m«- 

* tioDS for an 

the people • and though counter-proclamations army to i>« 
were iffued from the court at Stirling, no re- 
jB^rd was paid to them by the public. Tt\e 

G? flicriff- 
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A.D. H?*' ihmffdoms ' of EdiiibiiTgl^* HndAirngbou^ Laii^ 

wido^ of) Kykand CuDniogfaam, verp.€batB«4 

15 tli«'kiag'« name to lie in readioeA vltii'fiC^' 
t«aa'^ys proviiion, to £6Qow im m^e&y oe 
lasikuteiiaiits upoa fiac hcmrs warnings whera^ 
6Ver they fluould be direSbadL A coiQiniffiMi 
at tlfe fame timir wa^'iflued^ eotiftitiitfiig kh§ 
eiri of Angus the kang\3 lieuljenaiit againft tdMf 
rddds^ as they ivmr called. The cInMiceHor atui 
the earl of Argyle were commsmded^ ial^4 
kitrg'^^&amej to retire from Bdinburgh to tirt& 
i^fpe^ve dwellings in th« country; aidd Sttttft^f ' 
the chief magiilrate of that town, wa* ordereipEf 
' ' \ tb aj)pt€hend all who had taken ^rms within ats 
liberties, and t^fufler no miain ki' arms, unleft^ 
aStnifiijRiooed by the king, Co enter the £iaML;' 
StuArt, upon receiving this order; rep^aired tt^ 
S^iriihg, where he pleaded that the authorityi 
of the couricil was fuperibr in Edinburgh t^ 
thatt)f theinagiftrates, who were not in a cbiifc^ 
dhidn to prevent what had happened. ^or<hfisi 
apology, reafonable as it was, 'Sfttk^t iiks^ :\a^ 
Morton's meahSj e<Jniteittod cloft J)rifonei!» ^ 
the caftle of Stirling. '■'\\'7..l 

Theautho- No regard being had to any ^edaration Dr' 
pniSL'ent p^oclamation iffued from Stirling, the membierb 
£S of ^^^ councit at Ediftbwgh affembled to <Ieli^. 
berate how they were to proceed.^ It was tm^**^' 
i^moufly refolyed to di^^vow the aut|iority <rf 
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traft, tUs JOrd lihidfiiy^ wlior&adr abnid^i^ 

ditjiaftop c^ OrkncTv were ordecod? tor 9cy>i# 
Stirlitag^^ 9nd :ia the naime of the t« 

jprolteft agfttoft the traltdtty of all prQQ«$dii^ 
there, for the reafons I have alreadyriiieiK 
twned, :Tliey peifonsed this dangercMi^ 09911-^ . 1 

imffioa jqft aiftcr the k#ng had opened the ie£f 
fioa uith a fpoech^ ua urhieh : he dedued him^ 
£d£t9be</ree. Their boldnofs . gave offeiKs ta 
Morton ; askd ihey wene ordered to cpnfipe 
thcmfislviss to their Ts4>edive lodgi^s^^ till tber 
Imig's pleafure aoncermng their offe&ice^ ihouid 
be known* 

The event makes it rery difficult to gue(s at James fides 
the tmt leatiments and fituation of jam^s at ton*8ene. 
thisjun&ure. lam apt to think that Morton ^^^ 
ind but little credit with him, or power ovoc 
his affedtons. This is the naore probable, a$ 
Buchanaii» his pareceptor, was at this tunc Mor^ 
tO(n's enemy, fpr detaining from. him a favounte. 
hocfe. . Even Mortpn's great, friend and confix 
dc&tf Dromquhajirel, fecretly hated him; but 
his capital enemy, about the king's perfon, wa^ 
a forward, bold, young man, Stuart, fon to the 
lord Ochikree. It was more than probable, 
through. their iuggeftions, that James privately, 
fent a letter to Montrofe, while under his con-^. 
finement, otdering him to Fq^air to Edinburgh 
ynt}^ all fpeed, and to join with the xJiafioellor 

in 
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A.B.i57Lin-4 slivering him out of Morton's hands, i6 
"whom he faid he was a prifonen MoDtrofe 
obeyed the ordcfr with great alacrity, and Edin- 
burgfa" was foon filled with Morton's enemies ii|* 
arms. But I am now to introduce a new farbu* 
rite upon the ftage, who bade fair to fupplan^ 
all others. 
Cafe of tbe Matthew, earl of Lenox, had two fons : the 
thTiJnox ^ one was father to James, and the other Charles, 
"^'* who fucceeded his father in his eftate and title, 

to the famous lady Arabella Stuart. James, M 
being the male defcendant from the elder bro- 
ther, claimed the whole Lenox eftate ; but Eli* 
zabeth, for very obvious reafons, laid it under 
a fequeftration, till the property of it ihouldbe^ 
tried between him and lady Arabella. As 
James had never concerned himfelf in the «•' 
prefentation, he granted the titles of the eftate 
to Robert, bifhop of Caithnefs, who was bro- 
ther to his grandfather, earl Matthew, and elder 
brother to John lord D'Aubigni, whofe £iini^ ^ 
refided in France. As the bifliop had no chit* 
dren ; and as his nephew, Efm6 Stuart,, lord "^ 
D'Aubigni, was a promifing yoimg nobleman^ ' 
the bifliop refigned the earldom of Lenox into ' 
the king's hands, who intended to give it to ^ 
Efme, but created the bifhop earl of March, and 1 
invited Efme to Scotland, to th^ great dlfplei- 
fure of Elizabeth. 
fttufiS^' Before D'Aubigni's. arrival, both parties wevQ - 
wi^ Eiirt. in amjs^ but Morton fiiU proceeded in the-bufi'* • 

nef^ 
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^ ncfe ofu.t.hjB.parlj^?^at of Stiding, A^efl\ conn- a.d. 15^ 
dl was clvofea» ihe fprmqr, being cppfidered ia.- 

the liffh^t of rebels, and^fome Qew.reguIjitioQ^. 

■ ^ . . '^^^ \ ' '. ■'•■•■■.»'." ^* •■■ — •• »■■ -^ "<. ' 

wexe imde for their obfervan(?ec Mortoa'^^ di£» - 
charge and parapn. was renewed^ and. confirm^ 
ed tohisown^xnind ; and the. old counteis gf 
Mar obtained apeniion for the fervices jQxe. had > 
done hiipy.^ NQtwithftanding thofe appearances, 
we ieam, frbpi the ftate-papers of that time* 
that Mpr ton w^s highly, diff^tisfied with Eli^a-,. 
beth. ^Sh^ not , only r^eded^all the propoikis, 
and requefls lajd before her ^y the, abbot, oIj 
DumiFermling,, the Scotch embaffadorj^ but rq-, , 
quired Tan^es to give fecurity,, to enter into no . 
Iio^Qlitieis .agaipft her for a, pertain number qf ~ 
jears; and In the mean wl^ile, to conclude at 
defeniive league with England againft the^o^:;^ 
piC^^party and all invaders. TJpon the zhbot^^^ ^ 
return with fo . diicouraging an anfwer, Mor- ,' 
ton cpuld not cQUceal his vexation. Hehs^d^ 
always pretejpided, that Elizabeth woulS be dit;^ 
re^ed by hip;i in the affairs of Scotland ; buthj^J ^,> 
ani^wcr plaiijy Cb^gwed the miftake, Elizabeth.,;, 
endeavoured to exgufe herfelf for her unfavour-/ 1 
able proceecfingjj^ w^ ihe prppiifed to alter,. r 
as Toon as Mprton and her friends in Scotland ; . 
could take ilames out of. the hands of thci ,| 
French^ jipd pgpifb party, which was.npt, in th^, ^3 
power to do without her affillance,^ .. , . ., . 

• BiichtoUnthe«flifiah, ajwekani' friiirSfecef bf'tioWc^ 
thee^M'aa^l ^djr^UMtttmrj bcOttsbt^bisJiUtGfrir dosm; to •:. 

the 
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Ajd. »st«. CKzabeth, in her nfiial inaiiiier, fe^t feact 

^ (^ inftro^ons to her minifters, Bowes aad Itaii- 

dolphy to keep Morton in good homour, and 

if poffible not to fufier him and his ffiendi Co 

be ruined. He (aw, when it was too late^ that 

he owed the chief misfortunes he laboured un- 

der, to his neglecting thofe who had the car of 

James ; and he endeavoured, but without ctttBt^ 

to repair his error. He even prevailed with the 

king to publifli a proclamation firom Stirlni^ 

importing, *« That it u-as pofitivdy hb own 

delire to remain at that place; and fi>leniiilj 

called the Almighty God to witnefi, that the 

chancellor, nor any of the lords of the cooncij^ 

had any fuch warrant from him, by word or 

writing, for levying of men, as he or Aev pte- 

tended ; and therefore willed all his good fiib- 

jecb to live in peace, and not to be milled by 

fuch falie informations.^ As the chanodfor and 

the eaii of Montrofe hid apprized the pUbSc 

that James looked upon himielf as a prifiaocTy 

this prDclamadon was far from anfyrcnng Mcr- 

tOQ^s views, asc the Icrds at IL&Azir^ sardi- 

ed with an arrry cf leven thciz&iid men towards 

Stiriirg* We art to'd that Morten could rdfe 

no men but thcie he hired : b:it iome lay, dot 

the ara:y u::ier the eiii of Angos amonntBd to 

Cve thccfaad i&en. Though there is great <fif- 
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3 tagreenient4ft: tb€ ac<:bunt£i^ yet Spotfwood ad«. a-P-'st^i 

,,|Bits that thfi king's aripy, .wa& far inferior to ; 

' .that of tb^ lords ; which i^ the. more prQ|)^Ie9 

;:^ t)pcaufe of the great pains which BoW<^^ now 

, took £01; bringing about a pacification. /Both 

:: armies were .then advanced to . th^ neighbour- 

. , hood of Fft^drk. According to fqme manu* 

.ifiript biftqfians I have^feen^ s^nd which appear 

.. ; to be cooteni^oraryy when the army of the 

.>; lords jUytbere, their .numl^rs amounted to 

...^bout ten thoufand: but th^^Y were without 

. : .engineers or artillery to force the cafile to 

r ; /urrender, and the perfpn .of, James muft have 

,. been endangered in cafe of a jlege : add to this, 

.. that an invafion from England was every day 

, , expeded, under the fpecious pretext of fup- 

. porting the young king^s authority. Such were 1^1^. 

the coniiderations that induced the chancellor ."^*^»» 

and his party, while they lay at Falkirk^ to 

^... agree to the treaty propofed by Bowes, and 

... coniifting of feven articles. The fubftance of 

them were, that both parties ihould imme- 

. diately difmifs their troops j that before the 

firll of the following May, a grand council 

fiiould be held, for doing juftice to botfi^^ar- 

ties, and for reconciling all differences among 

the nobility. This pacification, which wascall- 

ed thip articles of Stirling, and which was iigned 

the fourteenth of Auguft, reftored a fudden 

and tinexpeded tranquility to the kingdom. 

It was publilb^d in the king's name and ?utho- 

Vol. VIII. H rity. 
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A.D.157S. ritjr. it is remarkable, that in the fecond af' 
tide he declares himfelf thoroughly perfuaded, 
that the lords convened with the chancellor^ 
took arms only for the tender ajBFeftioa tbey 
bore to him ; and the earl of Angus was obliged 
to renounce his office of lieutenancy, in which 
the lord Ruthven fucceeded him, Morton and 
his friends returned to James at Stirling, and 
the heads of the other party to Edinburgh, from 
whence they retired to their own eftates, but 
had frequent meetings to confult of their future 
proceedings.^ 

which The revolt of the Netherlands ftill continuing* 

proves inef- • • 1 

fcauai. Elizabeth had prevailed with the government 
of Scotland to fuffer men to be levied there for 
the fervice of the revolters. One Strachan was 
dijrefted to raife and command thofe levies; 
and, as he was a dependent upon Morton, it 
was fufpecled, that he intended to feize upon, 
and fortify, the high church of Edinburgh, fo 
a3 to over- awe the townfmen. This furmize, 
together with fome very unpopular alterations 
of the coin (but, above all, the clofe detention 
of James at Stirling) renewed the vigilance of 
the chancellor; and he brought the nobility 
and landholders of the great county of Fife to 
loin him and his friends in a bond of aflbcia* 

* Sir James Balfour, in his MS. memoirs, fays, that the in- 
icription upon the ilandards of the lords (fuppoflng the king to 
complain, and them to anfwer) was, 

(King) Captive I am ; liberty I crave. 

(Lords) Our lives we fliaU lofe, or that ye fiiall have. 

tion* 
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tion. This determined James to haften the con- ^» i>- >578* 
vention, which had been ftipulated by thie late 
pacification, and to fix it to the twentieth of 
September. The earls of Rothes and Buchan; 
with the lords Ruthven and Boyd, were named 
to be arbitrators on the part of Morton and 
his friends ; and thofe appointed for the earls 
of Athol and Argyle, were the lords Lindfay, 
Herries, Ogilvie, and Inncrmeath. The twen- 
tieth of Sepitember was fixed for the time of 
the meeting; and notice was given to the 
chancellor for that purpofe. His anfwer was, 
^ that he and his friends did not chufe to trull 
their perfons in Stirling ; but that they would 
nieet at Edinburgh towards the end of No- 
T-ember.'* He required, at the fame time, 
that fome gentlemen who had been lately 
turned out of their places might be reftbred ; 
and that his friends might be at liberty to fend a 
meffenger to England. 

Uj)on the fuppofition that James was then Of ^^^Xw^at 
age, thofe and fome other conditions, which surUng. 
the chancellor propofed, were highly difre- 
fpeftful to his perfon and authority; and 
Jkmes himfelf took it amift that, being hii 
fubjefts, they fhould defire to fend any mef- 
fenger to England. He threatened to complain 
of their contumacy not only to the queen of 
England, but other princes ; and, in the mean 
while, he iffued a proclamation for the arbi- 
trators^ to meet on the day appointed. The 

H z chancellor 
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A.p.i57'« chancellor and his party returned no anfwcr 
to the notices fent to them by the king's or- 
der, pretending that he was not at his liberty. 
Many eis:pedients wcre^ tried by the . friends of 
both fides for a reconciliation ; and, at laft, 
tipbn the earl of Morton offering to withdraw 
himfelf out of the caftle, the other party re- 
paired to Stirling oji the twentieth of Septem- 

$poifwoQd, ^^^ The affembly was opened by a fenfiblc 

but elegant fpeech from the throne, which 
had fo good an effeft, that all prefent promifed 
to lay afide their animoiities, and to fubmit 
their differences to a fair difcuffion. Thfc chin- ' 
cellor and Argyle prefented their complaints 
agaitift Morton for his condud during the re* 
gency in writing. Being called upon to an* . 
fwer, he put them in mind of the very ample 
pardon he had received, in which they them^ 
felves were parties. He then entered into t 
full defence of his condud; and fhewed that 
he had the greateft reafon to be fdiffatisfied 
with the behaviour of his antagonifts ; but 
that he was fincerely willing to bury all dif- 
ferences at his majefty's defire. His modera*^ 
tion hjad the defired effeft ; and a feeming re- 
conciliation took place on both parts. 
Death of Lord Ruthvcu proved himfelf equal to hii 

ccfior.*^' difficult poft of lieutenant of the borders, 
where he nedreffed many diforders ; but being 
thwarted by the lord Maxwell, who coiild 
neither bear a fuperior nor ec^^ua^ in thofip 

p^rts/ 
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parts, he brought hhn before the king at ^.j), 1573;, 
Stirling; and upon a hearing on both fides. 
Maxwell's wardenfhip of the borders was com* 
mitted to lord Herfies. Frequent meetings oi 157^ 
the nobility were fiill held at Stirling, and a 
good underfianding feemingly continued ; fo 
that the two parties gave each other frequent 
entertainments. Morton invited the chancel* 
lor to one more fplendid than common ; but 
the latter furyived it only a few days. His 
friends immediately gave out that he was poi- 
foned, and his body was opened. According 
to archbifliop Spotfwood, when the phyficians 
were examined Ijy the council, they declared 
they did not perceive any fign of his being 
,poifoned ; but Moyfes, a contemporary, and 
cxad hiftorian, exprefly fays that the dodors 
and apothecaries declared him to be poifoned. 
However this may be, it is certain that the 
chancellor's lady and friends formally proteftcd 
that the proceedings before the council ihould 
not prejudge the criminal purfuit, which they 
intended before the juftice general. The. 
death of the chancellor, who appears to have 
been the only man in Scotland equal to Mor- 
ton in abilities and intrepidity, opened the 
mouths of the public againft his fuppofed mur- 
derer, whofc interefl: was now fo gi^at, that 
two poets, one of them Turnbull, a famous 
fchoolmafter at Edinburgh, and the other Scot, 
a man of wit, were executed at Stirling for 

compoiing 
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A. Di IS79* compofing libels upon his perfon. . The Hamil- 

Morton^s toii family alone now flood in the way of his 

cvcriucf ^^jj^Qfj ambition; and James, whatever his 

fecret fentiments might be, had neither the 
courage nor means to check him. The conn- 
tefs-dowager of Mar, and the young earl, her 
grandfon, were perpetually founding his paft 
fervices in the ears of the young king, and 
the danger to which his perfon was expofed by 
the Hamiltons, who had been declared next 
heirs to his crown. It was at laft refolved, by 
Morton's inftigation, to deftroy them by law, 
as having been acceffaries in the murders of 
the two regents, Murray and Lenox, and by 
executing the fentence of forfeiture which had * 
paffed againft them, and which had never beeit 
repealed, *' '^ 

igainft the As Morton was then abfolute at the cotin* • 
Hamilton, cil-board, this fuggeftion was foon approved*^ 
of ; and after fome debate about the forms of • 
proceeding, the earls of Morton, Mar, and- 
Eglington, with the lords Ruthven, Cathcart,' ' 
and Boyd, were empowered to feize the per- 
fons of the lords John and Claud Hamilton, 
their eldeft brother the earl of Arran being 
ftill alive, but continuing a lunatic. Morton 
ftill kept on foot a body of mercenary troops,* 
who could be affembled upon fix hours warn- 
ing ; but the two lords were advertifed of their 
danger ; and the eldeft, who was in pofTeflion 
of the eftate, and confidcred as the head of 

his 
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tis family, made his efcapc in a failor*s habit ^•^•»579* 
to England, and from thence td France, while 
the other (lord Claud) refided privately in 
England* Morton proceeded at the head of 
his mercenaries^ and took the caflles of Draf- 
fen and Hamilton. The garfifon of the latter 
were carried ignominioufly prifoners to Stir- 
ling, where their commander was hanged. 
Neither the gnilt nor the flight of the two 
lords could affeft the eftate of Hamilton, du* 
ring the earl of Arran's li^e, unlefs it could be 
found that he likewife had incurred the crime 
of treaibn ; which, though he had been long 
ackiiowkdged to be a lunatic, wks compafled 
by the infamous fophiftry of Morton. The 
two brothers were declared rebels; and, under 
pretence that the earl of Arran's lunacy never 
had been legally proved, he was found guilty, 
of treafon, becaufe his two caftles were not 
furrendered upon the firft fummbns. The ma- 
lice of Morton did not flop at thofe proceed- 
ings, atrocious and barefaced as they were. 
The chief gentlemen of the name of Hamil- 
ton were obliged to give bail not to affift the 
fugitive lords, and for their being always ready. . 
to appear before the council; and even lor4 
John's wife was fuffered to enjoy the jointure 
Ihe had by a former hufband only on the like 

r 

unjuft conditions. 

The nation, in general, from thofe violent Mary*i em- 
proceedings, became apprehenfivc that the pa- fufed Xd^' 

• r ^» mittance to 

cification hcfon. 
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A. a 1579 cification at Perth wa9 ready to be sumulled ;* i 
ftep which muft involve thoufands^ who were 
willing to live quietly under the government, 
in the charge of treafon. Morton therefore 
advifed James to publifli a declaration,^. im- 
porting, that the late meafures which had been 
piurfued were only to revenge the murder of 
his father and the regents ; and that no artide 
of the pacification fhould be infringed or called 
in queftion. This declaration had not all the 
effed that Morton expeded. The earl of Ar- 
gyle was declared chancellor in the roon^ of 
Athol ; and the funeral of the latter being c& 
kbrated with great folemnity at £dinbui|[h| 
the public talk was revived of his being poi< 
foned. About this time, Mary's French •&• 
cretary, Monf. Naue, arrived in Scodand, with 
feme prefents from her to her fon; and among 
others, a veft embroidered by her owa 
hands, with a letter, which being directed ^ To 
the prince of Scotland,*' was returned un- 
opened ; he himfelf wa« refufed admittance' to 
the king, and ordered to leave the kingdom. 
This barbarous behaviour towards his mother 
feems to have funk deep into die mind of 
James ; and Morton to regain, if poffible, fome 
part of his popularity, advifed him to call 
together a pariiament to be held at Eldinburgh 
on the twentieth of Oclober. Even this mea- 
fure did Morton no fervice. His former mifr 
deeds, and particularly the execution of the 

two 
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two poets, who were fo well beloved by their ^ ^« »S7f« 
f^avp-citizens, . that great interceifion bad ^ 
been mzdt for thfeir lives, ^cre more openly 
t2(]Jk^d of than ever ; abd Randolph durft not 
ihew his face abroad, left he ihould be in^ 
fult^d by the popuhce. I am inclined to think, 
that though Naue was denied accefs to the 
king, he found means privately to convey 
ibnie fecret difpatcji^es to his hand ; and that 
Mary thereiainftrudred James m what manner 
he.jfwas to behavey ..towards D'Aubigni, who, ^^^^ 
while the preparations were making for hold- 
ing.the parliament, landed in Scotland. 
. He was a graceful young man, of infinuating ^^^f 
manners,' and gentle difpofition. He came ^'Aubigni, 
over under pretext of paying his rcfpeds to 
the king, his near kinfman, and as( intending to 
return to France after a fliort ftay ; but it foon 
appeared that a deeper plan had been fettled 
between James and his niother. No fooner 
did he land, than the eneoties of Morton 
pointed him out as the inftrument of his de- 
ftruAion. After being fplendidly entertained 
by: the magiftrates of Edinburgh, the chief in- 

ff • ' " 

• ** Some people alledgecf that the king was never inclined to . 
pardon thofe two poiets, becaufe Scot one da^r, before ibme com'« 
pany^ reading the Stirling articles^ fuddenly (lopped when he 
was'but half way, and being defired to go on, (aid, *' We will 
what Morton wills, and that is all f* '< Nay, faid TumbuU* 
aad the queen of Englaod too/' The fatire here was obvious 
enough to any man who had read the articles ; and indeed it is 
not unlikely that this jeft helped the unfortunate authors to the 
gallows. V Crawford* ji Memoirs, P* 3^^* 

Vol. VIII. I . habitants 
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habitants efcortcd him to Stiriing, whfeM "tkt 
moment he vras introduced to : JameS) he be* 
came a f avourite, and had the tidd -of ' -eaif jof 
Lenox conferred on him^ together with the: 
Tich abbey of Arbroath^ to fopport his nskl 
The chief bulineis for which the; paHiuMOt 
was called, and which had been adjmmiedi^fii 
the fifth of November^ was to ^urb the htait\ 
of the ecdefiaftics, who infifted npon hxnng 
the church polity ftttled according ■ to ihxit 
own model; and, ottotwithftanding -the Idon^r 
exprefs orders te the coBtrary^ lud ^'Cenforal: 
Morton's archbiflibp^ of St.\ Aadtew^s fpsr 'fitdng 
in parliament, and granting coUationstd be*^ 
sefices.. The day before the: meeting^. James 
made his entry by tht weft-gate of £dinbuf^h<^ 
on foot; and by his familiar beliairiour with 
his new favourite, all the hopes, of ' Morfecm^t 
enemies were confirpied. The faiftoriea of fhe:: 
times are full of the fplendor and pa^eantry^of^i 
his reception in his capital, and the prodigioM: 
acclamations of joy which attended him to - 
his palace of Holyrood-hoiifc. The, obftiiiaqri. 
of the minifters ftill continuing,. ti^y;m:t Uritk - 
no ri^drefs; and James fuffered the cott&cil lo. 
fufpend their cenfur^s an4.e.3(C$UilD»unicattQiiii' 
In ihort, a yifibie «difg^ft. towai:4s hn clergy, 
appeared all of a fudden ia his j>ebayiour. 

This happened^ at an^j^ntawardly time, wbeo* 
he had taken a popiiQ^ f^youritei into biftmoft 
intimate councils. The clergy and the moft 
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fevtow pafti of the proteftants complaiiied ^^'579< 
Icadlf of the iniblenc behaviour of the pa* 
pifts; aH over the kingdom, where in fome 
places the popifli ritual was revived ; and inr 
others* tlue per&ms and profeffions of the ixi^^ 
luftetft Mmre reviliBd James, to Aill the da) 
mvttt agmifti poperyv peifuaded his £»v<Miri4e 
fiiAiteirmceive iivpioteftant chaplain into his 
lioiift, aiid^: afterwards puUidy to al]jure the 
€«r^ ::.o£(^thfi ^eiuirdi <tf > Roode in ^e high 
Clmfeh4 oi hSiinfatogh. His tonverfion wa$ 
fiir£wir||)viii^ the expeded. fatisfeAioii, DiP> 
pnfkjimm «cre &id ta have ' been iittereepted 
fyom Roflie, bf whidi tkt papifts ^ were pa:- 
ntkttd tn^ promife, fwear] fubfcrifae, and do 
wtfaat eUe ftotdd be required of them ; fo a^v 
is' mindy they Gcmdnued^£rm^ and did ufe- 
Acir ditigencceo advance in fecret the Roman 
^sBtk** James eafily fcfrefaw^ the terriUe ef- 
ftfis w&ich^this difcovoy might produec! ; f or 
though*' peirhaps, it was not real, it was en- 
tirely totifofiant M the avowed- doftrine^ of 
thie ' Romift duurch; He therefore agreed to^ 
jmd fubferibed^ k ftort coiifts^n of faith^ 
dnswn op*by xme GraSg^^ a minifter^ <* Whereinr spotrwMd. 
flJt the corruptaons of K^me^ M well in doc^ 
trifle as outward rites, were {Mtrticuhrly ab-f 
jQRd ; and 1 clanfe infested, by which the &xbr 
ioribers did caU 6od to withei^ that sa their 
niads and heartsi they tlid fuUy agree to the 
lai# comfsffiofty and d^i not £sig& or (jEflemble 

I 2 in 
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A. D. 1579. in any fort." The king's example was folt^ 
lowed by all his court and counfellorsj^.and 
fomewhat allayed. the fears of tho clergy ;■ fo^ 
that Morton thought, he had nothing-now to ' 
truft to but the friendfliip of .Elizabeth. ■ 

^"?^\ The parliament having refumed its* fefSdttj' 
ftvcral ads paffed in favour of the church ; h&t 
the clergy ftill infifting that their jurifdiftioQ} 
privilege, and authority, (hould* be more pre-- 
cifely afcertained than they then were, a comr 
miflion was given for that purpofe^ to Morton, 
the chancellor Argyle, the earls of Rothes and' 
Buchan, the archbifhop of St. Andrew's, the' 
commefidators of Dumfermling, Ncwbottlc,' 
Deer, Culrofs, Mr. Erfkin of Dun, fuperin- 
tcndant of Angus, Mr. John Spotfwood fu-' 
perintendant of Lothian, James Lawfon, John 
iCraig, and David Lindfay, minifters, with 
Alexander Hay, clerk of regifter, to alTexnble 
at Edinburgh on the fourth of April, next, 
and to report their opinions to the king and 
eftates, that the matters in difpute might be 

^lUmMt. fettled ia parliament. Provifions were made 
for preventing the young nobility and 
gentry, who went ^abroad, from being pef* 
verted to popery, and many other popular afls 
palled, particularly for the relief of the pooTi 
and tlie fuppreffion oi vagrants ; but the former 
forfeitures againft the Hamilton family and 
their friends were confirmed, and their eftates 
V^ere adjudged to belong for ever to the arown, 

finleii 
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Uiilcfs they were sinckrded in'the padficationt^^t'STf- 
of Perth. : • fionae - laws ' mcvd likewife ^enaSsd' 

« 

for the benefit ', of tirade^ i and particularly that ». 

the buirgh3;ihpuld have.^ah exdufive privilege' 
of traffiC:ijQ;the;SpaaiJ[h.Low Countries. .; I^h^ . 
flatutes of; this parliament are the.laft tha^ jare 
contained in t^e:eii:ceUeli.t coUedion known, by^ 
the name of the Black A&s» , . . -* . : .v 
During the f^flion» or foon after the ri£lng. 
pf the parliament, the report was revived all 
over the kingdom, that Morton was carrying- 
on ^ private correfpond^nce with Elizabeth for 
(ielivering the king's perfon into her hands; 
Perhaps the violent oppofition in favour of 
]VIorton, made by her cmbafladors to Lenox and 
his friends, firengthened, if it did not give rife 
to, thofe reports. Morton, who faw he was not 
now in a condition to flifle them by his ppwer; 
complained of them to the council, where they 
were difcouraged by James, who feemed to be * 
fatisfied with Morton's o£Fering to fubmit him** 
fdf to a trial; and a proclamation was iffued 
againft lies, and difperfers of tales tending to 
create difcord betwixt his majefty and any 
of his nobility. The proceedings of the coun- . 
pil foon made Morton fenfible that the ftorm 
which had been raifed againft him was far 
from being blown over by this proclamation ; 
for in a few days a motion -was made in coun^ 
qUj that the office of high-cbamberlain, which 
|iad been lain ip difufe for many years> ihould 

be 
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A»9. i579> be revived ; aad that he ftoiild xttend Ins ma* 
A body. jefty at aU umea, witk twcBty-foor perfons uo- 
£^^' der hia commind^ aU. of thrav iIm^ £ms of niv 
Uemea or barons. The motion. ^Rsas unasi- 
iBonfly- agreed to ; and the poft^of.Mgh-cbam* 
berkaa was conferred upon the ear)^ of Lenox, 
^ho was BOW Morton^s declared enemy, and^ 
who nominated Erikinc, the govermM* of Edin-^ 
lniq;h caftle^ to bf his deputy. The. twenty- 
four were the iam, of the earls qf. Marfli^d,' 
ItotheSy and Caflils \ the fons of lord Lindfay^ 
Leyingftcn, Elphinftpn,^ Herries, and Ogilvie ; 
the lairds of Coldinkno ws, Bai^eny, Bomby^ 
Kilfyth, Minto, BaUenden, Strathurd, and^ 
Mppcrief; Mark Ker of Frefton-Grange, 
George Donglai of Rumgawy, captain James 
Stuart) ioA to the lord of Ochiltree, Alezan^ 
der liuthven, the prior of Coldingham, tha 
comniendator of InchaSery, Alexander Hmnci 
CtamioH, ol North Berwick,^ and James Chifiiolm. To 
^ ^*'* theie were added the lord Maxwell^ and the 
lairds of Cesford, Ardkinlas, CapripgtoOt 
Manderfton, and Cayerftone, who were not to^ 
give a conftant attendance, but when partial? 
larly called by the lord high-chamberlain. 
Sdia^ Morton had now reconrfe to his laft refuge, 
the friendship of England. Bowes had feme 
time before left Scotland to receive new inftruc- 
ti<His £rom Elizabeth ; but returning all on a 
liidden, he behaved with great indecency, both 
to James and the earl of Lenox. Having do- 

nuudcd 
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manded aa audience of the council^ be prefent- A«t>. tsto. 

ed to thi^Bd 'St genml letter VaiMl at tbe fiemie 

timey l^sWBLi>^ tbe ead of LtntfK^ as l)ding 

:in emiflaiy^iiipk>yiBd by Mary and tJbe pqpifti 

fadion to* ftC b^ firdii^ to reftotie tbe fioman ca^ 

tholic reiEgidti In ScMfand, and to difioBhM: tiie 

good nnderftaiidiilg between the two xxotiwi; 

Being railed tipon ^r lits i|>»mmiffi9ii VBbA Adk 

ftredioBS^ be refiifed, «d Ittcw thMB, tnttil tMi^* 

earl was difcharged frotn bis atitesdanoe at ^ tte ' 

council-board. This difrefpeAful tondilft wai 

v«y ^prd|:mly refetfted by Janiica; wtd Bbtiwk 

was not only f>eliiled an audiente, bot iAIexaii^ ^ 

der Huitie was ftut to cotaplain of iiim tollftH 

eabeth, and demand thie meaning lof ioM pr^sh 

ferring fo ^atrocious' but fo general a chaxrgtt 

againft a nobleman^ without prodncsng ism ' 

comttiiffion, or a fingle evidenoe lof ins guUt; 

He was farther ordered to demand the Tedreis 

of ibtne boftilities committed by the Hh^Kfli 

upctti the Scots, both upon the feas lind on ibe ' 

boi^ers^ Elizabeth refnfed to ffee tiume, fauit 

remitted bim to Burleigh, who Tepekted ^all 

that hjld' b^een faidlyy Bowes, asxd infixniated ' 

that oth^ plots WCTC in hand to which James 

was a ftraaigca*. * 

James had, by this tidie, gireii to Le- |i^j,^rt!ii 
nox the important government of Dunibar-^ ^^ 
ton caftle, which the Englilfli party pretfchded 
he would make ufe of to carry the ^kxng^er to ' 
France, and maitry him> to a French priticefs: 

•''■■'Thc' 



64 THEHISTORY 

A. p. 15!^ The court fccretly blamed Morton for all'thofe 
reports, .and he was now abandoned even by 
lord Ruthven, as well as his | nephew, the earl 
of Angus. ;It was, however, difficult to fix up- 
on the method of proceeding againft him. The 
general pardon he obtained, fcreened him from 
any accufation of what had happened daring 
his tegencyl: To have called in the affiftance of 
FxancerwQuld 'have been equally impolitic and 
unpopular ;' and the nation was in no condi- 
tion to enter into a war with England. He 
ftill lay open, however; to two charges, that 
of being concerned in the!.late king's murder, 
and'that bf.poifoning the earl of Athok It 
was thoughf: it would . be: next to impoffiblci 
confidering the di£Ferent opinions of the. fur- 
gebns and phyficians; to convift him of the 
latter; and upon the return of Hume, widi- 
cut being admitted to an audience of Elizii- 
beth, flie former was refolved on. Htiine 
iriade a faithful report of his conference with 
Burleigh; and Morton's enemies artfully Jaid 
hold of the hint which the Englifh minifter 
had dropt concerning plots, as if he meant that 
one of them was Morton's carrying the king 
to England. Some attempts had been' made 
fbr recalling from France Sir James Balfour, a 
man of no character or principle,' and who 
had been immediately concerned in Darnley's 
murder, to give evidence againft Morton-; and 
Lenox ftrongly follicited the return of Ker of 

Famihurfti 
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FarnthUrft, wha had been always a diftia- a,d.i5«#» 
guiihed friend to Mary, from exile^ into 
which ha had been driven by the lord Ruth- 
,ven. This raifed a great cJamour, as Farni- 
hurft was ooc of the leaders of the expedi* 
. tion in which the king's grandfather had been 
. murdered* . 

Such are the principal . tranfadions of this Morton ac« 
year in Scotland. The credit of the Englifh ol'tuyt 
,i90urt had been weakened there ever fince ""'"*"• 
.James took the government into his own 
.hands ; and I find but few ,of thofe papers of 
. intelligence with Elizabeth's minifters that 
throw great lights upon the affairs of Scot- 
land ; and the materials of civil hiftory for 
«,flhis. period are but fcanty among the Scotch 
writers* I perceive, however, that the high ,^5,^ 
- favour in which Lenox Hood with James^ gave 
wnbrage even k> Morton's enemies ; and they 
puflied forward young Stuart, commonly called 
Captain, to counterpoize his credit. James be* 
baved towards both with great equanimity ; 
but with greater familiarity towards Lenox 
than his rival. Stuart being raih, forward, 
unprincipled, and ambitix>us, was pitched upon 
as the infirument of Morton's deftrudtion. 
While that earl was fitting at the council- 
board with the king, Stuart demanded an au- 
dience ; and being admitted fell upon his knees, 
and exprefly charged Morton with being con- 
cerned in the murder of the king's father. To 
, Vol. Vni. K corro- 
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A D.i5Ei. corToljorate his accufation, he appealed to all 
the Doifd, whether 'iri the fimeof his Regency 
ne n^'d not preferred his' friend Mr. Archih^^ 
DbugTas to a feat in the College of Juflici^ 
though it was openly known that he was per^ 
fbnwly aftive in that atrocious" fact. Morton 
anected in air of Contempt at the charge, ap^ ' 
-■ ^iSek^^'the feverity \i'ith whi'Jh 'he badw 
wk^fs^'frofecuted tfitf "murderers of the ]^'^ ■ 
ising, and offered to fubmit himiTclf tii^ ti^, 
in hopes that whett foUnd innocent iiS'tn:(j9r^ 
would treat his acciifers as they ''^eifcr^rifi 
James ofdered both parties to rctifi;pi?nd'^flS4 
earl, 'after being confined that, and th^'fmlSt^ 
Ing, night in his own houfe, was cn theiSctfiffl 
of January committed prifoner to tSecaftlr^of 
Edinburgh, with orders that noflc ftoald'-fcft 
him excepting four fervants^ Who VtriftH^ 
jldM^ to attebd'Wnr.' Sboie'ift^ci'pitSfliift 
•MfW'-ijbier^ei ih^tfiis prociedi%; ■ finde A6- 
^feVidfis'-tnc^ure^ ISd bceti^ tdfeth ^iM- fecUrtL, 
j4A:firij^ia D<yrigJi9; wHo had f^c'ed ftWIaiii- 

fawTdi. -^lialtbeth ■«r»d'4ep''ttihifei*S-Mff%ivWUi 

nv^i, Hn^aWi' aoa-'the a^Wff gsV^trhfe-Uiiafinite Idif- 
4lficfe''''Iland61^>^IW ti^s-tlteiir-fti' England^ 
wiJt'wnniediatcly-lSi^^'fied with -frefe inftmc- 
(S&nJi'tb'reprefiJrtt^tb 5*'*'*'"*"*i ''•^ couDcHthfc 
Taft ferVkt^ thit-iad-feccn^dbne by^ Elizabeth 
to ibrir tountry afid ■"flte -king's- own perfon, 

.■;A .:■: - - :-.r. .v-rv,- :.. ..;-.,.- .- ■ . ^fae 
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;t}ie danger c^ being governed by French cpbn- a-'^-u''. 
Cils, and the -ncMffity of fending Lenox out ot 

'Scotland ; bijt.the chief point be was to labpijv 
was to procure the liberty of Morton. ^^^-^ 

^Jolph was admitted to an audience of JWi?,?i 

■to whom he opened, his inftructions, Ji^,?1 
heard hin^with great, c^lmnefs, and gave Jl^flL 
■very fivil anfwer as towijit regarded his,n^ 
tf^; bm ^o^iifhfi w4i^li^PlQi1k hjro, i£_,h,e 

I5^t6c)r„^jhat.^ncqrnff^;^ Q^^near^y w Oj^ 

^,. railed jgaipft, J^^^aijd :infol«tly_jpi;()?. 
mifed the^qrds the prQ,|edipri of his. ^ft(:f;f^ 
^veQ.totheJiazard of ^rcrowji, if Uie^vfq}iifl 
e^ tl(M?fcl^: drfvc Iai^o^ put ofj.^cptl^oi 
lli^^beii^ .jd^fli^ froiQ ^ :fi^cUeii^,i^ith 
ipattpaUy iuPj^bifl a^b^tedr^ji^l^r toj.t^c,^^- 
Cred the great lord^ bore pivfii^:ds . Lespi^ tlfia^ 
C)^ir-a^<li9Ai^or^<>i1^°':;'<i^^>i'c ^^^.9^- 
«Y«F»J*K-.^I^^ and ptbcr writers, that,?t?fl- ;■ 
dplpl^f^fs^ means to engs^&,a<Ti:ry cqB£fi)Si> 
iiUe party jfotj driving Le«ox^tof Scotl^d* 
4q4i t}i<9'>^di ^9^^'pttiag^opxiti atlibei^y, 
i^A thas.i^byr^Q meaoa [robable;.fpr fa(»wpy«r 
.ibey. difiiki^d henoXf they.kaeyr Moitei^ tpo 
,wclli jtn.d,Ji9d proceeded 'top f^r itgainft iiim to 
^fi him wUb his liberty. The carl of An- 
K 2 gus. 
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A.D.f5«i. gus, it is true^ was nnwilling that bis 'u&ck 
jhould be brough* t6 tfefi Mock, as was h» 
friend the earl of M^r; but the fteadinefs cif 
Jaipes, and the refcntment of Mary's friends, 
baffled all the attempts m^de cither againft Lo- 
nox, or in favour of Morton^ and wliateT^ 
the real charaAer of James was as -to perfbnal 
courage or conftancy, it cannot be denied that 
he proceeded in this affair with a reiblution and 
dignity that would have dpae honour to the 
moft exalted character. 

IS It that of Though the prince of Orange had been per- 

the pnnce . . ^ 

•f Qrange. luadcd by Elizabeth to fend a minifter on pre- 
tence of complimenting James upon the va^ 
lour of his fubjed:s in tlie Netherlands, but in 
reality to follicit the expulfion of Lenox, amd 
the liberty of Morton, yet his application was 
rej€6);ed with great firmneCs ; but James omitted 
JDO opportunity to declare that Morton fhould 
have a fair and regular trial. Randolph con- 
tinued his intrigues in the moft violent and 
(editions manner y and the reader will find in 
the notes one of the addreffes ^ he made to 



* *< The queen's majefty , my fovereign, hath hc^n a friend antp 
this country, ever fince (he came to her crown. She hath borne 
iJi^Al love unto the king ever fineehe was born, and fingiilar 
care of his country. She hatb never fought a foot-breadth oi 
the ground of Scotland, nor hurt the liberties thereof. Tha( 
fhe never fought to draw the king out of his own country into 
England, or elfewhere, as her enemies then about his grace had 
given forth, and taken colour thereupon to trouble others. That 
flit had fpent her treafure, and the blood of her people, to favc 
§po4fii)d from the cot^queft of France* Tha^ ihe had means 

fnougli 

\ 
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.the coi|ncil«. It i5; of a na^txjre {o difre^ftfjal, A,p.is«it. 
.chat he ?^as, publicly afi&'09te4; nay, tin? ay^r- 

• • • < N . 

. ^ . • T ■ H ■ • 

enough to have entered and conquered the country (if fhe had 

-'fougHt It) i;^lichf!he kihg 'wa^ ycWing, hh mother in'EnglkVt^, and 

'isU tibe npbiUty4]i4 people of ScQt)and,mi*e divided, v^]in djf- 

, trefs. That (he might have taken occafion of juft revenge^ whon 

Tler^bftlccrs ahd fnbjeffs wierc il^m, iii'hrfr own realm/ at the 

'jiedlifryre. > £ut ^e coatrarjri difpoiifti^ had ever been in htr 

^n^ajefty^ through the eye ftie ever hath iiad to prefcrve the king 

and his countiy, b)r rfeafon he Was lier ne'areft knitinan,' her 

i»eare(l nejgiiboi&'t: in one iilaild: and that feftr odi^r princes In 

.. ;fbc world agrj^^d with them, apd their fnbje^, Jn^profefling one 

religion. That (he found the thankful minds of all' his regents 

in his tender age ; and they foundber alfiftanee. Thai lhefbmM3 

the king ever«l^v}ug. and aJffiaSlion^tQninto Iff r, until now of la^e 

within this year or more, that the lord d Aubigni, being pur- 

">' pdfeiy !fent hither to ^i^ol?e that hia|ip^ unity and Idve l>eewe^ 

. . 4^eir jiajeftiesy ha4ib far prey^\^, ^|^, &c. That he lyas bt- 

.come matter of his grace's perfon, of his ear, of his council* 

'Wd of "his whole cftate. Thit he had alienat^ Ws grafce'* 

. ..mind from t)ie amity of j^ngland, and. to think nothing 4>lea- 

fant but th^ motion of France 5 from wheiKC he never got % 

' gboa'tui^n, hof fo mUch as to call him king. 

horTM ThatT'he had brought his grace to jenter inta fnCpicio^,. and 

J caft. off all rvy:h hi^ own fubjefts as had preferved his life and 

riftate unto thefe years. That he had made his' grace call home, 

("and caft hkaielf into the hands and council of iuch as were ever 

: . enemies to his eilate. and authority. T^hat he prefled him tp 

make war with England, although it would offer peace, and 

keep it with him. That he had brought his grace to be wearjr of 

. jhis minifterGt« :and to think them f^6lious and railers. That he 

had brought him to be more diflblute in fpeech : nay, will feiack 

him worfe conditions, as may appear, to marry fome papifti 

yei, to leave: the- land if needful, wherever he will have him 

to go. ••(•.' 

^« That in the mean time, no found advice was taken for the 

Mieting of the borders j for punifhing the murders, nor mif- 

ySiefs, nor how the king's eftate (hould be maintained. $ but for 

- |>overty to drive him to leave the realm, or to feek the lands and 

liTes of his nobility and barons.'* 

He proceeded after all this plain language thus : *< The queen's 
fnajcfty, my fovereign, hath caufc to take this in heart j feeing 
what the lois of fuch a young and noble piincc, of fo religious 

and 
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A.D.i5Sf. fion of the Scots ag^inft him b^canje. j(b,,v*' 
tfttftable/ that he was qbrige<!^ ^9 • % tP ^^^ 
Wick: and if we are to belier^^himfelf* lUza 
Ikter to Wilioii, one of Elizal^gth's^fccgcpto^ 
of *6atc, a gun was difctsiarge^ .^nio Hi^^ ^c 
, With kh intention to aflailinatjp him«» £lizabeth« 
cindered her troops upon the borders ^;^aj^f^ 
the field; and James bs;itig appx:ehef}(iv^ . of 
their being joined^ by. the earl qf/Aj^gi^ a^d. 
' ' ' tht enemies pfXenox, ordered IVfortQn io be;* 
r&m6v<^d from the caftle pf Edinburgh t(ij^^^ 
of iJibihbarton. Thi? gjave great o5ence^tp^^< 
cWgy^ whp Teemed pow to hai^ laid^dc dL 
their refentment at Morton, through this^r^ap^ - 
prehcrifions of pppex;y; and they . copaplainf^dj; 
that tW two moft determined enemies he hzdj 
in'^we world, Erikipe and LenpXt had bem^ 
nil^ae his keepers, j^m^s, without xej^^ing;/ 
their clamours, ordered his OMra ^aod -his- n»-.r 
therms friends to forjn.a kind of.an.arnfiy -of " 
obfervation upon : the . borders ; ^but^ axfcordiing v 

Jtn^ viVfuous cxpc6Vatloii, being fo nifar,' bcf coufih ana neigh- . 
bouF^may WQrk to her ; ^ mcanc" nof to^lbtik td^tbeiy it 4y)r -' 
her. own forcci or by a^iy device of hers, if tbe.fiQbiHgrj^f Scot- -• . 
laiiid will do it themfelves. And in the 3oiqg whereof Ihe .wiU 
couttfel, fxtovet^ and aflik tkemy even 16 the^'haKa^^biT iier -ow4' ' 



crown. 



<* Tinls, my very good lords, the care I havp of' the king 
hiijtifpKy the lore I bear to your country, the ineonvenlencles ' 
like to follpw on both, the likelihood, of the overthrow pf refi* 
gion in time, and the breach of amit}' between the two realms^ 
moveth me thSis eameflly to I'peak, and further to proceed other- 
wife than I would y if I had not to do with thofe yirhom I both 
honour, lovr, and am ready to fcrve/' Stiypc, vol. ii, p. 6z^. 

to 
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"to feme writers, the, public tranquUJity va^ a.0. ija^. 
prefcfve^d' by the moderation of Mprtoijf t^DOt 
IfclF, who earneftly diffuadcd his nephew (jfojia. 
■atlcmpting his refcuc. In the mean wli,ije,^tlj_q- 
lord Seaton'a fon was fent by James to C^i^;^ 
plain to Elizabeth of Randolph's cbiiduSti buj.. 
He was fuffered to proceed no fartl^e^^.ttj^ 
ft^rwicfc"'' ~ ^,, ' -.'A ii^j 

' During ittMBJnS'^nnpriifeivhent.'TMne^,,^^^ PmeeriiBp 
dbrdtiag tdHlie; ciiSom of^tne' t^me* ^a cqujit, w"«o^ 
ti^, had otifi^rfcd' tific gepflemen of his namtv 
anfl'UsMtfiifr' dfipepdcnts/tp give'fecuri^^ foj;,^ 
tE*ft-^obd ^lia^iy^; aflti'ipany of them were' 

or^'Huhdr-'Stoift; wi^out'the fmalleft pre-, 
t^'of aay otfier public'^icrVule than that of!, 
bcUtg ifie'ibftrmhent b^'accufiog Morton, ,Qb- ; 
taffidl mk eartof Arran*s ti^le and eftate, yhjch. 
haff^'bt^^Ytf^jiaffly forfeited, and bekayed'l 
wit!P nnfuflcfatff^ infbienice 16 alt about', him^^ 
In a coftvedfidfi of the'ftates, which met '^^, 
EfinPutghoh'the jbth 'df ■^eb'ruary, tlie'eari' 
of Nfon^ote was jnade Iieut«ni»n^ 
ders^'^ but^be^ dfcluied: teaccojkt of Eh€^po%'Ud»'^-' 

lefi -hciisd'a '^ita df ■ fi^^;p'it4f^ jt^F^^i'S^ 

two,}iundred foot,, .whiohiwas'd&afliaiid^'^'iltu'-''^ 
tend bis perfon, befidi^ ^in^ ^ij^fidf^d J^14ieFS« 
whp w^e, to ferye^as CKioa,iion>&iouId':|n^dfeh^^'' 
and a powef to fummon'^ll^th'^ ,|g^|^|:|[§m^]R7#4 i-; 
land'-hold^- .in^., the oeighbourhood'tanbts ia&j^- 
fiftance. The -proceedings igainft Mortbn^'.^i-e' , 
italned 
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ii.D.fsSi. iiained by the inhumanity of the new earl of 
Arran, for fo he is called in hiftory. He appre- 
hended and put to the torture, but without 
beting able to obtain any particular confeffion, 
:Avkchialeck of Balnianno^ nephew to the earl 
of Morton. The points he was queftioned upon 
were concerning the death of the earl of Athpl, 
the cpnfpiracy for feizing the abbey of Holyr 
rpod-Houfe and fending the king to England^ 
and an intention of firing, at feveral quarter^^ 
the town of Edinburgh. One Lawfon, a fa* 
vourite fervant to Morton, was apprehended 
^t the lame time ^ but he efcaped the rack^ 1^ 
(dling.all he knew of the confpiracy, and.^ 
.dilcpvcring the place where great part of MpT"* 
Uoj(k9. Ion's treafure was concealed. Archibald Doif- 
^as offered to furrender himfelf to his trial in 
Scotland, provided he was not put to the radii 
]^t the condition was refufed, on pretext t^t 
it did not confiil with his majefly's honour to 
treat with his own fubject, and timt his crin^ie 
could be proved only by torture. All . the 
friends of the earl of Morton who did not 
obey the fummonfes fent theni, were. declared 
guilty of treafon; and the earl of Angus was 
ordered to retire by north the river Spey, 
nu. and to furrender the cafiles of Taptullon and 

Douglas; but I do not find that he paid any 
regard to thefe fummonfes, for he vtras de- 
nounced a traitor. 

« 

Thofe 
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, ' *rhofe praclices, particularly that df torture, a- 0.158* 
touil be acknowledged to be unjuft and infa- 
mous to the laft degree; but the writers who 
jexclaim againft them in the cafe of the fcarl of 
Morton, ought to refleft that he himfelf had 
fet the example j that Elizabeth had prbcecded^ 
t)r threatened to proceed, againft Mary^s friends 
and fervants in the famemanner;- and that it 
\ra9a eommon practice all over Europe. In 
i^pril young* Seaton returhed to Edinburgh ; and 
^before the* end of the riibnih 'James took pof* 
fefiibn of dDalkeith} where it was rcfolved to 
i>rifi|^ Morton to his trial at Edinburgh ; and 
thc^-tonventjon of cftates voted a confiderable 
fubfidy to the king for refitting foreign inva- 
£o(is ; meaning that threatened from England* 
Thcfe" vigorous meafures da&ed in pieces all 
.t^ Sefigns which Elizabeth had formed tbin-^ 
tsmidate Morton's enemies. The more fonrti- 
da'Ue h^ preparations were^ the Scotch army 
.upon the boixlers and other pisirts of the king- 
dom encreafed ; fo that Elizabeth fent orders 
to hetf general^) the earl of Huntingdon and 
•lord- HUAfdem^ to ftop at Berwick ; dnd the 
carls of Mohtrdfe and Arran were fent with a 
firong body ^JF forces to bring Morton from Morton 

^ • X . • . 1 • t brought to 

Dumbarton to his trial at Edinburgh; which hUuiau 
they did-6n-«the twenty-ninth of May, on 
which nigh^ theearl of Orkney, whom Morton 
had imprifoned, was fet at liberty, 

VoL.VIIL L "^^ 
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A.D. i58<. -^gr r^j.g fom)Bwhat in the dark as to tlie paf^ 

condemned^ ^ ., * 

ticialars of Morton's trial, which began on this 
firft of June in the Tolbooth of Edinbtirgh, 
becaufe the records of the court of jufticiary fof 
that time are loft. When the two earls arrived 
at ^Dumbarton, and fhewed their commiffion* 
Morton was furprifed at finding in it the earl of 
Arran^s name; and being informed who he was, 
Spotfwood. •• .And is it fo (faid he) ? I know then what 1 
may look for P' Moyfes, who had ferved above 
thirty-feven years in a confiderable place at the 
court of Scotland, fays, that Morton was zo 
cufed of feveral other treafonable crimes befidet 
the murder of the king's father j and in this he 
is countenanced by a letter from Randolph to 
the lord-chancellor of England, importing, that 
he was not only accufed of Darnlcy's murder^ 
but of poifoning the earl of Athol, intending 
to have taken the king prifoner, and to have 
murdered the earls of Argyle, Lenox, and Mon- 
trbfe. Being brought into the court, and the 
names of his jury being read, he objected to the^ 
carl of Argyle, lord Seaton, and the laird oj 
Waughton ; but affigning no fpeci^il caufe of 
exception, they were admitted to fit upon their 
oath of purgation. Nor indeed do I fee with 
what propriety he could except againft the earl 
of Argyle, who but a few days before had^ 
together with the earl of Montrofe, the fore- 
man or chancellor of the jury, been engaged in 
a pjot to refcue him. The names of the jury 

Wer^ 

I 
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were, Colin carl of Argylc, lord Campbell and 
Lorn^ John earl of Montrofc, Andrew earl of ,^ ^ 
Kpthes, James earl of GlenCfUrn, Hugh earl of 
JBglington, Alexander eaii of i^utherland^ 
George lord Seaton, James lord Ogilvie, 
|ohn lord Maxwell, Hugh lord Someryillet 

iames lord Innermeith, Ale^ancler mafter of 
ivingfion, Alexander mailer of Elphinftone^ 
Sir John Gordon of Lochinvar, knight, Sir Paj- 
trick Hepburn of Waughton^ knight, Sir Pa- 
trick Learmont of Dairfie, knight, and Sir WiU I 
jiam Livingfton of fcilfy th, kqight. According 
to Moyfes, fcveral evidences were examined: 
fome papers produced under Morton's own 
hand, and the depofitions of fome perfons who 
had been aftors in Darnley's murder, wer^ x 
produced againfl him. The evidence being 
doled, the jury withdrew for about a quartey 
of an hour, and brought the prifoner in guilty 
of counfel, concealing, and being art and part 
of (affilling in) king Henry'^ murder. Upon 
the words «« art and part" being pronounced, h? 
ftruck the ground with his cane, ?nd repeating 
the words, he added, " God know^ it is not 
fo !"' But he heard the fentence commonly pro* 
nounced upon traitors (which he was to fuffer 
next day) with his ufual intrepidity, and a dif- 
dainful fmile. 

Being remitted to his prifon-houfe, he was and txecut- 
vifited next day by Mr. Lawfon and other ***' 
preachers, to whom he made the confeffion 

L 2 which 
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>».D. f rti, which I have fo amply confidcreA I fhall onlV" 

Vol. VI, 

f« ^i^ here add, that no mention was made by hipi of 
thii fihret-bdx papers, though iii his laft inpr 
irifeffttf hi omitted nothing that could load 
JVrir^,^ or eixteriuatc his owii guilt J and hk 
re?*^Hfild attendants; to whom lie had beftopi* 
a #;WfeliHte oiit of hatred to the earl of l^t!^ 
had'^ny fuch itieritioh been made, would not 
haVSMPlilW to" havi iJiibliflied it in the mOft 
His confer, eftcclual iiianhcr. His total filence likcwife 
dtfed. with regard to Mary having any concern ifi h^ 
hufband's death is the more remarkable, as he 
mtift haSre been perfeftly well informed of eveiy 
citcuthftance relating to that atrocious faft, ailii ' 
fB(|>eciafly with regard to Hubert's dying words 
and* behaviour. In fliort, it is againft cvciry 
evidence of common fenfe to imagine that her 
capital' ehemy on account of her concern in that 
murder M'ould have been totally filent as to licr 
gtiilt, could he have fixed the Icaft fiifpicion 
upon her innocency. He went to death as a 
greit^nd a brave man ought to do, exculpat- 
ing- himfelf in every circumftance that^obuld 
admit of alleviation, deeply fenfible 'Of his pri- 
vate crimes, and penetrated with the moft af- 
fecting piety. As to his charader, enough had 
t)een faid of it in the courfe of this hiftory ; nor 
can the greateft favourer of his memory pre- 
tend that what he voluntarily confeffed did not 
fufficiently juftify the fentence pronounced 

jagaipft him, ^^ c<^nccaling and being concerned 

, *■ ' * ♦- » - • 
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In Darnley?s murder, thQpgh h^ did not per- a. d. 1581, 
fonally aflSfl: aitit 

A certain rBycFend hiftorian^ prouomacea j the Dr, Robert 
tvhok proceedings of Morton's trial to h^Y'^i\ 
been violent, irregular, and pppreffive. Wi^t]^i/ 
out entering into any particular. examination , 
of fads, I will venture to pronounce,, . ,thpHgI|i ^^. 
we have not the original proceedings,,,, th^tj 
jenough has come to light from the concu^rrenj: ; 
teftimonies of diflFerent and contemporary hiftpf' , 
rians, to prove it to have been a more fair, regu- ,^ 
hr, and candid trial than any that precedes^ it i^.. 
the annals of Scotland, ** The jury, fays- the 
£ime gentleman, was compofed of the earl'^ 
known enemies. '^ As an anfwer to this fa^, I ,^1^1, uui 
mufl obfcrve, that Morton^s condud had. ma4e ^^^****^*^«4- 
every man in Scotland who wifhed well to tho ^ 
honour and independency of his country,^!?: 
,cnemy ; and perhaps twelve honeft Scotchman 
of ranb or fortune, who were his friends, could 
not haverbeen found, Befides, the reverend hi- 
ftorian's allegation is vague, and, for a rea^fon t 
have alrea<^y hinted at, improbable ; for hi^ capir 
tal enemyi the earl of Lenox, had more enemies 
in .the jury* than Morton bimfelf, who muft 
have .been acquitted, had not the evidence 
againft him been very ftrong* But, fays the . 
fame hiftorian, " During the trial, great bodies 
of armed men were drawn up in different parts 
of the city.'' In anfwer to this objedion, James 
mull have been worfe than a madman, had he 

not 
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A>D. ijSi, not taken that precaution at the trial of a no 

* - • 

bleman, who but a few months before kept 
bands of mercenaries in his own pay, and whofe 
nephew and avowed friend was then living in \ 
ftate of rebellion, and the head of, perhaps, thp 
moft powerful family in Scotland ; not to meui; 
tion that theEnglilh army, for aught that Jame^ 
knew, might at that time have been advancing 
to the gates of his capital, to have refcued him. 
Upon the whole, it appears that Morton was 
executed upon full, clear, and impartial evi- 
' dence ; and he deferved death, if any traitor 
^o his king and country ever did. 
Confe- " Morton's body lay Tor fome time indecently 
qoerwei of expofcd, covcrcd with a beggarly cloak, and 
•wcutioBi -w^as afterwards interred in the common church'^ 
yard. He was of a mean ftature, but had ai^ 
agteeal)le countenance, nor was his contempt 
for Arran afFecled; for he treated him with, 
the greateft difdain in his laft moments, when, 
he fought to be reconciled to him, and defired. 
him to fign a confeflion. The day after his 
death, one Binning, a fervant of Archibald 
Douglas, and an affiftant, as appeared by his 
own confeflion, with his mafter in Darnley's 
murder, was executed at Edinburgh, but 
without the fmalleft imputation upon Mary's, 
honour. A few days after Morton's execu-« 
tion, his title was given to the lord Maxwell, 
who foon dropt it, and his eftates of Dalkeith 
and Aberdour to the earl of Lenox. Othec 

parts 
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parts of the earl of Morton^s immenfe fortune a,d,i5«i, 
•^ere beftowed upon different perfons at the 
fiime time ; but if we are to believe Crawford, 
ohe of his natural fons fecrcted the greateft 
fart of his money, which never could be re* 
covered, though many of his fervants were 
totturedon that account; and he had referved 
fo little to himfelf, that when he came to. the 
place of execution, he was obliged to borrow 
twenty fliillings to divide among the poor. 

Morton's rival, the new-made earl of Ar* TheetrioT 
ran, was perhaps the only man in Scotland ^^iglcj. 
who equalled Morton in profligacy of life ; but 
was far his inferior in abilities, and the arts of 
government. He had long lived in a criminal, 
correfpondence with the countcfs of March, 
whofe hulband had been his kind friend and 
patron ; and though fhe was then with child 
by Arraq, flie obtained a divorce from her 
hufband for a natural failing that could noC 
produce pregnancy. The divorce was fuf- 
tained, and the parties were publicly married, 
leaving it di$cult to decide which was moft' 
infamous, flie for her incoatinence, or he for 
his ingratitude. He continued, however, ta 
be a ufeful tool to Morton's enemies, and thofe 
of the houfe of JDouglas, He took every op- 
portunity, even in council, to which he had 
been admitted a member, to magnify his fer- 
vices, and expatiate on the dangers he had run 
in bringing Morton to juftice, and his afli- 

duity 
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A,D.i5Si, duity in torturing that nobleman's domeftic^^ 
that they might difcover their mailer's treai*' 
fures. A parliameut was at this time pro-* 
claimed to be held firft at Edinburgh, then at 
Glafgow, and then at Edinburgh again on the 
twenty-fourth of Oftober. 

In the interniediate time the giddinefa ^d 
the governing party was incredible ; and it is 
furprizing that Elizabeth did not avail herfelf 
of the open differences that now broke oufr 
between Lenox and Arran. The gentle mild 
temper of the former ' did not oppof^p the 
arrogance and impetuofity of the latter, whea 
he demanded to be folemnly created carl of 
Arran, (he having before only affumed the ti* 
tie) which wa? accordingly performed. Thd. 
aflfeclions of James, however, refted with Le- 
nox, who was now created and proclainaed 
duke of Lenox, earl of Darnley, lord Torbol- 
ton, Aubigny, and Dalkeith, and high-cham- 
berlain of Scotland. The return of the baron 
of Farnihurft from France, and his receiving 
a pardon by the interceffion of Lenox, created 
frefti differences between the two favourites; 
^nd Arran, as captain of the guard, difputed 
the duke's right to admit perfons into court, or 
to exercife certain offices of ftate upon the 
meeting of the parliament on the twenty- 
fourth of Oftober. Upon this occafion, be-: 
fides the promotions I have already mentioned, 
the lord Ruthvcn was created carl of Gowry. . . 

Tbo 
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. The opening of tjje parliament waS very ^^^s^ii 
fplendid ; and Arran finding that the credit of 
Lenox was not to be fhaken with James, 
openly declared his grievances, and his diilike 
to .the favourite, who hated him, as he pre« 
tended, for being a iincere proceflant, and an 
oppofer of popery. Thofe declarations did 
him little fervice, except with thofe who were, 
in all events, refolved to deftroy the credit of 
Lenox, and with fome of the loweft of the 
people, who were captivated with his fceming 
devotion, and that of his infamous wife. He 
received a freih mortification every day the 
parliament met, by the honours which were 
accumulated upon the duke of Lenox; and 
finding himfelf in no condition to contend 
with his rival, he employed his friends to 
make his peace with the duke, by offering to 
refign the command of the guard. While this F^'Jjj;^ , 
parliament fat, Archibald earl of Angus, Mu 
Archib;ild Douglas, John Carmichael, younger^ 
of that ilk *^, Hugh Carmichael hisfon and ap- 
palxnt heir, James Douglas, fometime prior of 
Plufc^irdin, and Archibald Douglas of Pitten* 
driechi natural fons to the faid earl of Mor- 

^ ^^ 

ton, George Douglas of Parkhead, James 
Douglas his fon, Malcolm Douglas of Mains, 
Archibald Douglas, fometime conftable of the 
caiUe of Edinburgh, and Hj^dof Douglas, "{yere 
forfeited ; and againft one of the Dougl^ffes 

^ nk fignifiei tbat tb« name of the man and his eftate ar». 
^fiime. 

Vol.. vra. M ii 
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K.p.isU. it was alledged, that he had foUicIted the 
Etiglifh to invade Scotland with ten thoufand 
men, if the late earl of Morton was not im- 
mediately releafed. The earl of Mar, though 
he had warmly efpoufed Morton's caufe, was 
too powerful in his perfonal credit with James 
to be attacked, and was co;afirmed in all his 
places. 
Diffenfioni The diflferences between the two favourites 
two^fa*" ^ * were now rifen to fuch a height, that the 
^""^«»- duke of Lenox thought proper to abfent him- 
felf from parliament ; and the earl of Huntley 
carried the crown before the king in his ftead, 
as the earl of Argyle did the fceptre, and the 
earl of Athol the fword of ftate. Arran con- 
tinued ftill to exprefs great fears left popery 
fhould be reftored. Their diffenfions occa- 
fioned others in the church; for Lenox was 
the patron of epifcopacy, againft which the 
clergy was labouring with inexpreilible zeal. 
The pains of excommunication were denounced 
againft all who did not refign the office of bi- 
{hop, or who did not obtain a licence from the 
affembly for preaching or adminiftering the 
facraments. James had received early prepcf* 
feftions in favour of epifcopacy, as if the order 
of bifliops had been the bulwark of the throne ; 
and the late regent, as we have already feen, 
from motives of avarice and ambition^ had 
never given way to their abolitioiv Adam-*- 
fon, a man of character in learning and poetry, 
had fucceeded Douglas in the fee of St An- 
drew's, 
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draw's, and had rcfufedto fubmit to be either a.d. 15S1, 
examined or licenfed by the affembly. This 
created great heats between Adamfon and Mel- 
' vil, who was backed by almoft the whole 
body of the clergy; and, at laft, upon their 
threatening to proceed to excommunication, ' 
Adamfon fubmitted to fome points that were 
thought to be incompatible with the dignity of. 
a metropolitan^ particularly his owning him-, 
felf inferior in church jurifdi<Stion to his ad- 
verfaries. This did not fatisfy Mel vil and his 
party; and he was again fummoned to appear 
before the affembly at Edinburgh to anfwer to 
the following charges : " Fiift, That he having 
fubmitted himfelf to the affembly, went im- 
mediately after his fubmidion, and voted in 
parliament Second, That he has given coUa- 
tion of the vicarage of Boltoun, having no 
power of vifitation in the bounds where the 
faid vicarage lieth. Third, That he hath agreed 
to all the heads of polity excepting four, and: 
yet oppofed the fame." Not contented with 
railing this perfecutioii, his enemies accufed 
him of having confulted the devil for the reco- 
very of his health; and an old woman was 
imprifonisd for a witch, becaufe ihe had ad- 
vifed him to fome fimple remedies, 

James was at this time at an age the moft jamet im. 
dangerous for the impreflions of the mind, t^l'ry Jrill 
Being emancipated from the correftions of a ""'^^^^ 
icvere fchoolmailer, who had treated him with 

Ma as 
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A. D. 1581. as little ceremony as if he had been the fon o( 
a tradefman, he fonnd himfelf, ail of a fud- 
den, furrounded with fycophants and flatterers, 
who wanted either to be protefted, or ad- 
vanced by his royal favour. Though his two 
favourites mortally hated each other, and were 
of different principles, yet they agreed in the 
adulation they paid to their mafter, and in in* 
culcating into him the higheft opinion of his 
prerogative and regal dignity. This, there- 
fore, may be juftly termed the period of 
James's life when he imbibed the abford no- 
tions of government that difgraced his reign, 
when he fucceeded to a more powerful throne 
than that of Scotlctnd. The more he had been 
confined before, he gave the greater loofe to 
the ideas of his own ftate and importance; 
and they became now fo familiar to him, that 
they ftill returned with double force, after the 
feveral checks they received. The principles of 
the duke of Lenox were entirely in favour of 
arbitrary power, and abhorrent of a parity in 
the church. He therefore advifcd James to 
fupport Adamfon with a high hand ; but a fi- 
milar cafe happened in which the duke was 
pnore immediately concerned, 
jccjefiaf. The fee of Glafgow became vacant (for 

ticai affiun* -j^^^^'g embaffador in France was then no 

more than a nominal archbifhop) ; and a 
preacher, one Montgomery, a vain, weak,ve- 
Pf^l, ^lan, but a fxirious adverfary to the or- 
der 
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der of epifcopacy in Scotland, accepted of it^ a.d.is^i* 
through the intereft of the duke of Lenox, 
whofe friends had chalked out that method 
for his gaining an intercll in that city, with all 
the lands and revenues that belonged to thc.^ 
archbiihopric, excepting a fmall ftipend of 
about feventy pounds fiirling a year, and 
fome perquifites, which were to be allotted to 
Montgomery. The clergy, exafperated at his 
apoflacy, proceeded more vigoroufly againft 
him than they had done againft Adamfon;^ 
but he was fupported by James, who faid that, 
the church government by bifhops (hould be 
valid, until his perfect age, or until a change 
was made thereof in parliament ; and that 
Montgomery's admiffion into the archbifliopric 
ihould be good, unlefs his adverfaries could 
charge him with fome fault in dodrine or life. 
They drew up a fet of articles accufing him of 
both ^ and after various proceedings againft 
him, in which he was ftrongly fupported by 
James, who more than once threatened his 
profecutors with the penalties of treafon, the spotrwooi. 
affembly found him guilty of corruption ia 
do&rine, diiTolutenefs of life, contempt of the 
church's fentence, falfhood and breach of pro- 
mife, lying, perjury, moving of fedition, and 
ftirring up certain of the nobility againft the 
church. Of all thefe he was declared culpkble, 
mid ordained, therefore, to be deprived and 
Oaft forth of the churclu This refolute proi> 

ceeding 
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A.D. 158a. cceding daunted Montgomery. He renounced 
an appeal he had made to the king and coun- 
cil, confeiTed his offences, fubmitted to the af- 
fembly, and promifed to be no farther con- 
cerned with the archbifhopric of Glafgow. 
Upon his coming to court, finding that he was 
frowned upon by the king, he offered to rc- 
trad his fubmiflion ; and obtained letters from 
James direfted to feveral gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, requiring them to affift Mont- 
gomery in repoffeffing himfelf of his archbi- 
fhopric. This was done fo effeftually, that a 
minifter, Howefon, one of his chief oppo- 
nents, was pulled by the provoft of Glafgow 
from the moderator's chair, and thrown into 
the common prifon. 
oppofition This, and other proceedings of the . fame^ 
eieryto kind. Created an inexpreflible ferment in the 
^^^^^' nation. A faft was proclaimed; the pulpits 
refounded with inveftives againft the duke of 
Lenox ; tind Dury, one of the Edinburgh 
preachers, was ordered to be driven from his 
flock. The oppofition made by the clergy to 
thofe proceedings were fo'fteady, that James. 
was ftartled ; and Montgomery was afhially 
excommunicated by one Davifon, a preacher, 
whofe fentence was approved of, ' 

The earl of Arran feeing James intimidated 

fermed »- at the rcfolutc ftand made by the clergy, pre- 

l^^tJ. tended great fubmiflion to his matter's will ;^ 

and again offered to give up his captainry o£ 

the 
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the guard, which was willingly accepted of by a..d. isS», 
Lenox. He then craved leave to retire from 
the court, and to live privately for five years, 
retaining only the power of compofing fome 
differences among his friends and neighbours. 
James prevailed with him to remain at Edin- 
burgh; and, at laft, a reconciliation was ef- 
fefted between him and the duke of Lenox. 
The hunting-fcafon drawing near, James, who 
was extremely fond of that diverfion, went to 
Athol, and left his two favourites at their re- 
fpcftive country-houfes, being himfelf accom- 
panied only by the earls of Athol and Gowry. 
He had of late been fo much engroffed by the 
duke of Lenox, that the other nobility began 
to confult about their own fafety ; and fome of 
them, who kept up a correfpondence with 
Elizabeth's minifters, were fecretly (and I be- 
lieve with truth) advifed, that Lenox was 
charged by the pope, and the Roman catholic 
princes on the continent, to revive Maitland's 
fcbeme of his holding his fceptre in conjunc- 
tion with his mother. As this muft have been 
dangerous to many even of Mary's friends, 
and as preparations were aftually making by 
the duke of Guife to fecond the negotiation, 
if needful, with arms, the great nobility en- 
tered into an aflociation for taking James out 
of the hands of his two favourites. Even the 
internal government of the kingdom rendered 
jthis nccefiary. The duke of Lenox was per- 

fuadedy 
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A. D. 158a. fuaded, as lord high-chamberlain, to revive the 
pbfolete claims of his office over the burghs of 
Scotland ; many of the moft oppreffive feudal 
laws and cuftoms were revived ; and the land- 
holders were fined with the greateft feverity 
in the fmalleft failure in form, as vaffals to the 
crown. 

The raid of Such was the civil and ecclefiaftical ftate of 

Ruthveny .... 

vtecc Scotland, when John earl of Mar, William 
made a Carl of Gowry, Patrick lord Lindfay, Robert 
°"* lord Boyd, the matter? of Glamis and Oli- 
pjiant, the abbots of Dumfermling, Paifley, 
Dryburgh, and Cambulkenneth, the barons of 
Lochlevin, Yefter, Wemys, Cleifh, with the 
conftable of Dundee, and all their friends, re- 
folved, upon their king's return, to petition 
him that he would put hijcnfelf into the hands 
of hi3 nobility, and look upon the duke of Le- 
nox and earl of Arrari as the fprings of all the 
public difcontents. This affociation was not fo 
fecretly carripd on as not to come to the ears 
of the two favourites; and on the twenty- 
third of Auguft," the earl of Arran and his 
brother fet out to Ruthven, where James was 
on his return, with about forty horfe to efcort 
him to Edinburgh. Thiey were intercepted and 
difpcrfed by the earl of Mar with a fuperior 
force ; and the earl of Arran being taken, was 
fent prifoner to Dupplin. James now found 
himfelf a prifoner ; but he difiembled his fur- 
prize and indignation, when the lords afibcia* 

tors 
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iprs prefcfttcd the petition ttiey had prepajredi A^P.ijw- 
aad the rejilbus for their proceeding, iPuiilla«- 
i)imous ^ he was, he made an cjBfort to leavft 
the room, but wai prevented \>j the tutpr of 
Glamis j upon whieh Jame§ burft into teajrs. 
** It is no matter of his tearp, ({aid Glami« tp 
his companions) better that children ihoiil4 
weep than bearded men ;" a laying which h 
'faid to have entered fo deep into the king's 
3Enind| that he never forgot nor forgave it. 
Notwithftanding this judenefs, and their diC- 
miffing fuch of the jking's a^ttendants as they 
difliked or (ufpe£ted« yet the confpirators^ m 
other refpe6ts, behaved with wonderful modcr 
ration. The life of the earl of Arran, thou^ii 
very obnoxious, was fpared at the requeft of hip 
i&iend the carl of Gowry ; and they profecuted 
their rcfcntment no farther againfl: the duke 
than to beg that James woiild prder him tp re- 
tire quietly to France. 

When the news <)f the king's detPOtipa 
came to Edinburgh, nothing could exceed the 
Qpnfternation of the public ; but the confpirar- 
tors, to preferve appearances, fuffered him the 
day after he wa? epnfined tp repair to Perth. , , 
lo the mean while James, who was more jfol- 
licitous fpr the lafety of the duke of Lenox 
than apprehepfive of d;anger to his own perfon, 
i^ised that a proclamation ihould be publiflied ^ ^^j,. 
jua his jname, declaring, " That for pacifying "i'^^^***^ 
tJfp prcCent c^mnwUftn^i >nd removing fome 

Vol. VIIL ^ diflferences 
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A.O.XS82, differences fallen out atnongft the hobility, hU 
mWjefty had thou^t ic expedient >to:intetpdfc 
himfelf a mediator ; and, for the Better iwcisrik- 
ing of an union atnongft them; had v^lVed 
tO-ihake his refidence in Perth . for ' a tilitef till 
ht faw *what goodefltAs his travels might pio^ 
dnce.' And, left his fiay in thofe part^ flEotild 
ba interpreted to be a detention of his perfoni 
becatrfe of the noblemen and others that had 
ktely repaired to court, his majefty declared^ 
that it was his own free and Toltintary chbice 
to abide there f and that the noblemett and 
others Vho did prefently attend,. had done loa- 
thing but what their duties obliged them unto^ 
aqd which he took for a good fervice performed 
both to himfelf and to the commonwealth; 
Therefore inhibited all the fubje^-to attempt 
any thing that might tend tb the difturbance 
bf .(he! realm ; conimaiiding them aUb that had 
levied .any forces upon pretext of bis majefiyTs 
reftraint; to diifolve the fame within fix hours, 
underthc pain of'death.'^ This proclaxnatiotr 
was dated at Perth the twenty- dghth of 'Atf- 

MeiTaf e of Thc dufac of * Lenox \iali this while, .was fiot 
lmox/^ idle*' He fen t fame noblemen 4X)^rksiow from 
thd king's ^wn mouth wlieSirer he was a cap- 
tire;^ but they could obtain fio ffudience tlf 
Mm except iti council They -tbere^ delivered 
their i mefiage ; ^and informed James ■ that dm 
duke would ufe every means to procure him 

• his 
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Jm liberty, if he was a prisoner. James called' a,d.i5S«. 
out ajooditbat he was : t]bat he defired aU his 
fubJA^Tto koQW that he !^jeta3 ; and that.^ t^^ 
dukcihiQiiid'do all that he could to effedi liis 
deliverance.. His exclainations made no kjind 
of impreifion upon his keepers ; for they told 
llioif with great coolnefsy^that he might go 
where he p^aiedv provided the duke of L^nox 
swd the earl of .Arran intermeddled no longer 
in public, affairs. They ..advifed him, at, the 
fitmetime, to : order the duke to repair quietly 
to France ; otherwife they would hazard their 
cftates and lives in bringing him to juftice. AH 
this pafied . in the prefence of the meflengers 
&nt by Leno^Cf who were defired to make their 
report according to what they had fcen and 



1 . 



The dul^ in the mean while a<aedwithu J^e^^^'J^"^ 



of gratitude rather than re&lution; and ^"Jjl^ 
the imprifonmenf; of the king created fuch 
pi^blic^ndignation^ that he muft have been at 
the head of a confiderable army, had he not 
Rceived an order from the king to leave Scot-* 
land before the tw<entieth of September^ The^ 
duke, who feems to have been formed of ibft 
xnateriah,. though he knew James to be a pri* 
fixier, and that the order was extorted from 
Inin, paidfudi regard to it, that he retired jto 
l^umbarton, where, by the advice of : his 
frksida^ he wasto determine whether he &ould 
IIP to FrtiDiC^ or attempt the deliverance of 

N a James, 
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A.i>.xsti. Jaoid!^. Ercn at DtiftiMrtoft, AotileMW «c| 
^tkfti^ix flocked t6 him itf flich Htifnfbers, liT 
gare uihbrage to the lord* #ho detiiiied Jamei j 
atfd thfe duke'» attendants wetc ordetcid. All btHf 
feirt)^, to depart withih twelv* hours zSttt hd^ 
tS*^^ afed nM ta coftie nigh th6 place whe^ 
«K* dtifce flionld refid^ While he iKras iA St6i* 
land^ The duke loft all fpirit after this ittti^ 
i6i2iti4>il ; and he fent the lofd Herriei, tiSfh 
tf^ i&ther gentlemen, to demaitd an a^utanee 
of ^ hid: perfoiial fafety, if he fliould eonipljr 
with the order fent him. The anfteer^ altrt 
^^^^ iBfcture deliberation, was as follows; ^If \ha 
p- ^4. ' fifttotioA of the afforances craved for the dtikd 
df ^Lfeftbl^ be, that he may fafely depart out tA 
iWftzlmi the feme ihall bfe gtaiited, he de^ 
parting at \<^hat port or haven of the realm htt 
^leafes, betwixt and the twentieth of Septem* 
ber inftknt, and remaining in the mean time 
i|Oietty, ^accompanied wit^ forty perfons, et* 
thef < at Dalkeith or Aberdour, > until he bli 
Itady Aq take fliipping, and giving, at the fame 
line, his writing and warrant for rendering 
«rf?the caftle of Dumbarton into the handfi^ 6£ 
John earl of Mar, to keep it for his majefty^i 
^lifcety ; and to be delivered again into thf 
Ikatida ](Df William Sttiart ti Cav^rfton, prefeiit 
^ikipta^ of the faid cafile, within fifteen days 
jrfter the faid duke's departure: until which 
<i!|F€ntieth day ef September, he fliall be a^ 
^rp^ in fuch fort; as he himfelf ihall djevifti, 
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And after his <leparturC|^hc arms fhall be left, A.p.tsif. 
provided an anftrcr be returned of his ac-^ 
ceptance- and performance hjercof. And that 
the kltig's ccmfent, and *he duke-5 promifa un- 
der their harnd- writs for the performance of. 
the fame, be delivered betwi:5&t arid Tbtirfday 
night, the fljtth of September inftant; other- 
«^ay8 no affnrance can be granted.** ' 

While thd duke was deliberating what re- 
ply to make to this very peremptory order; 
the earl of Arran ivas esSamined in prifofl ; 
«nd George Douglas, the fame ivho liad af- 
fitted Mary in her efcape^ was arretted at Stir- 
ling, whither he came at the king's requeftiaud 
examined upon the proje<ft of affociating his 
mother with him in the government, which 
feems to have been the great objeft of dread 
to the detainers of the king*s perfon. 

As the prevention of a war with England EJ«>^«th 
was one of the reafons given for i^ftraining embaflkdpf 
the liberty of James, and driving the duke of land. 
Lenoit out of Scotland^ the dflbciated lords 
intpefted great matters from Elizabeth ; hut 
they were difappoin ted, though all EtnropB ton- 
^deretd the ddtetidon of the kiflg'S perfon ajs 
the effeA of her management Her ufual dif- 
fimulatidti hcver fotfobk her ; and flie fent her 
Cbufii), Sir Henry Gary, to Scotland, to le^n 
the true ftalc of that king's affairs. Gary was 
admitted to an audience ; and found means 
privitely to tell James, who had not fpirit 

cnoucrh 
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iUD. i58». enough to declare himfelf openly, that Elizas 
beth alone fhould know the refult of the au* 
dience ; upon which James whifpered in- his 
car ** that he was a prifonen" Gary, in the 
name ■ of his miftrefs, defired that the earl of, 
Aagus^ who then lived in exile in England, 
ihould be recalled, which was readily grafated. 
Gary then, according to his infiruftions, infi*. 
niiatedto James, that the noblemen and gen* 
tliemcn . who had fequeflered him . fron::^ the 
clvke of Lenox were his beft friends; but he 
gave to this fuggcftion only a general . anfwerj. 
becaufe he looked upon Eliziabcth to be the 
main inflrument of his captivity. He fiill ea^ 
tertain^ fome hopes that his keepers might; 
be foftened with regard to the duke of Lenox; 
but he found them inexorable on that head, 

. All the intereft. and popularity of the Jordft. 
•whaimprifoned James, could not quiet the 
uneafinei^ of the people. at his detention; and- 
therefore it. was thought expedient that he 
fhpuld be; carried to Ediuburgh, where he waa" 
tpad ?s if he had been entirely at his liberty* 
After arriving there, he was fuffcred, to prefida*. 
in the council, and give judgment upon fome 
trifliiig difputes that had arifen : between . the: 
magiftrates and the burghers of the town ;. 
but upon various pretences, perroiiEon was ofc 
A coiwn. tained from a convention of the ftates, which £it 
SIJ^! * at Holyrood-houfe, that a guard of .two huar 
dred hprfc and two hundred foot ^h<)^ld"be 
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taifed for the proteftion of the king,>^ufid the a.d.isj^ 
noblemen who had him in charge/ The mem; 
bcrs of this convention were the earls of Maircli^ 
Errol» Maitifchaly Glencaim, Mar, Sglingkoxi^ 
RbthfeS) Morton, Gowiy ; the lords H©i?i^ 
lindfay, Ycftcr^ Sinclair; the biihops'/dF: SfC 
Andrew's, Orkney, and I>Qnkeld ; the kbboti 
of Dmnfermling, Newbottle, Dedr, C2Mt\AiC* 
fceimcth,: ^ Dryburgh, Inchafiray, Coldinghtfirf^ 
Pailley, Cuirofs ; die comptroller, clci-kDf *ei^ 
giftcr, jnftice-clcrk ; the mafter of G?UmJri^ tl«5 
mifter of Oliphant, the provoft of Du*ttefc>' 
the bommiffioners of Edinburgh, Perfti; Stfri 
liB^^ Hiddiftgton, St. Andrew's, and IfvinA 
The members applied to the general affembay^i 
who approved of the kitxg's detehtion j \h& t)f 
aU that had? been done at : Rathven ; anf<^ tfiey 
tbemfidves pafled .another* ^ote to thie^ f^nid 
ptarpofe, xontaiining a^ foil pardon and ifideM^ 
nify foar all afts of gdVtt'nixient they had * pcX*i'' 
fcoTied witjibut the royal' ^arraiit, attii^^i^- . -.- 
nonneing the fame to be of good fervice to the' 
k&gjand kingdom. A^ to Jaihei^, though fie 
\pas fully fttifibfe of his t)W etfnditibh; yet he 
was frightened into a feeming zpptob^tibii ^bf 
s^theor piiJceediligd' •' and (b vigiliht ^^Mt'^tSey^- 
aver their own purpofes, tb«t they ijronld'^riotr 
adftyit the dokebf Lenox to take his fcdve be^ - ^ ^: 
fore his depifTtdre* •^^' - -r 

•^Theeasrl ofArraxi IHll cou tinned lA'Mf&tij" The ddte 



butwasfetat liberty, to reiide to the north* return tp 

« France. 
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A, D, 158J. ward of the river Erne, when it was known 
that the duke of Lenox was landed in France; 
and fome conditions were lUkewife required 
of the earl of Angus for the better keeping 
the public peace, before his refiitution could 
be compleated. In the beginning of Decern^ 
ber, the earl of Arran broke his confiaemcnt 
£0 far a& to have a meeting with the czvh of 
Athol, Montrofe, Crawford, and others, after 
which the court was filled with daily accounts 
of confpiracies and intended alTaffinations^ 
The duke of Lenox ftill hovered about Black- 
nefs, Dumbarton, Callender, and other places, 
where he could find fhelter, in hopes of once 
inpre being admitted to James, to the inexpref* 
fible terror of the aifociated lords* E^prefi 
upon exprefs were difpatched in the king's 
name to haften his departure ; and he was even 
threatened, if be did not comply, to be treated 
as a rebel. He fiill lingered in Scotland, fome* 
times pn pretence of health, and fometimes pf be- 
ing deftitute of common neceflaries and cloath* 
ing ; but, at laft, a pafs being procured from 
Elizabeth, he was forced to take his journey, 
with twenty- nine horfe in his train, throu^I^ 
England for France, where foon after his land- 
ing he died of a broken heart. 
«5^5- Early in the year 1583 twp embafladors Wr 

ifom rived from the French court ; but Elizabetbt, 

in their pafiage through England, ordered 



vifon, one of her fecretar^es, to attend them, 

that 
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fkat he might tiratch their prdteedi^gs. flieir A.&.rij»ji 
bufinefi was to comfffete a ttegocration which 
had been fet oft f66t at the fecret cfefire ol 
James; for affociating hii* mother with hiiA- 
felf in the gbvcrnment We cannot comptei- 
hend th^ meaning of Elizabeth's proceeding^ 
with regard to Mary, without fbmctimerf 
throwing an eye upon the affairs of the conti« 
ncnt The ff iendffiip of France wa^ abfoltitel^ 
neceffary for embrorling the affairs of Spaitf, 
by fnpporting the revolt of the Netherh'nds; 
Her lover, the dnke of Anjoii, had been in-* 
tited to take the fovereignty of the Low CotiA* 
iCfies, which he had acc^epted of ; and Elizabeth 
&ad achiaHy made hxiii a prdmife of mirriag^i 
which (he afterwards retraced. Her intimacy, 
however, with the French king, during th6 
fime of the courtfhip, was of the laft import* 
ahce to her intereff, as he gave her early intelli- 
gence of her danger from Mary^s friends upon 
the continent. He informed her that the duke 
of Guife, whom he hated, and who had more 
power in t^rance than heboid himfelf, on pre* 
tence of railing men for the duke of Anjou, was 
making preparations for a defcent upon Eng^ 
faxkd; and he ferioufly advifed her to cOmpro- 
mife all matters with Mary, to which Elizabeth 
leeniled to l^tfd a^ wiltiAg ear. 

La Irfotfei who v^s at the head of the fietich The emVifr 
•ml^ffyy having pirefented hia credeiltiab, de- fuited^ 
fifed ttULt the ancient leagtitf between f rahcd and 
. Voi- VDL d Scot- 
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A. D. i58> Scotland ihould be renewed, and i}hat<£Kz«betih 
fhould be comprehended in the fame.^ I He lexr 
patiated upon the great regard and concern of 
his mafier in every thing that related to Jlji^i^t 
and mentioned the reports which , had gone 
abroad, as if he was under confinetnent. He 
wa$ feconded by Davifon, who had li^ewife; the 
character of an embafiador extraordinary ^ and 
James was obliged to fay that he was at perfei£fc 
liberty. In the mean while, the clergy took 
the alarm upon hearing of the intended com- 
promife between James and his mother, which 
had been propofed by the French embafiador. 
The churches rung with inveftives againft the 
whole of the negotiation ; and the perfons o£ 
the ; embafladors were infulted fo, that it was 
with difficulty La Motte could take a decent 
leave of James, and he returned home without 
fucceeding in any one point of his negotiation. 
It is reafonable to believe, that this embafla- 
dor*s departure gave Elizabeth a fecret pleafure. 
She had for fome time paft winked at Mary, 
whp was ftill in the earl of Shrewlbury's cufto- 
dy, having been indulged in enjoying a more 
free correfpondence than formerly with tier 
friends, both in Great*Britain and upon the 
continent ; and the reader, in the notes, * wilt 

♦ " Whereas I have been certamy advertifed that my fon it. 
furprized by rebels, (as I myfclf .alfo was fome years fmce) out 
of ajuftfear, left he (bould undergo the fame common condi- 
tion;, of infelicity with myfelf, I cannot but make my woful com- 
plaints^ and imprint the fame (if it may be) in your confciencc^^ 
that fo my innocence may appear to poftcrity, and their igno- 

. . . miny> 
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^ill find one of the moft moving as well as im- -^•^- '5'3« 
poitant letters to be itaet with in hiftory, which 

ttany, by whole unjuft dealings I am moft rnidefervedly brought 
into thefe miferies. But feeing their cunning pra6bices and de- 
▼loeJi (though never fo wicked) have bidierto been of more cWi 
dit with you than my moft juft complzjjiU, and your might may. 
leem to overcome right, and force to opprefs and bear down 
truth among men 5 I will appeal to the cvfer living Gdd, in whom 
only I acknowledge a power and dominion over us, that are 
princes of equal jurifdidion, degree, andautbority. And.upoii 
him will I call, (with whom there will be no place for craft of 
fraud) that in the laft day he will reward us according to our 
deierts one towards another, howfoever my advcrfaries know, in 
the hiean time, how to cloak their treacherous dealings before 
meii (and haply before you). In his name, therefore, and as it 
were before his tribunal feat, I call to your remembrance by 
what cunning artifices feme, who were employed in your name, 
drew the Scots, my fubje^s,,into rebellion againft me, whilft I 
lived in Scotland, and gave rife to all thofe mifchiefs which hav^ 
happened there ever fmce. Which (to omit other proofs) is cer- 
tainly known, by evident teftimonies to be produced, and by 
CQnfeffion out of Morton*s own mouth, who, on that account* 
advanced to honour. Againft whom, if I had proceeded ac-. 
coring to law and juftice, and you had not aided my rebels* 
they could not have ftood out long againft me and my friends. 

** Wlulft I wai kept in prifon at Lochlevin, Sir Nicholas 
Throgpnorton was a means to perfuade me, in your name, to fct 
xny band t6 a writing, and relign the kingdom ; which writing- 
he affirmed would be invalid ; and fo the whole world has taken 
it to be, till you aflifted the authors of the faid inftrument readily 
with your fevour and countenance, as alfo with an armed power* 
And tell me, bona fide, would you acknowledge fuch an au- 
thority and power of your fubje^s over you f Yet thereby was' 
my regal authority taken from me, and that by your advice and' 
afHftance^ and my kingdom tranflated to my fbu, who was.then»' 
in refpe6l of his age, incapable thereof. And when I myfelf was 
not long fince determined to confirm the kingdom to him lawr 
folly, he was forcibly feized on by certain traitors, who, with- 
out queftion, pm'pofed to deprive him (as they had dpne me) of . 
the kingdom, if not of his life alfo. 

- ** After I had made an efcape out of Lochlevin, and was now 
ttady to give the rebels battle, I craved your aid, fending back 
|htt dj^ii^ond wluch I had formerly received from jou in pledge 

Q * of 
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4-P.- ?583. fjie wrote at this time to Plizabetk, 'P^rlf^FP 
pp woman but Elizabeth berrelf coi}l^ hvft 

£)£ your Iove> ivith large promifes qi $iiS(lance ^gaiaft mjT ndbdii 
fime aftpr time renewed ; giving nae ^Ifp thex^ ypfir &itbfid 
lyqrd, that if I would betake myfelf tx) you, you y9^l4 «M»f tt 
the borders, and aiiiil me in your own perfon. I r^fyiQg njpfm 
fhis your promife fo often repeated, (though thofe you emplflgfcd 
}iad many times deceived me with fair words) reiolyjed t^ fytft 
you in my adverfity, as to a facred anchor. Aqd ceitainiy 4>I 
)iad, bad I found as eafy accefs to you, as my rebels agjuaft mM 
Jiave always had. But before I could come to you^ I w^ ftiffc4 
ppou, clapt into cuftody, (hut up in ftrong holds, and h^vpfvcjl 
^ce endured afili6lions more bitter than death it&lf. 

*^ I know you will hit me in the teetl) with what paifed be- 
twixt me and the duke of Norfolk ; yet I deny that that WM 
^y way prejudicial to you or your kingdom. For it wpu (ip- 
proyed of by the chief counfellors of the realm of Englaudy |»4 
foofirmed by their fubfcriptions, which may be prodncedy v)io 
^fo gave an aflured promife of your confent. And hoir () pny 
you) could men of that quality promife your coniciit to t^a^ 
-frhich would (^eprive you of life, honour, and your difidcm } 
Ifet would you have all thefe things believed by all mcA. 

« But when fome of rny faid rebels repented, when it WM toji 
late, and perceived more palpably, by the conference between 
our commiflioners at York, how injurioufly I was dealt wUI>9l| 
they were prefently beCeged by your forces in the caiUe of 
Edinburgh ; and two of the chief pf them were miferably bet 
reaved of their lives ; one by poifon, the other by the gsdlows. 
^d this, after I had, at your requeft, caufed thems more than 
once, to lay down their arms, in hopes of p^ace» which Q^ 
knows whether my adverfaries ever intended. 

** Fiom that time forward, I determined with myielf to try 
ifbether I could, by my patience, mitigate others rigoi|r, j^y 
bearing quietly all things which (hould be iniii^lcd on a paptifa 
oueen : yet have I now, for this whoVe year, been quife dcr 
baiTed from all intercourie with my fon, either by letten of 
znefjengers ) that fo if it were poi4ibIe, the fon might bt root 
and divided from his motlier by a fad and woful alienation of 
aAb^iojis. * 

*' Conditions of peace and c9n>cord to be made betwixt us | 
liaye often propounded. At Chatfworth, eleven yean iinoe^ 
With yoyr com miilioners, and with yonrfelfby the embafladors 
qj( ^9 mpfi chrift^i^ ki^^ and my own j and the l^jft Mf'mtff w^ 
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rcfifted the affeSiug cloqueucfe lyhich Mary cm- Aii>ti^j» 
ployed in that c«»pofitiQn. Her rcafcning 

BesiJ, Lave I dealt therein finceiely.. B|it tb<^e conditions hM^ 
}^en always rejedied, delays ibught and inteipoied, xny a/^pns v^ad . 
endeavours mifco9iikn:(ed, s^d t^e ilncere ^fiedi^s of my nun4 
ftill condemned. And of fay long patieiice, I l^ave reaped ofii 
Other fmity tbaj^ ti^ by a oerUun prefcription H grew to a euf- 
torn; that I was tivcry day more roughly handled than other. 
Theie things, verily, I am no longer zblt to endure : and howi* 
ipever it fall out, if I die, | will make known the authors of m^ 
death ; and if I live, I (ball, I hope, cauie all wicked contnu 
i:^ces and calumnies aj^ainii me to ceafe, that I ta^y pais tho 
reft of my life in greatei* quiet and tranquillity. . 

** Wherefore, to take away all mifunderftandings betwixt ui» 
let the teftimonies of the Spa^ards, that were lately takeQ pd« 
ipners in Ireland, be pro^luced agsunft me } let the examioati^a 
of the jefuits be brought foith i let every man have liberty ts> 
accuiie me publicly ; fo ^ I, in like manner, suiy have liberty, 
allowed me to defend myiblf, and not he condemned unheard* 
Thebafeft malefa^Vgrs and prifoners. are allowed their defence ^ 
and their accufers brought before them fape to face. And vhy. 
am not I fo dealt withal, who am an pointed queen, in bloo^ 
moft nearly allied to you, and n^xt to you the lawful heir to thci 
crown ? And this lafl: is what above all vexes and troubles my 
adverfanes, who labour to fet us two at variance. Alas ! there 
is no reafon this (hpuld trouble them. I call God and my ho* 
nour to witnefs, that X have for this long time thought of no 
Other kingdom, but that of heaven. Yet are you bound in 
confci^nce, and obliged both in regard of youi* duty and juitice^ 
»ot to prejudice my fon's undoubted title softer my death, nor to 
further the fccret contrivances of thofe, wbo» both in England 
and Scotland, labour, tooth and nail, the deftru6iion of me and 
spy fon 9 and is more th$ui too apparent by the carriage of your 
s^e^fengtrs in Scotland, who have behaved themfelves feditioufly 
epQUgh (unknown to you, no doubt, though Huntington has 
1>ufily beftirred himfelf therein). 

^* Is this reafon, that I, who am a mother, ihould be prohi«. 
bfted not only to advife my oppreffed fon, but fo much as to ua- 
dfrHand in what condition he is ? Had thofe meiTengers beien 
ftnt for n^y fon's ggod, happy, if they had taken my advice 
along with them, they might have been more welcome to hini 
for my fake i certainly you had obliged me the more clofely to 
you. Neither was there any reafon why you (hoiJd fo carefully 
ctnccal their fending, or quiu taken from me, at that time, all 
fUc of Off liber^- fittt, to ijieak frcelyi I befcech you to employ 

no" 
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Ko.ti2s, wasfo ftrong, and the fads flie brought were 
fo ftubborn, that even Elizabeth herfelf feenaed. 



more fuch minifters in Scottifli matters. For though Gary 
(I'think) would undertake nothing unbefeeming himfelf and his 
lumour, yet can I promife myfelf no good of HundngtoUi by 
reaion of bis bad behaviour towards me. 

" Therefore I do earneftly intreat you, by the near kindred 
that is betwixt us, to have a ferious care in my fon's fafety, to 
intermeddle no more in Scottiih matters, without acquainting 
mt or the French king , and to efleem thofe for no better tiian 
traitors who detain my (on in cuftody, and conftrain him, agaihfr 
his^wifl, to do what tiey lift. In brief, I befeech you by tWI 
crofs and paffion.of Chrift our redeemer, that I may now, after 
fb many years reftraint, be reftored to my liberty upon reaibn- 
^He conditions ; and may, for the fmall remainder of my life, 
refrefii my decayed body fomewhere out of England, after Co 
long grief and langui(hing in prifba. So fhall you oblige me 
and mine, and efpecially my fbn to you £<j(r ever. And this I 
will never ceafc to beg of ypu, ;with alt earneftnefs, till you grant 
it me : and that which moves me fo earneftly to crave it, is the 
afflifted ftfite of my body and health. Take order, therefore, 
that I may hereafter be more courteoufly ufed ; otherwife, in' 
^ain terms, I (hall not be able to endure it ; -and p^t me not off 
to any other doon>,pr ftntencc than your own. - Whatfoevcr 
hereafter fhall befall me, good or ill, I (hall take it to come from 
yourfelf alone. Vouchfafe me.this favour, that I may undo*- 
ftand your roind from yourfelf, cither by a Ihort letter, or by the 
French embaflador. I cannot reft fatisfted with thofe tlilngi 
which the earl of Slirewfbury tells me, confidering that thejr are' 
altered every day. When -I wrote of late to your council, you 
wifhed me to acquaint yourfelf only with my bufinefs (but thciT 
was no reafon for you to grant them fo large an authority over 
me, to trouble and afflict me). Yet I cannot but fear that fome" 
of them, who are my adverfaries, have procured this, left the" 
reft, when they (liquid have heard my juft complaints, fliould 
©ppofe them, in.^-cgard as well of .your honour, as of their own 
duty towards you. It now remains that I make this fpecial re-, 
queft to you, that my mind being taken up with the thoughts o^ 
another life, 1 may have fome reverend catholic pneft sdlowed 
me, wHo may direft me in my religion, for my fours health. 
This laft office is not to be denied to tHe pooreft wretches 6fthe 
meaneft condition. To foreign princet;jemba^dont 7^^ allow 
the exerdfe of their reljgion»,ai>d I freely granted it to^tvy.fub- 
jefts of a different religion. If this be denied me, (I hope) lihall- 
bo fxcvtfed before Godj but my adverfaries (I fear) will not 

cfc.ipo 
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to be touched ; and fixe fent Beal, the clerk of ^^- «iH^ 

her council, to commune with Mary on the fub- 

... .... .•- '*#« 

cfcape unpunifbed. Certainly it will be a precedent for otlitf ■ 
princes of Cbriftendom to ufe the like feverity towards their futtw > 
}t£ts of a different religion^ if this rigor be fhewed to me, whflf 
am an abfolute princeis; and your neareft kiafwoman. For fo I 
am, and fo I fliali be as long as I live, whether my advefl^ieaf 
will or no, and though they be never fo ill-pleaied ' and diflktii- ^• 
£9d at it. , To have my houihold increaied, Ideiire not ; but |, 
am neceflitated to defire you that I may have two wsdting-wo- ^^ 
men allowed me, whom I ihall have need of in thk nty wtitk- 
condltion { and let, not my enemies iktisfy their malice and^ 
cruelty in hindering me of fo fmall a courteiy. Whereas I am 
privately accufed by the earl of ^irewlbury, that^ contrary tt}-^ 
what I promifed to Beal, I have dealt with my ion about cOnv^H 
ing my title into Scotland to him without your privity j I4)e-/ 
ieech you believe not BeaFs fuggeftions v I prothifeid nothing bu£ 
on certain conditions^ to wldch I am not at all tied, unleft thofe^' 
on your part be performed by you. Since that time I have re- ^ 
ceived no anfwer, and a deep'iUence has enlued touching thofe' 
matters i but the practices and contrivances in Scotland, to the 
deftru6Hon of- me and my ion, have been c6ntinued. This fo 
long a iilence I could not conftrue any thing dfe but a flat de^^ 
nial, which I iigniiied to you and your council by letters. WhaC ' 
the French king and his mother imparted to me, I have truly' . 
and ingenuouily acquainted you withal, and'aiked your couni^ 
in it I but I have not heard fi> much as a word from you. To 
fubnut myfelf to your advice, touching my affairs and my coun- 
try, before I knew what manner of advice it would be, I never 
intended } £5r this might feem a piece of extreme folly. How 
my adveriariet in Scotland triumph over ide and my captive fon^ 
is not unknown to jrou. For my part, I have attempted nothing - 
there which may prejudice you : what I have done has been for 
pirocuriBg a (olid peace in that kingdom ; whereof, fure, I fhould 
have as great a care as your council ; for I am far more interefle^ 
therein than they. I deiired, with all my heart, to gratify my 
fon by confirming to him the title of king, and to bury all diC^ 
cords in oblivion. Is this to ihatch away the. diadem from my . 
fon? But my mdrerfiuies, and the adverfaries of my family* 
would not lunre k confirmed- to him. This they envy him, 
whi]ft.they «arry a witne&againft themfelves in their own breail, 
and by iWon of their guilty conlcience miftruH their own .. 
fConditioAit 

« Let ■ 



164 T H E H I 3 T O R Y 

^ar^3. jeft of her complaints. She coxild riot hai^c 
pitched on a more improper man for fuch ail 
office, for he was four, wafpifli, and unfeeling. 
He delivered to Mary, however, what he had 
in charge, and found her fo compliable to all 
Elizabeth's defires, that upon his report, it was 
debated in council, whether Mary fhould not 
be immediately fet at liberty. That was thought 
improper, except upon the following terms : 
•* If flie and her fon would promife to attempt 
QOthing which might be prejudicial to queen 
Elizabeth, Or the realm of England. If (he 
would acknowledge, that whatever was done 
by her hufband Francis II. king of France, 
againft queen Elizabeth, was done againft her. 

* ■ 

^ Let npt tbefe and others my adyerfaries fb Eur blind your 
cyc8» M tbat» while you live and fee it, they bring your neareft 
Undred to their graves, ^and undermine both crowns j for the 
thtftpfurpoie certainly do they: carry on their wicked pmfkicci 
ai^nnft me, agaSnil my fon, and peiliaps againft yourfelf too^ 
Qm^itbe-any advantage' or credit to you, that by their meanly 
l4wd my fon, and you and yourfelves, are fo loa^ deprived* of 
one another? Recall yourfelf to your innate mildnefs and* lenitjr- 
Refuibe your natural difpofition ; and as you are at prinoefs» 
foften yrourfpitit,. and difpofe it to lay afide all difpleldtirte to- 
wards me, a princefs fo nearly related to you in Mood^ and ia 
loving toyou; that thefe rtiattfers being compounded betwixt us, 
I insy the more quietly depart this life,- and the groans and fighf- 
of my^ afflicted' ibul imty^ not afcend up to God. To whofif mm- 
Jetty I oiler up^ my daily prayerif, befinxhing him, that thefe aoy 
)uS cofaiplauits and wolul lamentations may now at length fiai- 
tigird with y<kk At Sheffield, Ndv; S. i sU\ 

«« Your moft difconfbfafte, 
^ Neareft kita{wonian» 
<^ Jtadr afflsftionate Sifteii^ 
Mary, qaaen/*' 
Cambdtn^ p. 4»^ 41^ 

wiU 
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will, and wquld qtterly difclaim the fame as a.PxsJ|. 
UDJufty confirm the treaty of Edinburgh, and 
condemn all unfair attempts ever Unce, by in- 
genuoufly renouncing them. If ihe would be 
bound to contrive, or acl nothing, diredly or 
indiredly, againft the government of the king* 
dom of England, in either ecclefiafiical or civil 
matters, but oppofe all fuch as ihould any ways 
attempt the fame, as public enemies. If fhe , 

would forbear to claim any right to the king* 
dom of England, dyring queen Elizabeth's life, 
and afterwards be content to refer the title of 
i^cceiSon to the judgment of the parliament of 
{Ingland. If (to the end there might be no 
place left for prevarication, and that Ihe might 
not hereafter alledge, that fhe condefcended to 
tbfs conditions being a prifoner and conftrained * 

therieto) (he would not only fwear to thefe con* 
ditions herfelf, but would alfo procure the 
cftatcs of Scotland to confirm, them by public 
authority; and the king to ratify them by oath 
and a writing, and hoftages to be given for the 
performance of themf* 

« 

The reader may perceive, from the above oppoftdkf 

' *^ her «]!€• 

(ronditions, that the afibciating Mary with her mict. 
ion in the government, was to be referred to 
the kiQg and parliament of Scotland ; but Beal 
moft tyrannically exafted of Mary a verbal pro* 
v^ife, that &e would not even treat with her 
ion concerning that affociation without Eliza- 
beth's privity^: When Mary was upbraided af- 
VoL. vilL P terwards 
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A.i). ifii terwards with this promife, fhe affirmed that it 
was only conditional, and that it was void, be- 
£aufe the terms upon which Ihe had made it, 
had not been fulfilled. The affociated lords in 
Scotland, feeing the treaty between Mary and 
Elizabeth fo far advanced, gave themfelves up 
for loft, if they did not prevent its confe- 
quences ; and nothing was fo proper for that 
purpofe as an embafly to Elizabeth. James 
grew every day more and more impatient of 
reftraiht, but his natural timidity led him to 
approve of the grofl'eft affronts offered to his au- 
thority by his keepers, and he had even written 
letters to Elizabeth approving of all they had 
done, and declaring that he was at perfect K- 
berty. They could not, however, prevent the 
carls of Argyle and Montrofe, and other noble- 
men, :ivho difliked the affociation, from having 
frequent accefs to James, who opened his mind 
to them, and informed them that he was re- 
folved to rilk every thing to recover his free- 
dofn. • 

Embaffa- Coloncl Sttiart, who commanded the king^s 

E^lTd for g^iard, and was a favourite with James, and Mn 
wl^"' John Colvil, ^ man of very oppofite principles, 
were named by James as his embaffadbrs to the 
Englilh court. They were inftrufted to* de- 
mand from Elizabeth the reftitution of the Le- 
nox eftate, and all the arrears due upon it, from 
the court of wards, and to offer to confult 
her concerning their kingV marriage ; 'but CbW 

vil 



I 



OF SCOTLAND; 107. 

vil was fecretly inftruaed to acquaint Elizabeth ^•^•;s^3v 
that the Scotch nobility never could be brought 
to agree to the aiTociation of Mary with hqr fon 
in the government. This piece of intelligence . 
was highly agreeable to Elizabeth ; and thet open * 
variance that fubfifted between the two em))^f« 
fadors, ferved her as a pretext for giving no ' 
definitive anfwer to fheir commiffipn ; fo that, 
the treaty for Mary's liberty was now entirely. 
at a (land. Mary complained of this as well as.of^ 
Elizabeth's breach of promife, and entered inta, 
a fecret negociation with Js^mes himfelf con-r 
cerning the aflbciation ; which coming to Eliza- : 
beth's knowledge, fhc mod unjuftly upbraided 
Mary for duplicity. 
Upon the return of the two embaffadors, the J*«" ^«'^- 

1 ITT r 1 /• » veu himfelf 

one madq a report difierent from that of the from the ac* 
other, which rendered James niore than ever : *^*^'**' 
anxious, to effed his own deliverance. About ' 
this time certain intelligence arrived at his 
court of the duke of Lenox's death, and of his 
dying in the proteftant.religion, having refufed.' 
to fuffer a Roman catholic clergyman to attend 
him in his lajl moments. James took care that 
this news fhould be fully publifhed; and it fecms, 
to. have made a confiderable impreflion, particur 
Ijtrly upon the eail of Gowry, who was one of 
the duke's great^ft enemies. His death freed. 
the lords from their apprehenfions of his fud< 
denly returning ; fo that Jan^s was leJ& care- 
^y guarded . than before, efpecially as they ^ 
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A.T>,i5*3. knew that the 6arl of Amnwas extremely diT*^ 
agreeable to all parties. } Jft May, Jatnes hatita|(- 
fettled the plan of his deliverance, ordered a' 
convention to be held at St. Andrew's^-and the 
carls of Argyle, Huntley, Montrofe, Crawford^ 
Rothes, and March, to be fammOned ta it by 
particular letters. Few or none of the a£bpat^ . 
lords were then ^ court -y and James left Edib-*' 
burgh with an intention to make a progteft! 
throtigh Fifeftiire and fome of the neighbouHng^^ 
counties, before the convention met. When htf 
arrived at Falkland, he imparted his fchemcof. 
an efcape to colonel Stuart ; and, oh pretence of 
paying a vifit to the earl of Marqh, who reiided 
at St, Andrew's, he flipt into the caftld, and 
immediately ordered the gates to be ihtit. Next 
morning the earls of Argyle, Marihal, Mon*'' 
trofe, and Rothes, waited upon him at his- 
levee, and were gracioufly received. The co- 
lonel interceded ftrongly for the carl of 6awry» 
and he too was admitted with fome difficulty^ 
after profeffing his forrow for what had pafied|^ 
an^ aikipg on his knees his majefty's pardoiit 

fer the part he had acled in hift detention at 

■' ■ ■ * ".. _ 

Rvthven. The king continued-^ for"' foittd liDM 
.in the caftle, whei^ the conVTentiott fat ; but 
pone of the affociated lords,- e3tct|)t Gd^tYy, 
Moyfe«f . were prefent. A prbclamatiori was ifiued,! in- 
demnifying colonel Stuart for the fefvicc he 
had done the king in his deliverance, ahd new 
j)fivy-counfellors, who >vere to attend James, 

Wtrc 
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\fera liamed. Tltefewere the earls of Argylc^ A,D,isfsr. 
iAarch^ Mariihi]^ Montrofe, Kothes^ Gowiy, . ft^"^ - 
together with the officers of ftatc, the fccre- ^^Siw'^. 
ttry^ comptroller, clerk*regifler|, juftice-clerkt 
privy-feal, and ftdv6cate ; and no others to re->' « 
pair unto his majefty till, they were fent for by ; 
his inghnefsy qr had fpecial errands of their 
own. Another. proclamation was iffued, fixing: 
t]ie ntunbers bf attendants upon thofe who re«. 
paind to copirt^ tiz. fifteen witl^ ah earl^ af.: 
ittany with a biftop, ten with, t lord, the fame 
smmber with an dbbot or prior, and fi$ with 
a baron. If We ire to belieVe the author of Mel« 
vU's Memoirs, the aflbciited lords were iipon 
the point of making James ionce more a pri^ 
fOner, had not the earl of March, the gentle* 
men of Fifeihirc, and/ the pvovoft of St. Ad« 
drew's, interpofcd, and put James in f ull poi^ 
ieffion of the caftle. James haying adjotirnbd 
the convention to Perth, was at great pains to 
reconcile all thd nobility who were about his' 
perlbn^ and where that could not be eJBFe^tedp' 
ll)^ ordered them to withdraw to their refp^c* 
tive habitations^ The ^arl of Arran earneftly 
defired leave to wait upon James, but at firft the 
faVQur was denied him; till the lorjds confider* 
jpg that he might be of ufe againft the oppofiti 
party, he was permitted to come to coUrt, and 
to have a confiderable ihare in the management' 
qf fifiairs. 
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A-D. 15S3. , Few young princes, farrounded by npbles x>f 
^^ f^ different faftions, would have behaved with the 
■g«ft the wifdom and moderation which James, notwith- 
ilanding his high provocations, difcovered on 
this occailon. He publiihed a declaration, ex* ; 
preffing his feniibility of the force that had been 
put upon his perfon at Ruthven, and the trea- ' 
fonablb proceedings of the lords during his con- 
finement; but at the fame time indemnifying 
abd pardoning all that had paffed ; provided the 
ddinquents afked forgivenefs in proper time, and 
defitied from farther treafonable attempts. But 
this mild meafure had little effe^ The beft 
friends of the king fiomaqhed the reftara- 
tioh of Arran, and the afcendency he had . re- 
covered in his mafter's councils. James, of 
hiipfelf, was but too apt to abandon himfelf to 
the guidance of his favourites^ efpQcially when, 
like Arran, they undertook to cafe hiib of the 
fatigue of attending the council-board, and. 
prdmifed to report to him all th^ proceedings, 
there, aftbr his return from his diverfion. The 
firft life Arran made of his credit, was to clog 
the indemnity, which had been already pro- 
claimed by new conditions, obliging the parties, 
to take out fpecial pardons, and by other com* 
pliances wHijch in fact* defeated all the ends of. 
the kin gs moderation. James, when informed 
by h^s friends of thofe proceedings, Ihewed di£-. 
pofitiqns to check them ; but they were over^ 
rijlTO By Arran, \yhofe imperious, and, at the 
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£ime time, infinuating manner he coukl not a«&.i^ 

Controul. The noblemen and their friends, on 

the other hand, thought themfelvcs fafe un* 

der the proclamations that had been publifli- . 

ed, and refufed to comply with Arran's arbi- s^wooo* 

trary demands. Upon this the earl of Angus 

was confined beyond Spey ; John Lcvingfton of 

Dunypace, arid Patrick Drummond of Camock, 

in the county of Galloway ; Lochlcven and 

Buchan in Invernefs ; the mafter of Glamis, ^ 

the abbot of Dumfermling, and lord of Cleifli,, . 

were charged to enter themfclves into the caftle 

of Dumbritton i Williaip, commendator of 

Paifley, in Blacknels ; and Mr, John Colvil com- 

manded to keep ward in Edii^biirgh. 

From thofe, and many other feverities in- TjrrjM^ or 
Aided upon other perlbns at court, it appeared 
that Arran ahd his Wife intended to introduce . 
a nciv fet of domeftics to James, who ihoiild be 
totally at their devotion. A convention was 
fummoned to meet at St. Andrew's upon the 
fifteenth of Auguft \^M^ that which hadaflem-js ; 
bled at Perth rendered it a ciibitial felony, for .' 
any one to Report that the duke of Leno^qid ,^ 

not die a gbod"and a finc^rcproteftantqf tHc .^ 
church of Scbihnd. Another proclamation re- ^ 
capitulated ati' thie circumilariccs of the king|^ / , 
dcttntion ahd'^impfifonment at JKuthven ; and' . 
a third ftriftly charged all aiid^funary his liigi.-, * 
ncfs^s fubjcfts, lietwixt fixty and fixlecij ycaia^*.^ , 

■ * * the (hetiffdbm of Fifd^ to meet his^ ma- 

jefty 
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4.D;j5S3. jefty jn Falkland upon the twenty-fourth day 
otAajdt, well arAied, with fifteep da^s pro- 
Y)iic lis ; and to remain with his highnef3 ^ cert 
tain fpace, under the pain of deaths lands» and 
goods. Thofe proclamations, equally ridiculous 
as they were cruel, evinced the ferocity which 
the public diftradions had ftamped upon the 
minds of different parties, who in their turns, 
when they got hold of power, were as axbitrary 
and inhuman as their predeceffors in office. 
The reafon of the laft proclamation was becauie 
all the profcribed noblemen and gentlemen, 
excepting the earl of Angus, had diiregarded 
the orders which had been publiihed for their 
furrendering themfelves, and had tberelorft 
^ffi^fiigooi. heen declared rebels. The higheil ftrain, how- 
ever, of Air^ai^'s authority, feems to have been 
an oath which he impofed upon all the king^s 
domefiics, not only that they would abftain 
from all correfpondence with the rebels^ but 
with all who were known to be in his mar 
jefty*8 mal (bad) grace. 
Kittbeth Elizabeth, who was never at a lofs for pre- 
fpiendid texts either to break off or fufpend any treaty^ 
j^^^** efpecially with Mary, laid to her charge oar- 
tain popiih pradices which were then difco* 
vered. Her faithful fpy, the earl of Shrewf- 
bury, Mary's keeper, did not fail to acquaint 
her with all the particulars of the late revolu* 
tions in the Scotch court, and of the ftrift 
correfpondence whicK Mary kept up with the 

pope 
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pope and the king of Spain, Elizabeth, upon ^*>*^s^i* 
this, wrote James a letter ^, which the reader 
will find in the nOte^, in as fevere authorita- 

"• ** Among; your many Itudies, my dear brother nhd cotillni 
I wifh Socrates*s noble lefTon wei*e not forgotten, that wills the 
emperor, his fovereign^ to m^ke his words of more account than 
other rnqn do their oaths, as nieetefl: eniigns to (hew the trueJR: 
badge-of a prince's arms. It moveth me much to moan you, 
when I behold how diverfly fuhdry wicked fpirits abftrafl your 
mind, and bend your courle to crooked paths and evil illuiions. 
Wrapt under the cloak' of your beft good. How can it be that 
you can fuppofe an hoi|owrshle atid (ktisfa6^ory anfwer can be 
made unto me, when all ypur adbings gainiay your former vows f 
You deal with one whofe tx^tti^nct wiW itot take drofs for good 
j>ayraeot> and with one. who will hot be eafily beguiled. No, no ! 
I mind to iend to fchop) your craftieft tounfellors. I am forry 
to ^nd yoil bent to wi-.on^ 'youffelf, in thinking to injure others. 
Yea, thofe, who if they had taken the opportunity in their 
))add9, they might have, done jrou more prejudice than a thou* 
fand fuch mens lives be worth, who perfuade you to avow fuch 
deeds, as to oblige the beft deferving of your fabje6(s to demand 
a fkultlefs pardon. ' Why do you fofget what you wrote to my- 
felf v^th your own hand, (hewing how dangerous a courfe the 
duke was entered, though you ieemed to excufe him, as if he 
had intended no evil therein ^ and yet you would not make 
tbem guilty who delivered you therefrom. I hope you more 
efteem your honour thari to give it fuch a ftain, (ince you have . ' ,; 

fi> often protefted, that you was refolved to notice thefe lords asr 
your moft afFe6^ionate fubje6ts, in the full perf^aiion, that all ' . . 

they had done was by them intended for your advantage. To 
conclude, I'befeech you proceed no fui tlier in this courfe, till 
yoVL receive an expref^ meffcnger, a trufty ferv'ant of mine, by 
whom I intend tQ deal as an affectionate iifter with you, as one 
from whom you itiay fee you (hall receive honour and content- 
ment, with more furety to yourlelf and ftate, th«i by following 
the pernicious counfels of thefe crafty diffembling counfellors, 
at kiiows the Lord, to whofe fafe keeping I do conunit you^ 
.* . . ' ** Your moft allured, 

'< And faithfidleft fifter, 
" And coufin, 
" Elizabeth." 
See Melviri Memoirs, p. 140* 

Vol. VIII. (^ tivc 
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A. D. 1583 tive terms, as a fdiooUniftrefs could "trritfe ttt 
an ofiending pupil. James was not itafeniSUd 
of the indignity oflfered him ; and ordfered l^llr 
James Melvil to anfwer it, which he did in 
very. becoming terms, but in a like ftrain of pe* 
dantry. In this anfwer, he very properly 
takes notice, that the intimation he had whif- 
pered to her coufin Gary, at his audience, 
ought to have convinced her, that the feem* 
ing fatisfad:ion he had expreifed at the condud 
of the a£bciated lords had been extorted trdm 
him by fear. Elizabeth was not infenfible that 
the court of France, and Mary herfelf, would 
do. any thing to prevent James from again 
falling under Engliih influence; and fhe thou|;)!t 
the junchire fo critical, that fiie refolved to 
Employ the ableft minifter ihe had, the cele- 
brate4 Sir Francis Waliingham, as her embaf- 
&dor e;xtraordinary to James. 
i)y Sir That .{latefman was then fo much indijQpbfecl, 

WfinV ^^*t Bo\\'es, the Engliih refident, had prefent^ 
to James .Elizabeth's letter. Walfingham, upon 
his recove ry, fet out for Scotland, and arrivied 
at Falkland, the king's favourite place of rcfi** 
dence, the firft of September, with no fewer 
than a hundred and twenty horfe in his train. 
What could induce fo frugal a prince& asfSi- 
zabethito fend James fo. pompous an embafly, is 
ftill a fecret. Some : have, .with an appearance 
of reafon, conjedured. that he was commif- 
£oned to propofe a penfion to James, and that 

he 
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]^ fliQuId be immediately declared heir to the ^^'^5^* 
crown of England after Elizabeth^ provided 
he would put liimfelf entirely under her go^ 
verqa^ce i but that finding Jam^s whoUy en* 
groffcd by the earl of Arraq, he did not think 
proper to ope© his inftru^lions. Perhaps Ar- 
ran^s pow^. might have been fome check upoa 
Walfingham ; but it is not likely that fuch ^ 
minifier as he lyas would have bee(t deterre4 
froni executing the coinmands of a miftre&, 
who had wrote fuch a letter as we have feen. 
It 18 therefore moft probable; that^ befides the 
main bufinefs he was charged with| whatever 
^t wautf Walfingham vf^s pitched upon by Elir 
a^bethy on accQimt pf his penetration, that h^ 
ipight difcover that prince's real charader, and 
the extent of his abilities. 

Jsunes never appeared in a more advantage* J'/'J^^,"]*" 
QUS poifit of light than he did in the audience <>^«<'<'«- . 
he gave to Walfingham. That minifter, upon 
his arrival, found all the Engliih party in 
Scotland either in prifon, profcribed, or driven 
into ^le, notwithftanding all the afb that 
liad'paffed, bQth in church and Hate, for their 
indemnification. Walfingham, in the firfl; part 
p{ his fmdience, talked pretty much in the 
firain of Elisabeth's letter, as if the king had 
))een guilty of a breach of promife in read? 
smttTng AiT^P to his i^ouncils, and drjving his 
beft friends, the lords of the EngliQi faction, 
Ifoxq hu coHr(. Jam^ anfwered with great 

(^z dignity 
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A. D. 1583. dignity that he was a fovcreign prince, and as 
Httle accountable to Elizabeth for his a'cbions, 
as fhe Tras to him for 4ier conduct. As to his 
promife, he faid it had been extoFted from 
him, and therefore did not bind him 7 that he 
had freely oflFered to pardon his offending fub* 
jeAs upon the acknowledgment of their of- 
fence, and promife of amendment, which he 
would faithfully obferve : expecting of the 
queen his lifter that neighbourhood which be- 
came princes living in amity and frienrdihip; 
and thatfhe would not countenance his fub- 
jefts in their rebellion. Walfingham replied in 
this remarkable manner i *^ Sir^ the queen, my 
miftrcfs, would never meddle with your af- 
fairs but to work your good and quietncfs,'* 
He then complained that one Holt, an EngliiK 
jefuit, who had been concerned in treafqnable 
practices againfi: Elizabeth, had been fuflfercdi 
at the requifition of the French embaffador, 
to efcape out of Scotland, contrary to prtf- 
mife. James denied that he had made^ any 
fuch promife j but infifted upon his' having as 
much right tp rcfufc to deliver up Ho]t,'av 
Elizabeth had to proteft Archibald Douglas, 
who was known to be a principal a<%or in bin 
fether's murder. Walfingham, who priobably 
did not expect fo fpirited an anfwer, declared 
he was fetisfied ; and' then the conference was 

■ • ■ ■ 

turned to fome vague propofels for prcferving 
the peace, and concluding a -new treaty of 
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&iend(hip between the two kingdoms ;. and K^f^^H 
thus the audiencd tended, ^ The writer t>£ Mel« 
vil's Memoirs mentions other privaste aiMliences 
which James gave to Walfinghim ; but they 
feem to have been of no confequence^' becau& 
that prince often expreffed his fiirprize thkt fo 
able^ fo aged, and fo infirm aifiatefman ihould 
he employed in k 'Commiilion of fo little im.'* 
portance. ■ . i ' t 

• Walfingham, upon taking leave of Jamesb S^eSSL 
cxprefied' the higheft opinion of his iparta^ 
learning, and fagacity ; and continued in ihofe 
fentixnents to the time of hi^ death. Mary's 
fatal cataftrophe teas now drawing near. She 
every day perceived fireQi obfticles to her. de^ 
liverance out of prifon ; and entered into new 
ichemes againft Elizabeth, in whiich £he thought 
herfelf warranted by the creel treatment flic 
hiad received; It 'is upon this alone that die 
cdnd^iQ of Mary is defenfible; and interme^ 
diate times have not condemned it 

During her < late treaty with Elizabeth, one ConfpTn* 
Morgan^ a Welchman, who had a moft amaz<^ mt^lk. 
ing genius for intrigue, though he htmfelf was 
4 prifoner in the Baftflc at Paris, gave Mary 
intelligence of not only what was paffing on 
the continent of Europe, but in Scotland, and 
even in Elizabeth's own court. It was at Mbr* 
gan's pecommehdation that Mary employed 
one Francis Throgmorton, a young man? of' a 
aood family^ and pregnant parts^ to tranfad 
; - her 
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W9«iiM. lifer affairs with Mendoza, tjbe Spadifli embafla* 
iUur^ concerning the intended invafion of Eng- 
land, whieh was to be headed by the duke of 
^ Guife, aqd fupported by the pope and the 
idng of Spain. . Throgmorton was totally 
^gainft any dcfcent being made upon England 
becaufe he thought, confldoring the difcoor 
ragements and perfbcutioos of the Roman ea^ 
tholic party there, it would be impradicabk to 
V <raife a luiEcient number of Mary's friends to 
ijoin the invaders ; but he imagined that the 
landing could be effected with great advantage 
iir Scotland. While this difpute lafted, Throg- 
morton had drawn up lifts of all the harbours 
SQ England, , and of all the gentlemen whom 
lie thought beft affe&ed to Msjry's caufc and 
.re}igion. Before any thing was determined, 
Throgmorton'sr brother, and Cbarlea Paget, 
one of the moft faithful of Mary'* friends, 
mrriired from France in difguife, tq vi^w the 
proper places for a landing in Englaod. It 
nay appear incredible to the rcadQ|:„ that Eli- 
zabeth and her minifter&were early apprised of 
every ftep taken by ^the confpirators ; but they 
buffered ThrogmortpQ and his alfociates to pro- 
ceed quietly in their fchemes. This happened 
about the time that Beal was treating with 
Mary. The earl of Shrewfbjary . and he, by 
Elizabeth's orders, acquainted Mary that flup 
^M no ftr^nger to the practices of her party ; 
twt that fi^e was willing to give bipr her friend- 

fliip* 



iiip, prbvidediBre wouW confeTs WlUfce kttm *.».»3«i. 
concerning the ilinke of Guife*^ expedition. 

Mary, firam tbe t>articulars that had beeft Thfognwr- 

, * -^ too tOff* 

difclofed, cauly fatv that Elizabeth AVas ac> tared, 
quaintcd with the ititrigues of Throgmtrttoii 
and his afibci^tes ; but fee noHy wfufed to t6- 
vcal any particulars, though fiie acknowledged 
that fhe had t2^en that concern in the intetidtfl 
invafion which her wrongs had di6htted ; ah4 
boldly juftified all fte had done, infifting, tSia 
ihe fliould be reftored to liberty, in which ttrife 
it waspoffible flie might be of {ehritb tb Elitdi* 
beth. Here we apparently have a 'key tb Wil* 
£tigham's inyftcrious condu?kiii 5t:ofllhd ; ftk 
it is vety deitiln Elizibeth knew t5i« James 
was Well acquainted with, and favotircd, Afe 
intended invifloti. Erancis Throgmorton ti?is 
tit this tithe hegbtiatihg aft the German lSp2i 
With Sir Francis Englefidld, an txite, anrd atit 
of the heads of the Englifli ftbikati catitofids. 
Elizabeth knc>*r of this coniultattiOn likewffe'; 
and fome wrong-headed Roman catholics, 
heated into frenzy by the enthufiaftic difcburfes • 
bf thiir priefts, having attempted to mufdct 
either her or Lelcefter, flxc tStrew the blame 'ot 
tlit whole upon Maty atfd M^ndoza, the Spa- 
ttifli embaffadbr, whtjm Hit ordcttd to depart: 
out of England. Throgmorton was now Tb* 
turned to London, aud felzed'at his own hoiife 
With all his papers, excepting a ihiall cofi^, 
yhich lie dtXlhiUflJr Conveyed to Mcndoaa, 

before 
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4»ff-?5?J* jbefore the time fixed for his departure elapfed 
Among Thrograorton's papers that were feized, 
was that containing the names of the harbours 
"'I fit for landing foreign troops^ and a lift of the 
Roman catholic gentlemen in England. This 
was thought fufficient evidence for putting him 
on the rack, which he twice fuffered ; and the 
excruciating pain overcoming his conftancy, 
he confefled whatever his tormentors pleafed. 
Being taken from the rack, he lay for fome 
months in prifon, fecure, as he thought, from 
being tried for his life, becaufe it had been 
provided, by a ftatute in the thirteenth of the 
i^ueen*s reign, that for the feveral crimes there 
reckoned up as high treafon, no perfon fhali 
be. called in queftion, " unlcfs he be thereof 
indii^ed within fix months next after the fame 
ofience committed ; and ihall not be arraigned 
for the fame, unle.fs the ofience be proved by 
the tfeftimpny and oath of two fufficient wit: 
neffes, or his voluntary confeffion without 
violence." 
tried, con. Notwithftanding this claufe, Throgmorton 
**^"'**' was called to his trial upon the ftatute of the 
twenty-fifth of Edward the third ; upon which 
he retracled his confeilion, as having been ex- 
torted from him by torture. . This plea did not 
avail him ; for he was tried, and found guilty 
by a jury. Elizabeth's minifters, to palliate fo 
iniquitous a proceeding, which began to make 
a great noife, publiflicd a narrative of what 

they 
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they called his treafons: but it was fat from ^'^''s'l. 
giving fatisfaftion to the public, becaufe it was 
plain that no evidence appeared agaihft him 
upon his trial, but his own confeflions upoti 
the rack. The fine qualities he difcovered, 
his youth, and the hardlhip of his cafe, moved 
even fome of the commiffioners, before whom 
he was tried, to advife him to fubmit himfejjf 
entirely to Elizabeth's clemency. He accord* 
ingly wrote her a moft moving letter, and 
confirmed the confeflions which had been ex- 
torted from him. This had a very different 
effect from what he expedled ; for the miniftry 
printed the letter and confeflion as a vindication 
of their own conduft, and Elizabeth ordered him 
to be executed ; but we are told he retraced ^"^ ^^ 
at Tyburn all he had confeffed. 

In January 1584, Mendoza, who was ftill in '5*4« 
Englajtid, was examined before Elizabeth's 
council concerning the fhare he had in Throg- 
xnorton's treafons. Mendoza treated the charge 
with the utmoft contempt and difdain ; and 
boldly recriminated upon Elizabeth all the 
provocations fhe had given his matter by fup- 
* porting his rebels in the Netherlands; by de- 
taining the treafures t^en by Sir Francis 
Drake in tinies of peace; by ordering Wal- 
iingham to bribe the earl of Weftmoreland's 
brother to affaflinate don John of Auftria, and 
many other facls, Mendoza's behaviour exaf- 
perated Elizabeth ; but (he did not think pro- 

VoL. VIII. R per 
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A. D, 15^4. per to refent it, and he withdrew to France. 
Her lenity was owing to her not hting pre- 
pared for a war with Spain ; for Wade, one of 
her minifters, was fent to Philip with an apo- 
logy for her behaviour to Mendoza ; but Philip 
refufed to fee him, and he returned to Eng- 
land. 

The unhappy Mary was now grown not only 
impatient, but infirm under her confinement j 
and thought that this was a favourable junc- 
ture for once more attempting her deliverance. 
Elizabeth, ftill unwilling to break with Spain, 
ttH^iNith employed Wade to treat with her ; and his re- 
Wary. p^j.^ g^v^ Elizabeth great fatisfaclion. Mary 
promifed to break oflF all her connexions with 
Spain ; to rely entirely upon Elizabeth's friend- 
fliip ; to prevail with her fon to recal the lords 
of the Englifh party in Scotland to his court; 
and to order the bifhop of llofs, and her other 
agents abroad, to difcontinue all their practices 
againft Elizabeth's perfon and government; 
and that Elizabeth fliould have the honour of 
publifhing her aflbciation with her fon in the 
throne. It is impofiible to pronounce with any 
certainty upon a matter fo queftionable as 
Elizabeth's fincerity, particularly with regard 
to Mary ; but when the latter was alked by 
Wade about the particulars of the duke of 
Guife's expedition, fhe refufed to make any 
difcovcries till flie was at liberty. We cannot 
acquit Mary from diffimulation on her part, 

though 
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though it certainly was more defenfible than a. 0.1534. 
that of Elizabeth, becaufe there is no evidence 
of her infincerity while fhe had any hopes that 
the aflurances which had been given her would 
be performed. 

Elizabeth herfelf feems to have been fenfible -^/"^ «- 

vahon pro* 

of this by the frequent renewals of her treaties j«^«*' 
with Mary; but Ihe now made difcoveries 
which gave her great difquiet. One Creigh- 
ton, a Scotch jefuit, was employed by Mary 
as her agent to foUicit the fum of twelve thou- 
fand ducats, which had been promifed her, 
and in which he fucceeded ; for the money was 
paid to a jefuit belonging to the duke of 
Guife. During the courfe of his foUicitatipn 
at Rome, he drew up a plaufible fcheme for in- 
vading England, and raifing a civil war there. 
The fliip which carried him in his return froni 
Rome, happening to fall in with a Dutch pri* 
vateer, he tore his papers, and threw them 
overboard ; but the wind carrying them back 
^o the fliip, they were pieced together and 
brought to Walfingham, and from them he 
eafily difcovcred Creighton's bufinefs. Being 
brought up a prifoner to London, he was 
ilridly e:^amined, but he made no difcovery ; 
and Elizabeth had her reafoQS for difcharging 
]iim after three months imprifonment. 

Elizabeth fecretly blamed the earl of Shrewf- Miiy's let^ 

^ ter to Sir 

bury's indulgence in fuffering Mary to keep up ^^^* J». 
fuch numerous and dangerous correfponden* 

R z ces* 
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A. D. 1584. CCS, She refolved to commit the cuftody of 
Mary to fome other perfon ; and in the mean 
while to diffemble her diffatisfaftiori with the 
earl of Shrewfbury, She took fuch meafures 
however, in the mean while, that a letter from 
Mary to Sir Francis Englefield was intercepted ; 
and I Ihall here give it to the reader, as it ex» 
hibits a more lively picture of Mary's fpirit 
and charafter than any other produftion of 
her pen. 
Strype " ^^ ^^^ treaty between the queen of Eng- 

land and me, I may neither hope, nor look for 
good iffue. Whatfoever flxall become of me, 
by whatfoever change of my ftate and condi- 
tion, let the execution pf the great plot go 
forward, without any refpecl: of peril or danger 
to me. For I will account my life very hap- 
pily beftowed, if I may, with the fame, help 
and relieve fo great a number of the oppreffed 
children of the church. And this I give you 
as my laft and final refolution ; for I doi^bt I 
fliall not have the commodity to write it here- 
after ; to the end you fliall impart the fame 
to whomfoever you think convenient, 

^* And further, I pray you, ufe all poffible 
diligence and endeavour to purfue and promote 
at the pope's and other kings hands, fuch a 
fpeedy execution of their former defignments, 
that the fame may be effectuated fome time this 
next fpring ; which is the longefl time the fame 
can be expeded. And failing then, it cannot 

V9 
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be avoided or prevented, but that we ihall fee a«d.i5S«> 
forthwith an extreme and general overthrow 
of our whole caufe, never again to be repaired^ 
and fet a-foot in our days. 

^ Of the twelve thoufand ducats, long fince 
promifed to myfelf, I have yet received no 
penny ; nor my fon but fix thoufand of ten 
thoufand promifed unto him ; wherewith he is 
not a little grieved and difcontent : and yet as 
well inclined to our defignment as before, and 
in the reft of his doings and proceedings, to 
dired: his courfe as I will advife him. He is 
now difpatching a gentleman of his, called 
Grey, to the court of England ; chiefly to have 
occafion to viflt me ; and by mouth to impart 
unto me his refolution in all our affairs. The 
gentleman is a^ catholic. God grant he may 
be permitted to come to me. Solicit with all 
diligence, that the twelve thoufand ducats for 
xnyfelf be fent with all fpeed. Oct. 9. 1584.'* 

This letter difcovered to Elizabeth her shefaiit 

into new 

danger ; and that her heaping feverities upon «"^*>'- 
Mary would but encreafe it. She therefore 
entered into a new negotiation about her deli* 
verance, which was managed on her part by 
her fccretary Naue, whofe brother, Fontenay, 
rcfided with James in Scotland. While this 
freih negotiation was on foot, Mary renewed 
all her promifes to Elizabeth, and even gave 
her additional ones, offering that the king of 
. Fiance and the houfe of Lorrain fhould be 

guarantees 
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A. 0*1584. guarantees for their performance ; but in the 
mean while flie begged that her confinement 
might be lefs fevere. The treaty was thought • 
to be as good as concluded, when Parry's trea- 
fons were difcovered. He was a Welchman of 
parts and abilities ; a bigotted Roman catholic 
in religion, but volatile, expenfive, ambitious, 
and unprincipled. The particulars of his trca- 
fons are foreign to this hiftory, further than as 
they afFefted Mary. He was convicted chiefly 
upon a letter written to him from Rome by 
cardinal Como, which was interpreted to be a 
proof of the engagement he had entered into 
to afiafiinate Elizabeth. This letter, and the 
other evidences of his guilt, being made pub- 
lic, it is impoffiblc to exprefs the fury and in- 
dignation of the people of England towards 
Perfecution the papifts. The miniftry laid hold of this fpi- 
KApapiiu.' rit to the moft infamous purpofes. Every 
corner was filled with fpies and informers j 
priefls and jefuits were every day talked of; 
and letters were forged in Mary's name to be 
delivered to perfons, that their inclinations 
might be difcovered ; for if they did not im- 
mediately lay them before a magiftrate, they 
were held to be guilty. A libel appeared^ 
which fome thought was fent to the prefs by - 
the emiffaries of the minifters themfelves, ex* 
horting the people to treat Elizabeth as Judith 
did Holofernes ; and one Carter was executed 
for printing it> The ftorm of perfecution at 



t 
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laft broke upon the Roman catholics of a A.D.t584« 
higher order. The earl of Northumberland, 
brother to the rebel earl, was fufpefted; and 
the earl of Arundel, eldeft fon to the late 
duke of Norfolk, was confined. His uncles, 
the lord Henry and William Howard, were 
charged with correfponding with Mary and 
Charles Paget, while the lord Paget and Charles 
Arundel were forced to fly to France, Pam- 
phlets and books were written to juftify the 
application of tortures, or ftarving men to 
death upon fufpicion, and the jails were 
crowded with prifoners. 

When this religious combuftion fubfided, SrcaJ'mo. 
Elizabeth affected great moderation ; and pub* ^^^^^'^ 
licly declared that fhre would fuffer no papift 
to be executed merely on account of his reli- 
gion. A pamphlet (and a poor performance it 
is) was written, and publiihed by lord Bur- 
leigh, entitled, " The Execution of Juftice in 
England," to prove that the fufferings of the 
papifts were not on account of their religion, 
but their treafons. Elizabeth, to clear herfelf 
at foreign courts, threw the blame of all the 
cruelties that had been committed, upon the 
zeal of her people for her fafcty ; ordered that 
the arbitrary praftice of torture fhould be dif- 
continued ; and that feventy priefts, who were 
either under profecution or fentence of death, 
Ihould be fent out of England. One of the 
ends ihe propofed to herfelf by this lenity, was 

to 
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A.D.S5S4. iQ prevail on the court of France to fend Mor- 
gan, Mary's faithful and indefatigable friend, 
a prifoner into England. This was ftrongly 
foUicited by Sir Edward Staflford and the carl 
of Derby, but to no purpofe, though Morgan 
ftill remained confined in the Baftile. I am 
now to fliift the fcene to Scotland, 

scoibnd. Upon the return of Walfingham from that 

country, the earl of Anan, whom Walfing- 
ham never could be perfuaded to fee, declared 
open war with all the Englifh party. He had 
intereft enough to get the aft of council ap- 
proving of the affair at Ruthven, erafed out of 
the regifters, and all the heads of the Englifh 
party to be baniflied by a certain day. Among 
them was the earl of Gowry, who being dif- 
covered to hold a correfpondence with the 
earl of Mar and the mafter of Glamis, who 
had retired to Ireland, was baniflied to France ; 
but he found out pretexts for delaying his 
departure till he was feized by colonel Stuart, 
after a brave refiftance, at Dundee, and brought 
prifoner to Edinburgh. James and his minif- 
ters had before fufpecled that meafures ^ere 
concerting among the heads of the exiled party 
for bringing about, by force, a total revolu- 
tion in the government; but the earl of Gowry's 
difco\[rries confirmed their fufpicions into cer- 
tainty. The earl of Mar (who had privately 
returned from Ireland) and Angus furprized 
the caftle of Stirling ; but not being able to 

hold 
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hold it, they were forced to fly to England, A4D.1584. 
and its govexiiment was given to the earl of 
Arran. 

By the confeflion of Gowry, who had made 3?teeariof 

, ^ ' ' Oowry con- 

it in hopes of pardon, it appeared, that one demncdand 

•r»n» 1 ri /-• executed. 

Erlkine was the great agent of the conipiracy 
with the exiled lords ; and it was thought that 
the earls of Marihal and Bothwell, with the 
lord Lindfay, and fome of the weflern ba« 
rons would join it. The confpirators like* 
wife expected ailiflance from Elizabeth ; and 
that the party would be ftrengthened by the 
acceffion of the Hamiltons through her medi« 
ation. The recovery of the callle of Stirling 
without bloodflied, gave fuch encouragement 
to the earl of Arran, that he refolved to pro- 
ceed capitally againft the earl of Gowry, not- 
withftanding his confeffion. When it was too 
late Gowry faw his error; and being carried to 
Stirling, where James refided,he begged hard for 
a private audience of his majefty, promifing to 
make difcoveries that would prevent his life, 
and that of his mother, from being endangered. 
This favour was denied him ; and his refufing 
to make thofe difcoveries was afterwards made 
an article of his indictment. Upon the fourth 
of May, he was brought to his trial, together 
with Douglas, commonly called the conftable, 
and one Forbes ; and the jury, which was a 
-very refpeftable one, found them all guilty of 
being engaged in the confpiracy ; upon which 
. Vol. VIIL S the 
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A. D. 1584. the earl was beheaded^ and the two othen 
hanged, at Stirling. The earl of Gowry was 
confidered as one of the ableft of the Engliik 
party ; but he feems to have been aduated by 
perfonal refentments at Arran ; for in his laft 
moments he declared that he meant all he did 
to be for the fervice of the public and his 
fovereign. 

James, towards the end of the latt year, 
had fent the mailer of Gray, a man more 
wicked, if poilible, than the earl of Arran 
himfelf, but a more deep diflfembler, to France, 
to bring over to Scotland the fon of the late 
duke of Lenox, who was about thirteen years 

* 

of age. Having carefully difcharged his com* 
million, he grew a fort of a favourite with 
James ; but was, in reality, a fpy for Eliza- 
beth ^nd her minillers. His fine addrefs and 
accomplifiiments both acquired and natural 
fitted him completely for this fcandalous em« 
Murden. ploymeut ; and I perceive from the ftate-papers, 
of Gray •", that hc was the intimate companion and cor- 
tui^bcih. refpondent of Sir Philip Sidney. Being held 
to be a violent papift, and known to have 
great intereft at the court of England, James 
refolved to employ him for his mother's deli- 
verance. The clergy could not fee all thofc 
revoliitions without thinking their religion 
and the preteftant caufe to be in danger. Mel- 
vil was fo free in his fermons upon this head, 
that he was fummoned to appear before the 

council ; 
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council ; but be refused to be tried by a civil a. o. 1584. 
jury for what he faid in the pulpit, and fled to 
Berwick. His flight encreafed the difcontents 
of the clergy ; but the parliament, which met 
on the twenty-fecond of May^ ratified the 
Jung's declaration, which condemned tht at* 
tera{>t at Ruthven, and pafled three ads ; bnie 
4or the king's power over all the eftates and 
fubjects ; another for fecuring the privileges 
and authority of parliaments, while the laft 
diicharged fill the aflemblies and convbhtions 
tuwarranted by the fovereign, 

Tkc clergy rcfcnted the paffing of thofe'fta- Thtdergy 
tutes ib much, that it was found neceflary to {jj^^j*^^ 
out Lmdfay, one of their body, under arrcft, J*""* 
as one who kept intelligence with the Englifli, 
while the moil obnoxious of his brethren, and 
even fome laymen of diftin^lion, took refuge 
in England. In order to quiet the general 
clamour raifed by thofe proceedings, as if 
fames had become a convert to popery, he 
publilhed a declaration, fetting forth the un- 
dutiful pi:oceedings of the clergy, and thdir 
dangerous claims of independency upon the 
crown. To this declaration was annexed a 
plan of future churc^h-government, which 
fixms , to have been a mafterly compofition« 
It tended to reftore the authority of the epif- 
cc^al order in the nation and parliament, and to 
counterbalance the ariftocratical poweris of the 
: nobles^ which threatened to overfet the mo* 

S 2 harchy. 
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A. D. 1584. narchy. The conformity to epifcopacy was 

required by the council ; and all the clergy 

who refufed to fubfcribe to the articles^ which 

re-eftabliflied it, had their ftipends (for they 

could not properly be faid to have had livings) 

fequeltered. James finding the public difcoa- 

tents encreafe, gratified the natural itch he 

had, and which never forfook him, of ihining 

in theological difputations ; and as we have no 

reafon to think his opponents, now that the 

chief of them were fled, were much better 

ikillod than himfelf in thofe matters, it is QOt 

furprizing that they fufFered themfelves to be 

convinced by his arguments, and figned the 

articles by which they fubmitted to biihops, as 

far as they agreed with the word of God, 

Epifcopicy The reftoration of the epifcopal authority 

scodTndl was the more eafily effefted, as the heads of 

^ Anw7 ^^ proteflant nobility in Scotland were now 

under a cruel profcription through Arran's 

violence. Add to this, that many of the lords 

who compofed the council were fecretly pa* 

pifts; and the officers of ftate were temporal 

lords only while they held their pods, and 

were therefore the firm friends of the.prero* 

gative. Arran feems to have been fenfible of 

this circumftance, and he loft no time in im* 

proving it. The flates refumed their feffion on 

the twentieth of Auguft ; and forfekcd the 

carls of Mar and Angus, the matter of Gla- 

ini5, and the counteffes of Mar and Cowry, 

for 
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for being concerned in the late furprizc of a.d.i5E4- 
Stirling. They likewife cenfured the Hiftory 
of Scotland by Buchanan, who was lately 
dead ; but we know not upon what grounds, 
whether for the refifting principles and fa^s it 
favours, in which he did no more than follow 
Boece, or for the unjuft calumnies he pub- 
lifhed againft the king's mother. This pjrO' 
ceeding is fufficient to Ihew the governing 
maxims of the Scotch court at this time ; aiid 
had James been ferved by an able minifier, he 
might have made great advantages of his iitu* 
ation ; but Arran was a ftranger to modera- 
tion ; for he either profecuted or put to death 
all who were proved to hold correfpondencc 
with the exiled lords or clergy. He even em- 
ployed the moft infamous means for convift- 
ing thofe whom he either feared or fufpededj 
among others were the barons of Mains and 
Drumquhaifel, who were accufed of a plot to 
carry off the king, and to detain him till he 
ihould recall the exiled lords. As Mains was 
renowned for his honour, courage, and inte- 
grity, and Drumquhaifel, as we have already 
feen, had given many fpecimens of his abilities 
both in the cabinet and the field, the man-, 
ncr in which they were profecuted on the evi- 
dence of a pretended accomplice, and their 
fates, excited great indignation in the public ; 
for they were hanged the very day on which 
they were condemned, M^ins made an admi- 
rable 
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A.D.I584. rable defence, and cleared himfelf of all fuf- 
piclon ; but the jury knew toa well how chm- 
gcroiis it would be for them to acquit him. 
M'ch^^^ Arram, Upon the death of Argyle, whkh 
ceiior. happened about this time, was made chancel- 
lor of Scotland; and not contented with .T)C- 
ing in poffeffion of the caftles of Edinburgh 
and Stirling, he procured himfelf to be chofen 
provoft of the capital ; and James dediared 
him his lieutenant all over the kingdom. Onfe 
of the firft promotions he made after being ap- 
pointed chancellor, was to raife Sir John Mait« 
land, brother, though fome fay fon, to th€ fe- 
mous Maitland, to the poft of fccrctary of 
itate. This gentleman was a finccre friend 
both to Mary and her fon, for which he }aA 
buffered; for his place of lord privy-foU Wat 
given to Buchanan the hiftorian, and he was 
afterwards imprifoned in the caftle of Tatital- 
Ion ; but he came into favour with James af- 
ter the death of Morton. He afterwards 
proved a faithful ufeful minifter to his mafter 
in the higheft Rations ; and was the Only fa- 
vourite perhaps that ever James had, who was, 
at once, an honeft man, and a zealous ferrant 
of the crown. Being a perfon of great pene- 
tration, and invioIaUy attached to James, he 
foon became fenfible of Artan's pernidetos 
influence ; and joined with Sir Lewis Baife^- 
den, juftice-clerk, and a man of fjririt, in efc^ 
deavouring to open their fovereign's eyes. Hie 

m^fter 
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tnafter of Gray, with very different views, A.D.158^ 
was of the fame party ; but fought the ruin 
of Arran }>y flattering his pride and ^vanity. 
He put him in mind that, as he was in fuu jpof- is^s* 
feflion of power in Scotland, nothing' was 
wlnting to render it permanent but the friend* 
ihip of Elizabeth, which might be eai^yi^b* 
tatned by cultivating an acquaintance ^ith her 
coufin lord Hunfdon, governor of Berwick. 
Fulden, a village on the borders, was ap« Hi«»nter- 
pointed for the place of interview; and upon lordHttnt. 
the promife of Arran to enter into all Eliza- 
beth's views it was agpreed, that the ntiafter of 
Gray ihould be fent with recommendations by 
lord Hunfdon to Elizabeth, to prevail pppn 
her to order the exiled lords into the inland 
parts of England, fo as to take from them the 
means of correfponding with their friends^ ^in 
Scotland. During this negotiation, Arran be-* 
gan to have fome fufpicion that Gray might 
worm him out of his matter's favour : and he 

■ * * 

therefore the more willingly agreed t6 the em- 
bafly, but with a ftrid charge that he fhbiild 
employ his utmoft credit with Elizabeth in fa- 
vour of Arran. 

This was a critical junfture for the unfortu- Letter from 
«ate Mary. Gray, during his refidence in ^"i^«r. 
France, where he lived with unbounded pro- 
fiifion, had renounced the proteftant religion 
to make himfclf the more agreeable to the 
duke of Guife, who recommended him to 

Mary; 
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A.D.i5g5» ]\ijijy . and fke confictered him as the bcft and 
mofl; powerful friend (he had about her fon's 
perfon. At this time, the treaty of aifociation 
was adually fettled between Mary and her fon, 
who wrote her a moft afFeftionate letter in 
Freuch on the fubjecl. He thanked her for 
Mnrden^s fending Fontenay to his court. ^' I cannot 
F«"» ?•*' (f^id ^^) cxprefs the vaft comfort I have fc- 
*^^ ceived by hearing from him of yotir circum- 

fiances, and particularly the incomprehenfible 
maternal affection which you are pleafed to 
continue towards me, and which will oblige 
me more than ever to accompliih your com- 
mands by every duty of humility and obe- 
dience." " Fontenay (continues he) has ac- 
quainted me with but few particulars of your 
intentions, efpecially with regard to our per- 
fe^l union and afTociatibn, which I (hall not 
fail to ratify upon the return of lord Seton, 
who Fontenay tells me has obtained from the 
archbiihop of Glafgow the letters- paten ts, and 
articles relating to it, to enable him to carry 
on the other bufinefs and negotiations with 
which I have charged him. Mean while, I 
iliall do all that is poflible in my power to pre-^ 
pare the minds of our common fubjeds to ra- 
tify and approve the conclufion of our faid ai- 
fociation. Without any recommendation on 
your part, the fympathy and conformity of our 
difpofitions, and the refentment I have of the 
injuries and treafons cammited againfi you by 

lord 
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lord I^indfay, h^^Tdetermiocd me toipunifh bim a^d. i^9$. 
fi£nallyy;as I hope to do: faia afibdbueiBry not 
one of which fliall efcape that I can lay hold 

of; ■■ ; i ■ • ■••'"■' 

^ When Fontenay fhall inform me of thtf 
other particulars of his negotiation, efpeci^ly 
the fecret inftructions which your majcfly de-^ 
fires I (hall communicate to no other perfoHt/ 
I fhall not fail to give you, in brief, my opi- 
nion upon the whole, and to follow fuch di« 
reftions as you fhall pleafe to prefcribe/ As 
to your deliverance, in confequence of the re«* 
folution I had long ago formed, your majeily 
may afiure yourfelf that I fhall foon fend fome 
of my fervants with Fontenay to receive your 
holy benediction, and to inform you of my 
intentions, as well as to require from the 
queen of England your deliverance, which I 
wiih above all worldly happineis. Upon the 
whole, I promife to your majefly that yoU 
ih^m find in me all the fatisfadion that a good 
mother can hope from a mofl humble and obe^x 
dient fon, for fuch I &all continue during the 
whole courfe of my life. With fuch fentiments 
I moft humUy kifs your hands, praying God, 
the creator, madam, to grant to your majefly a 
long and happy life with perfeft health." Djted FaJk- 

I have been the more full in my extraft from i*^' ^f^ 
this letter, which never before appeared in 
EhgUfli, in |uflice to the filial affedion of 
James \ .and to. prove what has been denied 
. Voi.,Vm. T both 
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A. D. 1585. Ijq^Jj \yy prefbyterians and Roman catholics^ 
that he never was fincere in the projeft of af- 
fociation. I am now to unfold the reafons 
why it never took cflfecl. 
^tiatfo^in Gray's profeft errand to Elizabeth's conrt 
England, was to Confirm the agreement between Arran 
and the lord Hunfdon with regard to the 
exiled noblemen of Scotland. The fpirit and 
firmnefs of James had conquered all domeftic 
oppolition even from the pulpit ; for all the 
preachers who had thwarted his meafures^ were 
now either filent, imprifoned, or exiled ; fo 
that he had nothing now to dread but from 
his fugitive fubjefts. Walfingham, who con- 
tinued to be a determined enemy to Arrani 
had fen t an order, in virtue of his office of 
fecretary of ftate, commanding lord Hunfdon 
to give the Scotch exiles flielter in Holy Ifland. 
Hunfdon was not in Elizabeth's fecret; and 
being a fenfible, though blunt, man, refufed 
tQ take orders from a fecretary, but was ac laft 
obliged to comply. From the ftate-papers of 
England I perceive, that Davifon, who ftill re- 
mained in Scotland, had privately bribed Gray 
into Elizabeth's interefts; and that in the in- 
te?;view between Arran and the lord Huafdon, 
the former had promifed to keep James un- 
married for three years, that he might efpoufe 
an Englifli lady who would be then grown upt 
and whom Elizabeth had in her eye for his 
wife. Elizabeth thought this a point of fo 

much 
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much confequcnce, that Ihe gave Gray a moft a, d. 15S5/ 
gracious reception at her court ; and^ agreed 
that the exiled noblemen and gentlemen of 
Scotland fliould refide at Norwich ; and that 
if any treafonable praftices ihould be proved 
upon them, they Ihould be obliged to leave 
England. Arran looked upon this conceflion 
as an earneft of Elizabeth's friendfliip ; and 
James wasfo well fatisfied with Gray's manage- 
ment, that he obtained the entire confidence 
of the queen his mother. He made ufe of 
this to betray her moft inmoft fecrets to Eliza- 
beth, who made fuch difcoveries, that flie 
thought proper to remove her from the cuf- 
tody of the earl of Shrewfbury to that of Sir 

Mary re* 

Amias Paulet, who carried her to the caftle moved to 
of Tutbury, Paulet was looked upon as a ofVauieJ 
man of honour, but a puritan ; and he was 
recommended to his new charge by his friend 
Walfingham. Being much afflicted with the 
gout, he begged of lord Burleigh that one 
Colics Ihould be appointed to affift him in the 
cuftody of Mary ; but even this requeft gave 
fufpicipn to Elizabeth ; and fiie gave him for 
his affiftant Sir Drue Drury, a Ihrewd watch- 
ful puritan. 

. The earl of Leicefter afFeded fo much zeal l^'^^l'^^ 
for Elizabeth's fafety, that he drew up an af- Ji^ p»'- 

' * . . liament a- 

fociation for her prefervation, which, after R"«ft 
being figned by great numbers of the nobility 
gad princip;il gentry, paffed into an aft of par- 
.. . Ta liament. 



i 
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A.p.ifis* liam€nt, under the title of « An adl dcViCcd 
for the fafety of her majefty's moft royal per- 
fon, and the prefervation of the realm in 
peace." Amongft other things, it was provided 
by this aft, " That twenty-four, or more, of 
the privy-council and houfe of lords, to be 
deputed by the queen's commiflion, fliould 
Uiake inquiiition after all fuch as fliould in* 
vade the kingdomi raife rebellion, or attempt 
to hurt or deftroy the queen's perfon, for or 
by whomfoever employed, that might lay 
claim to the crown of England. And that ho 
for whom, or by whom, they fhould attempt 
the fame, (hould be utterly uncapable of the 
crown of England, deprived wholly of all 
right and title to it, and profecuted to death 
by aJl faithful fubjecls, if he fhould be judged 
by thofe four and twenty men to be guilty 
of fuch invafion, rebellion, or treafonable at* 
tempt, and by public proclamation fo dcr 
clared.'' 
Seterc The reader will cafily conceive that this z& 

^nhc2^- was entir^ely levelled againft Mary ; and it 
P'^'- was followed by another of a very rigorous 

nature againft papifis. It was, with great rea- 
fon, confidered by her and her friends both at 
h^me and r broad, as a Dreamble to the fentence 
o her deiuh. Sir^^ancis Englcfield fcnt her 
lecterto hnn, which . have given the reader, to 
the pope and the king of Sp.iin, telling them, 
at the fame time, " how much they were mif* 

taken 
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teken in having fo long delayed the entcrprize ^^^ "i*^ 
in her favour ; and that not a moment was now 
to be loft, fince ic :wa« plain that the* queen 
and council of England^ by putttsg her ii^ the 
hands of bafe and obfcure heretic^ (for' thofe 
are the words of his letter) were rcfolved to 
takeaway her life." It was after the rife o£ 
this parliament, that Leicefter was fent >by 
Elizabeth. as her commander in chiefs tadVttn^ 
tenant in the Low Countries^ with very ex- 
traordinary powers, to the great difpleafore of 
Burleigh, who defired to be difmifled from 
£U?:abeth's fervice. About the fame time the 
earl of Arundel was ihut up in the Tower, 
for attempting to go abroad without Eliza^ 
beth's permiffion, as was the earl of Northum- 
berland, who was fined five thoufand marks 
for the concern he had taken in procuring the 
liberty of the queen of Scots. Elisabeth, in- 
deed, remitted this fine on account of his 
former ferviccs ; but he was continued in the 
Tower oa an evidence, extorted by the- fear of 
the rack, (which was dill permitted in extraordi- 
nary tafes) that he was privy to ThrogmOr- 
ton's treafons, and the lord Pag^t^s efcape out 
of England. This treatment had fuch an ef- 
feft on the unhappy nobleman, that he ihot 
himfelf in the Tower with a piftol, according 
to the coroner's inqueft ; but the papifts gave 
out that he was murdered. 



Th« 
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The corrupt proftitution of jufticc by the' 
chancellor-earl of Arran ; the avowed venality 
of his wife in the fentences he paffed, and in 
the difpofal of places and honours, raifed fo 
general an indignation, that James began, at 
laft, to perceive how much he had been abufed ; 
but he was afraid that he had already made 
Arran too great to be controlled. He had par- 
doned and reflored to his eftate the lord Claud 
Hamilton, one of his mother's beft friends; 
but he was, by Arran's intereft, again baniflied 
the kingdom. Gray ftill refided with Eliza* 
bcth; and amufed Arran with the great fer* 
vices he had doae him at the Englifli court. 
Arran, however, by a fecret agent, difcovered 
that Gray was his enemy, and had been en- 
tirely gained over by Elizabeth to favour the 
recall of the exiled lords. Upon Gray*s re- 
turn to Scotland, in a fecret audience he had 
of James, unknown to Arran, he offered him, 
in Elizabeth's name, a penfion of four thou- 
fand pounds fterling a year, if he would be 
guided by Elizabeth, and recall the lords. It 
has been obferved, that after this offer James 
relaxed in the affection he had till then ez- 
preffed for his mother, and dropt all corre- 
fpondence with her friends abroad ; but he in- 
filled upon his penfion being made five thou* 
f^nd pounds. Elizabeth, who had carefully 
informed herfelf of . his difpofition, refolvodl^ 
in her turn, to give him a favourite that fliould 

counter^ 
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couflterbalance Arran's power. With this view, a. d. 1585; 
flie ordered Sir Edward Wotton, a gentleman 
well qualified for fudi an employment, to re- 
pair to Scotland. He was introduced by Gray ^^^^j ^f 
to James in the light of an accompliflied cour- wouo*^* 
tier, and an excellent fportfman ; and he foon scoUmd. 
becanxe the kirfg's confiant companion in all 
diverfions of the field. One chief end of his 
commiilion was to break off a negotiation that 
was on foot for the marriage of James to the 
princefs of Denmark, who was nearly rdat^d 
to the family of Guife. Elizabeth had been 
made acquainted with this treaty by Sir Thomas' 
Bodley, her embaffador to the northern courts ; 
and Wotton, as well as Gray, was inftrudled 
to do all they could to defeat the end of a 
fplendid embaffy, which was daily expeded 
from Denmark. Wotton fucceeded fo far, that 
the embaffadors, who were two noblemen and 
a civilian, and were attended by fix fcbre per* 
fons, twelve of whom wore gold chains, were 
but indifferently received, and obliged to re- 
pair to Dumfermling, before they could ob- 
tain an audience. This treatment difgufted 
them fo much, that they only opened, in pub- 
lic, that part of their commifiion relating to 
the redemption of Orkney and Shetland, 
which they alledged their mafter had not fold, 
but mortgaged for a fum of money. James 
gave them an evafive anfwer ; but Melvil made 
him fenfible of Wotton's views, and that he 

was 
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jk. IX 1585. was BO better than 2 fpy for EUzabetb.: Upoo 
farther enqiiiry^ it was fouad that '^Wottcm 
had gfiofly traduced James to the emifiafikddrs;; 
and them to James ;. and that he had promiifini 
to lend them money to facilitate ^ their. depart 
ture out of Scotland, without taking leave of 
the king.. The carl of Arran behaved pretty 
much in the fame manner ; and joined in the 
hourly infults that were offered to the tmbsS^ 
fadorso James being thus difabufed, ordered 
that they ihould be nobly entertained; and 
notwithftanding the oppofition mskde by Af^ 
ran, they left Scotland perfedly well fatisfied. 
Arnn% Tamcs was at this time befet with minifters 

credit at '' 

court de- corrupted by Elizabcth*s gold. Ballenden, the 

dines* 

juftice-clerk, as well as Gray, was her pen- 
fioner. . Thus, while Arran thought he had 
two trufty fubftitutes to depend upon^ they 
were taken into the pay of his capital enemy. 
He found his credit with James daily declining j 
aud that he had no chance for fafety but by 
plunging the nation in a war with England. 
The bait of a penfion rendered James paifive 
even in the cafe of his mother, whofe danger 
was daily encreaiing ; and, at laft, he refolded, 
if poffible, to avoid a war with England, aiid 
yet fevc his mother by entering with Elizabeth 
into a league ofFenfive and defcnfive upon • her 
own terms. Arran forefeeing this, did all he 
could to encourage hoftilities upon the borders^ 
where an open war was, in a manner, carried 

. on 
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on between the Maxwells and the JohnftoUSi a^d^is^. 
James, to conciliate matters, if poifible. Turn* 
moned a parliament at St Andrew's, where he 
made a formal fpeech, fettiqg forth the danger 
of the protefiont religion upon the continent^ 
and the neceffity of fuch a league with Eliza^ 
beth. This fpeech was approved of ; a fabfidy 
was granted him ; and he received full powers 
to conclude a firmer offenfive and defenfive 
league than had ever yet fubfified between the 
two kingdoms. This aft was fubfcribed by the 
two archbifhops, and a number of lay eccle* 
fiaftics, (for fo the commendators may be 
called) as well as by the earls of Arran, March, 
Athol, Montrofe, Marihall, and Rothes ^ the 
lords Oliphant, Thirieftane, Gray, St. Clare, 
Down, and Fleming, for the. nobility"; and by 
the commiffioners of burghs, the officers of 
fiate, and the mafter of Gray. The archbi- 
Ifiop of St. Andrew's, fome time b^ore this, 
had executed a fecret commiffion with . Eliza- 
beth in Engird, to clear James from all fuipi- 
Qion of favouring popery^: with which ihe 
fecined to ' be Satisfied. 

.Though the credit of Arran was thus weakr ^^^^^^ 
ened with ^ his mafter; though he had arbi- >»«•• 
tr^LTily committed the earl of Ataol, the lord 
liame,^ and mafter of Cai2ils, to priibn, and 
had, in every refpecl, behaved as the tyrant of 
his country, yet he ftill found mean* to keep 
hi» footing at courU He procured a promifii: 

Vol. VIII. U of 
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of the rich abbey of Dumfermling from tic 
mafter of Gray, who pretended, on th^t ac- 
count, to favour him ; but, in reality, wa^ 
continuing his intrigues with Wotton and Bal- 
lenden for reftoring the baniihed lords, who 
had ilow returned to the borders, and had a 
proiitiife of being joined by the Jord Maxwell. 
About the twenty-feventh of June, MaryS 
friend, Farnihurft, one of the Scotch wardens of 
the borders, was encouraged by the earl of Arraa 
to attack the Englifh upon fome friyolotis pre- 
text ; and the lord Ruflfel, heir apparent to the 
earl of Bedford, was killed in the fray. Ac- 
cording to fome writers, Wotton had laid hfe 
fcheme fo deep, that he found means to baulk 
an expedition, which James had propofed to 
take in perfon, for reftoring the peace of the 
borders ; and he had formed a project for fciz- 
ing the perfon of James at Stirling, and fend- 
ing him into England by the exiled lords, who 
were immediately to be reftored. 

Whatever may be in this, it is certain that 
Elizabeth ordered Wotton to demand fatisfac* 
tion for the death of the lord Kuflel and her 
other fubjcfts ; and James ordered Arran to be 
confined to his own houfe, as Farnihurft was' 
to prifon ; but in the mean while he received 
fuch intelligence, as to the defigns of the Eng- 
lifh embaffadbr, and the exiled lords, who 
^were now advancing with great rapidity, and 
a confiderable force, that he prepaied to re- 
move 
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move from Stirling to Kincardin, UpOn this a.d. 1585* 
fuddea ilepi Wotton, imagining the ^orft^ ;dc- 
parted fu)i.^ecd to Berwick; but gave, out 
that he was ordered hj his mifirefi ib to. do^ 
becaufe Farnihurft had not been delivered up. . 

The lords had rendezvoufed at Linton in l^^.^^llk 
TuR^eedate, and there fornaed themfelvea ipto ^o^^^'^fo 
an aflbciatioin,; by which they promifed to iland 
by one another till the king fliould receive 
thetn . into favour, and deliver Arran up to 
public juftice. They then emitted a ptoclam^- 
tioii) in which they declared that their inten- ^ 
tiqa was to defend the truths to deliver the 
king fronoL evil counfellors, and to preferve 
peace with England. In this proclamatipUt 
Arrau was placed not only in an odious but a 
ridiculous Jight, for having fome times hinted 
that Jhe had a claim to the crown, by his be- 
ing defcended from the regent Murdoch duke 
of Albany, The exiled lords were now about 
ten thoufand ftrong ; and among them was the 
heads ixf the^houfe of Hamiltom who re- 
xta9inct)^#iH ,in exile^ but -ivho, by Elizabeth's 
a4vicct.jun^*d in the common caufc. . The 
kMrds,<bei$g advanced as far as Falkirk, the 
tsoDps* .-whicjb James had drawa about him were 
iooa . difperAd or difmiiTed^ as unfafe to be 
tra^eidjidnd An'an, who had been recalled to 
€omi% l^oneither time nor opportunity to 
p9t StipUftgc^rfHe^ wherA Janies ftiU refided, in ^ 
a pofturc jrf: 4tfcoc0>i fp:^ih»% i« was bciicged 
., U2 by 
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A, D. 1585. by thelorc^s, who, after fomc faint oppofition 
]^^ c^Wnel Stpstf t, became mafkeFS of the town ; 
bytin ^be m^n while» Arran privately fled 
jtpwar^B the yg^cR^^of Scotland. 

Jlkc Vf-*^ '-' ^^ ^^ Cjwrage of James been more firm 
feflionof, ^bao^kxwas. itAvouM have been vainr-for him 

and are par- 

donedby to-^Mive copp^fed tfae difpofitions made by the 
returpod lords. To his furprise, he found 
tbsH^ itpt only Gray and Ballenden^ but fecre* 
tary Maitland, were advocates for their being 
admitted to his prefence, to which James at 
IsUi; confented. Maitland and Ballenden were 
ordered to hear their demands ; and the former 
p^ them in mind of their duty, and that Jt 
wa^-mbte proper for them to appear as ped-* 
tianen^ than rebels. Their anfwcr was duti- 
ful and fubndiiHve ; and it mollified James fo 
much, that he publicly declared he had always 
diiliked Arran's violence ; and that he was 
willing to pardon all that was paft, provided 
proper meafures were taken for preventing the 
animofities fubfifting between the families of 
Crawford and Glamis, and thofe of Angus and 
Montrofe. This moderation of James drew a 
fuitable reply from the . lords ; and Stuart be* 
ing removed from his pofl of colonel of the 
guards, they were admitted to the royal pre- 
fence. The lord Hamilton, in virtue of his 
high blood, was their fpeaker ; and all of them 
^ falling upon their knees, he faid they were 
come in mofi humble manner to beg mercy, 

and 
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and to be received intO''bis majefty's favour, a, d, 151$. 
The lor* Ifamfltott was^theifirft ttf t&s the 
king's fastttd ; and Jam^sJ ■ kdnoured hiiii *t)y^c- 
knowledging, t^tfaeaHtl hb'fatiiily>hfird^ met 
with mail ungrateftii returns (for the' l^^ices 
they had performed to liioU^lF^and : hir nioCh«n 
He gently reproved others* ^fbr their tpaft-tieha- 
viour, but feverely checked his kinfhliiDV'^^^ 
earl of Bothwell^ for his turbuieht - ^difpofi- 
tion. ■ "■. ' ' •♦ ■ ' ' • ■ ' • .'i^rv^. - - 

The pardon of the lords being confiiit»dd/i9tind Ait€Taik» 
all imaginable care being taken for ptefervibg 
the public tranquility; the mifter of Olatadi^ fuc- 
ceeded Stuart as coloner of the king?&' i^atd. 
The cuftody of Stirling caftle was reftored to 
theieaxi^of (Mar, and that of Edinburgh com- 
mitters to ' Sir James Hume, of Coldinknows* 
The leaid^ of Rothes^ Glencairn, and Errol, hav- 
ing been;r.very aftive againft the exiled lords, 
werQ Qdfdeved into confinemtnt* Arra^ii was 
iLTij)^ of' ius ill-got. title, and a parliament ^ as 
fuaujioned to meet iir Dec^ber at Linlith* 

We have few inftancei^ itt hiftory of a revo- Apaiiu- 

. , , nient, an 

hition like this attended with fo little violence, which 
This was m- a great meafure owmg to the dif- fertshisn- 
fcrent interefts which the fuccefsful party had ^ °"^^* 
ia view ; for the principle of their union was 
the removal and puniihment of Arran ;. nor do 
^hey fcem to have regarded Elizabeth's intereft^ 
^^her ih^Q ^^ it enabled^ them tP ^rfsturn ter 

their 
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Ai P. 1585. their own country. James was fenfiblo of all 
this, and he found his authority rather firength- 
ened than impaired at the meeting of the par« 
liaoieat, though a very trying occafion pre* 
fented itfelf. The preachers^ who had fled to 
£nglal>d when the king had freed himielf at St. 
Andrew^s, had been very ferviceable to the 
lordsy who had encouraged them to hope that 
they would obtain a repeal of the a&s eftabliih* 
ing . epifcopacy, and thofe which had paffed 
againft their church difcipline. This was ac- 
cordingly attempted; but James declared againfl 
any alteration of that kind, and an acl paffed 
that none ihould either publicly declare, or 
privately fpcak, or write, in reproach of his 
majefty's perfon, eftate, or government. The 
clergy pretended that they had been betrayed 
by the lords of their own party, and Watfon, 
a young clergyman at Edinburgh, was fent pri- 
foner to the caille of Blacknefs, for his freedom 
from the pulpit on that head. One Gibfon, an- 
other minifter, went ftill greater lengths j for 
he faid, that Arran, with his lady Jezebel, and 
William Stuart (meaning the colonel) were 
taken to be the perfecutors of the church, but 
that now it was feen to be the king himielf ; 
agakift whom he denounced the curfe that fell 
on Jeroboam, that he ihould die childlefs, and 
be the lall of his race. When Gibfon was cx-^ . 
amincd before the council, infte.id of reCraAingy. 
he. boldly repeated and juilined all.berba^ ^Ay 

upon 
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upon which, he was likewife committed to pri* a. ix 1585^ 
fon ; but Wtktfon, upon proolife of atnendment^ 
was fet at liberty. The proceedings a^ainft 
thofe two delinquents did not daunt the clergy; 
Melvil and his brother James entered upon a 
furious profccution, before the • fynod 'of' Sti 
Andrew's, againft the archbiftiop,' for hivingi 
been inftrutfiental in rcftoring epifcopaiey, and 
penning the king's declarations on that htad# 
The archbiffiop appealed to the king and f)a*J 
liament, and the more moderate part of tlw^ fy* 
nod were for ftdpping all proceedings ; but thfc' 
majority voted that he flionld be excomiftuni- 
cated. The archbilhop made a vigorous de* **"*^*«^ 

* o way la cc- 

fence; and Jlmes, finding that the clergy wete* f>cfiaftK»i 
obfiinate, in a manner abandoned the arcb- 
bifliop, who was obliged to deny, «* That ever Sp«tfwoo4. 
hepuUicly profefled, or itieaned to claim, any 
fupremacy, or to be judge over other paih>FS 
and minifters, or yet avowed the fame to have 
a ground in -God's word ; and if fo he had done, 
it had been an error againft his confcience and 
knowledge. That he ihould alfo deny^ that in 
the laft fynodal affembly he did claim to be - 
judge o^ the fame ; and if he had done it, that 
he- erred therein, and in his imperious befaaii* 
viouf, and contempt of the faid fynod : that^ 
thirdly, he (hould promife to behave himfelf 
better in time coming, and crave pardon for 
any ^over-fight by him committed^ claiming no 

farther th^ juftly he might by God's w^rd ^ 

- • « ^^•- and 
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A.D»i5g5. and in all other things^ carry himfelf as a mo* 
derate paftor ought, labouring to be the bifhop 
defcribed by St. Paul, fubmitting his life and 
do^lrine to the judgment and cenfure of the 
general aflei^bly, without any redamation, 
provocation, or appellation from the fame in 
any time coming.'^ 
On the aflembly's part, it vtm required, that 
^^* they " ihould hold thc^ faid ^rocefs and fen- 
tence as undeduced, and not pronounced, and 
reftore the biihop, in fo far as concerned the 
faid procefs and fentence, to the eftate wherein 
he was before the pronouncing of the fame ; 
efpecially becaufe the faid procefs was had and 
deduced during the time of the conference, 
whereupon his majefty had conceived offence : 
with this provifo, always that the biihop fho^ld 
obferve what he promifed in the premifes, and 
carry himfelf dutifully in his vocation in all 
time thereafter/' 
Archbifhop Archbifliop Spotfwood (who, like his father, 
•anjsfture. the fupcrintendant of Angus, loved the doc- 
trine of the church of Scotland, but difliked 
its government by a parity of prefbyters) is in- 
clined to think that James, by agreeing to thefe 
conceffions, which were fo derogatory to the 
epifcopal order, fought only to temporize till 
he could find a proper opportunity to alfert his 
own authority : but even this compliance did 
not fatisfy the Melvils, who infilled that the 
bifhop Ihould ftand excommunicated, till.hft^^ 

fhould 
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fliould give public and evident proofs of his a.d.isSs. 
repentance. Tfie more compKances James niade, 
the higher did his clergy fif^ in thtir deniands. 
Secretary Maitland, who h^d a^ted as chancel- 
lor fince Arran's flight, advifed JaitieS tolet Ws 
clergy follow their own cotirfes, becaiifc they 
would foon become fo obnoxious to the public^ 
that they would be driven out of the country. 
James difliked this advice on pretence of his 
care for the church ; but, in reality, that he 
might have frequent opportunities to difplay 
his theological learning by endeavouring to 
convert them. 

Notwithftandfng all the appearances of inde-: ^"^^^^^ 
pendency which James affected at this time, he Do«»i*»* 
was more than ever a dependant upon Eliza- 
beth. His affection for his mother was every 
day cooling ; and he was fo much in the hands 
of the Englifli party, that the infamous Archi- 
bald Douglas, though his criQie was notorious^ 
was not only legally acquitted of being con- 
cerned in Darnley's murder, but appointed refi- 
dent from James at the Englifli court, to in- 
tercede with Elizabeth for his mother's deliver- 
ance, though he was well known to be her ca- 
pital enemy. This fhameful conduA could 
only be diftated by the golden bait which Eli- 
zabeth was every day difplaying to James ; and 
I perceive that Douglas was at great pains to 
clear his conduA to Mary from all imputations 

Vol. Vm. X caft 
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A, 0.1585. caft upon him. That princefs was then Ihut up 

« 

from all intelligence but what her enemies 
pleafed to allow her, and they winked at her 
correfpondence with Douglas, by which they 
perfeftly gained their ends ; for though Mary 
again and again refufed to intercede for him, if 
he was concerned in her hufband's murder, yet 
his artful letters in his own vindication, pre- 
vailed upon her to recommend him to her foil. 
Thus the unhappy Mary was rendered an in- 
ftrument of her own deftruftion. 
The carl of j^i\ the couduft of Tamcs was of a like ten- 

Arran pur- 

fued, buthe dency, and enabled Elizabeth to ftrike oflF Ma-' 

clcapct* 

ry's head with the greater fafety. Randolph 
was once more the Englifh minifter in Scot- 
land, and he; propofed that James fliould put 
the finifhing hand to the offenfive and defenfivc 
league between the two kingdoms, and which 
would have been concluded, had it not been for 
lord RuffePs death. He was likewife inftrufted 
to infift upon Farnihurft being delivered up to 
Elizabeth, and to fettle the terms of the pen- 
fion to be granted to Elizabeth under the title 
of a benevolence. Elizabeth offered likewife to 
give a private letter to James, affuring him, that 
flie would do nothing in prejudice of his fuc-. 
ceffion to the crown of England. While thofe 
tranfaftions were depending, it was difcovercd 
by James, that Arran had robbed him of jewels 
to the value of two hundred thoufand crowns. 

James 




y 
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James ordered the earl of Huntley to go in pur- a. 0.1585. 
fuit of Arran, and recover the jewels. Hunt- *^fy^«- 
ley narrowly mifled furprizing Arran in Farly 
road, but he efcaped to fea in a fmall pinnace ; 
and I perceive that Arran, being returned to the 
road, fent the chief jewel to James. 

While Jsunes was thus in the hands of the Alterations 
Englifh minifter and fadion, his country was 
harrafled by civil broils. The earl of Egling- 
ton was bafely murdered by the Cunninghams, 
in a journey of pleafure he had undertaken ; 
-and the peace of the Weflern Iflands was dif- 
turbed by two gentlemen of the names of 
-Mackonneil and Maclean. The Scotch border- 
ers were in arms againft one another; and 
James was advifed to renew the ancient po- 
licy of obliging their fuperiors to give bail for 
the good behaviour of their vaflals and te- 
nants. Upon the meeting of the parliament, ^ g^^ 
every thing went according to the diredions of 
the Englifh party. The earl of Go wry ^s lady 
and children were reinftated in their honours 
and eftates. The earls of Montrofe and Craw- 
ford were continued in clofe prifon ; the go- 
vernment of Dumbarton caftle was given to 
lord Hamilton, as the high treafurerfhip was 
to the mafter of Glamis ; and all other promo- 
tions and honours went in the fame channel, 
James, who difliked public commotions of 
every kind, did all he could, by meetings, 

X 2 ban«> 
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A. D. 1586. banquets, and parties of pleafure, to reconcile 
his great noblemen among themfelves ; but 
feems, at this time, to have given up all con- 
cern for his unfortunate mother. 

In this manner pafled the fpring of the year 
1586. Elizabeth had fupplied him with pre- 
fents and horfes for his diverfion, and perhaps 
fome money ; but refufed to advance him his 
penfion until the definitive treaty between them 
was figned. Mary had dill friends about his 
perfon, who endeavoured to revive his filial af- 
feftions. They remonftrated to him the dan- 
gerous ftate of Elizabeth's government at 
home ; and that by his exerting a proper fpi- 
rit he might command his own terms, and de- 
liver his mother. The French court would 
willingly have broken off the treaty between 
James and Elizabeth, with whom they were 
then upon a very indifferent footing ; and fent 
over an embaffador, Defneval, and an agent, 
one Gourcelles, to traverfe the negotiation. 
They could not, however, prevail ; and in the 
beginning of June, James appointed Francis 
earl of Bothwell, great admiral of Scotland, 
Robert lord Boyd, and Sir John Hume of 
Coldinknows, to be his plenipotentiaries to 
treat with thofe of Elizabeth, who were the 
carl of Rutland, the lord Evers, and Mr. Ran- 
dolph. They met at Berwick on the fifth of 
July, when the league offenfive and defenfive 

was 




OF SCOTLAND. «57 

was concluded, in the terms which the reader a^d.ijH. 
will find in the notes ^. James by ratifying 

■ 

• " Firft, That both their majefties finding by the courfe of 
the prefent proceedings in foreign parts, that divers princes, 
terming themfelvcs catholics, and acknowledging the pope's au- 
■thority, were joined in confederacy for extirpating the true re- 
ligion, not only within their own ftates and dominions, but alfo 
in other kingdoms, left they ihould feem to be lefs folicitous for 
the defence thereof, than were their enemies, who thought to 
overthrow the fame, have thought it neceiTary, as well for the 
prefervation of their own perfons, on whofe fafety doth the 
weal of their fubjefts depend, as for the better maintenance of 
the true ancient chriftian religion which they now profefs, to 
join and unite themfelves in a more flri6i league than hath been 
between any princes their progenitors* 

" Second, That they (hould labour and procure by their beft 
endeavours, to draw the pnnccs, profefling the fame religion, to 
join and concur with them in the like defence thereof. 

" Third, That this league fhould be ofFenfive and defenfive, 
againft all that fhould attempt to difturb the exercife of true 
religion within their kingdoms $ notwithftanding any former 
leagues of friendship or amity contrafted with the fame at- 
temptors. 

" Fourth, That if any princes, or ftate whatfoever, fhould 
invade the realms and dominions of either of their majefties, or 
attempt any injury againft their perfon or fubjedls, upon notice 
thereof given or received, neither of them fhould yield, aid, 
counfel, advife, or fupport direftly or indireftly, to the faid in- 
vader, notwithftanding any confanguinity, affinity, league, or 
treaty made, or to be made. 

" Fifth, That in cafe of invafion they fhould aid and afTift 
each other in manner and form following. That is to fay, if the 
realm of England fhould be invaded by any foreign forces in 
parts remote from the realm of Scotland, the king, upon fig- 
nification made unto him by the queen of England, fhould fur- 
nifh two thoufand horfemen, and five hundred footmen, or a 
leffer number, as it fliall pleafe the faid queen to require, and 
ihould caufe them to be conducted from the borders of Scotland 
into any part of the kingdom of England, upon the charges of 
the £aid queen. And in cafe the faid realm of Scotland be in- 
vaded in any part remote from the borders of England by any 
foreign force, the queen of England, upon requifition made to 
Jicr by the king, fhould furnifh three thoufand horfemen^ and 

ax 
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^•0.1586. this treaty fealed his mother's tragical doom, 
to whom I am now to return. 

^x thouiand footmen, or a Icfler number, at the option of the 
faid king, and (hall caufe them to be condudled to any part of 
the realm of Scotland upon the king's charges. 

'* Sixth, That in cafe the invafion ftiould be upon the north 
parts of the realm of England, within fixty miles of the borden 
of Scotland, the king, being required by the queea, ihould ga. 
ther all the forces he could make, and join with the; Eogliih 
power for purfuing the faid invader, and keep them together for 
the fpace of thirty days, or fo much longer, (if it be required) 
as the fubjedh of Scotland are ufually accuflomed to ftay in the 
.fields for the defence of their own kingdom. 

" Seventh, That upon any invafion, or trouble ariiing in the 
realm of Ireland, the king, upon notice given him thereof* 
fhould not only inhibit the repair thither of any of the inhabit- 
ants of Argyle, the ifles, and places adjacent, or any other partt 
of his dominions ; but alfo, if it fhall happen that they or any 
of them fhall go into Ireland with a number extraordinary, and 
in hoftile manner, the king, upon fignification of the fame, 
ihould denounce them his rebels, and purfue them as traitors. 

" Eighth, That neither of their majefties ihould hereafter 
fupply, affift, or entertain the rebels or adverfaries of the other, 
nor permit them to refide either privately or publicly in any part 
of their dominions ; but upon the firft requifition of the prince 
to whom they are rebels, they ihould undelayedly be delivered 
according to the old leagues and treaties, and then expulied forth 
of their dominions, and redrefs made for any injury they ihould 
happen to commit during their abode in the fame. 

" Ninth, That all controveHies about matters of borders, or 
wrongs committed in the marches fince the time of the king^s 
accepting the government in his own perfon, and by the fpace 
of four years preceding, Siould be friendly determined, and 
fatisfied at the iight of commifTioners, to be appointed on both 
iidcs, who Ihould meet at the marches within fix months after 
the date of the prcfents, and decide thereupon. 

" Tenth, That neither of their majefties ihould enter into 
any league or treaty (without the confent of the other, by letters 
iigned with their bands under their privy-iignet) with any 
other prince or ilate whatfoever, to the prejudice of the prefent 
treaty. 

" Eleventh, That all former treaties betwixt their majefties 
progenitors and both realms, notvithftanding any difcontinu^ 

anc« 
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The labyrinths of her negotiations both in a.d.isS«. 
England and with foreign powers are inex- Arrtnge- 
preffible; and her correfpondence with Mor- Mary^tcor. 
gan, Paget, and her other agents, during this ib^^^u"** 
and the preceding year, form of themfelves a 
large volume. All of then! tend to the fame 
purpofe, that of procuring her deliverance 
from prifon by fome means or other ; but a re- 
cital of particulars would be endlefs. I flxall 
therefore keep by the great outlines of her 
tragical hiftory, without defcending into mi- 
nuteneffes. 

It is not to be denied, that the deteftable Difco^eriw 
dodrine of depofing and murdering princes IJ^iJj'^ 
upon papal bulls and excommunications, had b*°>* 
been carefully cultivated in the Englilh femi- 
naries abroad, particularly at Rheims ; and 
when it worked upon a weak brain, it produ«* 
ced the mod frantic refolutions. Elizabeth 
had feveral times efcaped afiailination by fome 
of thefe enthufiaftic priefls ; but Charles Paget 

ance thereof, fhould (land in full force, fo far as they (hould not 
be found derogatory to the prefent treaty : and that this treaty 
Ihould not infringe any league made by either of their ma}eilies 
or their progenitors with other their friends and confederates in 
any time by gone, the caufe of religion only excepted, wherein 
the prefent league is declared to be offenfive and defenfive. 

" Twelfth, That both their majefties fhould confirm the 
league by their oaths and great feals, which ihould be inter- 
(Ranged, and mutually delivered to each other. 

** Thirteenth, laftly, That the king, at his coming to the per- 
fcft age of twenty-five years, Ihould caufe the prefent league to 
be ratified by the ftates of the kingdom $ like as the queen, at 
the fame time, fhould caufe it to be confirmed in her parliament 
of England/* 

and 
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A. D. 1586. and Morgan, as appears by their letters, were 
den'Icoi- 2it great pains to diffuade Mary from having thcJ 
jeaumi. jg^f^ concern with fo defperate a fet of men. 
Letter from Mary, in anfwer to their caution, acquainted 
ckSe?Pa- them that fhe would entertain no intelligence 
r«> JttJy»7* with any but the refidents appointed by herfelf.. 
Thefe were, her embaflador the archbifhop of 
Glafgow, Charles Paget and Morgan for France 
(if the latter was permitted to refide in that 
country) ; the lord Paget and Sir Francis En- 
glefield for Spain ; Dr. Lewis, or Morgan (if he 
was forced to leave France) for Rome ; Lig- 
gons, for the Low-Countries ; and the lord 
Claude Hamilton, with Courcelles, for Scot- 
land. Walfingham perceiving that fomewhat 
was in agitation among the Englifh Roman ca- 
tholics, ordered the moft artful of his fpies (one 
Maud) to pretend a violent attachment to 
popery, and to mingle in their councils, which' 
he did, without being in the leaft fufpefted. 
Walfingham foon difcovered that a prieft (one 
Ballard) had been fent to England from the 
feminary at Rheims, and that he was the chief 
agent for the Englifh Roman catholics. Being 
a man of intrigue, and well acquainted with 
the heads of that religion both in England and 
Scotland, he was commiflioned by them to go 
to France, and there to treat with Mendoza- 
and the duke of Guife, for renewing the pro- 
jeft of a dcfcent upon England. Ballard met 
with a ready reception, and a meeting of Ma- 
ry's 
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ry^i friends in France, aft VirhidK tKc pope's and a.d i5i6. 
the duke of Paf ma's agents afliftetf, was held. 

In this meeting, Charles Paget, who appears An invjffion 
io have had the fotrndcft head ainongft them, 
difaJ>proved of any attempt being made npon 
England, during Efizabeth^'is lift. His opinion, 
however, was over> ruled ; and BaSlard wa^fent 
back in a militlary dVefs to England, to con- 
cert meafures with the party for favourmg thd 
hivafion. Ballard met with great! encourage- 
ment, and the heads of the Roman cathclics' 
imparted the refult of their confultatiohs to 
Mary, and flie referred them to Mendoza and 
the pope's agent. Her difpatches at this time 
prove that flie had been rendered defperate by' 
her harfh treatmerit, and the length of her 
confinement. She preffed all her agents at fo- 
reign courts to infift upon fomethirig being at- 
tempted^ for her deliverance without farther 
negotiating or trifling ; and flie dropt fome ex- 
preffions as if flie had not been well ufed b/ 
her friends abroad, thro' theii* pr6craftinalidnS 
and timidity. 

While Ballard was abroad, he Was infdrmedf Babington 
by the archbifliop of Glafgow of a Derby- JJfJ^Jf^. 
fliirc gentleman, one Anthony Babington, with ^^^^^ 
wbom he had been acquainted in his travels, 
who was a- violent papift, and entirely devoted 
to Mary's fervice. Babington had been re- 
commended, before Ballard was embarked in 
her affairs, to Mary both by the archbifliop 
VoL.VIIL Y and 
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A. D. 1586, and Morgan ; and upon his return to England^ 
while file was in the earl of Shrewfbury's cuf- 
tody, he had, by his fine parts and addrefs, 
been of fingular fervice to her by managing 
her correfpondence with her friends. When 
flie was removed to the cuftody of Paulet, 
Babington, either through difobligation, dif-. 
couragement, or difficulty, dropt his connec- 
tions with Mary ; but his zeal for her fervice 
was now reanimated, and rendered ftronger 
than ever by Ballard. Babington being in- 
formed that one Savage had been fo heated by 
the difcourfes of Romifli priefts, that he had 
devoted himfelf to murder Elizabeth, envied 
him the glory of the action, and prevailed 
with Savage to admit five of his (Babington's 
friends) to be his affociates in the murder. He 

• 

likewife laid down a fcheme for raifing a hun- 
dred gentlemen, who were to deliver Mary by 
force from her imprifonment ; and many dif- 
patches paffed both in England and abroad on 
the fubjed of the intended invafion. Mary 
very poffibly thought that Babingtqn was too 
precipitate ; and impatient as fhe was for her • 
liberty, flie defired him and his friends to de* 
fill from all violent attempts till they were af- 
fured of affiftance from abroad, and heard of 
an infurreclion which had been projcded in 
Ireland. 
^\f^^i^^' Walfingham's amazing genius for political 
haii^'"^" intrigue made him mailer of all Babington's 

fchemes. 
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fchemes, and thofe of Mary's other friends, asj A.tr.isSi. 
foon as they were propofed. His fpy, Maud, 
informed him of all that had pafled between 
Mendoza and Ballard, and the other Englifli 
fugitives abroad. One Polly, who had been 
ftrongly recommended to, and was fo entirely 
trufted by, Mary that he was in all Babing- 
ton's fecrets, being gained by Walfingham, 
betrayed them to that minifter. GiflFord, 
a prieft, who managed the correfp6ndencef^ 
between Mary and Babington, which pafled 
in cypher, was gained over in like man- 
ner, and brought to Walfingham all their let-* 
ters. A dexterous decypherer, one Phillips, 
explained them ; and Walfingham, after tak- 
ing cc^ies of them all, employed one Gre- 
gory, wto fealed them up fo artfully, that it 
could not be perceived they had been opened ; 
and mpn returning them to GifFord, he deli- 
vered them according to their original direc- 
tions. Neither Mary nor any of the confpira- 
tors fufpefted that they were now within an 
inextricable toil. The hopes of foreign af- 
liftance being fomewhat weakened by delay, 
Babington, in order to quicken the i'nvafion, 
refolved to go over in perfon to the continent. 
That he might more effeftually ferve his party, 
fie offered to rank himfelf among the nume- 
rous Roman catholic fpies whom Elizabeth enter- 
tained abroad ; and promifed, that if Walfing- 
^iain would give him a pafsport, he would fend 
- ' Yz him 
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A. p. 1586. him intelligence of all tfa^t paffed among Mar/f^ 
friends. Walfinghain promifed him the paf&- 
port ; but defir/ed him to guard himfelf againft 
the government's fpies, who perhaps might in* 
fprm againft him^ ia which cafe hemufk be 
brought to ji tripil, to preferve his credit with 
his own party. 
Ji!i^pa"rM7or Babiugton acqufiinted Ballard, who wae to 
theconfpi- J^j^yg attended him abroad, with al} that paflibd 
between himfelf apd Wallingham. Towards 
the end of July, Babington received a letter ia 
Mary's cypher, deiiring him to deliver a packet 
that had come from Morgan, and had been 
given to him by the French embaflfador^s £i> 
cretary. Babington, aot doubting that the 
letter came from Mary, gave the bearer the 
packet, and with it a letter informing her of 
9II that had p^ed between him and Ball^rdi 
and infilling upon fuitable rewards beipg given 
to the gentlemen whom he had engaged io 
her fervice ; and if they ihould fail, to their 
pofterity. While Babington was waiting for 
the return of W^^lfingh^m, who was abfent 
from London, he reviewed his band of confpi- 
rators, and fuited tp each the part he was te 
ad. One Abingtpn, whofe father had been 
formerly cofferer to Elizabeth, Barnwell, a 
gentleman of quality in Ireland, and Savage^ 
who has been already mentioned, readily un-? 
dcrtook the murder, and bound themfelvc3 by 
an oath to kill Elizabeth. Tilney, one of the 

band 
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braid of peofioners, and Tichburn, 2 Hamp^ a.d.isS6. 
ihirc gentleqiani were fiartl^d at firft at the 
tbppght^ of murder; but they w^r« fopn re- 
conciled to it by Ballard's prieftly fophiftry, 
and joined with the other four. 3abington 
and B^lard^ who knew their men, carefully 
concealed the murdering fcheme from thofe 
cppfpirators who they thought copld not be 
brought to imbrue their hands in their fove^ 
reign's Uood, but willingly undertook to afliil 
in delivering Mary from her imprifonment. 
Among thofe were Edward Windfor, and a 
Devonfhire gentleman of fortune^ one Salifbury. 

All the confpirators were enthufiafts for the ^"eftme!^ 
Roman catholic religion, brave, handfome, and 
young. BabingtQH took care to keep up their 
i^rits and refolution by frequent meetings^ 
vhich often ended in intemperance ; and the 
theme of their difcourfe always turned upon 
the glory of their attempt, and the merit of 
refcuing injured innocence ; not without exul* 
tations upon the noble prolped that was referv- 
ed for them ^d their pofierity, in cafe they 
focceeded. They became, at laft, fo much 
intoxicated with vanity, that the portraits of 
the feven murdering confpirators were sketched 
out upon canvas; and when Polly privately 
ihewed the piece to Elizabeth, fhe immediately 
Tecolle£ted the face of Barnwell Happening 
ibme days after to walk abroad, ihe faw him ; 
904 tnrqing to Hatton^ captain of her guards 

•« Am 
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A. D. 1586. cc Ani I not (faid ihe) finely attended, when I 
^°^^ have not a man in my company who wears a 
fword ?'' But though Elizabeth and her mi- 
nifter Walfingham were poffeffed of more than 
fufficient evidence againft the confpirators, 
they had difcovered nothing that could afied: 
Mary's life ; nor indeed did it ever appear that 
flie was in the fccret of the murdering part of 
their plot. Walfingham, to bring her within 
the ftatute of aflbciation lately pafled, which 
rendered it death for her to be concerned in 
any attempt upon the life of Elizabeth, tam- 
pered with Paulet to fufFer Gifford the prieft 
to corrupt one of his domeftics to betray Mary. 
Paulet declined this ; but he agreed that Gif- 
ford fliould bribe a fellow in the neighbour- 
hood, who had been employed by Mary to 
manage her correfpondence through a hole in 
the wall of her prifon, which was ftopt up hy 
a loofe fl:one. The fellow accordingly commu- 
nicated all the letters from or to Mary to Gif- 
ford, who carried them to Walfingham, and 
he made the fame ufe of them as he had of her 
others. 

ft;i«fco- Elizabeth began now to think that Wal- 
fingham might fpin the thread of his policy 
too fine, and (he peremptorily ordered that 
Ballard, whom Ihe confidered as the moft dan- 
gerous of the confpirators; fliould be appre- 
hended in Babington's houfe, and committed 
to prifon; which was done. This did not dif- 

concert 
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coooert Babington, who imagined that it pro- A-^-^s?^ 
ceedcd from the offiaoufnefs of the fpies and 
informers whom Walfingham had advifed him 
to g^ard againfl, and that minifter encouraged 
his miftake. He bribed, however, one Scu- 
damor^, a companion of Babington, to watch 
>.is motions : and at a certain time he fent him 
a note, deiiring he would be more than ever 
obferyant of his charge. The latter, through 
Scudamore's inadvertency, read the note along 
witlvJiirp, and that night made his efcape. The ' 
confpirators were now fully convinced that 
their plots were difcovered, j^nd for fome time 
wandered about both in town and country in 
mean difguifes ; but they were purfued fo hotly, 
that all of them except Windfor were taken, 
and brought up to London, Upon their ex- 
aminations while in prifoo^ they could fix no 
guilt upon Mary, farther than that fhe and Ba-« 
bington had ufed to correfpond together^ nor 
did it appear that Babington had ever fecn her 
write. On the thirteenth of September, feven 
of the confpirators, among whom were Ba- 
bington and Ballard, were arraigned ; and 
having pleaded guilty, they were executed 
with all the rigour of the fentence pronounced 
againfl traitors. Seven others were convidled 
next day, and executed, but lefs rigroufly ; 
and all of them died repenting that part of 
their confpiracy wfeich regarded the murder of , 
Elizabeth. 

Mary, 
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A.i>.s5S6. Maty, during the profecntioh of the 60^ 
2SS!!* ^iratort, was at great J>aini to clizt hetftif 67' 
rfF^ her letters to Elizabeth, and 6thcfwifc, frd* 
all fdf|)ici6n of being concerned iii theti^ kB^ 
filiating febemei ; but her d6om was noW fiied j 
lEor Eli^beth was deternlin^d, at all brents, 
to bring her to the fcaffold. A favourable op* 
pc^rttiiiity now prefcnted, A i^f&lQtioix bid 
been taken by the Guifes, who wefe zt the 
iead of the French league, if Henry the thffd 
ftionld die without iilue, to place the caiidind 
of feourbon upon the throne of France, ift- 
ftead of the king of Navarre, who 1*^8 thi 
true heir according to the SaKc law. That 
prince appealed to Elizabeth, who promHed ttr 
affift him ; but the queen-mother, fbr family* 
reafons, taking part with the Guifes, a av2 
War was kindled in France, in which the printe 
of Conde took part with the king of Navaite ; 
and Elizabeth having fupplied the Hugonots 
with fome money, engaged the proleftant 
princes of Germany in their favour ; fd that 
the Guifes found themfelvcs iii no condition 
to fulfil the promifes they had made to Mary 
and her friends. The court of Spain was fo 
much interefted in the civil war of France, 
that Mary was equally difappoirited ff6m that' 
quarter ; and the king of Denmark having 
oflfered his mediation between Elizabeth and 
his Catholic majefty, die feemed difpofed to ac- 
cept of it, that flie might ftrike off MaryV 
head with the greater fecurity* 
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As i preparative for that cataftrophe, it vns A.D.t^. 
refohred lA Elixabcftb's couhciJ, and by the mo^dTJ 
advice df Leicefter , who, virMle he remained in l^^^^t^l 
the Low Countries, vrars Mary's mortal enemy, 
to tranfport her to Fothefingay caftle in North- 
amptonfbire ; and the care of condufting he? 
f bithe;;r was affigned to her keeper, Patrlet. The 
fevourabte difpofition of the gentlemen of thd 
Counties through which ibe was to pafs to- 
wards Mary, rendered her removal a matter of 
fo much difficulty, that the lord-treafiirer, 
Burleigh, took the pains to draw up with his 
own hand a paper of inftruftions, marking 
out the different ftages of her journey ; but 
none of tliem in the direft road to Fotherin* 
gay caftky till flie fliould be brought thither by 
a. fhort, fudden, tura. Paulet, by the help of 
thofo'inftruftiohs, performed his commifEon 
with great dexterity ; which gave Eli:^abeth fo 
much fatisfaclion as to draw from her the fol** 
lowing letter, from which the reader may ea- 
fily guefs the fituation of her mind, and how 
▼cry determined (he was, notwithftanding her 
felen^R proteftations to the contrary, to have 
the blood of the unhappy Mary. 

* •* To my faithful Amias, fetter of 

- Elizabeth 

" My moft careful and faithful fervant, God to Pauict. 
leward thee treble-fold in the double for thy 
moft trOublefome charge, fo well difeharged. 
If you knew, my Amias, how kindly, befides 
dutifully, my grateful heart accepteth your 

Vol. VIII. Z double 

i 
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A.D.15S6. double labours and faithful adions, your wife 
orders and fafe-condud, performed in fo dan- 
gerous and crafty a charge, it would cafe your 
travel, (troubles write over head) and rejoice 
your heart. And (which I charge you to cany 
this moft jull thought) that I cannot balance, 
in any weight of my judgment, the value! 
prize you at : and fuppofe no treafure to coun- 
tervail fuch a faith ; and condemn myfelf in. 
that fault which I have comnaitted, if I reward 
not fuch deferts ; yea, let me lack, when I 
have moft need, if I acknowledge not fuch a 
naerit with a reward pen omnibus datum. 

** But let your wicked naiftrefs know, how 
with hearty forrow her vile ^ieferts compel 
thofe orders ; and bid her, from me, afk God 
forgivenefs for her treacherous dealing toward 
the faver of her life for many years, to the in- 
tolerable peril of her own. And yet, not 
content with fo many forgiveneffes, mufi fall 
again fo iiorribly, far furpaffing a woman, 
miich more a princefs. Inftead of excuiing 
whereof, not one can ferve, it being fo plainly 
confeffed by the aftors of my guiltlefs death. 
Let repentance take place; and let not the 
fiend poffefs, fo as her beft part be loft ; which 
I pray, with hands lifted up to him, that may 
both fave and fpill, with my loving adieu, 
adieu, and prayer for thy long life, your af- 
fured and loving fovereign in heart, by good 
defert induced, 

<* Elizabeth Regina." 
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After Mary's arrival at Fotheringay caftle, a. d. 1586. 

- ^ Barbarous 

ner treatment was barbarous beyond prece- treatment 
tlent, and almoft beyond belief. Sir Thomas ^ "^* 
Gorges was ordered by Elizabeth to inform 
her as to the fates of. Babington and his affo- 
dates. He pretended that her letters which 
had been intercepted, direfted to Babington, 
Mendoza, Paget, Englefield, and other Eng- 
lifli exileis, would undoubtedly convift her of 
being concerned in the confpiracy againll Eli- 
zabeth's life ; that it appeared from them that 
ihe had reconimended the earl of Arundel and 
his brothers, with the young earl of North- 
umberland, to head the infurreftion in Eng- 
land ; but that ihe had cautioned them not to 
take the field till they were certain of foreign 
affifiance, and till (as we have already feen) 
fomc commotions were raifed in Ireland, It 
happens fortunately for the memory of Mary 
that the chief of thofe letters are ftill pre- 
ferved; and that though Ihe there expreffes 
the ftrongeft anxiety for her liberty, yet flie is 
entirely filent as to the affaffination plot. With 
regard to the other charges, Ihc was fo far 
from denying them, that, as I have already 
mentioned, flie juftified them, becaufe, as a 
fovereign princefs, ihe was not fubjcft to the 
laws of England, and was at liberty to ufe all 
ihean^ for her deliverance. We cannot there- Muiden, 
fore fee with what propriety the reverend 
editor of a coUeftion of State Papers, fays in 

Z :i, his 
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A. D. 1586. 2^j^ preface, that they throw a very ^lnfavoll^. 
able light on the conduct of Mary, 

roBb^dof Let a candid reader perufe them, and he 

jilch'. '^^'^^^ "ot b^ ^t)le to fix upon a fingle pafiago 
that is not juftified by the ftrifteft laws of ho- 
nour, It was not enough for Mary's enemies 
to refolve upon her death, unlefs it was pre* 
ceded by the moft mortifying and violent cir* 
cumftances of difgrace. Elizabeth remembered 
Mary's promife th;ft her laft words fhould be 
thofc of a queen ; and fhe could not bear her 
magnanimous perfeverauce in fulfilling it» 
Great as Elizabeth was, ihe had a ftrong tin^re 
of low, feminine, envy ; and fhe even wantonly 
endeavoured to fubdue Mary's high fpirit by 
multiplying her hardihips and difgraces. Pau- 

I.-ttcrfrom ^^^ had ofders to ftrip her of her money; 

Pauiet. calling to his affiftance one Bagot, they 
burft into Mary's room, who was then in bed, 
4nd ill of a paralytic difqrder arifing from her 
confinement. He demanded her money in the 
moft ruffian-like manner ; and upon her re- 
fufing to deliver up the key of her cabinet, 
he brought crows and hanim'ers to break it 
open. Mary upon this delivered up her key ; 
and Wade feized between five- and fix thou- 
fand crowns in ready money.. After this, he 
confined her fervants tb their feveral rooms, 
which he likcwife fearched for money, till he 
ftiould receive orders from court for their be- 
ing diicharged froni their attendance oq their 
millrefs. 
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Mary had two fecretaries, Nau ^nd CutTi tho a. 1x15% 
former a French, and the latter a Scotchaian ; Prcpara- 
but neither of them poffeffed with courage trial. 
or conftancy fufficient to endure the rack, and 
therefore the evidence they gave againft Mary 
(if any) ought to go for nothing. Their charn^ 
bers were in like manner rifled ; tlieir papers 
and perfons fecured, and both of them ex^ 
amined in order to fix upon Mary the charge 
of being concerned in Babington's afibciatioa 
plot. Elizabeth's next deliberation (now that 
ibe was pofiiefled of all the evidences and pa^ 
pers that ihe could deiire) was in what maa« 
ner, and under what denomination, Mary 
ihould be tried* Two methods were. •fug- 
gefted ; the firft was to try her upon the gene*» 
ral words of the ftatute of the twenty-fifth of 
Edward the third, ♦* whereby he is made 
guilty of treafon who ihall compafs or ima<^ 
gine the deftrudion of the king or queen, 
raife war in his or her dominions, or adhere to 
his or her enemies." The other was to try 
her by the aflbciation ad of the twenty-feventh 
of Elizabeth, the fubftance of which we have 
already rehearfed. The latter method was 
approved of, becaufe, when that ad pafled, 
Mary was in England, and, according to the 
lawyers, owed a local allegiance to queen Eli- 
zabeth. The defignation under which (he was 
to be tried (for Elizabeth would not fuffer her 
to be tri^d as a private perfon) came next un- 
der 



174 T H E H I S to R Y 

A. a 158*. der confideration. The lawyers were of opi- 
nion that no foreign name of dignity could 
be primarily taken notice of by the Englilk 
law, though it might by an *• alias difta,** which 
went for nothing after the perfon was cer- 
tainly and properly defcribed. They therefore 
rcjefted her title of the queen of Scots, and 
deiigned' her in the commiifion which was if- 
fued for her trial, " Mary daughter and heirefs 
of James the fifth, lately king of Scotland, 
and commonly called queen of" Scots and dow- 
ager of France." Elizabeth agreed to this ex- 
pedient ; but afFefted to be ftriick with the rc- 
monftrances of Bethune the French embaf- 
fador;'" that Mary, like Elizabeth j ' was an 
anointed, independent, princefs ; that one 
e^al could not have power over another; 
and that while Ihe was in England, her adions 
vs^re cognizable only by the law of nations." 
Th^ anfwer to thofe remonftrances was, that 
Mary had been depofed from her kingdom; 
that flie had voluntarily relinquifhed it ; and 
that fhe*was feodary to the crown of England; 
and that in th6 cafe of every fovereign in another 
fovereign's territories, he or flie was to be con- 
fidered but as a private perfon. It was like- 
wife urged, that every perfon living in Eng- 
land was lubjecl to its laws ; and that, even by 
the civil law, flie might be tried for treafon. 
The laft opinion was attempted to be fup^ 
ported by fome cafes drawn from the pope's 

decretals 
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decretals and the civil law ; and to prove how ^o«»5«^ 
impertinent and inconclufivc they were, I have» 
in the notes ^, given the opinion of Dr. Va- 
lentine Dale, the greateft civilian then in En^-. 
land, in a letter to lord Burlqigh. Upon the 
whole, I may venture to afiif m that it was ridi- 

• ** Pleafeth it your lordfhip to confirm youf bpihiort af- 
furedly, quod delinquens punitiu? loco delidi, ouUa^dignitatit. 
habita ratione. It nfay pleafe your lordlhip to coniider thef^ 
words following of the pope's own writing, in flemehtlna p^f- 
toralis dereindica^a, -which he made exprefly to rev(4uS'<th!e?'feft« 
tence of Henry the feventh againft king Robert of Sicily. 

'< Quod ii piinitio criminis Intra diftridlum 3mp<^aiem co^- 
mifli ad imperatoFem for&n pertimuiTe afTeratursfvttrfini «e^ 
quidem, ft in eodem diftri^ ^u^^et inventus delin^uens, &c. fi> 
that in the prefent cafe, the party being in the fame territory 
where the crime' was comoiitted,- the pope hxmielf confieil&th the 
coacluiion and ailertion of the emperor to be true^ and yt% th^ 
civilians do wrife, that in the very cafe of king Robert of *$!- 
cily, which was out of the territory of the emperor at the thiMr 
of the Sentence, jurifbe debent 8c tenentur fequlfa&um impeia-!^ 
Coris, *& non papae. 

** It may pleafe your lordfhip alfb to call to remembranidi^/ 
that when all the civilians were confuited in. the bifhop ^f lEbo&^t, 
^^e, it waB'fefolved, quod legatus punitur in loco de]i£U, fi dcr 
llnquat tempore legationis, non obllante legati privllegio. ' Ahd 
indeed the very text -of the civil lawyers is plain in th« cafe,.!;** 
non a^o fi legati, F. de judiciis legati ex deli£^is . in legatum 
commiflis coguntur judicium Romde pati; five ipii admiferint^ 
live fer^ eorum, and yet legatus ^Liftinet peifonam. fui-<princ^ 
pis ; and of all men the mod privileged, ipfo jure gentiuiji. 

" If it may be any fatisfaftion unta her majefty, or if her 
majefty be defirous to be fully reiplyed'iir. this 'point, your iord- 
ibip may afluredly inform her majefly of the premises, as it (hall 
ieem to your lordfiiip moft convenient. Nihil enim eft in toto 
jitre certius, what doubt, foever any man do make of it. And 
ihus I have not to trouble your lordfiiip any further* , 

At London, the fixth of Oftober, 1586, 
Your lordthip's moft humble, 
Valen. Dale." 
Strype, vol. iii. p. 365. 

culous 
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A.a X586. ctilous in the crown lawyers to fay thit Maty, 
who, ever fince her firft arrival in EngTaod, 
had been kept a dofc pnfoner, eiijoyclrf the 
proteftioh of the laws, or that her local refidence 
in England, under a forced confinement, fnb- 
jeAed her to be fried by the laws 6f that king- 
dom. But I am now to attend the proceedings 
of the court of Scotland, 
jsmes be- Jamcs continucd to be fo infatuated by Kb 
hfi^minir. Engliih peniion, that for fome time he had not 
**^ only dropt all thoughts of his mothtr^ but 

had taken her mortal enemies into, his niqft 
inmoll councils. Among them wais ' Archibald 
Douglas, who continued fiill to be his refident 
in England with the matter of Gray, and both 
of them had fold themfelves to ElizabetL 
Murden^s FoHtenay, the French em^bafTador at his court, 
pas! ^^ ^s appears from his letter to Mary of this 
year*s date, had attempted to bring James to 
fign the inftnimeht for affociating his mother 
with him in the government, and for taking 
fome vigorous refolutions towards her deli- 
verance ; but the anfwers of James to all his 
propofals were fo cold and evafive, that he loft 
all hopes of fuccefs. Nothing was fo terrible 
to Elizabeth as the thoughts of a war with 
Scotland at this time ; and I perceive from the 
State Papers that her creatures fed James 
with the ridiculous hopes of marrying Eliza- 
beth herfelf, and being declared by- the Eng- 
lifli parliament her heir and /uccefibr. Many 

other 
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other baits of the fame kind were thrown out a. d.jsU. 
to him; but when he certainly underftood 
that preparations were making for trying his 
mother for life^ it gave a Ihock to his nature; 
The JFolIowing is part of a letter from the maf- 
ter of Crii^x .to his confederate Archibald 
Douglas. ^ t^is (James's) opinion is^ that it 
cannot ftand with his honour that, he be a con- 
Hen ter to take his mother's life ; but, he is con- 
tent how ftridly fhe be kept, and all her old 
knavifh feryanta. hangei), chiefly they who be 
in hands. ^For this ^you i^uil deal very warily 
to efchew inconyenienciesj feeing neceflity of all 
honeft mens afiairs requires that fhe were out 
of the way." Two days after. Gray writes p^^^^p , 
that James was content the law fhould go for- <• 
ward againil his mother, her life being fafe ; 
and that he would gladly wiih that all foreign 
princes ihould know how ill ihe has behaved to- 
wards Elizabeth, and that flie receives favour 
through her clemency. By a letter from James 
himfelf, direded to his mother's fecretary 
NaUy about the fame time, he orders him to 
make up fome differences that had fallen out 
between Mary and the countefs of Shrewfbury ; 
but refers further particulars to Archibald 
Douglas, whom he defires her to truft as 
himfelf. 

After readinff the above cxtrafts, the reader Proceed?ngt 

° upon Ma- 

can fcarcely doubt of the meannefs of James, ry'iuiai. 

and the duplicity of his miniilers. There is 

• VoL.VIIJ[. A a too 



178 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A. a 1586. too much reafojn to believe, that the refcnt* 
ment which he afterwards feemed to expre& on 
account of his mother's trial and execution,* 
was, at beft, but aflfected, and meant only ta 
keep up appearances with Mary's party in Scot- 
land, who iilently reproached him for Jhis tame- 
nefs. This gave . Elizabeth, at firft, fonre ap- 
prehenfions 5 but they were quieted by Doug- 
las, who privately adVifed her to ftrike thiB' 
blow, for which Elizabeth was now fully pre- 
pared; and a commiffion, which tht reader 
will find in the notes ^, with the names, and 

• Elizabeth by the grace of God, of England, Fraoce aa4 
Ireland, queen, defender of the faith, &c. To the moft rcvcr 
rend father in Chrift, John, archbilhop of Canterbury, primate 
and metropolitan of all England, and one of our pfivy-couBQiU, 
and to our trufty and well beloved Sir Thomas Bromley, knighty 
chancellor of England, and one of x)ur privy-council i and aifo 
to our trufty and well beloved William, lord Burleigh, lord 
treafurer of England, another of our privy-council 5 and alfq 
to our moft dear coufm, William, lord marquis of Wincheftcr, 
o^e of the lords of the parliament 5 to our moft dear couiin Ed* 
ward earl pf Oxford, great chamberlain of England, another of 
the lords of the parliament ; and alfo to our moft dear couiin 
George, earl of Shrewsbury, earl marftial of England*.- another 
"•bf our privy-council 5 and to our moft dear couiin Henry, earl of 
Kent, another of the lords of the parliament 3 and alio to our 
couiin Henry, eart of Derby; another of our privy-council ; and 
to our moft dear couiin Edward, earl of Rutland, another of 
the lords of ; the parliament ; and to our moft dear couiin Am- 
brofe, earl of Warwick, maftsr of our ordnance, another of our 
privy -council 5 and to our moft dear couiin Henry, .carl of Pera-r 
broke^ another of the lords of the parliament ; and alio to our 
moft dear couiin Robert, earl of Leicefter, mafter of our horfe," 
ajfiother of pur privy-council ; and to our moft dear coufin Hen. 
jcy^ earl of Lincoln, another of the lords of the parliament i 
and. alfo to our moft dear couiin Anthony, viicount Montague, 
another, of the lords of the parliament ; and to our traily and 
well beloved Charles, lord Howard, our high admiral of Eng- 
land, 
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cmploynieii'ts of her judges, was iffued for try* A.d.i58«* 

ing Mary. The reader will there fee, that out 

- • / , ... . . ^ , . . . - 

land, another of oiir privy-council 5 and to ouf timtfy and wdl 
beloved Henry, lord Hunfdon, our lord chamberlain^ another 
of oui" privy-council ; and alfo to our trufty and v^ell beloved 
Henry, lord Abergavenny, another of the lords of the parlia- 
ment 5 and to our trnifty and well beloved Edward, lord ^ouch^ 
another of the lords of the parliament ; and alfo to our trufty 
and well beloved Edward> lord Morley, another of the lords "<^ 
the parliament ; and to our trufty and well beloved William, 
lord Cobham, lord Warden of our cinque-ports, another of 
our privy-council ; and alfo to our trufty and wdl beloved td-» 
ward, lord Stafford, another of the lords of the parliament j and 
alfo to our trufty and well beloved Arthur, lord Grey of Wil* 
ton, another of the lords of the parliament ; and aJfo to ant 
trufty and well beloved John, lord Lumley, another of the lorda 
of the parliament 5 and alfo to our trufty and wdl belovied John, 
lord Stourton, another of the lords of the parliament y and t6 
our trufty and well beloved William, lord Sandes, another* of 
the lords of the parliament; and alfo to our trufty and well be- 
loved Henry, lord Wentworth, another of the lords of the par- 
liament 5 to our trufty and well beloved Lewis, lord Mordauht", 
another of the lords of the parliament ; and to our trufty and 
well beloved John, lord St. John of BletneHio, another of thft 
lords of the parliament $ and alfo to our trufty and w^ll beloved 
Thomas, lord Buckhurft, another of our privy-coundt ; Ancl 
to our trufty and well beloved Henry, lord Comptoh, another 
of the lords of the parliament, and alfo to our trufty and 
beloved Henry, lord Cheyney, another of the lords of the paxlia^ 
ment 5 to our trufty and beloved Sir Francis Knolles, knight, trca- 
furer of our houfliold, another of our privy-council j and aHb 
to our trufty and beloved Sir James Crofts, knight, comptroller 
of our faid hoUfhbld, another of our privy-council; and to our 
trufty and beloved Sir Chriftopher Hatton, knight, our vice- 
chamberlain, another of our privy-council ; and alfo to our 
trufty and beloved Sir Francis Walfingham, knight, one of our 
principal fecretaries, another of oiir privy-council; and alio to 
our trufty and beloved William Davidfon, efq. another o( our 
principal fecretanes, and of our privy-council ; ind atib to our 
trufty and beloved Sir Ralph Sj^er, knight, chancellor of our 
duchy of Lancafter, another of our privy-coimcil ; and alfo to 
our trufty and beloved Sir Walter Mildmay, knight, chancellor 
of our exchequer, another of our privy-couiicil 5 and to oui' 

A a » trufty 
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A.D.ISS6. dt fSrty.bnc Judged Seventeen '^oifltetf^j^ttf 

bgloved John Wollcy, cfq. our fecrctaiy tor tnc Xatiii rongde; 

iJsTjSi^r :;CtM^Pl>h?r ?^wy Mgbt, cb.idf im^hf^'^^J^ 

.^tbe pleas Jp })e holdep before u$ i and to our tnmy auid^lielmd 
^i^l^nmii^ AnderfcJn, ktiigiilt', our chief ftiMbf df il» btad^'i 
'^IkogctWauav^odf .kmgfat^pur chief bafoi^^f ^^^r ^xq^e^^^ 
$ir.'j[|topsi& pavv'fly^ knijghl;^ ^<^ne of our jufticers aLmgnedlbr ttie 
pleas to be hold'en before lis ; and WiHiara Periaif/'oiii? or Mr 
^^cers 'of the bench, grtetHn^y 8cc» Then. (not ;tP;!Nyc^iei.tC[f|l 
^own^. verl^tim) after .the recital of the. aft made the^ laft Vim 
thus it follows: Whereas' fince the end of the feffion of^par- 
iSsmeat, Viz. fince the fijrft day of June* iir Jhe t^tnUy-iqvfp^ 
l^ear, of oar i:»ign» ,^^^ things have been, cQ^ipalTfd .gul 
imajgined tendiJig to the iuri of our royal peffoh; as wcll^ 
Wiry, ' diitightcr and heir of James the Mthrkmgjaf am, 
:fini(i cpniiqQQly called queAii of Scots, and dowager of France, 
pretending a titje to the crown oif this realm of EiigUnd; Itt by 
divers 'other perfons, with' the privity of the isud Mary, fu^irf 
4rr givjcn to underftond i and whereas we dp^.intend «nd n- 
. folve, tb«^t the forefaid aft fhall be in all and evety' pai:t theftof 
duly and aflfeftionately pat in execution, accordiajg; to tbc teq^r 
of..tbe,iame, and that all offences abovefkid, in the.^ ab^^ 
(^d^ mentioned as afore is faid> and the cireuniKauicef w the 
fame, fhal! be examined, anid fentence or judgm^t thn^poh 
givejr, aCGording to the tenor and effeft of tJiie iaid a£ts, ^JV^ 
and tbe^eater part of you, we do give fbll and ab(oli|te pdwet, 
' licence^and authority, accortting to the teii6r'H>f'^e'ISdd afi^ 1o 
'Cxahline all and fing^lar matters cpmpa(Ied andimafidned, tend- 
in||.tQj^e hurt of our rojrgl perfon, as vtrell by, the for^iaicl Maiy, 
as ty any other perfon or perfons whatfocvcrrVfAi tK^'prfHty«f 
tbefidd K^Beiry, aj|d all qir^uiiftances of the) famo^^an^iptlKr.iof- 
fences^whiitfQevei* aboyeiaid,.in the aft aboveikid (as afore is 
faid) mentioned, and all circumftances of thv famir, aii^ of eviny 
of them, and theretipon'^coording tothe tenor of diC: flft 'afaffUdt 
to give fentence or judgm^t,. as.upon gopd proof the matter 
ihall appear to you. And therefore w6 conainand you, that you 
do at iucb certain days and plac^, which you^'or the greater 
part of you,' ihali, for that purpo(e, fet and ^gree, upon, ^- 
{gently pr9C6ed upon the premifle^, in formi aforef^d, '&€« 
Cambden^ p. 51^. 
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S b^ing fuf- 

etf mini^oBcan. The: yeroaiiiuJg pa)?* ^-Wrf tlfl^ 

xtrndVeible fi^tn their- fea(».at,:pki9kfiire»3o^lie 
£rft, meeting<<if . the cqttimiffi09%s- ^^^l^il- 
'kigay-caftle-^was: on the deyefltt > of. PtisiNlf. 
i6tiidt»agr a64. Baulet, who wei^ twty'^tJf'ifti 
loaoftvrolent enemies, pre&ated: hep -;yi!^ ^' 




'beth's cbmifiiffibh, and- letters £<» 'hei?;>ti^L 
.She tc^d them .with a ^feewfnijpg;djjg»ji^y|^^^ 
ifftmplaipi^if bitterly qf jffie ^ lfcii^dihip8^flof> hw 
^ca&. i*iet loag imiH:ifoRn^pt,^j(hj£ l^ij^^^^^ 

of her limbs; that wbatfec; ii^ J^^ef^gn^^^ 
jh^d. asthe' affoCiatlon aSi^was ©riirttolly 





■out hcr.piwrjty; i^o<J(uM>,^l^e^^^)r'^?OS'^ 



ipg her papers, the only evideiid^^/df K|i;^^^|^ 

cency. 
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A.ai5S6. ccncT. She added, with a noble ipirit, that 
ihe difdained a lie ; nor would fhe deny^ that, 
thinking herfelf warranted by her wtongs, flie 
had thrown herfelf upon the protefti'On df - fo- 
reign pi'ihces. Next day, fhe faid that Ihc did 
not conceive herfelf to be fubjeft to the law4 6f 
England merely, as Elizabeth had written tb 
her, for having enjoyed her proteftion, bfc- 
caufe fhe had 'never enjoyed fuch proteftioh; 
nor had fhe ever an opportunity W knowing 
what the laws were. 

Mary's refolute behaviour put her jtidges to 
a fland ; for they were at a lofs how to proceed, 
if fhe fhould continue to difpute the validity 
of their commiflion. She was attacked in 
their turns by the lawyers and the great officer! 
of flate. The former threatened to proceed 
againfl her as in abfence, if fhe continued td 
difpute their commiffion ; and Burleigh^ in a 
fhidied harangue, recounted to tbe court At 
feveral kindneffes fhewn to the prifoner by 
Elizabeth. Mary heard his fpeech with a con- 
temptuous, butjufl, difdain. She demanded 
to know by what law they intended to pro* 
ceed. As to that named in the commif&oDi 
fhe obferved that it was made, and meant, pur^ 
pofely againft herfelf; and that they had nd 
civilians in the kingdom who could try her by 
any law but that of England, to which fli^ 
was determined not to fubmit. She offered, 
however, to clear her conduft in a full parlia* 

xnent. 
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ment, oceven before the. cQminiifioners them* a. 015X6. 
felvefit but not Judicially* She was vaxiwtrcd. 
by Hattoa in a florid^ fopbiftical^ manner;, 
and, at laft^- perceiving that her judges would 
certainly proceed againft her^ and fearing that 
her noaking no defence might be conilrued into 
a .tacit acknowledgment of guilt, ihe confented 
to anfwer before the commiilion under a ftrong 
protefiationi faving her own rights and dig'^ 
nity. This was a fatal fiep in Mary ; but how 
could flie avoid it, circumflanced as ihe was» 
without friends or advice, and betrayed by 
thofe to whom (he ought to have trufted for 
iafcty? 

The trial then proceeded with a fhew of 
folemnity and orden Mary repeated her. pro- 
clamations, and renewed . her protefts. The 
capital charge urged againft her by the crown, 
lawyers was her being concerned in, or hav^ 
ing knowledge of, Babington's confpiracy. Had 
they, fairly made good this, it would have 
brought her under the aft of the twenty-feyenth' 
of ^Elizabeth, upon which ihe was tried i but 
all they produced to fupport it was Babington- s 
own.confeffion while under fentence of death, 
and fome copies of letters faid to have been 
written by her to Babington ; and though V^o% 
fo much as pretended to be of her hand, were 
drawn up fo as to agicee with his confeifion. 
Among the other abfurdities with which. thofe 
letteiii lyerfi fluffed, one was, her dei^ring Ba- 

bington 
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.D.15S6. bington to apply to the earl of Noithumbcp 
land» who was but a boy^ and to the earl of 
Arundel^ who was a dofe prifoner, for affifr 
tance* Upon mention of the Howard hmSjy 
Mary^ who till then had continued unmoved, 
burft into tears : ^ Alas ! faid ihe, how much 
^as that noble houfe of Howard fuffered for 
my fake !" She then again folemnly denied her 
being concerned with Babington in the aflaffi- 
nation plot ; and when a letter was produced 
written in her cypher approving of it, fhe 
pofitively declared that it never was written by 
her, or by her order ; and took notice, that as 
Walfingham, who, though one of her judges, 
was her avowed enemy, and was in poffeffion of 
her cyphers, it wad eafy for him to forge fuch 
a letter for her deftruflion. She owned that 
fhe had been earned with Elizabeth to mitigate 
the penalties of the catholics ; and that flie had 
obeyed the dictates of nature in endeavouring 
to engage her friends to deliver her : ** But, 
faid fhe, I would not purchafe the higheft feli- 
city on earth with the fmalleft taint of blood, 
far lefs with that of a queen and a fifter/' She 
concluded this part of her defence with farther 
proofs of the falflioods alledged againft her, 
and drew from Waliingham a moft folemn 
aukward apology pf his own fincerity and im- 
partiality, which all who heard him difbe-' 
lieved. 
The crown lawyers next prefled her fecre- 

tary 
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little «g^r4.ftW^t to b? pai4^o.<:oufe§9ji|^- 
ttatai }Mmi\>Y the. feat, <>rnfp«^i)gj(fo% j^Jiey 

bingtorti ^d.)^d, . Naq,. aftd ,GurJ iif. t^ i^a^e 
sMiy): were ^^rc^ ^9^ t^^pi JU^tbat^ jpjk^w^* 
|W.ary acknowledged thj^^,ij^^,aj»w*yfi,b^jfii{^ 
J^^r twQ fs^etariea to.jj|^^o|»eft ipeqj^^^ljf 
;^^ey h^ accu&d her^ifj -jtljeir.. dep9f^ii^.^|o 

;-|h«X;l»ad ^«nanptt^d ,tj»ro. gre^it; ^^.i -J^e |i^» 
«fc;tyioLiting the oath .fli^ .W.^f^j-.whf^^ll^y 
:t%4 ilakjea to, her af t^ew:.adi^aiQ|?i^.j^|l^^' 
. (<;9jidjy„ ill; inventing ^ fp.. d^teftabl? . a ; <;alp)BJjjy 
^gaiDU,l^r, .{Jbeir fovereign and .thgir ioiifi^rs; 
.^d aP tJ^a^^can be drawn;,{rQmit awqujpt?;)^^ 
./»».P «iP««-.^5H>i:that it c^m^^.froni^tW pfT^i- 

.^syfeat aT4qfpgr^xo9diiionls ife wajg^y aij4 "'''^'"•' 
iWpf56ft^j*rifl(9e8,;^ they depend, jjpcjii t"t»? jv;ri^^ 
'ipftuale^ Jtftteeffss ,of thejr fepje^rie^ .yWh,g.afe 

•H«ri«J*i^r^rJ^?.J:?l aUeA. itto ijiy. fage, ,\jri;igh 
.Xiftm.lc^%Jei|it :ti^ey durft not.dp.? B]ii^.(cDnti- 

<«'pu^,,^abmgton .to death ..wUtoutjirip^mg 

Urn before me ; to open his mouth by tof ments 

t<?k tpll,.^ H^(i„and 4thfin t9,.fl)]4t it.up tor^Ver 

' Vol. Villi B b againit 
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^.D.isW. againft the truth. And if my fecrctaries be 
alive, why do you not (as I have faid) bring 
them before me ? 
Trial of "And as to the invading of England, I ac- 

aued. knowledge I did require the aid and affiftance 

of foreign princes for reftoring mc to my li- 
berty ; and in this, I think, I did nothing but 
what nature does fuggeft to every one. Who is 
not defirous of liberty that are in thraldom? 
I am no fubjecl to your queen : I have been 
thefe many years her prifoner. The many of- 
fers I have made to her have been rcjcfted ; my 
fickneffcs have cncreafed on me ; and I have 
been denied aid and affiftance in them. And 
is it fuch a crime in me as defcrvcs your confi- 
deration, to defire to be fet at liberty ? And laft- 
ly, as to the giving over her kingdom to the 
king of Spain, the very mentioning of it (faid 
fhe) is a fufficient refutation of it ; I had not 
my poor perfon at my difpofal, much lefs my 
kingdom. Belides, it is very well known, 
that it is not in my power to transfer my king- 
dom, which is an hereditary kingdom, and of 
right belongs to my own Ion after my death.** * 

* '' And here I nmlt adveitife my reader, that as to this laft ar- 
ticle, that I have an attelled copy, under the £ngli(h coramif- 
Ikries hands, of her letter to IVIendoza, wherein ihe promifes to 
transfer the kingdom to his maftcr, which they pretended to 
have found, with many other letters, when they leized upon 
her perfon and all her papers : all which attefted copies of thde 
letters, I had from the right honourable the earl of BalcaiTas* 
who found them in his charter-cht-ft, hi» grandfather being fci 
cretary to king James j and at the defire of the faid noble ear], 
I have lodged them in the Lawyer's Library. Now, I leave it to 

the 
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Notwithftanding this declaration, there is a.d. 15*. 
firong reafon to believe that Mary had, at 
times, encouraged the king of Spain to be- 
lieve that flie would declare him her heir, and 
make over to him her right both to the crown - 
of Scotland and England. But whatever opi^ 
nioo his catholic majefly and his counfellors 
might have of Mary's power to take fuch a 
ftcp, flic certainly confidered it as illegal and 
iocffechial ; and there is no room to doubt 
that all her offers of that kind were drawn 
from her to engage his catholic majcfty more 
deeply in her intereft. Let me add, that had 
the charge been true, it was ridiculous to men- 
tion it, unlefs it could have operated to con* 
vid Mary of having been engaged in Babing* 
ton's confpiracy to murder Elizabeth. Maryi 
however, being farther preffed by Burleigh 
upon the fubjecl of transferring her crown, 
acknowledged that a prieft, whom ihe did not 
name, had talked to her on that head ; that 
ihe knew the Spaniard thought that, next to 
herfelf, he had the beft right to the crown of 
England. She admitted that flie had held a 
correfpondence in cyphers with many Roman 
catholics abroad ; and that ihe had recom*- 

. the reader to judge, if it be any ways probable, that they fiiould 
£nd them with her ; or if it be more reafonable to believe them 
than her, who, when they were produced, denied them to be any 
of her's, and with her dying breath affirmed, that fhe had never 
done any thing that was prejudicial either to the kingdom or her 
tos^^ Mackenzie, vol. iii. p. 34^* 

B b 2 mended 



i88 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A, 0.1586. ihended Ibme of her friends to the pope and 
foreign princes ; but Cie thought herfclf as 
juftifiable in that, as Elizabeth was in corre- 
fponding with proteftants. 

The lawyers then proceeded to the joint con* 
feffions of Nau and Curi, which indeed were 
the circumftances that bore the hardeft upon 
her; but fhe again folemnly declared her in» 
nocence ; and that if fhe was to be a£Fe£ted by 
any thing that appeared in the papers pro* 
duced againft her, the matter had been in* 
ferted by her fecretaries without her know- 
ledge. She then preffed the court that they 
might be confronted with her ; but this fair 
requcft, in which the meaneft felon would 
have been indulged, was denied to Mary. She 
was not even permitted to make ufe of her 
own private notes and memorandums, tho' 
ihc faid that they were abfolutely neceffary to 
affift her recollection in making her defence. 
Her fpeech fcemed to make a deep impreifion 
upon her judges, prepoffeffcd and prejudiced 
as they were againft her; which Burleigh ob- 
ferving, he charged her with correfponding 
with Morgan, who, he faid, had fent over 
Parry to kill Elizabeth, and to whom ihe had 
given a pcnfion. Mary anfwered with the 
greateft truth and dignity, that Morgan had 
faithfully ferved her, and feverely fufFered for 
her ; that therefore Ihe had allowed him a 
penfion ; but that fiie had been fo far from en«» 

couraging 
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couraging him in any attempts againft Eliza* a, p. 158*. 
beth's perfon, that flie had done all fhe could 
to divert him from them. The behaviour of 
Burleigh on this occafion is the more difingc- 
nuous and inexcufable, as Morgan's letters to 
Mary were then in his poffeflion, and have been 
iince printed from his own family archives. 
Mary then obferved, that the Englifli minif- 
ters complained, with a very ill grace, of any 
penfion fhe had allowed to Elizabeth's enemies, 
Iince Elizabeth had given Grey, and the Scots 
about the perfon of her fon, penfions to make 
them her (Mary's) enemies. Burleigh endea- 
voured to evade this charge, by pretending 
that Elizabeth*had only granted James a pen- 
fion to enable him to fupport his royal dig- 
nity, becaufe his revenue had been lately im- 
paired through the mifmanagement of his 
minifters. 

Mary's letters to Englefield, Paget, Men- 
doza, and others, concerning the intended in- 
vafion, were next produced; but Mary very 
properly obferved, that they were entirely fo- 
reign to her trial, unlefs they could prove her 
to be acceflFary to Babington's affaffination-plot. 
She obferved, that flie never had denied that, 
after all the^ fair advances flie had made for 
obtaining her liberty had been rendered abor- 
tive, fhe had recourfe to foreign princes for 
obtaining her deliverance. She bemoaned the 
^ardfhips fhe had undergone, and the indigni- 
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A. D. 1586. ties ihe then fuflfered, by being forced to ap- 
pear as a criminal . before a foreign tribunal; 
by being fubjeftcd to hear her royal charader 
ftained by the breath of petulant lawyers, 
whofe trade it was to deal in fophiftry and de- 
famation ; and by her being (hut out from all 
accefs to her lifter's favour, and her undoubted 
rights of fucceffion. She put them in mind, 
that {he did not even then intend to appear as 
g common criminal, but as an injured prin- 
cefs ; that (he did not chufe to plead her caufe, 
but to vindicate her innocency, and the ma- 
jefty of all crowned heads. She obferved, that 
innocency itfelf was not fafe from the blaft of 
malice ; and fhe touched upon the fufpicions 
into which Elizabeth herfelf had fallen, on 
account of Wyat's rebellion in the late reigOk 
She next, with great paffion, added, that tho* 
flie was ready to pay her own blood for the 
happinefs of the catholics, yet that flie would 
abhor to purchafe it with the life of the 
meancft fubjecl. 
Mary clears; She ncxt clcarcd hcrfclf from the imputa- 
hw^tiiair** tion thrown upon her by her enemies, as if 
ihe had been an obftinate enemy to the prote- 
ftant religion. She put the court in mind that 
there was a time when fhe fhewed herfelf open 
to conviction in favour of the Reformation ; 
but her enemies dreaded this fo much, that 
they would never fuffer her to be inftrufted in 
the fame. She concluded with a moft pathetic 

appeal 
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appeal of her innocency to God, and with A. D. 1586, 
committing her caufe to him and the foreign 
princes of her kindred. She renewed her pro* 
tcftation, that flie did not mean to appear as a 
criminal ; flie demanded to have an advocate, 
who, by his learning, might clear up fome 
points to which flie could not fpeak ; and flie 
lamented her fate, that the court had given 
evident indications of their being prejudiced 
againfl her. Upon Burleigh's endeavouring 
to vindicate the intentions of the commiflion- • 
ers and the lawyers, Mary put him in mind 
how little credit was due to men influenced 
by the fear of the rack, or by the hopes of 
court favour. She again demanded that her 
fccrctaries might be brought face to face in 
court, and that flie might have the ufe of her 
papers. 

Burleigh, to whom Elizabeth chiefly trufted 
for the management of this irregular and in- 
famous proceeding, flatly refufed Mary that 
favour, by pretending that the charge aga^nft 
her was reftricled to what flie had done fincc 
the nineteenth of June. He infifted upon the 
confcffion of her fecretaries and Babington, 
who he faid had never been put to the rack ; 
but without faying that he never had been 
threatened with it. All this while the pre- 
tended confeflions of Babington and the two 
fecretaries fl:ood unauthenticated by any proof 
of their being their real confeflions, though 

they 
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A.D.15S6. they ferved as the ground- work, of all tirf 
prpfecution againft Mary, if we "except the 
Jetters produced in cypher, wliich were ^ faid, 
but not proved, to be written tjy ner order, 
which Mary denied. In fliort, mroiigK the 
whole proceeding we cannot' /4ifcei'h the 
fmalleft veftige of a legal trial, Biirlei'gh ne^t 
altiiriied the character of a privy- counieHiir, 
and endeavoured to prove that IV^ary iniglit 
liaye been at liberty, had not Morgan^ ^^'fHlS 
• thje laft treaty for her freedoni, fenf over Parry 
to murder Elizabeth. This allegation" againft 
Morgan is extremely improbable j lior'can wc 
find, the fmalleft trace of it in the very copious 
correfpondence he had with Mary ; but allow- 
ing it to be true, was Mary's life to anfwer for 
the crimes of another perfon refiding in ano- 
ther kingdom ? for no evidence was fo much 
as offered to prove that Morgan aftcd by her 
command or dcfire. Letters from 'the two 
Pagets were produced, in order to' fix upon 
her the charge of inviting the S|pahiilrds to 
invade England ; and cardinal Allen ih another 
letter, told her, that her caufe had beeii ire- 
commended to the prince of Parm'a,a[hd called 
her " his moli dread fovereign lady.**' Mary 
bbfefved, that none of thofe I'^tters'/jjjtoved 
. that fhe was concerned in any plot to' nrtrrder 

ElizabetTi : and that (he was not' afifxVerable, 

■-. ' ■ ■• '\ . ■ 

though fhe was a catliolic herfelf, for the iih- 
prudences or fentiments of thofc of that per- 

luafion. 
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fuafion. She again owned, that, broken as A.D.1586. 
ihe was by her long and unjuil confinement, 
fhe had not declined the offers of foreign af«> 
iiftance; and that flie had even entered into 
fome diftant treaty, which fhe (aid (he had al* 
ways diiliked, for conveying to the king of 
Spain her own right to the crown of England. 
Burleigh laid hold of thofe concefGions; and 
demanded of Mary, as if (he had been a com- 
mon felon, whether fhe had any thing more 
to urge in her own defence f Mary, upon this, 
rofe, and demanded, with an air of majefty, 
that ihe ihould be heard either in a full p^r-» 
liament, or before the queen and her coundl. 
No anfwer was made to this requefl ; and,, ac* 
cording to the infl:ru6Hons which had been 
given by Elizabeth, the court was adjourned 
to the twenty- fifth of October, to fit in the 
Star-chamber at Weftminfter, 

All the commiflioners, excepting the earls of 
Shrewfbury and Warwick, attended on that 
day ; and Mary not being prefent, her two fe- 
cretaries were brought into court, where they 
made declarations of whatever her enemies 
wanted to fay. This formality being paiffed, a 
fentence, under the hands and feals of all the 
commifiloners prefent, was recorded in the 
following terms : ^* By the unanimous aflents 
and confents they do pronounce and deliver 
this their feqtence and judgment, at the day 
and place lafi above recited, and fay, that fince 

Vol. VIIL c4 the 
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A.D.Z586. the conclufion of the aforefaid feffion of par« 
liament, in the commiilioo aforefaid fpecified, 
namely, fince the aforefaid firft day of June, in 
the twenty-feventh year aforefaid, and' before 
the date of the faid commiffion, divers matters 
have been compafl'ed and imagined, within this 
realm of England, by Anthony Babiogtos and 
others, with the privity of the faid Mary, pre- 
tending a title to the crown of this realm of £ng* 
land, tending to the hurt, death, and deftmc- 
tion of the royal perfon of our faid lady the 
queen. And, alfo, that iince the aforefaid firfi day 
of June, in the twenty-feventh year aforeiaid^ 
and before the date of the commiffion afore- 
faid, the aforefaid Mary, pretending a title to 
the crown of this realm 6f England, has com-* 
paffed and imagined, within this realm of Eng- 
land, divers matters tending to the hurt, death, 
and deftruftion of the royal perfon of our fore- 
reign lady the queen, contrary to the form of the 
ftatute in the commiffion aforefaid fpecified.** 
Her fen- The commiffioners foon after this ientenoe 

lence is con- 

^Slmcnr WM paffed, publiftcd a declaration, importing, 
that the faid fentence did nothing- derogate 
from James, king of Scots, in his title and ho-' 
nour; but that he was in the fameiplace,' ds*. 
gree and. right, as if the faid fen tence 'had never- 
been' pronounced. On the twenty-ninth of 
October a parliament met ; and the public of 
Ertglahd ^yrere deluded into tha rooft dread" 
ful-'apprehenfion of the confeqjaences, if the 

deatli 
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death of Mary fliould Jbe delayed. Elizabeth 4.0.1521. 

affeft<^al][x.|iii&' horrorp ofireluftance to figa 

a de((4- w^rrs^at for her fifier^queen and .confia ; 

but:ihe urtfully magnified the guilt o£ which 

ihe had ibeett. cpnvided^ and the dangers ;to 

which fliQ and the nation mUft be cxpofcd to^ 

ihould Mary efcape. She opened the parlia>*^ 

meot, by:, a commiffion; and her chancellory 

Biiomley^ in -coafequencc of her plan of diffi^* 

mulation^^ harangued the houfe of peers^wiitha 

Iqng, fuJfome), fpcech in prai&of Elizabeth, and 

:a:^yaiDting them that thje. parliament was fum- 

mpaed aot fpr moneys but to take the fknft of 

thfi membor^. concerning the execution of the 

queen of Scots, now thatifentence was pxo- 

iiQun(:edriaga^nft her. Pujckering^ one of Mary's 

mpft. bloody enemies^ being chofen fpeakeritof 

the .houf(;,Qjf commons, jo^ the ninth of ,No« 

venaberi, rthe» ttwo houfes having had prei^ious 

conf^vf^Bfj^, l%ether» Babington's letters!, ^nd 

Mary'^jifi)|il^fed anfwers^ with thei (enjbsnlce 

agjkioft'iierk^iwere read,- and' th^ fentence^was 

approved: iOf.^toth hotifes.x>:Jl^form of k^ye^a-^ 

tioa::>was» r^Kiviidior^'- and 'agreed to, ict- tbd^ 

haufa^ lof ^omB&OQS, to .peiKa^de £l,b»be{farr to ' 

put IVfaryc^ondeath; and .tiie fame was^ ,writk 

great icdemnity^ prefented^ to Elizabeth b^ the 

CMimittfie^^ of jbat h houfcs. The , petitioq ocmn 

takiSj<n.Qt^ieg^but:a duU, uofupported^ inject 

tivcir grojmdcd.tUpon the,;pnjiceedisigs tof^ilth^. 
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A. 0.1586. commlflioners againft Mary ; and the prayer of 
it was as follow^ : ** We do moft humbly be- 
feech your mod excellent majefty, that, as 
^eil iii refpeft of the continuance of the true 
rdigion, now profcffed amongft us, and of the 
fafety of your moft royal perfon and eftate, as 
in regard of the prefervation and defence of 
us, 'your moft loving, dutiful, and faithful fub- 
jefts, and the whole commonweal of this realm, 
it may pleafe your highnefs to take fjieedy or- 
der, that declaration of the fame fentcnce and 
judgment be made, and publiflied by procla- 
inatidn, and that thereupon direftion be given 
for farther proceedings againft the faid ScotCifli 
qiieen, according to the effeft and true mean- 
ing of the faid ftatute ; becaufe, iipon advifc4 
and great confultation, we cannot find, that 
there is any poffible means to provide for your 
majefty*s fafety, but by the juft and fpeedy ex- 
ecution of the faid queen ; the neglecting virhtffc- 
of may procure the heavy difpleafure and pu- 
niflimcnt of Almighty God, as by furidry fcvere 
examples of his great juftice in that behalf, 
left tii in the facred fcriptures, doth" appear. 
And if the fame be not put in ptefent execiltioni 
we, your moft loving and dutiful fubjeds, 
fliall thereby (fo far as man's reafon can reach) 
be brought into utter defpair of the continu- 
ance amongft us of the true religion of Al- 
ihighry God, and of your majefty's life, and 

the 
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the fafety of all your, fakhfijJj.Xubjp£ls^:Mdlhe A.p.iS'*. 
goode%t^ of this moft floujc^^ipg c^oijyjj^opr 
^eal." . ..,1., .,<,..,..„. ,5,,,,, 






Mai-y bw^ informed o^rl^^ P^^^^^^fi^ fi9Sr 
firming (he, fentence of.|^er,deatl^j^^wi^p,(:p^ 

following moving letter p |ifj3'a)}ct^. j^^ Y.>Vifi 

" Madam, . ,r, . ' /, Maiy'tfct. 

•* I givethankato God with all ^.ii^y, ^l^ear^tf Eiwabetju 





who, by th^ fentence , of dpath, 
plcafcd to pijt an end tQ.tjb^ tedious pi|grimagjB 
of my life. X defire n,6t that it may be pjrp- 
longed,. haying had too, long a time to try, the 
bitternefa of it» . I bc;feech , your u^jei^y, 
feicc I 9m to expQd no fav.our from fomjezeal- 
ou$ minifters of flate, who hold the firfl peaces 
in yaur councils, I may receive from yo^. on|y> 
jmd from no other, thefe following fav^iii?. 
In the firft place, I defire^ that fince it is aljQWjed 
)»e to hope for a burial in England,^ . tl^at I 

• 1 < . / I'll 

may be decently interred, according to^^h<i;rites 
and cereD?upaie$ of the catholic churchy o,f;.\jrl^ch 
-X am ar^^ember, and in. which faith all vour 
pr«deceffors , and mine livp d , and died i. , and 
wjhe^a ijEiy)^n(?;aueS; p:p fttisfied/Wjith. the fljed- 
idiiig.^f^myibl^od^.tha^:?^^^^ f^FY*???^ Wf^j^^ 

93lq^w^d : .^p j(??frry my bpne^ injtp , Frapje,^, to.be 
there.iiterF!?^, with the Jbones pfjh)? fJPj^" 
flay iHipftrJipnoured .mp^tjher. ^Secondly, I l^e- 
^cch youTfpajefty, in the; appreh^fl^fipn »;hich 
J havcfof thetyranuyofthpjfe to Vhojti? power 

you 
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A.D.X5S6. yQu abandon me, that I may not fufier in any 
private place, but in the. view of my fervanU 
and other people j who may give a te;ftiinony of 
my fiaith, and of nay obedience to, ^ the true 
churcli, and defend this period of my life, 
againft the falfe reports which my . adyeriaries 
may contrive againft me. In th^. third -^placey 
I reicjiiire, that my fervants who have attended 
on me with great fidelity ^ during- fp many; 
afHidions, may have free leave to.retwn where 
they pTeafe, and enjoy thofe fmallJegacieH 
which in my laft wiil> my poverty hath be- 
quekthed to them. I conjure you, madaoiy 
by; the blood of Jefus Chrift^ by the nearnefi: - 
of our confanguinity, by the. memory. pf.. 
Henry the feventh our common ..father, anc^, 
by the title of a queen, which I carry to my-; 
gra^e; not to deny me thofe reafbnablc d(^^; 
ma'tids, but by one word under yoiprhand, to 
grant me an affurance of them, and 1 fhalldie. ; 
as iTived, 

" ' Your moft afFeclionatc fil|;er, 

'■'^■' ■ ..MaryR-'V-;. 

EKwbeih's Elizabeth paid no regard to this moving .. 
iinimuu- letter"; but heard, with pleafure, a long^ loo&r. . 
frothy, f^eech, made by Puckering, the fpeak* 
er of the houfe of commons, to perfuade her - 
to tike off Mary's head. This fpeech haa 
beeii" preferved by Sir Simon D'£wes;<and 
it vrduld djfgrace the page of hiftory .to.in-. 

fert 
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ttrt it here. Elizabeth, in her anfwcr, z&ed a. d. 1586. 
with the moft cxquifite hypocrify ; fot >yhilo 
ihe itemed to plead for milder meafures,^ Ihci 
was fuggefting the ftrongeu reafpns me could 
invent, to juftify the fevereft. She faid, 
** tliat thongK Mary was juftly condemned,, 
yet if flie would truly repent, and no man 
would undertake her caufe, and if iny lif^ 
alone (conttcifued fhe) depended hereupon^, 
and not the fkfety and welfare of al,l, my 
people, I would, I proteft, unfeignedly, vili . 
lingly, and readily pardon her. Nay, if Epff-, 
land might, by my death, phtain a mpre \ 
flourifhing condition, and a better prince,, l^. 
would moft gladly lay down my life ; fpr» 
for your fakes it is, and for my people'?,, , 
that I defire to live.'' Elizabeth even pro-., 
ceeded to that pitch of diflimulatlpn,^^ as > 

X 

to pretend, that the aft upon which Mary,.., 
was tried and condemned was made for he? ., 
benefit, in order to put her upon her guard 
not to be guilty of any attempt upon her 
(Elizabeth'^) life. She added, « that fhe hzidk 
decfiiied to tome to that parliament, not v.! 
through fe^ of being aflaffinated, but^'left ,., 
theineiitiPh of Mary's praftices might. £n<* ,v 
creafe her'ttoiitle; but (continued fee, witl> , 
matchleft- 'arti3 I will now tell you a farther..,, 
fecrct(th6ti^h itb6 not ufual for me to Wab, 
forth^ in titheir Cafes what I know). It is not 

long 
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A. a 1586b long fincc thefe eyes of mine faw and read 
an oath» i9(^herein fome were bound to . kiQ' 
me within a month. Hereby I fee your 
danger in my perfon, which I will be very 
careful to prevent." She then puts him in 
mind of their aflbciationy intimating, that 
whatever tendernefs ihe might exprefs, yet^ 
that their engagements would not fuffer them 
to ftop ihort of Mary's blood ; and condudes 
with irrefolution how to proceed, and a 
prayer, that God would enlighten her fo as to 
proceed for the beft. 

This diffimulation anfwered all the ends that 
Elizabeth propofed ; for when the commons . 
returned to their houfe, they now more than 
ever determined upon the execution of Mary, 
Elizabeth ordered Hat ton to iignify that ihe 
would be glad if any milder meafure could 
be found out to proceed againft Mary than 
taking her life. This pafTed unanimoully in 
the negative; and a conference was held be- 
tween Che committees of both houfes. The. 
lords were far from being fo clear as the com- 
mons were as to the neceility of Mary's exe- 
cution, and warm debates paiTed upon the. 
fubjecl ; but the dread of Elizabeth's difplea-: 
fure over-ruled all other confiderations ; and' 
when the fpeaker refumed the chair, it was re- 
folved, without a contradiAory note, to peti* 
tion Elizabeth that Mary ihould be put to. 
death. 
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Crofts the comptroller, and I^nolles the trea- A.p.i^sfi, 
furer of the houfhold, next moved' that^'ttib 
houfe fliould gQ to prayers^ tO irrtplor& Geld 
that he vyould^put it into'T^fizabfeth^s Hifcafrt^fo 
xriurder Mary,' by ordering het head to fee Ifttt 
off; and if 1 flibuld feem to deviate irom^'thib 
gravity of'hiuory, the. reader will find in'thfc 
note an extra^ of D'Ewe's Jdut-nal^, by whicli 
It. appears that the houfe w^te enjoined to *ufe 
at private form of prayer for the fame pions 
jpurpofe. But ftill it appears, that, in the con- 
ferences, TVlary^s friends had urged fome -ftie- 
thqds for reftraining her from doing any pferd- 
dice to Elizabeth : and tTie commons feemed to 

be apprehcnfive, left, at tiieir next appKca- 

• ../■' ". ' ■>. .. i- . 

■ • ■ » ■ . 

. "' *'* Mr. Compindller fli coring his fqll affent and good liking 
4^the faidcQ]»cluiion, touching the profecution of the faid pf ^ 
ti(ion only, uud of none other coiufe at all^ a$ well in his fdrmir 
^Ujtery tberfcoTupon treaty of the faid caufe, as now at this 
jfFolbnt,. decided -i^'tl^r, that he thinketh himfelf to have bee/i 
in foiQ^ of his late former fpeeches in that matter miftaken and 
ilifcdiicy vfedC by- iome of this hoiifb, rather of ignoranctt < in 
tbqm.Cfa^thioK/eth), thanrof any evil difpofition and .puipqii^s 
aifd fo affirming earned and devout prayer to God, fd incline 
lMir*majeflySH(i"i^rt to the petition -of thiis* houfe a9 a thing nwdi 
]nippFt>9gj l^nif^fh that fome apt and, ipeqal courfe of pra^or 
to that end might be deviled and fet down by fome of this houfe, 
aaS'beTiWoAI^ Atercifed here in tliJs hdtiTe every day, btst c^kfo 
l»y«ll;tlieni^m^f^iof thift houfe elfewh^^e abro^d^ and alfo^pn* 
vately in tneir chsunbeVs and lodgings. 

**'lit. TriaAi'rtf Hking well th6 miotiori and good meanj[ngjof 
Mr? Coipptrplkrjstpqching prayer tp.be exerc^fed as befor^, 
fliewed, that fit prayers for that purpofe/ and extant in pnni, 
ilreidy ufti'hr this houfe, aAd C6 may alfo bo by^thc mfcm- 



arc llreaidy 

bei9.pf the fii|»erprrr^ply by jtbemftlvef , aiiddath willing, wi(h 

the fame to be lb. executed accgi?dingly." PEwe's Journal, p. 

404. 

Vol. VIII. D d .i.Uon 
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A. D. 1586. tion to Elizabeth, flie might urge fome of thofe 
methods. To provide againft that, a com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up anfwers to 
them all ; and on the twenty-third of Novem- 
ber they were repeated in the houfe by the fo- 
lici tor-general. " He proved, fays the jour- 
nal, by invincible reafons, that neither by ex- 
pectation of reformation in the difpofition of 
the Scotch lady, if the queen's majefty fliould 
fpare her life, nor yet by fafer or flrongcr 
guarding of her perfon, nor by her promifc 
upon word or oath, nor by the hoflages of 
other princes, her allies, nor by her banifh- 
ment, nor by the revocation of the pope-'s 
bull, nor yet by the bonds or word of a prince, 
or of any or all the princes her allies, nor by 
any other way or means whatfoever, othet 
than by the fpeedy execution unto death of 
tlie faid Scottifli queen, the fafety or continu- 
ance of the true religion, of the moft royal 
perfon of the queen's majefty, and of the 
peaceable ftate of this realm, can in any ways 
be provided for and eftabliflicd." After this 
fpeech, Mr. Knivct, a member, offered a 
writing concerning the queen of Scots, pro- 
bably in her favour; but the courtiers pre- 
vailed on the houfe not to receive it. In fhort, 
the fate of Mary was determined ; and both 
houfes attended Elizabeth, to let her know 
that they could think of no other way to favc 
her and her people from deftrudion, but by 

putting 
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putting Mary to death. Elizabeth's anfwcr, a. d. 1586. 
which I think has iappeared in none of our 
hiftorians, was of a piece with the reft of her 
conduft, and is fo remarkable, that I will give 
it a place here : ** If (faid flie) I fliould fay 
unto you, that I mean not to grant your pe- 
tition, by my faith I (hould fay unto you 
more than, perhaps, I mean. And if I fliould 
fay unto you, that I mean to grant your peti- 
tion, I fliould then tell you more than is fit 
for you to know. And thus I muft deliver 
you an anfwer anfwerlefs." 

On the fecond of December the parliament J^««» «>oh 

* ^ in the af- 

was adjourned to the fifteenth of February, in f»»w of hit 

mother* 

confequence of a refolution taken by Elizabeth 
to put Mary to death in the intermediate time ; 
but the proceedings of James in Scotland, as 
well as of Mary's friends in France, gave her 
great difquiet Fontenay, the French agent, 
was ftill in Scotland, and feems to have been 
a fincere, zealous, friend to Mary. He thought, 
that by refuming the project, to which James 
had agreed, of aflbciating her with himfelf in 
the government, that her life might ftill be 
faved* He prefented the articles of aflbciation 
to James, who feemed perplexed how to pro- 
ceed, but with an apparent indifference as to 
his mother^s life or fafety. Decency, however, 
obliged James to diflemble, and to give Fon- 
tenay vague undetermined anfwers to every 
bead of his negotiation, as the reader may per^ 

D d 2 ceive 
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A.D.is«6. celve from the paper which he tranfmitted to 
54a' "'^' Mary, and which is publifhed. It is curious, 
but long ; and Fontenay himfelf fays that he 
wrote it contrary to Mary's orders, who bad 
forbidden him to correfpond with her any 
more by letters ; fearing, I fuppofe, they might 
be intercepted. The matter, notwithftanding, 
was of fuch importance, that he ventured to 
tranfgrefs her commands. Though Fontenay 
difguifes the bafe tcrgtverfation of James in 
this difpatch; and fays, that had the duke of 
Lenox filled the place of the earl of Arran, 
James would have acted and fpoken in a dif- 
ferent manner, yet it is cafy to fee a bad heart 
through the whole proceeding ; nor can I be- 
lieve that he was then fincere in his endeayoilrs 
to fave his mother's life. 
He fend! His Continuing fo infamous a wretch as 

fadorrTo*" Archibald Douglas in his employment of refi- 
Engund. ^^^^ ^^ ^Yie Englifh court, contrary to the fenfe 
of all Mary's true friends, fuificiently proves 
his duplicity. Finding his great nobility cxaf- 
perated to the laft degree at his Inaftivity, and 
calling out to be led to the field againft the 
mur-derers of their queen, he ordered Doug- 
las to remonftrate more peremptorily than ever 
with Elizabeth. Tlie latter had too good in* 
telligence not to know that James was, in a 
manner, forced to make ufe of thofe appear- 
jtnces; and fhe put Douglas off with evafive 
anfwers, tvcn by his own fuggeftions. James 

finding 
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finding the ncccffity of fufpcnding the ^•P-»5*** 
agency of Douglas^ named an iniignificant 
young courtier^ one Keith, to join him at the 
Englifh court. Keith feems to have been in 
earned ; and demanded of Elizabeth a refpite 
of Mary's execution ; which being refufcd, he 
prefented her with a letter from James, which 
fell little ftiort of a declaration of war, in cafe 
fhe fliould put his mother to death. Elizabeth 
treated this letter, as coming from a peniioner, 
with the utmoft indignation ; and ihe flew out 
in a paffion againft Keith, which her courtiers 
had fome difficulty to pacify. 

Keith very honeftly informed JamQ3 bow in- 
effeftual his application had been ; and James 
nominated the earl of Bothwell and the mas- 
ter of Gray to be his embafladors. Bothwell 
would have willingly accepted of the commif- 
iion ; but Elizabeth refufed to receive him in 
a public charafter, on pretence of his having 
been guilty of fome hoftilities upon the bor- 
ders in time of peace. I cannot difcover the 
reafon why James did not appoint another no- ^ 

bleman to be his embaflador. Inflead of that, 
he continued tlie mafter of Gray, and joined 
with him Sir Robert Melvil, (brother to the 
fuppofed author of the Memoirs) a worthy 
well-meaning gentleman, but without weight 
or dignity to execute fuch a commiffion. I 
perceive from the State Papers, that Douglas 
gs well as Keith was flill continued reiident^ 

or, 
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A. D. 13I5. Qr, as he is called, embafiador for James ; fo 
that the latter had at this time no fewer than 
four embaffadors at the court of England. 
Mary gave herfelf over for loft when flie heard 
of Gray's appointment, but £he could have no 
remedy ; and as foon as Elizabeth found that 
he was employed by James, and that he would 
deliver to her a mild fuppliant letter from his 
mafter, fhe told Keith that Ihe would refpite 
Mary^s execution till his arrival. Gray being 
intrufled with the whole negotiation, (for 
Melvil's name had been inferted only for 
form's fake) a£led his fcene of diifimulation 
vnth great addrefs. 
Theiratt- I" ^^e fiift audicncc Elizabeth treated him 
EhtlbJih. ^^^ ^^^ colleagues with fuch contempt, that 
they did not think proper to proceed to bufi- 
nefs. In his fecond, he demanded to know of 
Elizabeth whether Mary was ftill alive. Eliza* 
beth anfwered that flie was ; but with this 
very remarkable addition, (the meaning of 
which I fliall have occafion to explain) " that 
fhe would not promife fhe Ihould be fo for an 
hour," The embaffadors then propofed that 
James fhould fend fome of his chief nobility 
as hoftages, that no attempt fhould be made to 
Elizabeth's prejudice by Maiy, if her life was 
fpared, or fhe herfelf fent into Scotland, Eli* 
zabeth deigned to regard this propofal fo far, 
as to repeat it to the earls of Oxford and Lei* 
cefter, and the lord Efiingham ] but fhe urged 

to 
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to them, at the fame time, the very reafons a.d,i5S«. 
that had been given by her parliament tvhy 
Mary's life fliould not be fpared. Gray then 
propofed that Mary ihould rcfign to her fon all 
her rightto the crown of England. Elizabeth 
readily anfwered that Mary had no right, be- 
ing incapable of fucceflion. After fomc other 
propofitions of guaranteefliip for Mary's re- 
fignation, Leicefter faid, that the fum total of 
Gray's inftruftions was, that James fhould be 
in Mary's place. •* Is it fo, replied Elizabeth ? 
then I put myfelf in worfe cafe than before : 
by God's paffion, that were to cut mine own 
throat. He ihalj never come in that place, and 
be party to me. Well, added flie, tell your 
king what I have done for him, to keep the 
crown on his head fince he was bom, and 
that, for my part, I mean to keep the league 
that is betwixt us, which if he break it (hall 
be a double fault." Elizabeth then flung out 
of the room ; and when Mclvil followed her 
to beg, in the mioft earneft manner, a refpite 
of Mary's execution for eight days, her an- 
fwer was, *' net for an hour.*' 

Elizabeth's fecret intention was to put Mary 
to death privately, to deliver herfelf from the 
odium of figning her fentence. Leicefter, who 
had now returned to England, fuggefted this 
expedient to her by recommending an apothe- 
cary inftead of a hangman to be her execu- 
tioner. Camden pretends that Walfingham 

oppofed 
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A. D. 15S6. oppofed thili infernal fuggeftion ; but thi^ is 1 
frefh proof how lanoe that hiftonan's infonm* 
tion was in every thing relating to Mary, as ap- 
pears by the following letters. 
" After our hearty commendations, wc find, 

SiTSigHA' ^y a fpeech lately made by her majefty, that ihf 

t^irde? ^^^^ "^^^ ^^ y^^ ^^^^ * ^^^^ ^^ ^^*t care and 
'**'^ zeal for her fervice, that fhe looketh for at your 

hands, in that you have not, in all this time, 
(of yourfelves, without other provocation) 
found out fome way to fliorten the life of the 
Scots queen, confidering the great peril flic is 
hourly fubject to, fo long as the faid queen 
fhould live ; wherein, befides a kind of lack of 
love towards her, (he wonders greatly, that you 
have not that care of your own particular fefc- 
ties J or rather, the prefervation of religion, and 
the public good and profperity of your coun- 
try, that reafon and policy commandeth ; eipe- 
cially having fo good a warrant and ground 
for the fatisfaftion of your confciences towards 
God, and the difcharge of your credit and re- 
putation towards the world, as the oath of affo- 
ciation, which you have folemnly taken and 
vowed J efpecially the matter, wherewith fh% 
ftandeth charged, being fo clearly and mani- 
feftly proved againfther; and therefore, (he 
taketh it moft unkindly, that men, profefiing 
that love towards her that you do, fliould, in 
a kind of fort, for lack of the difcharge of your 
duties, caft the burthen upon her ; knowing. 

as 
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as you do, her indifpofition to ftied blood, efpe* A.p.is^ 
cially of one of that {ex and quality, and £o near 
to her in blood as the queen is. Thefc refpeds, 
we find, do greatly trouble her majefty, who, 
we affure you, hath fundry times protefted, 
that if the regard of the danger of her good 
fubje£)^s, and faithful fervants, did not more 
move her than her own peril, fhc would never 
bexlrawn to aflent to the (bedding of her blood« 
We thought it meet to acquaint you with thefe 
^^ches lately palled from her majefty, refer- 
ring the fame to your good judgments ; and 
fo we commit you to the ptoteAion of the Al- 
mighty. 

Your moft affured friends, 

Franps Walfingham, Will.Davifon." 

The anfwer was as follows : 

M Sir, your letters of yefterday coming to f*"]*^^'* 
my hands this prefent day, at five p. m. I would 
not fail, according to your directions, to return 
my anfwer wi,th all poffible fpeed ; which I fliall 
deliver unto you with great grief and bitter- 
nefs of mind, in that I am fo unhappy, as liv- 
ing to fee this unhappy day, in which I am re- 
quired, by direftion from my moft gracious 
fovereigu, to do an act which God and the law 
forbiddeth. My goods and life are at her rila- 
jefty's difpofition, and I am ready to lofe them 
the next morrow, if it fliall pleafe her ; ac* 
knowledging, that I do hold them as of her 
mere and moft gracious favour; and do not 

Vol, VIIL E e defiga ' 
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A. D. 1586. defign to enjoy them, but with her highnefs's 
good liking. But God forbid I Ihould make fo 
foul a fhip-wreck of my confcience, or leave fa 
great a blot to my poor pofterity, and Ihed blood 
without law or warrant; trufting, that her 
majefty, out of her accuftomed clemency^ and 
the rather by your good mediation, will take 
this my anfwer in good part, as proceeding from 
one who never will be inferior to any chrifiian 
fubjeft living, in honour, love, and obedience, 
towards his fovereign : and thus I commit yoa 
to the mercy of the Almighty. 

Your moft affured, pooi; friend, 

A. Paulet** 
Elizabeth- I ihall not offer to make any comment upon 
fLcVt^he thofe letters, which afford fuch firiking evir 
bleSdorT" dences of the bloody and barbarous difpofition 
of Elizabeth's two fecretaries. The court of 
France, during the recefs of patlianient, had 
nominated Fompone de Believre as embafladar 
extraordinary to Elizabeth ; and jill that L'Au- 
befpine, the other French embaffador, could ^b* 
' tain from her, was a refpite of Mary's execution 

till flie Ihould hear what Believre had to pro- 
pofe. Upon that embaffador's arrival^ he ad* 
dreffed Elizabeth in two fpeeches, which have 
been tranfmitted by Du Chefne, a contempo* 
rary French hiftorian, which I believe are ge- 
nuine, and do great honour both to his under* 
ftanding and his courage. The purport of both 
fpeeches was tp fliow, that Mary being an in- 
dependent 
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de(>endent princefs^ could not be fubje6): to be a.d« 15S7, 
tried by Elizabeth, and that no parallel of her 
cafe could be found in all hiftory. He at the 
fame -time (hewed how very little applicable to 
her fituation the cafe of Copradin king of Sicily 
was, when he was fentenced to death by Charles 
of Anjou, brother to St. Lewis of France. The 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons had, with 
equal virulence and ignorance, mentioned that 
prince's hiftory, as ajuftificationof Elizabeth^s 
proceedings againft Mary. Elizabeth heard 
thofe fpeeches with great attention ; but inftead 
of anfwering Believrc's reafoning, flie endeavour- 
ed to prepofiefs him againft Mary, by informing 
him, that ihe had made the king of Spain her heir 
to the crown of England. She added, that as the 
heavens did not contain two funs, fo neither 
could England contain two queens or two |*e^ 
ligions : that flie had recommended to her par- 
liament CO find out ibme method lefs fevere 
than Mary's death to feciire her own life ; but 
that as no fuch method had been propofed, 
execution muft be done. 

BclieVre tr^nfmitted an account of his audi- Tieti^ciy 

, , of Grsiy. 

cncc to his court, and he was inftrucled to repeat 
hisTemonftrances^ but all was to no purpofe; 
for Elizabeth anfwered him by ripping up all 
the infamous falfehoods that had been' invented 
by Salary's enemies to defame her. iShe con- 
cluded her difcourfe by obferving, that as Mary 
was in England, and under the protecUon of 

£ e a its 
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A.D»r^7. its laws, it was reafonable {he &oold be tried 
by them ; and being found guilty, it WM ne- 
ccffary flie fhould die. After this, Elizabeth 
thought only of putting the fentence againft 
Mary into execution, and of affcAing the 
greateft reluctance for the part &e was obliged 
to aft. She was often difcovered in deep reve- 
ries, and repeating the words ** Aut fer aiut fcri; 
ne feriare feri ;" which ihe no doubt borrowed 
from the jingling wit of thofe times. Thofe 
were only outward appearances ; for Gray not 
6nly informed her of the timid unfteady difpo- 
fition of James, but privately gave her addi- 
tional arguments for putting Mary to death; 
undertaking, at the rifk of his own head, that 
James fliould be pacified. Her favourite, Lei- 
cefter, had even the effrontery to write James a 
letter to convince him how unreafonable it was 
for him to interpofe in favour of his mother, or 
to be angry with Elizabeth for putting her to 
death. Secretary Walfingham in like matmer 
wrote to Maitland, informing him, ** that it 
was wondered by all wife and religious men in 
England, that the king fliould be fo eameft in 
the caufe of his mother, feeing all the papifts 
in Europe, that aflfecled the change of religion 
in both realms, did build their hopes altogether 
upon her ; and that fhe had fliewed herfelf fe 
paflionate in point of religion, as fhe had tranf^ 
ferred her pretended right to both the crown* 
unto the king of Spain^ in cafe her fon flionld 
perfifl in his profeflion/* 
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The letter of the two Englifii fecretaries to a.dis«7- 
Paulet fuffiGiently accounts why Elizabeth faid Mary»i 
Ihe could not promife that Mary fhould live for nounce^ t* 
zn hour. Sliic was at this time under a noifome ^* 
reftraint, in a damp prifon, which added to the 
infirmities flie had contracted by her confine- 
ment. Her jailor, Paulet, had not only (as wc 
have already fcen) robbed -her of her money, 
but had ftripped her of all the few remaining 
ornaments of regal dignity, which Mary had 
retained about her perfon; and he even refafed 
to treat her with common civility, for he gepe- 
^ally accofted her with his cap upon his head. 
In Ihort, no mark of humiliation or difgrace 
was omitted to mortify the unhappy prince& 
The fentence of her death was publifhed thro* 
London with great parade ; and left Elizabeth's 
refolution fhould fail. Gray often put her in 
^mind that dead perfons do not bite. The lord 
Buckhuiil, and Beal, clerk of the council, were 
fcnt to announce to Mary the fatal tidings that 
ihe was to die by the hand of an executioner^ 
Mary heard her doo^i with amazing refolution, 
and triumphed in the thought that flie was to 
£all 4 vidim for her religion. She requefted to 
ftave a prieft of her own perfuafion to prepare 
Jier for death ; and when that favour was in- 
humanly denied to her, &e obferved, that it 
♦fcs no wonder if th^ Englifli, who had fo of tea 
put their own kitigs to death, fhould thirft for 

k«r blood, which tht^y had tranfmitted to her. 

No^ 
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A.D.i5«y. Nothing was now wanting to the cataftrophe. 
wfcaUriik« of Mary's e:cecution, but to imprefs the people 
England. of England with notions of their danger, if her 
life fliould be fpared. A frefll lie was invented 
and circulated every hour. Sometimes it was 
rumoured that the Scots had broken into Eng- 
land with fire and fword ; fometimes tha^ the 
duke of Guife had landed in SufTe;^ with an anny 
of French ; that the Spaniards had taken poiTeflion 
of Milford Haven; and that the Roman catholics 
in the north of England were in arms. A plot 
to afTafilnate Elizabeth was not wanting on the 
occafion. L'Aubefpine the French ambafladori 
and his fccretary Du Trappes, were accufed by- 
one Mr. Staffordi a young gentleman, brother 
to the Englifh ambaflador in France, of tam- 
pering with him and a ruffian, one Moody, 
for murdering Elizabeth. Du Trappes was 
apprehended, and examined before a committee 
of the council. L'Aubefpine appeared before 
the faipe committee, but not in cuftody ; and 
he was told that Stafford, Moody, and Du 
Trappes, had confeffed the confpiracy. This 
made no impreflion upon L'Aubefpine, who not 
only denied the charge, but when he was con^ 
fronted with Stafford, declared that he had 
been at great pains to diffuade the latter from 
murdering Elizabeth ; and that had it not been 
for the regard he bore to his family, he would 
have delivered him up bound hand and foot 
to her juftice. As tQ Moody ^ liis examination 

leaded 
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tended to confirm what L'Aubefpine had faid, A.i).i5*7t 
and to lay the blame upon Stafford ; nor was 
Moody produced to confront either the one or 
the other. Upon the whole, the charge was 
ridiculous j for Moody, who was to have been 
the ailaflin, was, during the whole time, a 
dofe prifoner in Newgate. Burleigh obfervedf 
that L'Aubefpine, by his own confeflion, wa^ 
guilty of concealing Stafford's intended trea- 
fon ; but the embaffador maintained that he 
was bound to difclofe it to none but his own 
mailer ; and in/ifted, in very high terms, upon 
the privileges due to his charader. I find no 
farther charge brought againft him; but the 
alledged plot, falfe and frivolous as it was, 
anfwered all the purpofes of the inventors, 
by. alarming the public with farther apprehen- 
fions of £lizabeth'& danger ; and nothing was 
now he^rd of from the pulpit, and in all pub- 
lic affemblies,' but rpifons drawn and tortured 
from facr^d and profane hiftory, why Mary 
oXight to die. 

' £3izabeth was ilill willing that Mary ihould Herdeat 
be privately murdered. She called Paulet " a cJUSl* 
dainty precife fellow, who promifed every 
thing, but performed nothing," for declining 
the infernal office ; and-in a private conference 
ihe had with Davifon, flie propofed one Wing* 
field to execute the murder. Davifon ob- 
jefted to the danger, as well as the infamy, 
tjfzt mufl attend fijch a proceeding ; and Eliza- 
beth 
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A.DJ1SS7. bcth gave him an order for drawing up a wbp^ 
rant, which (he was to fign, for Mary's exeim* 
tion* After ihe had figped it, ihe had the in- 
humanity to jeft with Davifon when flic deli- 
vered it. " Go, faid file, and tell Walfing- 
ham what I have done ; though I am afraid, 
poor foul, he will die with grief when he hears 
it." The warrant paffed the feals that very 
night, Elizabeth having given orders that hcf 
privy-counfellors fliould take care of the ex- 
ecution without giving her farther trouble. 
The warrant being produced to the privy- 
council, Beal was ordered to provide proper 
executioners, and the earls of Kent, Shrewf- 
bury, Derby, and Cumberland, were appointed 
to fee the execution performed,^ afiifted by An* 
drews the high-flierifF of the county; but I 
perceive the two former earls only attended. 
shcpreparet Ou the evening of the fixth of February, 
aecution. or as fomc fay the feventh, the two earls, at- 
tended by Mary's two keepers, acquainted her 
that fhe was to die on the eighth, in confc* 
quence of the warrant for her execution, which 
they read in her hearing. Mary behaved with 
her ufualcalmnefs and chearful refignatioB, 
without the leaft emotion in her looks, words* 
or geftures. She confeffed that (he did hot 
think of dying fo foon ; but flie faid ** that 
death was welcome to her, fince her majeftj 
woulid have it fo ; and that foul is unworthy 
of the fruition of the joys of heaven for ever, 

whoij: 
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whofe body in this world would not be con* a^d^isS/. 
tent to endure the ftroke of the executioner 
for a moment." She defired that her confef- 
for fhould be allowed accefs to her to confer , 

with her about the (late of her foul ; but this . 
requeft was again barbaroufly denied her. 
" No, no, madam, (replied the earl of Kent) 
you muft die, you muft die, and we cannot 
grant longer delay, nor your confeffor ; but we 
Ihall fend you the dean of Peterborough. Your 
life is the death of our religion, and your 
death will be its life." Mary then demanded 
to confiilt with her fteward, Melvil, about her 
worldly affairs, and that favour feems to have 
been granted. Before the earls departed, lay- 
ing her hand upon a bible, which was near 
her, £he folemnly declared, croffing herfelf in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, that fhe was innocent, notwith- 
fianding all the confeillons faid to have been 
made by Nau and Curl, of all concern in Ba- 
bington's confpiracy to murder Elizabeth. 

Mary having rejected the offer made her of 
being attended in her laft moments by the 
dean of Peterborough, the two earls left her ; 
and after a fparing fupper, with her ufual 
coinpofure, 0ie called for a glafs of wine, and 
drank to her attendants, who were diffolved 
in tears round her perfon, ordering each of 
them to pledge her ; which they did on their 
knees, while Ihe gave them all the confolation 

Vol. VUL F f that 
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A. 0.1587. that it was in her power to adminifter. She 
next read over her teftament, with the inven- 
tory of her goods and moveables, and wrote 
on them the names of thofe to whom Ihe ap- 
pointed them ; and the gold and filvcr * that 
ihe had, fhe put in different purfes, according 
to the number of her fervants, and according 
to their merits and qualities, and diftributed it 
amongft them. Then fhe called for pen, ink, 
and paper, and wrote to her fon, the king of 
France, the Guifes, and a letter to her confef- 
for, to pray to God for her. She obferved to 
her attendants, that by what fell from the earl 
of Kent, it appeared that fhe died for religion, 
and not for the treafon for which fhe had been 
condemned. She then retired to refl ; and af- 
ter fleeping foundly for fome hours, fhe betook 
herfelf to her devotions, flill exhorting her 
fervants to patience and refignation, after her 
firfl devotions were linifhed, and while they 
were dreffing her for the fatal folemnity. 
Her drefs Bctwccn ciglit and nine in the morning the 
our. high fherifF found her at her prayers, when he 

announced to her that her hour was come. As 
thefmalleft circumflance relating to Mary on this 
mournful occafion mufl be interefling to every 
reader of fenfibility, I fhall here infert a nar- 

• Her being now pofTefled of money might have been owing to 
part of that which had been taken from her being reftored ; or 
(which is more probable) ihe might have received a frefli ftipply 
from the French embaflador, who I perceive had a large ium be« 
longing to her in his hands^ at the time (he was robbed by Paulet> 

rativc 
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rative of her drefi and behaviour, which was A.D.15S7. 
drawn up by Burleigh's orders, and agrees al- 
moft exaftly with the other accounts that have 
come to our hands. « She appeared (fays the 
writer) on the day appointed ; being tall of 
body, corpulent, round-fhouldered ; her face 
fat and broad, double-chinM and hazle-eyed, 
her borrowed hair brown. Her attire was ; 
flie had on her head a drefling of lawn, edged 
with bonlace, a pomander chain, and an Ag- 
nus Dei about her neck; a crucifix in her 
hand, and a pair of beads at her girdle, with 
a golden crofs at the end of them ; a veil of 
lawn faftened to her caul, bowed out with 
wire, and edged round about with bonlace; 
her gown was of black fattin printed, with a 
train, and long fleeves to the ground, fet with 
acorn buttons of jett, trimmed with pearl, 
and Ihort ileeves of black cut fattin, with a 
pair of fleeves of purple-velvet, whole; un- 
der them her kirtle, whole, of figured black 
fattin; her petticoat, upper-body unlaced in 
the back, of crimfon fattin, and her petticoat- 
ikirts of crimfon velvet ; her flioes of Spanifli 
leather, with the rough fide outwards, a pair 
of green filk garters ; her nether ftockings 
worftcd coloured, watched and clack'd with 
fiivcr, and edged on the top with filver ; and 
next her leg a pair of Jerfey hofe white. Thus 
attired, (he went chearfully to the place of ex- 
ecution, being gently fupported by two of Sir 

F f 2 An^i^s 
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A. D. 1587. Amias Paulet's chief gentlemen; Mr. Andrews 
the high fheriflF going before her. She was 
met at the Great Hall by the two earls and all 
the reft;' 

Such was the habit of Mary as defcribed by 
an eye-witnefs ; but it is impofBble to do juf- 
tice to the ferenity and magnanimity of her 
behaviour. When flie came to the porch of 
the hall where the fcaffold, on which flie was 
to die, was crefted, her faithful fervant Mel- 
vil, for whom Ihe had a particular regard, 
threw himfelf at her feet in tears, and utter- 
ed the moft paffionate expreffions of forrow 
and heavinefs. When he could not proceed 
for weeping, "My good fervant, (fays Mary, 
I ufe her own words as near as they can be rc- 
coUeded) ccafe to lament ; for thou hafl: caufc 
rather to rejoice than mourn ; for now thou 
llialt fee Mary Stuart's troubles receive their 
long expecled end; for know, my good fer- 
vant, that all the world is but vanity, and fub- 
jeft ftill to more forrow than an ocean of 
tears can bewail : but I pray thee, carry this 
mefl'age from me, that I do die a true woman 
to my religion, and like a woman of Scotland 
and France. But God forgive them that have 
long defired my life, and thirfted for my 
blood, as the hart doth for the water-brooks. 
O God ! thou who art the author of truth, 
and truth itfelf, knows the inward chamber of 
my thoughts, how that I was ever willing that 

Scotland 
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Scotland and England ihould be united toge- a. 0.1587. 
ther. Hitherto, continued (he to Melvil, thou 
haft ferved me faithfully ; and howbeit I take 
thee to be in religion a proteftant, and I myfelf 
am a catholic, yet feeing there is but one Chrift, 
I charge thee, upon thine account to him, that 
thou carry thefe my laft words to my fon, and 
fliew that I pray him to ferve God, to defend 
the catholic church, and govern his kingdom in 
peace, and never to put himfelf in the power of 
another, as I have done. Certify him, that I 
have done nothing prejudicial to the crown of 
Scotland,^ and will him to keep friendfliip 
with the queen of England ; and ferve thou him 
faithfully." 

Upon the mention of her fon flie dropt fome ^^^ 
tears ; and bidding Melvil, to whom Ihe ftretch- 
cd forth her hand, a tender adieu, flie ad- 
dreffed herfelf to the two earlg, defiring that Sir 
Amias Faulet might pay out of her money a 
fum which he knew fhe owed to Curl ; a requeft 
the more generous, as ihe had no reafon to be 
fatisfied with Curl's behaviour. She ** next de- 
fired that her attendants might have, and 
enjoy with quietnefs, what fhe had given them 
by her will and teftament; that they might be 
favourably treated, and fent fafely to their ref- 
pedive countries ; and laftly, that lier poor fer- 
vants might be permitted to be prefent at her 

• This is not in the MSS fent to Burleigh, but both Spotf- 
Vrood and Camden have it. 

death ; 
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A. D. 1587. death ; that their eyes might behold^ and their 
hearts be witnefles, how patiently their queen 
and miilrefs fhould endure her execution^ that 
thereby they might be able to make a relation, 
when they came to their own countries, how 
ihe died a true conftant catholic to her religion.'' 
lya. The earl of Kent ftrongly oppofed granting 

her requefts, particularly with regard to her 
fervants. He told her, " that if that were 
granted, either by their fpeeches or pra6Hce, 
they might do things that were not fitting for 
them to allow, if it were no more than the fu- 
perftitious trumpery of dipping their handker- 
chiefs in her blood/' To which flbc replied ; 
** My lord, I will give my word (although it be 
but dead) that they ihall not deferve any blame 
in any of the actions you have named ; but alas ! 
poor fouls, it would do them good to bid their 
miftrefs farewell : and I hope your miftrefi^ 
being a maiden-queen, will vouchfafe in regard 
of womanhood, that I fhould have fomeof my 
own people about me at my death : and I know 
her majefty hath not given you any fuch ftrift 
command, but that you might grant me a re- 
queft of a far greater courtefy than this, though 
I were a woman of a far meaner ftation than 
the queen of Scotland is." And perceiving 
that fhe was not like to obtain it, fhe burft forth 
in tears, faying, •* I am coufin to your queen', 
and defcended from your blood royal Henry the 
feventh, and a married queen of France, and aa 
anointed queen of Scotland.'* 
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After fomc cpnfultation, the lords agreed a, 0.1587. 
that Mary might name fome of her fervants to ^*'^^*" 
attend her on the fcaflfold, and to take care of «"^»®^ 
her body. She pitched upon her fteward Mel- 
yil, her own phyfician, her furgeon, her apo- 
thecary, and another old man, and two ladies 
who ufed always to lie with her in the fame 
chamber. She then entered the great hall ; her 
train was born by Melvil, and flie was preced- 
ed by the two earls, the Iheriff, the knights 
and gentlemen prefent. The fcaflfold was about 
two feet high, and twelve broad, furrounded 
with rails, and covered with black. She mount- 
ed it with unparalleled ferenity of countenance, 
and placed herfelf in a low chair, while Beal 
read aloud Elizabeth's warrant for the execu- 
tion. She heard it without attention or emo- 
tion, but ftill retained the ferenity of her coun- 
tenance. The dean of Peterborough then being 
placed without the rails of the fcaffbld, and 
Handing diredly before her, made a humble 
reverence to her, and began in a long difcourfe 
to prepare her for death, exhorting her, among 
other things, to change her religion. To this 
ihe anfwered, ** Mr. dean, do not trouble your- 
felf for me ; for know that I am fettled in the 
ancient catholic and Roman faith, in defence of 
which, by God's grace, I mean to fpend my 
blood.*^ Notwithftanding this check, the lords 
ctrdered the dean to proceed ; but Mary agaia 
interrupted him, and when he began to pray 

for 
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A. D, 1587. for her in Englifii, flie prayed aloud in Latin. 
When the dean, tired out with her refolution» 
defifted from praying, (he kneeled and prayed 
. in Englilh for the church, Elizabeth, and her 
fon. Then holding up the crucifix, which flic 
had in her hand, ihe faid, " That flie hoped to 
be faved in, and by the blood of Jefus Chrift, 
at the foot of whofe crucifix flie would flied 
her blood." After prayer, flie kifled the cru- 
cifix j and figning herfelf with the crofs, flic 
faid, " Even as thy arms, Jefus Chrift, was fpread 
upon the crofs, fo receive me, I befeech thee, 
in the arms of thy mercy, and forgive nje all 

my fins." 

Perceiving her maids ftill fliedding tears, and 

exclaiming in all the anguifli of affedion, flie 
again exhorted them to defift, faying, that flie 
had pafled her word for them ;* and after fign- 
ing them with the crofs, flie tenderly embraced 
them, and with a fmile bade them farewell. 
While they were undrefling her to prepare her 
for the block, the two executioners Offered tEeir 
afliftance; but Mary commanded them to ftand 
off, faying to the fpectators, " That it was a. 
new fpeftacle to behold a queen brought to die 
upon a fcafibld ; and that flie ufed not to be un- 
drefl before fo great a company, and to have 
two hangmen to attend her for her grooms of 
the bed-chamber : but (fays flie) we muft fub- 
mit to what Heaven is pleafed to have done,, 
and obey the decrees of the divine Providence.** 

Her 
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Her gou^B and doublet being taken oflF, fhe tied a. p. 1587* 

a linnen hamlkerchief round her eyes ; then lay* 

ing her bead upon the blocks fhe rehearfed 

aldud the thirty- firft pfalm ; and, ftretching out 

her armsi flie repeated the fifth verfe, which 

being" the flgnal appointed for the executioner, 

he cliimfily ftruck off her head at three ftrokes. ^J^^q^ 

Its upper attire being difcompofed, difcoveredt 

her hair t6 be quite grey ; and the fexecutionet 

taking it up, called out aloud, " Long live 

queen Elizabeth, and fo let the enemies o^ the 

gofpel pcrifli !^* which words were re-echoed 

by the dean of Peterborough and the two earlSf 

the reft of the fpeftators being diffolved in 

tear^. 

No circumftance of brutality was wanting to 
this exteution. The denying Mary a prieft of 
her own religion ; the barbarous behaviour of 
the noblemen; and above all, the interruption 
of the dean in her laft moments, fufficiently in- 
dicate the rancour of her enemies ; nor can we 
think that they would have ventured to gone 
through fo many fcenes of wanton cruelty, had 
they not been privately inftruftedby Elizabeth, 
I'd crbtWi the whole of their inhumanity, one 
C^ the executioners was holding both her hands, * 

\AA\t the other was cutting off her head. 

I have in the foregoing part of this work 

been fo full in clearing this illuftrious lady from 

the afperfions of her enemies, that I fhall be 

teiry general in the farther obfervations I am to 

Vot.Vin. Gg make 




ter 
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A.D. 1587. itia'ke on her character ; nor can I add much to 
Her charac- what I have already faid on that head. She was 
murdered in the forty-fixth year of her agc^ 
and the eighteenth of her captivity; andtho' 
queen of Scotland by birth, and of France by 
marriage, nature and fortune feemed to vie in 
her perfon ; the one to render her accompliihedy 
and the other miferable. It was her peculiar 
misfortune that all the advantages (he ought to 
have derived from her birth, education, rank, 
and beauty, operated immediately to her de*" 
ftrudlion. In her cradle fhe was an exile ; Ihe 
was educated in the bofom of adulation, and in 
the politeft, though the moft wicked, court 
then in the world, which made her perhaps 
fometimes impatient under the mortifications 
flie received in her native country. No princeis 
was ever more unhappy in wedlock than Mary. 
When young, fhe was married to a boy of an 
unfound conflitution and mean capacity. When 
grown more capable of the tender paffions, ihe 
fell in love with the beautiful form of a profligate 
ungrateful youth, whom fhe took to her bed, 
by which her perfon contracted difeafes, and 
her dignity was expofed to ruin. She has, I 
know, been blamed for her fudden attachment to 
Darnley ; but it was an attashment rather un- 
fortunate than imprudent ; for had he been pof- 
fcffed of half her virtues and accomplifhments, 
they might have reigned in peace, if not fplen- 
dor, confidering the flate of parties in England, 

which 
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^hich would have rendered it very dangerous a. d. 1587; 
for Elizabeth to have lived at variance with the 
two next heirs to her crown. Her third mar- 
riage was llill more fatal and reprehenfible, and 
may be faid to have drawn upon her all her mi- 
feries. I have, I hope, candidly admitted fuch. 
charges as had been brought againft her on that, 
account, and reprefented the artful delufions 
that were made ufe of to betray her into that de- 
teftable match, fo as to place it in a more fa- 
vourable light. 

I have been at great pains to evince, from Farther ac. 
the principles of hiftoricil credibility, the for- Zlt^^ 
gery of the letters pretended to have been writ- 
ten from her to Bothwell; but! have hitherto 
not mentioned the grammatical difcoveries 
made by Mr. Goodall, and improved by the 
accurate author of the Inquiry. The reader 
in the notes ^ will find the fubftance of thofe 

• ** As to the letters, they are aflertcd to be forged j and that it 
was notoriouily known, that perfons about the queen had often 
been ia the pra£tice of forging letters in her name j that they had 
neither date, addrefs, feal, nor fubfcription ; that as what was 
ikid to be the originals, had only been collected by the queen's 
aocoiers, there was no proof that they were of her JHind-writing. 
The pcrfon (fays the biOiop) who was furmifed ta be the bearer, 
(Nicholas Hubert, or French Paris) " at the time of his execu- 
tioa took it upon his death, as he ihould anfwer before God, 
that he never earned any fuch letter, nor that the queen was par- 
ticipauit, nor of council in the caufe.' * We fee then, that though 
the queen was denied a fight of the original letters, yet, under 
that diikdvantage, (he made as good an anfwer as it was poflible 
for an innocent perfon in her circumitances to have done. 

** There is no mention made of the letters after this, until the 
year 15719 when Buchanan publiihedhis libel, intitled, * Dete6lio 
Mute IBi^gixm,^ which at the fame time was publilhedin tht 




.ft28 THE HI S T O R T 

i^D.i5(7''difcoveries9 which uoaofwerably proves that 
the Scotch copies of thoie letters are the true 

tilb dialeft. Secretary Cecil immediately took care to hate it 
printed in England that fame year >57>- The Iiati^ copy hid 

afixed to it the firft three letters of Mary, tranflated by Buchanan 
into that language ; and the Scottifh copy contained eight letten 
and the iove verfes. 

" In the beginning of the year 1572, at the time of the duke rf 
Norfolk's trial, a French tranflation of Buchanan's * Deteftio' wai 
printed at London, to which were fubjoined feven of tbefe Freoch 
letters^ and the love fonnets in.verfe. The title-page bears, that 
it was printed "a Edinbourg le 13 de Fevrie 1572, par Thomas 
Waltam/' But there never was a printer in Scotland of diat 
name. 

** The original letters themfelves with the filver-box, delivered 
back to Morton, being long ago loft, this French copy of the 
Bete^ion, with feven of tlie French letters annexed to it^ and 
the love fonnet in rhyme, has now for thefe two liundred yean, 
been looked upon by all parties as true copies of tiie originiliy 
and underwent feveral editions as fuch. 

" The late learned Mr. Walter Goodall, keeper of the Advocate! 
Library at Edinburgh, who had made it his ftudy to coDecb ma- 
terials for the hiftory of thofc times, a few years ago publiifafid a 
critical examination of the letters. By comparing the three dif- 
ferent copies of them together, he has with great acutenefi 
ihewn that thefe pretended letters, faid to be written in French 
by queen Mary to the earl of Bothwell, muft be ipurious. Hii 
ai'guments may be reduced to this Ihort proportion. 

** The letters faid to be written in French by the queco as mm 
extant, have, by all parties, been held for true copies of tiie 
original produced by Morton, and hare, down to this timt, 
paiTed uncontefted as fuch. 

"Buchanan, tlie confident of Murray and Morton, who at- 
tended them both at York and London, had the letters ia hil 
cuftody, and was fo much matter of their contents, that be WM 
employed by Murray to ftiow and explain thera to the EQgUA. 
commiiFioners at York, and tranflated the three firft of them i|it». 
Latin. 

« If then it can be fhown, that, in place of the French beinf 
the originals, the Scotch copies are the true originals, and rint 
the French are apparently tranflations from Buchanan's T/rt y 
the conclufion fairly follows, that thofe French pivtcnded origi- 
nals are fpurious. This Ivlr. Goodall has done. 
«< By comparing the letters, as they ftand in the.three £§utU 
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originals; and that the French copies^ which a«p.isB7« 
were exhibited by Mary's enemies, were tranC- 
lated from the Latin of Buchanan. I muft 
however refer to the Inquiry itfelf for the full 
elucidation of this important difcovery, the force 
of which feems now to be admitted upon all 
hands. This being the cafe, we can no longer 
wonder at the part which Elizabeth a&ed in 
not fufFering Mary or her friends to have a fight 
of thofe pretended originals, and of debarring 
all accefs to them to any but her own crea^ 
tures, who were refolved upon Mary's death. 
Dr. KobertfoB has publifiied, from the p^pert 
of Sir Robert Bowes, the particulars of a nego- 
tiation between that embailader and the earl of 
Gowry, two years before the latter was be- 
headed, about delivering up the filver-box and 
its contents to Elizabeth (which he believed: 
were in Gowry's cuftody). Whoever narrowly 
examines the contents of Bowes's difpatches« 
will eafily perceive by Gowry's evafive anfwers, 
that he had not the box and letters in his owo 
pofTeflion ; but I am inclined to think he knew 
where they were depofited, and that his revealing 

languages, he has, to a demonftiation, fhown, that in place of the 
Scotch and Latin being tranflated from the French originals, thefo 
1^ are palpai}ly a verfion from the Latin j and the Latin, agaio^ 
a verfion from the Scotch. The Scotch is appaiently original : 
*b« thoughts therein are naturally and fententioufly turned, and 
i^ajbounds. m phrafes and proverbs peculiar to that language, 
'twere are fervilely eicprefftd in the Latin, and foretimes erro^ 
neoufly : and as often as that happens, the French always follows 
tk^ QCmrs of the Latin/' See Inquiry, p. 55, 5^, 57, 5s* 

that 
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A«D.i5S7. that fccrct was the great fervice which he pro-^ 
pofed to perform for James and his mother, in' 
the letter he wrote him four or five days before 
his death ; for in the poftfcript of that letter 
he fays, *^ The matter I have to fpeak is not the 
concealing of treafon, but the revealing of a' 
benefit ;" and no ihan was more likely than 
Gowry, to know the whole myftery of the 
forgery. 

Whether Mary had a fourth hufband in thtf 
perfon of the duke of Norfolk has been doubt- 
ed, but I am inclined to believe the affirmative; 
and fome paffages in Morgan's letters to Mary 
make it probable. In the poftfcript to the copy 
of a letter which Morgan fent for Mary to 
tranfcribe, and to convey to the countefs of 
Arundel, wife to the duke's eldeft fon, he tells 
her that the earl might be called her coufin. 
•* But perhaps (continues Morgan) there has 
paffed between your majefiy and his father 
fome other occafions to term the faid earl in 
another fort." 
Dderiptioni We know no pifture of Mary extant, while 
jLfon*!!tw fl^c was in the perfeftion of her beauty, that 
Tm^Mft^** we can depend on as an original. Sonie arc 
***"• certainly extant, which were drawn when her ' 
charms were impaired by years, and her health, 
impaired by infirmities; but they exhibit no 
flriking appearances of that beauty for which 
flie was renowned all over Europe. There 
was an undoubted original picture of her be* 

fore 
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fore (he left France ; but, perhaps, it periflied A.D.15S7* 
during the civil commotions of ^ that kingdom. 
From the accounts given by thofe who knew 
her perfon, (he was of. a graceful fize, above 
the middle ftature. Her air and manner of 
ipeaking were irrefiftibly captivating ; and for 
fome years after fhe came to England, (he did 
not difdain to improve her beauty by the clc- 

m 

gance of drefs, and other embelli(hments, which 
flie had learned in the court of France ^. Her 
hair and complexion were a light auburn, which 
became towards her thirty- fixth yeiar black; 
but ihe had fets of falfe hair of feveral colours. 
I have already mentioned her genius for poetry, 
and her proficiency in the learned languages. 
The natural fprightlinefs of her temper fup- 
ported' her long under afflidions that muil 
have crulbed any other woman. They feem, 
at laft, however, to have got the better of her 
natural difpofition ; for flie wrote fome letters m»^"» 
of reproach to Elizabeth which were incompa- 
tible with the dignity of both; and perhaps it 
did not a little contribute to her deplorable 
fate. 

'Mary was confidered by her contemporaries, 
and even '- her enemies, as the ftandard of all 

^ Mary was particularly curiout in the fineneis and falhion of 
her linnen, and (he received the whole of it from France. £11- 
2sd>etb underftanding this, oidered the boxes which contained it 
to be privately brought to her room, where ihe carefully exa* 
mined every piece under pretence of feaixhing for letters con- 
cealed in the plaits or folds* 

. , fenodnine 
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A.D.ifSy. feminine accomplifliments, with exquifite har« 
mony of ihape, and dignity of mien. Her 
limb$ were turned with a precifion and beauty 
that the greateft Grecian ftatuaries might have 
made their models. Few or none of her fcx 
equalled her in mufic or dancing ; and fome 
i|)ecimen8 of her embroidery are ftill extanti 
which difcover an uncommon tafte for dcfign- 
ing and drawing. 

While fhe fat on the throne of Scotlaim^ 
her moft violent enemies could not impeach 
herjuftice, her generofity, her conftancy, her 
friendfhip, and her magnanimity under adver- 
iity. I have given many ftriking inflances ol 
her docility and moderation in matters of re* 
ligion ; and ihe Was, perhaps, the moft tra6t« 
able Roman catholic princefs that we meet 
with in hiilory, though at the fame time &e 
died for that religion. She afieded to refembk 
her father in her horfemanlhip, and her appli- 
cation to the fports of the field ; nor was flie a 
ftranger to the duties of a camp. Of all her 
perfeclions, the fecrecy with which flie con- 
duced the meafures flie had formed for her 
deliverance, is not the leaft commendable. If 
Ihe was betrayed, it was through the credtf-- 
lity, and fometimes treacher}^, of her corre- 
fpondehts, as I have had more than once oc- 
cafion to obferve. Though many fufiered 
death, tortures, and imprifonmcnt upon her 
account, yet none of her real friends were 

dif- 
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difcouraged in her fervice, or ih profecuting a.d. i5«7, 
what they had undertaken for her deliver- 
ance. 

After all, I am far from reprefenting Mary 
as a faultlefs charaften Her conceptions were 
too quick for fuflfering her fufEciently to exa- 
mine the abilities and honefty of thofe fhe 
trufted and employed ; and hence it was, that 
fhe was fo often betrayed both in Scotland 
and in England. She was too fond of the 
French manners, which were difagreeable to 
fuch of the reformers as were her beft friends. 
This pardonable failing, though fhe did not " ^ 
carry it to excefs, was fo vifible in her con- 
duct, that even the regent earl of Murray 
thought proper to wink at it for fome time ; 
and her other natural brother, who feems to * 
have been a (hallow eflfeminate courtier, with 
the earl of Both well, and a train of their 
worthlefs attendants, recommended themfelves 
to her favour, by encouraging this foible. 
When occafion prefented^ Mary could dif- 
femble to an exquifite degree ; but I do not 
find that flie ever fufFered herfelf to be reduced 
to aft the mean part, which Elizabeth often 
did in that low, but fometimes neceffary, art 
of government. She was formed by nature 
to bear adverfity better than profperity ; and 
flie retained the notions of refpecl that was 
due to her birth and rank to her lafl hour. 

Vol. VIIL H h After 
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A.D. is«7. Aft€r Mary's execution none of her fervants 

Diffinmla- 

tionofEii. "wtrc allowed to approach her body, which 
sabeth. ^^^ rcmoved to an adjoining room, where it 
lay for fome days covered with a coarfe cloth, 
which had once belonged to a billiard table; 
but the fcaffbld, the frocks of the executioH- 
ers, the block, and every thing that was 
ftained with her blood, were burnt. When 
the news of her execution came to Elizabeth's 
ears, fhe affefted the moft dreadful agonies of 
grief and furprize, pretending that it had been 
performed againft her will, and without her 
knowledge. As a proof of her fincerity, flie 
ordered that the body fhould receive a royal 
funeral in the cathedral church of Peterbo- 
rough, which was performed on the firft of 
Auguft, the preparations being very fplendid 
and coftly. Her next care was to allay the re- 
fentment of James, in cafe he fhould entertain 
any thoughts of revenging his mother's death. 
She pitched upon her kinfman Gary, one of 
lord Hunfdon's fons, who had been a fort of a 
favourite with James, to carry him the tidings, 
and to prefent hmi with a letter written with 
her own hand, which the reader will find in 
the notes ^, and which, confidering the occa- 

• " My dear brother, 
** I would you knew, though not felt, the extreme colour that 
over-whelmeth my mind, for that miferable accident which, hr 
contrary to my meaning, hath befallen. I have fent this kin^ 
man of mine, whom ere now it hath pleafed you to favoor, to 
inflru£b you truly of that which is too irkfome for my pen to tdl 
you -y I befeech you^ that as God^ and many more know how 

innocent 
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fion, is one of the bcft compofitions of her a. 0.1587; 
pen I have feen. Gary was, at the fame time, 
charged with a declaration, which he was to 
deliver to the council of Scotland, in cafe, as 
afterwards happened, he fhould be denied ac- 
cefs to James. It is drawn up with great art, 
and the reader will find it likewife in the 
notes •^. It is now neceflary to return to Scot- 

land. 

• 

innocent I am in this cafe, fo will you believe me, that if I had 
done it, I would have abode by it : I am not fobafe minded, that 
the fear of any living creature (hould make me afraid to do what 
U juft> or done, to deny the fame $ I am not fo degenerate, nor 
carry £o vile a mind } but as not to difguife, fits molt a king, fo 
will I never diffemble my adlions, but caufe them to (hew as I 
mean them. This alFure yourfelf from me, that as I know it 
was deferved, if I had meant it, I would never lay it on ano- 
ther's (houlders j and to impute to myfelf that which I did not 
6> much as think of, I will not. The ciixun^ftances you will be 
pleaied to hear of this bearer i and for my part, think you have 
not in the world a more loving kinfwoman, and more dear friend, 
nor any that will watch more carefully to preferve you and your 
ftate. And if any would otherwifc perfuade you, think they 
bear more good will to others than to you. Thus, in hafte, I 
kave to trouble you, befeeching God to fend you a long reign. 

** Your moil aifured loving-fifter and coufin, 

♦« Elizabeth Regina." 

See Spotfwood. 

• ** Whereas the queen's majefty, my mlftrefs, deiiring to 
have your majefty certified aright of the death of the queen your 
mother, and in what foit the fame was done, hath commanded 
me, fince I am denied your prefence, to declare my mefiage to 
Certain of your council, I have thought beft to put it in writing, 
becaufe words may be miftaken, and my charge this way be bet** 
ter performed. 

** Flrft, She commanded me to afTure your majefty, that it 
never entered into her thought to put the queen your mother to 
death, notwithftanding the daily perfiiaiions of her council, the 
fapplications of the nobility, knights, and gentlemen, ' and the 
bourly outcrict of her poor people and commonalty, wherewith 

Hh z ihe 




2i6 THE HI STORY 

A. D. 15I7. The Scots were never l)ettcr difpofed for t 
£So^" war with England than they had been during 
^e Scotch the preceding three or four years ; and Eh'za- 
beth had warded it off only by the arts of 
corruption, and her addreft in balineing par-' 
ties in the councils of James. His mother's 
friends were now become fo powerful, and 
thofe of Elizabeth fo deteftable, that James 
was conftrained (for he never feems to have 
been in earneft) to appear determined to de- 
clare war, if his mother was not fet at liberty. 
When the news of her condemnation arrived 
in Scotland, he ordered the miniflefs, in their 
public prayers, to pray for her in the following 
form : " The lord illuminate and cnlightcq 

« 

flic was wearied, and out of meafure grieved to fee their deter- 
mination fixed that way. And that upon advertiieipents coming 
every day unto her, of the preparation of Ihips and men both 
in France and Spain to invade her realm, and reports of the 
breaking open Fotheringay callle, and the queen yoi^r motber'i 
efcape ; left (lie (hould, in any fuch extremity, be unprovided, 
flie had iigned a warrant to her council, for doing what thej 
thought belt with your mother j which warrant (he delivered to 
her fecretary Mr. Davifon, to be kept, not intern: ing it (hould 
be given oul of his hands, exceot fome invafiorv from abroad^ 
or i:ifuiTe6Vv)n of the rebels at horn?, v/erc made to procure her 
liberty, iiut hsr fecretary, otherwifc than (he had purpo(ed, 
having (hewed the warrant to two or three of the council, they 
called the whole number together, and prefently fent a mandate 
for her execution ; which was done, (lie protells to God, before 
flie knew of it. Hereupon the fccretaiy is committed, and will 
notcfcane her high dlfplealure. This is the elFeft of my racf- 
{sLg:e ; wnich if I could exprcfs fo lively as I did hear her utter it, 
with a heavy heart and forrowful countenance, I think your 
majeiVy would rather pity the grief which flie endureth, than in 
any fort blame her for the fadb whercunto (he never gave poiir 
fent." Ibid. 

her 
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her fpirity that ihe may attain to the know- ii.o.is>7* 
ledge of his truth, for the fafety of foul and 
body, and preferve her from the prefent peril," 
A few of the clergy complied with this order ; 
but the majority, among whom were the mi- 
niflers of Edinburgh, reftifed. James haying 
appointed a folemn fall to be celebrated for 
his mother's deliverance, ordered the archbifhop 
of St Andrew's to preach before himfelf in 
the High-church of Edinburgh ; but when 
James went to ailiil at the folemnity, he found 
the pulpit ppfTefTed by a young probationer^ 
one Cowper. James called out to him to ftop^ 
becaufe the pulpit had been deftined for ano- 
ther, unlefs he would obey the orders relating 
to his mother. Cowper knocking the pulpit 
with his fift, faid he would do as the fpirit of 
God ihould dired him ; and the captain of the 
guard preparing to pull him from his place, he 
left it, with the following exclamation addreft 
to J^mes : " This day Ihall bear witnefs 
againfi you in the day of the Lord. Woe be 
to thee, O Edinburgh! for the laft of thy 
plagues fliall be the worft.'' The archbifhop 
then mounted the pulpit, and made an excel- 
lent fermon fuitable to the occafion. Cowper 
was for. this offence commited prifoner to 
Blacknefs caflle, and two of his moft forward 
abettors were difcharged from preaching du- 
ring his majefty's pleafure ; but they were re-? 
placed on exprefling their forrow for what 

they h»d done. 
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A.D.I5S7. Three of the Scotch embafladors in England 

foSuofee returned to Edinburgh the very day before 

mb^'on Mary's execution, and reported the bad fnc- 

cefs of their commiifion ; and that an Engliih 

cmbaffador was to follow them. James, even 

in this affecting xriiis, could not conceal his le- 

Sdoyiet. "^^^y 5 ft^r though, on the fifteenth, he received 
an information from Kerr, one of the wardens of 
the borders, that his mother had been exe- 
cuted, yet he difbelieved it, and went to his 
ufual diverfion of hunting. Gary was by this 
time arrived at Berwick, from whence he fent 
to Edinburgh a meflenger, demanding, as 
ufual, a pafsport for proceeding on his jour- 
ney. Young, the fame who had been one of 
the preceptors to James, was then under^fe* 
Cretary of fiate, and he was difpatched to Ber* 
wick, to demand of Gary, whether Mary had 
been executed or not ; and if £he was, to in* 
form him he muft proceed on his peril. Gary an- 
fwering in the affirmative. Young returned to 
James, who fliut himfelf up in Dalkeith caf- 
tic, with all the fymptoms of grief and for- 
row, which were, however, but fliort-livcdj 
for, a few days after, he confented that Gary 
ihould be admitted to an audience of certain 
members of his privy-council. Sir James 
Hume of Goldingknows, governor of the caf- 
tle of Edinburgh, and Sir Robert Melvil, 
were accordingly appointed to confer with him 
Jit Foulden, a village within two miles of Ber* 

wick, 
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wick. In this conference, Gary demanded that a.d.isS7< 
the league of amity between the two realms, 
fhould be inviolably obferved. He faid, that 
his miilrefs was grieved at the death of Mary, 
which had happened without her confent ; and 
in Elizabeth's name, o£fered any fatisfaclion 
that James could demand. The Scotch com- 
miflioners treated Gary's fpeech and propoial 
with a becoming difdain. They obferved, that 
they amounted to no more than to know whe- 
ther James was difpofed to fell his mother's, 
blood; adding, that the Scotch nobility and 
people were determined to revenge it, and to 
interefi in their quarrel the other princes of Eu- 
rope. Gary, upon this, delivered to the com- 
miflioners the letter from Elizabeth and his own 
declaration ; nor do I find that he proceeded 
farther in his journey. 

When the report of the commiffioners, with ^''f*^*« 
the contents of the letter and declaration, were quiet. 
made public, the nation feemed to be fo unani- 
mous in calling for revenge, that it was difScult 
to find any remnant of thofe who had thrown 
Mary into prifon, defeated her in the field, dri- 
ven her into exile, and brought her to the block. 
This fpirit obliged James to perfevere in 
his appearance of tefolution for revenge, 
and the junAure was favourable. Elizabeth 
was then in a Hate of war with Spain, the moft 
formidable power in Europe. The death of 
Mary had fpread a general indignation among 

other 
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A» 0.1587. Other princes, and even the public of England 
began to commiferate her fate. James was on 
an excellent footing with the northern princes, 
and had as good as concluded his marriage with 
the king of Denmark's daughter. Above all, 
the immenfe equipment of the fleet, afterwards 
known by the name of the Spanifh Armada, 
for the invafion of England, threatened inevi- 
table ruin to Elizabeth, if the Scots fhould give 
a diverfion tQ her forces in the north. All thofe 
confiderations now gave her real difquiet. She 
drove even Burleigh from her prefence^ on ac- 
count of the diflinguiihed part he had acted 
on Mary's trial ; and Ihe iflued orders that Davi- 
fon (hould be tried in the ftar-chamber for a 
mifdemeanor, in fufFering the warrant for 
Mary's death to go out of his hands. Though 
Walfingham was at leaft equally guilty with 
Burleigh in that affair, yet he had made Davi- 
fon his tool during the whole tragical tran£ic- 
tion, by pretending to be indifpofed. 
Snbftancc That ftatefmau being now recovered, was 
kaf^«*je«er ordcrcd by Elizabeth to digeft all the argu- 
j^^^"'' ments founded either in juftice or policy, thai 
could ferve to diffuade James from revenging 
his mother's death. This he did in a letter ad- 
drefled to Maitland, lord Thirlfton, who then 
afted as firft minifter to James, and who waS 
fufpeded by fome of Mary's friends not to have 
been fufficiently aftive in preventing her fate. 
The letter itfelf is long and laboured ; but con- 
tains 
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tains much good fenfe, and wa$ well calculated a.d. isS;^ 
to operate upon fuch a ulfpofition as was that 
of James. As it has been often published, I 
iball only here give the fubftance of it. It 
begins with the neceffity of putting Mary to 
death, and the folly of James in taking arms 
to revenge it, Waliingham thpn fliews how 
difproportioned the force of Scotland was to 
that of England, when now united with Hol- 
land and Zealand ; and with a ho^, perhaps^ 
Wiore political than well grounded, he fays, 
]£ngland, with fuch an aiSftance, would be ^ 
match for all the naval force in Europe. He 
^ews, that the king of France was too much 
harrafied in his own kingdoms to give hioi aay 
effedual aHjiflaQce ; and that the king of Spain^ 
claiming the crown of England by Mary's dona- 
tion, would only feek to gratify hl3 own am- 
bitipn. H^ deiires James to consider on what 91 
defperate footing hi3 fucceffiou to the crown of 
England would Aand, fliould he plunge the two 
nations into blood, to revenge a meafure whiq]^ 
had been in a ipanner forced upoQ tb^ queen by 
the unanimous voice of her parliament and h^c 
people ; an4 be 3;^entions the cafe^ of the king 
of Navarre's grwdfather, ChrifticTO king pif 
Pcnmark, and Antonio king of Portugal, wk9 
had b^en aU pf tbem ftript of their domjtnipn^, 
:pptwithftjiriding their ppwerfi^l RlUaoces, tp 
dt?!tcr James from truftjlug to Ifora^gp ?#fta(i(:;^. 
He proves, nh?^t the J\omau catMif ^tf^y ip ppg^* 
Vol. VIIL I i land 
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A.D.15S7. land were fo divided amongft themfelves, thit 
James could receive tittle help from them, even 
fuppofing him ill enough advifed to change his 
religion for popery, and that they would not 
truft his fincerity. Walfingham then pro- 
ceeds to fliew, that James had already dif- 
charged all the duty towards his mother and 
his own reputation, that could be expected from 
an afFeftionate fon and a wife king ; that his in- 
terceding for her with a concern fo becoming 
nature, had endeared him to the kingdom of 
England, but that it would be madnefs to pufli 
his refentment farther. 
James re- This letter had all the effecT: which Elizabeth 

EHsi^^th? ^^ ^^^ writer could defire. Her fecret friends 
laid before James the precarious dependence 
he muft have upon the Roman catholic 
powers abroad ; and that notwithftanding the 
pompous fpeeches of Belie^Te in favour of 
his mother, he was fecrctly inftrufted by Hen- 
ry the third, from the deep hatred which that 
prince bore to the houfe of Guife, to folicit 
Mary's death inftead of her deliverance. Thofc 
and many other arguments drawn from the 
unfteady difpolition of his people, the divifions 
among his nobles, and the fmallnefs of his reve- 
nues, would have made little or no impreilion 
upon a high-fpirited prince ; but James, in fol- 
lowing the maxims of prudence, gratified his 
own timid, cautious, indolent temper. He ap- 
peared to be fatisfied with the reafons urged by 

Wal. 
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Walfingham, and agreed to give the lord a. d. 1587. 
Hunfdon (whom Elizabeth had named her em- 
baflador at his court) an audience. That no- 
bleman, after repeating the fubftancc of Wal- 
fingham's letter, removed an objeftion which 
had given great difquiet to James, who had 
been impreffed with a notion that his mother 
being executed for high treafon, her blood 
was tainted in England ; and that confequently 
he was rendered incapable to fucceed to that 
throne. Hunfdon explained to him the cau- 
tion that had been taken by Elizabeth, that 
the commiffioners, among whom were included 
the judges, fliould declare him capable of fuc- 
ceeding, notwithfianding her fentence ; and 
the ei;abairador produced a frefh opinion of 
the judges to the fame purpofe. Elizabeth, to 
give James, ftill. farther fatisfaftion, continued 
to treat Burleigh, notwithftanding his age, 
and the merits of his fervice, with uurelent-^ 
ing feverity. 
As Elizabeth's fituation with Spain rendered Trial and 

^ condcmna- 

it ncceuary for her to prevent any rupture tion of Da* 

VllOJlt 

with .Scotland, fhe moft wickedly appointed a 
commiflipn, compofed of fome of her greateft 
fubjeds, to try Davifon ; and had Paulet or 
Drury obeyed her infamous diredions to mur- 
der Mary, there can be no manner of doubt 
.that Ihe would have difavowed her owa aft, 
:^id have brought them both to a fcafibld or 
i gibbett The cafe of Davifpa W2^ mpre fa^ 

li z vour- 
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A.D. 1SS7. vourablc ; and Elizabeth never pldrftd €0 Iofiti|[ 
a game of diflimulation as ihe did on his trial. 
He was one of the moft accomplifhed gend6' 
men and fotindefl: ftatefmen of his age, alid 
a favourite with that great judge of literarf 
merit, Elizabeth's unfortunate Deveretlx ciri 
of EfTex. A reader who lives at this period 
of Britifh liberty, can fcarcely have dh idea of 
Davifon's dreadful fituation^ between the vin- 
dication of his OT^n innocence and Elizabeth's 
tyranny. He hid the courage, however, to 
take palrt with the former. He was examined 
on the twelfth of March, upon the following 
terms : *• Whether upon figning of the war- 
rant, her majefty gave it not in exprefs charge 
and commandment unto you, to keep the 
fame fecret, and not to utter it to any body ?'* 
His anfwer was, " That he hopeth her ma- 
jefty doth not forget how flie commanded rUf 
lord-admiral to fend for him to bring the war- 
rant unto her ; having, as his lordfhip told me, 
refolutely determined to go through with the 
execution. That upon my coming to her, it 
pleafcd her to call for the warrant, and volun- 
tarily to fign it, without giving rtie ahy fiich 
commandment as is objefted, which he affirm- 
eth as in the prefence of God." The fecond 
interrogatory was, " Whether her majefty 
comrnanded you to pafs it to the great feal .^ 
To this he anfwered, " He trnfteth her ma- 
jefty, in her princely and good nature, will nbk 

deny 
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dwiy ta haV6 given him ex^efs erder to ti.tty A.t>.t5tt. 

it to the feal : aftd how lh« \i^ilkcl it fliOtild be 
forthwith di(i)ltched. WheffeU|>dn h^ OfFeriftg 
to have gone to my lotd-chatiteUor the fame 
forenoott (of the day) it was flgri^d, fhe com- 
manded him to go in the afternoon, beciufe of 
fome other bufinefs he had ; which he did ac- 
cordingly : fo as it was between five and fix 
of the clock at night ere he WAS with my 
lord- chin^ellon So as my lord-admiral know- 
ittg it by the occafiott above remembered, and 
my lot'd^chAncellor by her majefty^s expre& 
commanditaent. Befides, that at the fame time 
it t^fciifed het majefty to give him order to im- 
f^iirt it in the way to Mr. Secretary Walfing- 
ham, as her majefty may beft remember ; he 
ho|)eth thete fhall appear no caufe of any fuch 
tommatidment to conceal it, and not to utter 
it to any, a^ is objected." 

The thitd interrogatory was, «« Whethet, 
lO^etf it was paft the great feal, her majefty 
charged you, and that on your life^ not to I^ 
it go otlt of your hand, until yOU knew iter 
fiirther pfteafure ?^* To this interrogatory^ he 
j[nt>tefteth before God, he neither remembei> 
ftth, nor received any fuch <:ommandmeiit 
given him : for if he had, he would not have 
toncealed it from my lords that joined in fend- 
ing down the faid commiffion." The fourth 
ijueftion was, ** Whether her majefty ever 

irilted m comtnattded you to deliver it to any 

body. 
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A* D. i5g7, body, or to caufe it to be executed ?'' The an- 
fwer was, " That as her majefty did not ex- 
prefly will him to deliver it to any body, fo 
did he never underftand her majefty's mean- 
ing to be other than to have it proceeded in, 
confidering the hourly danger Ihe lived in, 
and how much therefore it imported her life 
and ftate. Beiides other reafons too long to be 
here rehearfed." , 

The fifth was, ** Whether fix or feven days 
after it was pafl: the great feal, and in your 
cuftody, her majefty told you not in the gal- 
lery, that Ihe had a better way to proceed 
therein, than that which was before devifed i^ 
To this Davifon anfwered, " That he remem- 
bereth that upon fome letters received from 
Mr. Paulet, (keeper of the Scotch queen) her 
majefty falling into fome complaint of him, 
upon fuch caufe as flie beft knoweth, fhe ut- 
tered fuch a fpeech, " that Ihe could have mat- 
ters otherwife done.'' The particulars whereof 
I leave to her beft remembrance.'* 

Elizabeth was not a woman to be daunted 
in a matter on which fhe had fet her heart 
She was refolved to deftroy Davifon, that ihe 
might keep up appearances for herfclf. Pop- 
ham the attorney, and Egerton the foUicitor- 
general, endeavoured to entrap him in bi3 
own anfwers. In this they were feconded by 
Gawdy and Puckering the queen's ferjeant^, 
who alledged that he had impofed upon Bpc- 

lcigh| 
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leigh, and the other counfellors. Davlfon, in a.d.is«7, 
his anfwer to the laft interrogatory which had 
been put to him, had but juft hinted at the 
tranfadion with Mary's two keepers for putting 
her to death ; but durft not then explain it, for 
fear of Elizabeth's difpleafure. He knew the 
venality of the law-judges, . before whom he 
was tried; and that his fen tence would be fe- 
vere in proportion as his defence fliould affect 
Elizabeth. It coft him tears, however, to keep 
the fecret ; and the concealing it, iti fome mea- 
fure, deprived him of his defence, as it would 
have laid open the true reafon of Elizabeth'is . 
hefitatidn. The evidence being clofed, the 
law-judges approved of Davifon's conduft, and 
applauded his honefty, but fentenced him to 
pay teft thoufand marks for his imprudence. 
The lord Lumley, though a papift, allowed the 
jnftice of 'Mary's fen tence; but thought it was 
barbarous to ftifle the fountains of mercy in 
the foVereign's breaft. The lord Grey jufti- 
fied Davifon in every refpeft. " Whatever 
punilhment (faid he to the court) you fhall lay 
upon him fhall not difpleafe me; never fhall 
helofe with me the efleem that is due to a 
good and an honeft man." The earls of Wor- 
cefler, Cumberland, and Lincoln, were pretty 
much of the fame opinion ; and the two arch- 
bifhops extolled Davifon to the fkies ; but af- 
ter all, he was condemned for his honefty, 
fidelity, and good intention, not only to pay 
. . . ten 
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A. D. 1587. ^gj^ thoufand marks, but to be imprifofied du- 
ring the queen's pleafure. He afterwards drew 
up a laboured, circumftantial, apology for him- 
felf, which he addrefTed to Walfingham, and 
which has been publilhed by Camden. lo tbis 
apology, I c^pnot help obferving that he 18 a 
little inconiifient in his conduft. He fays th^fCf 
that he remonilrated to Elizabeth (when (he 
faid that there might be found people who 
would put Mary to death for her fake) hov 
diihouourable and unjufl a thi^g this woold 
be; and withal into how great danger Ihe 
would bring Paulet and Drury by it. Thii, 
I fay, was a pretty extraordinary reniooftntlDCey 
after the joint letter which Walfingham and be 
had fent to thofe two gentlemen upon the fob- 
jeft. Upon Walfiogham's death, a ftroQg putf 
was formed, with Elizabeth's favourite the 
earl of ESqx at their head, to reftore him to 
l^is place of fecr^tary of ftate, but all was W^ 
VSiifi ; for though Elizabeth con^mended Pa- 
. vifojEi'19 abilities and honeily as much as his 
t>eft friends could exprcfs themfelves, yet (he 
Kjf^td ^U interceflions in his favoury with- 
out giyipg any other reafon than that Ibe was 
refolved. 
Tmi and Mi thoughts of avcuging Mary's death WAY 
tbTmafter . thefi vanilhcd ; and James affected to be in* 
•^ ^"^* fluenced to pacific meafurcs Upon reafons of 
/;ftate and policy. The public refentment agatnft 

Grayt for the infsimDUs part he had. js£ted> wu 

now 
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DOW fo ftrong, that James qqvM &Qt reCft U» A-D,i|«7, 
and he wfolved to givQ hiasi up. §ir Willi?iin 
Stuart^ brother to the late earl of Arran^ wbQ 
was now in exil^, and reduced to his former 
title of captaiBi (or colonel) Jamca, undeftppl^ 
to be his accufer, in revenge for the pwt h? 
Jiad a£tdd againfi his brother. He preti^nded 
that Gray had invited him to join ip a qqn^ 
piracy for killing the lord Thirlftan and Qt,h^t 
minifters of ftate, vt^ho had heen inftmmeot^ 
in the baniih|nent of the captain, whom ha 
ofiered to refiore to court Sir Willinn^ pri«» 
Tately informed James of all that had pafled 
between him and Gray, and of the treacherous 
part the latter had acVed with regard to hi$ 
mother, which filled James with hgrror, axi4 
h^ Gonfented that Gray ihould be tried. Ai 
he denied the charge, when confronted with 
Stuart, it was found neeefiary to cqmmit them 
both prifbners to the caille of Edinburgh { ^n4 
Stuart not only perfifted in his fgrpier s^qqufa* 
tion, but added, that he could prov^ th^X Qray 
had iecretly defired the court of Firapce 9n4 
the duke of Guife not to grant James any ^Cr 
fiflancc in revenging his ipp^bw^s d^ath, v^l^fs 
the Roman cathplic religion was tolerated 
within his dominions. A httcu 9^ ^ c^opy o^ 
a letter, to Elizabeth ww likewif^^ produ^eij, 
in wbieh Gray» fpcaking gf M??yt m^4^ ufp 
of thfl expreffion ^ mortui Sion m9f<l^P^ 4Qad 
peopk do not bite.f' Grayt in fa^i QWQ^id ^th 
Vol. Vin. K k charges^ 
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A. 0.1587. charges, but endeavoured to alleviate them. 
Being brought upon his trial, he was fentenced 
by James to be banifhed out of Scotland, not 
to return upon pain of death, and prohibited 
under the fame penalty from going cither to 
England or Ireland, 
obfenra. rj,j^^ inildncfs of this fentcncc is a ftrdiig 

proof of James's indifference as to his md* 

ther's fate, as he could have capitally punifhed 

hitn as the greateil delinquent in his kingdom, 

with the ftricteft jufticc ; for Gray's crimes "were 

highly treafonable, even tho' he had not been 

concerned inr Mary's murder. According tofdlie 

; hiftorians, the mildnefs of Gray's fentence Wai 

owing to the earneft interceflion of the Idid 

Hamilton, and the other noblemen, whota he 

hkd been inftrumental in reftoring to the king^ 

favour at Stirling. 

^I'fVd'a \ - Captain James, who remained ftill larking 

made Chan- amoiip: his fricuds, ucxt attacked the lord 

cdlor. *^ 

Thirlftan, who ftill exercifed the chancellor- 
fliip, but without the name. He fent James a 
letter by one of his relations, acculing that lord 
of bfeing concerned in his mother's death, and 
in >■ plot to deliver up his own perfoii to Eli- 
zabeth. The paffion which James had for his 
diverfions, and his love of indolence, did not 
fiiffer him to enter very deeply into the parti- 
culars pf this acicufationi Perhaps he was not 
a little determined by the fentimerits of Eli- 
zabeth, v^ho we ciniWi: fuppofe cbiild' be fond 

k: I . ■ • * ' 1 ■ Af • ■ ' . f 
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of the captain's recovering his influence. All a, d. 1587. 
the anfwer that James made to the letter was 
to difcover it to the council, who ordered ,thc 
captain to furrender himfelf a prlfoner, till the 
truth of his allegation fhould be examined, 
with a certification, that if he did not comply 
by a certain day, he (hould be proceeded againft 
2L% a foiiter of fedition between the king and 
his sobksi The day elapfing without, his ^pr. 
pearing^ Thirlftan, inflead of being tried, re^ 
ceiyeil the office and dignity of chancellor* 

Jataea was now of full age; and a parlia-* jimeten- 
ment was f«mmoned to meet on the tw^aty-^ compofe au 
ninth 06 July to be held at Edinburgh. Tbq »<nong hit 
expe^a*ions of the public were very high with . "^ ' ^' 
rogardtO;^ the proceedings of that body;.ai\d.. 
James, as an omen of his future conducl, en? - 
ter«d; upon •meafures, which feem to have been 
fuggefted by his own natural fenfe, for com^ 
pofing all differences among his clergy, as well 
as nobility. A general affembly of the church> ., 
was called on the twentieth of June ; and the 
king demanded fatisfactioQ for the offences, 
conmiitted by Gibfon and Cooper ; and that, 
Montgomery archbilhop of Glafgow, iho.ul.d 
be readmitted into the affembly. The anfwer of. 
the. brethren to thofe demands was infolent and 
fbditious; for they flatly told James that they 
would be determined in their obedience to his 
commands^, by the conceflions granted in the 
nest parliament to their requefts. Upon this 

Kk z anfwer. 
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A.D.15S7. anfwer, the king broke off all farther trtti^ 
with his clergy ; but they feem to Have Carried 
their point againft Montgomery, who refigned 
his at-chbifliopric ; and it was given to a hy^ 
man, who was to rfcnouhce the fatnci^ if the 
general affembly did not allow of faiB aditrit 
fion. .. ' 

' Th^ means which James employed ifl abo- 
li&ing all differences among the Mobility w^ 
more fingular thin they were efficacioud. Bc^ 
fore the meeting of the parliaffleht; he V^ 
fembled them at a royal entertainment^ Whkh 
he h^d prepared for them, in the' palace' df 
Holy rood- houfe, where ht wfts at gfe^tt pditts 
to fliow them how neceffary it was, it that 
junfture, that they fhould forget all th«ir anS- 
^loiities ; and he required that all parties at 
open variance fhould embrace each other. 
This was agreed to by all prefent exceptmg 
the lord Yefter, who refufed to be reconciled 
to Sir Johid Stuart of Traquair, for which he 
was fent to prifon, but foon after releafed. 
Next day, the king infilled upon their making 
their reconciliation as public as pofiible ; and 
that his noblemen fhould walk by pairs, each 
joined with another with whom he had been 
at enmity; and that the reconciliation of all 
{hould be completed in fight of the inhabit* 
ants of Edinburgh, and at the Market Crofs, 
where a mofl noble collation was prepared for 
the purpofe. All this was performed ; bnt 

James 
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Jsimes little, knew jthat forms^ promifes, and a«d. 15874 
protefiationsy are of liitle avail, when the feeds 
of rancour remain in the human heart. 

Upon the meeting of the parliament, the 'Spotfwoea. 
commiffipners from '* the church defircd tho wmilt^r" 
prolat^i? that were prefent at it to be removed, as JioitSirvf 
having no authority from the church, and the p**^""*** 
moft of . th^;p^ no function nor charge in it at 
alL'' TIfis yas oppofed by Bruce abbot of 
Kinroi^.; but though the rcqueA was r^cd^cd^ 
yet epiicopj^cy received a fevcre blow in this 
paf;J^i3JneJeit. All the laws made in the king's 
iffioority- in favour of the Reformed were con- 
%ped^ ^^ the unalienated part of the church 
lapds werq annexed to the crown for its bet-- 
tjflT fupport* The tithes of the churches an- 
nexe^. ^ to , their benefices^ together with the 
hqfijG^s q£ the prelates and precincts, by way of 
gte|)C9 were left to fuppprt the epifcopal dig- 



The rcflecUon naturally occurring from this 
ad iSf that the noblemen who were facri- 
legiouily poflefl'ed of church property, agrfeed 
tp it, in prder to quiet their own claims ; and 
CVfn thofe which were precarious before,had npw 

. the (apction of parliamentary authority. They 
acquired to the poffeflbrs a temporal right of 
mijoying, honours and fitting in parliament; 
and many of their dcfcendants to this day arc 

• Dobilitat^d* Their anccftors were known by 
the xnnies of Jorjds of. erection, from their ec- 

clcualtical 
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A.D.X5S7. clefiaftical temporalities, or the beneiSces they 
enjoyed being erected into temporal dignities. 
The king, young, thoughtlefs, and profufe, 
feemed to forget the former zeal he profeffed 
for epifcopacy, in the flattering appearances of 
his revenues being augmented ; but his crafty 
courtiers fruftrated his hopes by gratifying 
his. humour. They knew his pi'ofulion, and 
left an opening for him^ to alienate any por- 
tion of the revenue that was thus grafted him. . 
He. employed this power to fuch purpbfes . 
among the needy dependents of his courts 
that before the end of his reign, her found hw . 
income but little encreafed by the bounty of ,. 
his parliament. The minifters and clergy winfe 
equally- difappointed. They were encourage^ , 
to hope that they fliould have the difpoial of . 
the tithes at their pleafure ; but finding them- 
felves deluded by the lay landholders, they 
joined with the bifliops in exclaiming againft 
the government. Upon the whole, fo little 
was ^either the young king or his parliament 
aftuated by a regard for the clergy in this par- 
liament, that it produced nothing but a con- 
fpiracy for appropriating the rents of the 
church to lay purpofes, under pretext, that by 
abolifliing or cuxtailing the revenues of ^bi-' 

m 

fliops, there muft be an end of the epifcopaT 

order in Scotlaixdi . . . - 
TheconTi- In tliis parliament, a renovation of the poU- 
scotianire- tical conflitutiou of Scotlaud likewife took 

place. 
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place. The redu&ion of the epifcopal ordeir a.d.i5S7, 
was daily operating, to the di£idvantage of th^' 
crown and its fmall yaffals, in favour of the 
nobility and great landholders, upon whom the 
prelates in parliament had always been a checks* ' 
Thirlftan, who was a yery wife minifter, fti^in*'* 
to have fuiggcfted to James, that it would W 
neceffary to » revive and reinforce the Sft of ' 
James th? firft, which exempted all fmall ba- 
rons ai^d , freeholders from parliamcntaiy* a!t- 
tendanp^, on.' condition of their fending Wpre-^' 
fentatives. The revival of this aft, which KaH- ' 
falleii into difufe by the pioverty, ne^leftj''' 
or ofcitwcy of the leffer barons,- was libw '' 
thought expedient for curbing the exteffive 
ari^lLqcratipal powers which the- nobles ' had^ob*-*? 
tailed finc^ thp^ extinction of- the prelatical-irf- ' 
tereft i^ parliament; The earl of CraWfbW,"^ 
and foine of the great barons, would •willing! Ji^^-- 
have oppofed every meafure o£ this kittd ^ but^- ' 
upon debate,, it was found and admiiWdt'lAt'^'^^- 
the kinghad.a right tofummon any of hife-fei-''-'^' 
rons to atd^nfl pailiament in perfonv atid'thetii-^" Y 
fore he might exerdfe by his' pretrOgatiVfe <!hat '^'^ 
whic^, Ije fought by. a ftatutcij and thirf v^fsri ''^ 
the cpnfideration upon which it paffedi^thobg!!^''^^ 
in the fequelit was far from anfW^eririg hii^ra-' *' 
tentions» . oa account of the oj^ofition" ^^^d^^i^ ' 
the reprefentative barons gave W the^otirt '" 
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5ir Patric Vawp an4 YoBUg wove this ydf 
fcnt to Denmark* by order of the parliammt, 
to p^Y 4 vifit to th^ princef^i who was doftined 
for the lying's bqd» 9n4 to report tboir ppiaion 
concerning, the pnatcht ths^t ^mbafiadora of 
greater rank and authority might be &At to 
conclude itr Upon th^ir return, their rqKrt 
was fo favourable, that it was r^folved toind 
a nobleaian in the fpring, attended by otbmi 
to marry her by proxy, and to bring kcr to 
Scotland ; but the death Of thp kwg of OWt 
mark in the interpaediate tinie put si App to 
that prpject 

The court of Spain, now fully prqpiircd. tQ 
invild^ England with pne of the qioft formida* 
bl^ arniaoients that ^ver had appe^cd on tl)« 
fgas, would gladly have brought James to fa« 
vQur their attempt; and ^umbers of priefif 
a^d jefuits were then lurking in Scotland, to 
difpofip the remains gf the lioman catholif 
party there to take arms as fgon a3 the Spaoi* 
ards fhould Und \j;\ England. It wa? thought 
that th^ heads of the houfe of H^miltpn, t}ie 
^arl§ of Huntley and Glencairo, and the iQTds 
Herries and Ma^^well, Ipok^d upon thf old TP 
ligion with no unfavourable eye; and that 
fome of tb?m, particularly brd Maxwell aod 
Huntley, hrfd a qorrefpondepce with th? 5pJi» 
i^iards. The pgd^ptry of Jzm^s contributed 
not a little to the public apprehenfion^ ; fpr in 

order 
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Order to difplay his learning, he took a plea- a. d. 1587. 
fore in difpfating perfonaHy wkh Roman ca* 
tholics and jefuits, in order to convert them ; 
tnd on that account he fometimes indulged 
them, particularly one Gordon, uncle to the 
carl of Huntley, about his court. His majefty 1588, 
likewife fliewed great attention to the earl of 
Huntley^ and made him a party in* all his di- 
verfions and^ entertainments, though that no- 
bleman, wa» an avowed Roman catholic, and 
tbtf nioft. pcnverful of that party in Scotland. 
Bttt the friends of the Reformation received 
the greatefi alarm from the lord Hemes, who 
vhs fatd; but whether truly does not appear, 
ttt-ibvc expelled the proteftant clergy out of 
iDunffn^,' and to have heard mafs in public. 

Thir chancellor firmly oppofed every meafare Prociami- 
that tended ta encreafe even a ftifpicion of the ^^^jf 
COXITES favouring popery. In tJiiS he was fe- ^^^^^* 
conded by the earl Marfhal, and fome other 
proteftant noblemen, who joined a meeting of 
the dergy at Edinburgh, to deliberate on the 
f&eans' of fujpprefling popery. It was ihetc re- 
fblvetf, that the affembly fliould proceed in a 
Bodfy ta the king, and prefent him with tieir 
grievances. James refufed to admit them to 
tis pretence, becaufe the meeting was unlatcr- 
fiil, as not having his fandion ; but he or* 
di^red the lord-chancellor and fome of his 
pMVy-cotrhfetldrs to confer with their heads. 
The latter behaved with fo much firmnefs in 

Vol. VIIL LI oflFer- 
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A. D. 1588. oflFering to fpend their lives and fortunes to 
enforce the laws againft Roman catholic prieftSf 
that the report of tl\e chancellor fiartled 
James, and he declared himfelf in very ilrong 
terms againft irreclaimable papifts. The confe* 
quence was, that two commifGoners vrere ap- 
pointed in every Ihire to profecute popUh 
prieilS) if found in the kingdom after fuch. a 
day. This meafure did not cure the eyil ; num- 
bers of them indeed went to the continent ; 
but the clergy, who were prepared w^th very 
exact lifts, found that fome remained un4cF 
the royal proteftion. The clergy repeated th^ 
complaints ; and the arrival of the lord Ma?;- 
well, a noted agent for Spain, in Scotland, 
■ forced James upon more active meafures. _ A 
proclamation was ifliied of a rigorous nature, 
in which Gordon, and one Hay, with, the 
other principal jefuits and popiih clergy, were 
named, and required to find furetieS;for their 
departure out of Scotland ; but James declared 
that he intended to ufe milder meafures virith 
the earl of Huntley, and other Roman catho^ 
lie noblemen, who had given him hopes of 
their being reclaimed ; the meaning of which 
was, that he intended to convert them by the 
force of his own learning and eloquence. 
Vigorous The ferment in the affembly of the clergy 

^nlmw ftill continuing, James declared that he. in- 
da?**'^' tended !to undertake an expedition in perfon 
towards the borders againft the lords Maxwell 

and 
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and Herries. The latter prevented his danger a.d.isSs. 
by appearing at court, and difproving the 
charge brought againft him; upon which he 
was honourably difmified, upon his promifing 
to fuflFer nothing to be done in his wardenry, 
prejudicial to the proteftant religion. The of- 
fence of the lord MaxweH was of a more dan- 
gerous tendency. He had aftually promifed to 
the couttof Spain to join the invafion with a 
body of men, if the Spaniards fhould land in 
Scotland ; and he was at the head of a defpe- 
ritc rabble for that purpofe. He was oppofed 
by his friend lord Herries, who was too weak 
to feduce him, and he was fummoned to appear 
before the council. In the mean time, James 
had taken the field with a confiderable force, 
and bad aim oil furprized Maxwell in his houfe 
at Dumfries ; for he efcaped, but by an hour, to 
Galloway. James upon this took poffeffion of 
fcvcral of his houfes, fome of which were for* 
feited. The caftle of Lochmaben, held by 
One Maxwell, refufing to furrcnder, James bor- 
rowed fome artillery from the neareft Englilb 
garrifon, arid the moment it began to play, the 
place furrendered ; but the governor and five 
of his men were hanged. James then ordered 
Sir William Stuart to purfue Maxwell, which 
he did with fo much fuccefs, that he took him . 

prifoner in the Ifle of Sky, and brought him \ 

to Drumlanrig. Upon the return of James to * 

£dinb^rgh^ this fervice gave Stuart fo much 

L 1 2 import- 




t6o T H E H I S T O R y 

A. 0.1588. infiportance in his own eyes, that the earl of 
Bothwell ran him through the body for fomt 
difrefpedful words he had ufed towards him 
in the king's prefence. 
If^xhfpu. Upon the meeting of parliament, James har 
*^illft"the ^^^gu^d ^c affcmbly upon the mcafiures he 
Spaaiardt. wag to take with regard to the Spaniards, 
whofe armament was now on the coaft of 
England; but hinted, at the fame time, that 
he inclined to rejecR: all propofals that had 
come from Spain, and to aflift Elizabeth to the 
utmoft of his power, notwithftanding the pro^ 
vocations jhe had given him by his mother's 
death. The reafons with which he fkxf^ 
ported this opinion were found and politic, 
and founded upon the danger into w^hich the 
proteflant religion and his own fafety xxruft be 
thrown, if the Spaniards fhould fucceed« He 
was feconded in an excellent fpeech by his 
chancellor, who was of opinion that James 
ought, previous to all other coniiderations, to 
erect watch-houfes all over his fea-coafts, and 
put his kingdom in a pofture of defence, in 
cafe the Spaniards fhould land in Scotland 
Though we know not the particulars, yet it is 
certain that Philip had flattered himfelf that 
James would lay hold of the opportunity, to 
revenge his mother's death. In this he was 
encouraged by the chief Roman catholics in 
Scotland ; and the earl of Bothwell was fo 
ianguine, that he had not only openly efpouied 

the 
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the oufe of the Spaniards in parliament ; but a. d. ijct. 
had, at his owo expence, raifed men to invade 
England. H^ ^as filenced by James, who de- 
jfired him to take care of his own department 
of biufinei3 as admiral of Scodand. Upon the 
whole^ the general fenfe of the affembly was 
to aA with vigour againft the Spaniards, and 
to aflift Elizabeth if (he required it 

Before the feflion ended, the laws againft mss.^- 
popcry were confirmed, and Ukewife the an- "**'" 
nidation to the crown of the temporalities of 
church benefices. The chiefs of all the clana^ 
Highlanders and' Borderer39 were ordered t3 
find fecurity for their good behaviour. The 
natives of Scotland were recalled from foreign 
Services ;. asid many other meafures were 
taken for the public tranquillity. Several 
coaHttiffions were iffued at the fame time. The its odier 
£rft was for raifing a taxation to defray the 
expence of the king's marriage. The fecond 
related to the coinage. By the third, a uni- 
verfal ng^afure and weight was eflabliihed 
throughout all the kingdom ; and the fourth 
r^arded the priority of places, and voting in 
parliament. This laft commiifion was occa* 
fioned by many difputes that happened during 
the feiEon. The earl of Bothwell contended 
for precedency of the earl of Crawford ; and 
the fame turbulent nobleman (Bothwell) had 
challenged the earl, of Angus. The lords 
Hume^ Seton, Fleming, and Innermeith, wn^, 

tend 



proceed-! 
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^* • '^ • tended each to be the moft antient baron of 
Mojfi^ Scotland. Thofe difputes, which threatened 
to deftrdy the union among his nobles, which 
James had fo lately formed, were referred te 
the privy-council, who adjudged Crawford to 
have the priority of Bothwell, and Fleming of 
his other rivals. 

Nothing could be more agreeable to Eliza- 
beth than the late refolutions of the king and 
parliament of Scotland. One Alhby was then 
her embaffador with James ; and by him Ihe 
offered to give him the title of an Engtifh duke, 
to confirm his annual penfion of five thoulknd 
pounds, and to be at the expence of a gnird 
for his perfon. I do not perceive that James 
accepted either the firft or laft of thofe offers ; 
and Elizabeth perhaps grew cool, as her 
danger decreafed. Afhby making but a poor 
appearance in Scotland, was fucceeded by 
Sir Robert Sidney, a man of rank and abi- 
lities. Upon his arrival at Edinburgh, he 
had his audience in the chancellor's houfe; 
and how well James was reconciled to the 
murderer of his mother, may appear from the 
following letter, which he immediately tranf«- 
mitted to Elizabeth. 

" Madam, and dear fifter, ^^ ^ 

" In times of ftraits true friends arc beft 

tried. Now merits he thanks of you and 

your country, who proves himfelf a friend to 

your country and eftate ; and fo this time muft 

movp 



Jamet 

writes to 
EKsabeth. 
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move me to utter my zeal to the religion, and A.aisss. 
• how near a kinfman and neighbour I find my- 
felf to you, and your country. 

" For this effeft then, I have fent you this 
prefen.t, hereby to oflfer unto you my forces, 
my perfon, and all that I may command, to 
be employed againft ** all kinds of" ftrangers, 
in whatfb^vQr,.way, and by whatfoever means, 
as pay beft fery e for the defence of your coun- 
try* . wherein 1 promife to behave my fclf not 
as a iiranger and foreign prince, but as your 
Q^tural jTon and compatriot of your country in 
>aU^ reippds.^ Now, madam, to conclude,, as 
Qn the one part, I muft heartily thank you for 
yoiir honourable begging, by your embafla^ 
dqc^ in offer for my fatisfadion, fo, on the 
otlier pai:t, I pray you to fend prefently dowa 
cominifiiopers for the perfecling of the fame ; 
iprhichy J protefi, I defire not for that I would 
have -the reward to precede the deferts, but 
only,: that I, with honour, and all my good 
fu\:jedts, with a fervent good will, may em« 
hffice this ypvir godly and honeft caufe, wherer 
by your adyerfaries may have to do not only 
with England^ but with the whole ifle of Bri- 
tain. 

" Thus, praying you ; to difpatch all your 
matters ^t!k, all poflible fpeed, and wilhing 
you a fuccels convenient to thofe that are in- 
vacted.by Ggdis profefled enemies, I commit, 
^daniy ;an4 dear fitter, your perfon, eilate, 

and 
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A.D.>58& and conn try 9 to the bleifed pfOte6tion* of At 
Almighty. From Edinburgh, the fcratth itf 

Auguft, 1588, . rM 

" Your moft laving and affectionate 

*« Brother and coufin, 

«* As time Ihall now try, ' 

« James ft^' 
sempte .r- I ftail forbcar inferting Elizabeth'sr anforeTy 
«srm from trhich fhc wrote after the defeat -of the Spa- 
^^ nifh Armada. It is fufficient to fay, thar it is 
filled with fufpicions, and counfels that' he 
would difcourage the Spanifh party abonr his 
court ami perfon. James took all ffi- gbod 
part; and told Sidney, that he expeddd no 
other benefit from the Spaniards, if they had 
fucceeded, than that which Polypfaemtn prfl- 
mifed to Ulyffes, that he fliould h6 thtt laft of 
all his company whom he would devour. In 
was not long before James found canfe toqfret 
tioti Elizabeth^s fincerity. He had been fi> 
mean and ill-advifed, that he had continued 
Douglas as his embaffador in England; and 
perceiving that Elizabeth, now that her dakr« 
ger was over, began to evade the perfomiatncfe 
of the prmmfes ihe had made by Aihby, he 
grew once more acceflible to the application 0f 
the Spaniards and the popifii party. One do- 
lonel Semple, who had betrayed liisr trail is 
the Netherlands to the Spaniards^ watf enH 
ployed by the duke of Parma as his igenC in 
Scotland. James winked at his- armal ; bet 
♦ ■^• • ^— ' . or* 
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ordered Sir John Carmichael, the captain of A«D,ijts, 
his guard, to watch his motions, and intercept 
his difpatches, which Carmichael did ; but while 
he was bringing Semple prifoner before the 
lords of the council, he was refcued by the 
carj of Huntley, who fuffered him to efcape. 
James affe^led to be highly enraged at Hunt- 
ley's conduft ; but as he had been but a few 
days before married to his kinfwoman, the 
duke of Lenojc's iifter, he was foon recon* 
cUcd. 
The defeat of the Spaniffi Armada rather confpiMcy 

* of the Ro- 

cncrea&d than damped the deiire which Philip ?>« ^^^^ 
had to gain James* One Bruce, who had been 
ao agent for Mary about the prince of Parma, 
was fent over with letters to Huntley, and the 
Other popiih nobility, who informed James 
that he might marry, if he pleafed, Philip's 
only daughter, the famous infanta Ifabella. 
9nice was followed by one Chifholm, who 
delivered ten thoufand crowns to Bruce, to be 
divided among the party, according to the ad- 
vice of Fintry. Afhby, who again a<5led as 
lllizabcth's embaflador in Scotland, taxed 
Huntley with this confpiracy to introduce thQ 
Boman catholic religion ; and upon his deny* 
ipg it, his own letters, and thofe of Errol, 
Crawfordt and Maxwell, to the prince of Par- 
mat wd ^^ ^ng of Spain, which had beea 
intercepted in England, were produced as evi- 
dences of their guilt ; and that they- were 
.Vot^vm, Mm ready 
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A.D.isSS. ready to have joined the Spaniards^ if no more 
than fix thoufand of them fhould land in 

m 

Scotland, 
johnfteo. The earl of Huntley and lord Claud Hamil- 
'''^ ton, according to a contemporary hiftorian, 

who gives Huntley the character of being a 
quiet, peaceable nobleman ^, appeared before 
the council, and maintained, that the letters 
produced were forgeries of their names, and 
denied their ever having received a farthing of 
the Spanifh money. If we are to believe Spotf- 
wood, and other hiilorians, this defence was 
merely equivocal, becaufe the popifh party re* 
fufed to give Huntley any fliare of the remit- 
tance, on account of his having, at the pcr- 
fuafion of James, lately reconciled hiififelf to 
the national church ; and the like negative was 
put upon Hamilton, becaufe he over-rated his 
fervices. Be this as it will, the firil plan of 
* the confpiracy was undoubtedly defeated. The 
two aftive jefuits. Hay and Crichton, threw 
the blame of all upon the chancellor and the 
treafurer, and reprefented James as entirely fa- 
vourable to the Roman catholic religion, and 
the court of Spain. As a proof of this, they 
infianced the kind entertainment and difmil^ 
Son which James, to the great diflike of Eli- 
zabeth, had given to the feven hundred Spa- 
niards, who, upon the defeat of the Arfnada, 

* Huntlxus homo muiinie ambitioAis, t^^niipe turbtdfljs, fed 
j^ quietem proclivis. Johnilon. 
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had been wrecked upon his coafts. Upon the ^^* H^t 
v^hole,' it was judged expedient for the lords 
to give Philip a proof of their zeal, by remov* 
ing, at their own peril, and with their own 
force, the chancellor and treafurer from the 
courtby aflkffination or otherwife* 
. As the preceding part of this hiftory affords 
many inftances of confpiracies againft favourites 
and minifters, there is no reafon to diftruft the 
truth of this combination ; but I can fcarcely 
believe, if the letters produced againft Hunt- 
ley were not forgeries, that either he or Ha- 
milton intended any more than to get money 
from the king of Spain. Some of the other 
conlpirators were lefs defenfible ih their con- 
dud:. Errol was but a new convert to popery, 
and was therefore rafli and violent to fignalizioi 
his seaL Both well, though he profeffed the 
proteftant religion, was profufe and defpe* 
rate ; and having been promifed two rich ab- 
beys, he took that opportunity of gratifying 
his innate hatred of the Englilh, by joining in 
the confpiTacy. A convention of the ftates 
was then fitting at Edinburgh; and fo induf- 
trious had the popifli party been in their prac- 
tice*, that fome terrible cataftrophe muft have 
happened, had it not been for the unwearied 
affiduiCy of James, in puniQiing or reconciling 
tbe^pirties at variance. The earls of Montrofc 
and Crawford, and Johnfton fays the earl of 
Morton; (but that I think muft be a miftake, 

* M m 2 unlefa 
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A. D. 1588. unlefs he means the lord Maxwell, who iws 
ftill in prifon, but retained that title) joined the 
confpirators ; the two firft for private motives^ 
Their fcheme was to affemblc their forces be- 
tween Leith and Edinburgh, and to march di« 
reftly to the palace, to perpetrate their pnr- 
pofe. From the proceedings of the conven* 
tion, which continued ftill to fit, and the pub* 
lie fpeeches of James, it is plain that he more 
than fufpefted this confpiracy. He declired, 
that in cafe any manner of convocation was 
made hereafter, by earls, lords, barons, or 
any others, " that he fliould efteem it as a con- 
tempt done to his majefty's own perfon, and 
would himfelf ride in proper perfon for t^ng 
order with the con voca tors, and puniflimentbf 
them with all rigour." Private orders aboi^f: the 
fame time were given to the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh, to be watchful againft ady com- 
motion ; and James, by remaining in that town, 
and lodging in the fame hoiife with the chan* 
cellor, prevented the confpiracy from taking 
' efiFedi: ;, for the confpirators perceiving their dc- 
fign to take air, returned to their feveral 
cftates, all excepting Huntley. 

James had fo great a regard for that noble* 
man, that he made him colonel of his guard, 
during the difpute between two of his fa? 
vourites for that poft ; and he prefumed fo 
much on the king's favour, that he came from 
Dumfermling to Edinburgh, where he entered 

the 
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tlie king's apartment on the very night when a.d. 1581;. 
the confpiracy , was to have been executed, at* Pi,hirg*s 
tended by a band of ftout refolute men, who ^^^^^"^ 
were rcfolved to have difpatched the chancel- 5**"^!^ 
lor, whom they found in the king's company, 
had not Huntley given them orders to the 
contrary* The king, poffibly fufpeding the 
meaning of the vifit, drew Huntley into a do- 
fet ; and the chancellor being left furrounded 
by the confpirators, gave himfelf up for loft. 
He was fuffered, however, guarded by three 
of his friends, to pafs unmolefled to his own 
apartment Next day, when James was ap- 
prized of his chancellor's danger, he confined 
Huntley to the caftle of Edinburgh. The con- 
fpiracy being now fully difcovered, the earls 
of Athol and Bothwell were denounced re- 
bcls; but. Montrofe and Crawford were par- 
doned, upon their promifing not to engage in 
fuch praftices for the future. A few days af- 
ter, Huntley was fet at liberty ; and upon the 
whole completion of the proceeding, I think 
that Jam^s aded a wife and moderate .part, 
had not the turbulence of the confpirators 
carried thef'm greater lengths. 

The firft ufe that Huntley and Crawford »5%« 
jnade of their pardon was to furprize the per- 
fon of the treafurer, Glamis, who was com- 
mitted prifoner to Huntley's uncle, but treated 
with great refpcft, and in a fhort time fent 
honae with an honourable efcort. The con- 

fpi- 
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A.Dwi5S9^ Ipiracy, however, gathered greater ftreogtb 
than ever ; and it was foon ktioWn that Hunt- 
Iey» Crawford, and Errol, had afiembled their 
forces at Aberdeen, where they ifiued a proda* 
mation, in the king's name, declaring, that he 
was held captive (by the chancellor), arid forced 
againft his mind, to ufe his nobles more rigo- 
roufly than he defired ; requiring all the lieges 
to concur and affift them for fetting his perfi)ili 
at liberty." 

No fooner was Elizabeth informed how nuld* 
ly James had proceeded with the confi»ratori| 
than ihe upbraided him as an apoftate from the 
caufc of liberty and religion. The clergy, at 
the fame time, took the alarm ; and one Mr; 
Robert Bruce, their ringleader, told James td 
his face, while he was exprefling himfelf in fit- 
vQur of Huntley, that as to Errol and Angu^, 
whp likewife had engaged in the confpiracy, 
peace might be granted to them, but none to 
Huntley ; therefore his majefty might either 
chufe Huntley's friendlhip or his. Proclama- 
tions: were then iffued, rigoroufly commanding 
the, jefuits and priefts. Hay, Crichton, and 
Bruce, with Graham of Fintry, to leave the 
kingdom under pain of death ; and others were 
iflued for all the king's liege fubjecls on the 
fouth of Aberdeen to attend, 
but It IS re. The confpiracy of the popilh lords proved 
'*^^ ' like that of the lat^ rebellion in the north of 
England, a crude indigefted fcheme. James 

knew 
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knew that in his perfon he had notKing to ap- a*d.isV 
prehend from HunXlcy ; for which reafon, he had 
put himfelf at the head of his troops, with great 
appearance of refolution, The confpirators, on 
the other hand, had trufted to the earl of Both- 
well for a ftrong diverfion in the fouth ; but 
that nobleman, unable or unwilling to fulfil hi$ 
engagements, had difmifled his forces, and had 
offered to fubmit to the king's mercy. As the 
chancellor was not very popular in Scotland^ 
the king's proclamation for the fubjefts to at- 
tend him was but flowly obeyed ; for when h^ 
inarched north, his army did not amount to 
two thoufand men, while that of the rebels 
amounted to three thoufand. James being ad- 
vanced to Ck)wie, which is within ten miles of 
Aberdeen, harangued his nobles and officers 
with fuch an air of authority and refolution, 
that they fwpre to ftand by him to the laft/ 
Even that crifis of danger did not prevent aci-' 
mofities among his great fubjecls. Lord Ha«* ' 
milton, in right of his royal blood, claimed the- 
leading of the van-guard, but was oppofed by 
the earl of Angus, who had returned to' hiii- 
duty, becaufe that honour had been affigned tc* 
his anceftors, James gave the preference foi' 
that time to Hamilton, but left the pretenfions 
of Angus in their full force. ■ 

The rebels hearing that the royal army was ^^ ^^ 
advancing, called a council of war ; arid accord- «*«fe» 
ing to t}ie hifibmns of the houfe * of Gdrrdoh, 

it 



372 T H E ' H I S T O H Y 

KD.jfi9, it wa^ owing to the itioderatidfl^frtfcl>lt!iyaIt]qif 
Huntley, that ad engagement; itf''wlticlM|ai|M| 
mnft have been defeated, did bbtcWA^^iJM 
he reprefented to the other- loAi(ij:>«i9]nK}kA 
doubted nothing of the event, if 'fHifi4iMH 
come to engage in battle ; the vi&tiryt ttJctoMn 
ing to human protiabilityi ^ woaid' ti«9Clltiit|r 
but be would not have the vidovy gkiotd^iridl 
the maiiifeil danger of the king^ft piftoOf kMg 
hi "^the midft of his enjpmies : tamd itrbei|**ilil 
parties fhould engage in battle^ J^kD^iSMld^ll 
filth a confufipn, be fecure of the4lili|^ {mMoe 
" : jtftd fafety ? and no doubt his WMqeS^jfrmOM 
eafilyreflea:, that it was only the'flbVMMOk IB 
his perfon, that made them let pi&^^fdvi^Hll 
occafion to reprefs the fury of theirfeUiMic^^ 
far inferior in number to them. ^Tfc ei^tffa w tf 
was fit to difband their army,'' and4Sf ^ti€ Mfjf 
enter peaceably into the countiy, tffdWailrtllJ 
better times ; all human afiairs bekijgf fttl^cS^tt 
change, and nothing yet done whiiilf nff^tf^tfMf 
be eafily pardoned.*' - S^nxijvo'j Ui: 

The earl of Errol oppofcd th5»lnoaa«ti*r|f 
and the rebel army, in general, tfefirfg^id^3M<' 
deceived in theh* opinion that J^'fiS*%ij8 9? 
prifoneiii and wanted to regain hisTiBrfrtyJ^^teJ^ 
gin tb -rftfpcrfe of themfelves^r fcy;<telC4iPfl«l 
mortfng, wliren the Toyal army -'M^^le^Mik 
mafch from Cowie, anacxroulit'trAtiieNlliialSChd^ 
wis'no-eijremy 4ii^ th^'S^d/'JVIailSi'i^^^ 
prodbicTed^lo Abeiij^en'on th^ '1^»dd«ftS 4f 
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April, and numbers of the rebel army came to ^' ^* ^^^9* 
pay him their obedience ; but Huntley retired 
to his eftate at Strathbogie. James advanced (as 
lie pretended) to demolilh his caftles and houfes; 
but Huntley furrendered himfelf, and was fent 
prifoner to Edinburgh, where he was kept un- 
der an eafy confinemenc. Upon the return of 
James to Aberdeen, many of the great barons 
of the north gave bonds for their good beha- 
viour ; and thus the public tranquillity was 
OBce amre reftored. 

Tlht pnmflunent of the delinquents oimc ^^''^^ 
ttsxt under coniideration ; for James could net "^'^ f^donm 
ia deoMcy pardon them without the form of a 
triaL Means, however, were found to treat 
tbem gently. The treafurer interceded for 
Huntley and Crawford; the chancellor, anc| 
ibnie of the clergy, for Both well ; but none for 
Errdl. James admitted Huntley, though Hill a 
prifoner, to a private conference ; and he with 
Crawford and Bothwell were tried by a fpe« 
dal commiffion. Huntley pleaded guilty, and 
was committed prifoner to the caftle of £din* 
buxgh ; Bothwell to Tantallon ; and Crawford 
to Blacknefs, Thofe forms were obferved in, 
order to pacify Elizabeth and the clergy ; but 
James declared he was refolved that his king-, 
dona ihould be in perfeA peace at the time of 
his aj^roachibg nuptials, and undertook a 
frcfh progrefi northwards. The fiery minifters 
of Edinbuxgh, in the mean while, prevailed 

Vot. VIII, N n with 
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A.V.1SZ9. t^ritbthc gcncTdl zSemhly of theTderj^tKfA 

a^&otcoceof deprfvatiioii upoft the tfcfabiflu^ 

jof :. &b:: Andrew's^. for marryiiig film rtB^Litf 

Hnatley^ in dire&.oj)po£tiQn to >tiiei ttxyai^ add 

indeed every other^ lUthorityrbilt-JdiQir^Ottft 

.Though: fo open, a .contempt of tJSto hiWiiMi 

cbnftitution defervedj tfaeifererofi: animadniriit 

fion, yet James^was <5on]tenced tflspvaSDvUinbf 

iby ^granting Enrol a p^doisr, and'^l]pM9]p ^[OGdit 

condemned lordSy wlmni he hadradmxt/becl ^ 

^e^iy into his prefence, ta::^ii^s;£thcm);bi^ 

ift^iBytks why he could not pufaii^ takc^tbctt 

ill t®: his favour. ; riisoo' onj 3£ 

Pn£b*ces of ^^- EK^abcth was at this time in th^^izcpitbuA 

agai^ft ^luti glory. At home, the innoctatB-aakToi 

jwnw. ijftifiuftdel, for no reafon hut: becaiuie ^bt^'vtit 

:tite Jiea^d of the houfe of Howatd^f^&iiiSbbskdbtfr 

tifm^ed to fly f]X)ather.tyranny^Tisvtt Iie^>|tdr 

J&mrl and und^yfehtence of jA^tlL^ii Xlfe 
;pid^i& lord^ dreaded hecib^tebcb^ that tb^ 
•itihcve^ the furefi minifters bfvhenovien^eBMfi:; 
~8nd &9^iir the ptfritansi'were itwedvihtx^ckxa^li- 
^int#^ind conformity with, heel wffl.iuAbcdfid^ 
^hfer-d^dts and aS'mieac werervi&QspbasiWjeri^ftife 
^iJatiiards^^ift ^vePy <}U»t^ of thci^hteslHor 
^effiy^: th^' duke ' of Ouife; &d obci^slafik^ 
natedy as was his maftery thewoortbleftt^Heni^ 
"ffei third;.' ahd'-^e .wasi thextinp^iliiigyi jrith 
:>$»igdur:and {hcbef]^ Hratry- .the : f ounlhr a^aillft 
^^e^Ieaguers: . She knejKucQo ^difii|aieftibuft:w]K«t 
'^i^soneifem Scotland^ vhklr ihif^ coiild cAsCdti^^ 
25'- i. :iV: ^ dtfrc 
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r.^^pBunitod -undenits: Jdng, or ta be in a, d. isSf. 
if hat dilate of.tnmijxiiUity ^^diich it enjoyed at 
tkiB:pcrmd^ ;iThe match rbctween J^Unds^ and 
ihe priipceft of Denmark ^ve her fo mucbaan- 
jafiaeis, :that ihe omitted , nothing that could 
Jbffeak'^^ oSL She> had.<employed the king of 
{fibvanarras her inAnidieht> for that purpofe; 
likni; Buf 93huirta% the capital rnxuhos of that, ftt£* 
iftmcfoettxjp fkrhich yroi thi^n fo much in VQguc^ 
^RTflplcafcrB^liis; embafikdor to jfafnes» .to pn> 
^fens)i&tateki j^tweenrbim and the j^rin^eCa :of 
iNvim»ec:t ^lUitabetb foundv mea&s to repire&aC 
at the court of Denmark this o^egotiation a^ 

liaiifiiig^tsakcfa rife firom^ Jame&: himfelf r-'wh^^ 
laailieratcddbbiDanifii majefty fo much» that 

te/g»ie ^cjptmtiiferofTthe. daughter wjxa had 
4tedKddSriBe|tioriiie throiyec of Scotlandt tbrthe 
^dujkeodf SyQq(wick,vja.:rihtteobefpse:hi9r d;^^^ 
ilSr hadKiiUU tootjterjitdaughtm' ; tod J9(!Q»^^ 
^ho 9isaisr £dnd/ief ^aa-^lfatn^oiiirith^ .Sfe^^rllf 
^taPKtf^ dienoby? his telnfaafladtorSi. £}iz^b$lb 
^>«t9idd>^dIyIb«Te tt»verfi»ii ithfit tnatick.^ Ulks* 
«tafe;^but.tfcr Lorrain mt^iirib in: 
dfenf^cihanigpjtbat :^&^ )eoung? kinig \g%f^ ^i^ 
jpdMtfe]£b:rtd^thmjn%l>cb|'tknd ».;hundr4d Jtli^Vil^^ 
^fftoibdi^i^ottlHik pticioty il^ fiippofe) lyas^ rViotcd 
fbr^tteebftpdnf^af^tboc^eddkig. : :? ;:t:rrn: 
/I) f AUstiitoo|ppnnmikrics\vbcitig. fettkd^rJaiSfM He «». 
inadie&cfitai]«^of/tfae:Bcail^ Mkiihaly/oxieio^i^ Denmark, 
i^ftiiftkscki^tstfidSt 'iplendid fK^lemojv^isii^i^ 
^e€ftite(t^40L> bvin^. jDit«r ^aiibcbftjitSlxeamrl 
^luh N n a was 
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' jiffi^n*:; The .<?ju«lxJi6^rgfcdciis>:IBniMff^ 
cgr^(;j;^|te:,j^iKJ:ri|Migni^^ isdbodtiifte 

>fi«^iiWtiifibfeparet§d^^^^ tK^m^dbhoifaeftdf 

^^%(;f9akii^;fQr tb^ ^CQ»& o£/iNQnfangr.bIffltt 
4^f cpHPtrgftve.: Jsmp ;ib ;mud»jeOifetti^^TthaftIii 
:g|§b%, fi^ft was if^ v" for, , her ; f^i^fei^ji^cttkJtnHl 

from Denmark >vith an account of th^ybndi; 
""''■;;;: Jl^^efi^p^d; M:tbAt ft«^x:Q«2diin6b2p0oii0cd 

^.^.adijiit of -h«f -CiiliEig . wtthiDatfJtlfBjlfiitt 

gallantly refolved to break through this for- 

maHiify iby fcBding' his '•*dmifat,"-tite' feifl 'of 

^tfe^ejlj...t9 ^syi'^y^ :5^ith ifq\i^m9l[]iqM- 
inand.tlie > princefs/ as - his- betrothed "^i^i^' jKft 

^^^?^S ...^'^^?> -p^^m^. ^W.-..; ^Ts^yvT/lpthwl? 

fa)fti»t*ghtv:w aaa; eftimate- of ■ the-- e^DMfnfet "Of 

fitting 






aaiUcfi,^iiwaftLi'£dOXKl to ^bd^ gmttp 4hhl the 

Julian; t^hti^nM* Iwwl b^e(f i^tefot^ ^tOMe^tdd be- 
rtwetahnnJ^^J^indsf, c^i^yJ^y the siiBfti&es 
jb£vhis^iiirfbnds$I<tO' fi; €^^^ fix Ihipsi in 

stf hidiD je )ir6po&d^ t^ dmbark in ^ j^rfoft 'to 

^o^a^d>lIhe^iIfips'V(^er&'^o« ready > but' t^^ 
iXiitiltes (irov&fioDSyj ^d lilt^hdaiM:^! a{)pO«fited 
^ititheHtejirfi^ ^(eet-e fo Noilly- and pttmpki^s^ 
iUatdtdso^poMifeltdts begafi td 'fu^aftbe'^kiBg 
<Riaiild.ipiaktt)lIie voyage iii pei^foii; -' 'ThWHvas 
^bKibri^iisal^ijntCAtion ^f-J&mes; nor did he 
fintntftHifiyiolwich the fecret^ * excepting^ ^tt^e 
tcbsncelld)*, tfab< juftice^rk^k, and Sir Waikiii 

^fin:iiii?5ahas:drx>f libnDx^hd the ^carl of Bdth- J«""^^^ 
hp96U:>ta9&^nJaMb$ wifH hiia^intlentibttiof^cTlnv mirk. 
^eftinblylleaVitlg tl^e kingdom ;Mmi he tttrncd 
thmipatfeebiftU^'arjok^.-^he *iris of l^ittdh 
doid .vA48»y dhd vOlai^is ^tbis 'trcalftiPer; !j£[b- 
IttBtted^thenriBJres, 'tt!ylp*»ev6iit Jamlesi^ etth'tr^ 
«WQ:fe^4fl%<f^4ffil, from Undertaking thb^Vb^P- .,'..; 
Jige^; *ub-heiiduded 2^1 theit ;precimtroii j^fot .: 

contained in a. letter from, one Mr. 'thoiuas Foif^kr XwlvQhkl 
.1ft»e$^is: 4<^^ li^aiiie}^to'f6rd Bttf^feigti: I^rom' this t infer, 
J^ tk^^^{9r>li!^pr^i9r.h&Hlis,: was OAc.pf his lordlhip's fpics 
About ^he jaer(bn of Tames» and (hat the f^cret wa^ be^\red tp 
S»i{^^(M^ of xi:i^U^ per^hs i&^Uimytion^ras the event 

1ePH54iftft|Jr9^^i=fi ihisi^Btdl^yci khoui^ i«uttcnri^*>rc thi 
departure of James. 

?iiii;2 on 



J 
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A.D.ifi9- ^ tie nift'eteerith'of Oftoberk* dmbarkedt 
hat he was conftraincd bya vic^nt ftom to 
return to Leith road. He fet fail again on 
the twenty-third, and on the tWcuty-fotir^ 
, two-papers, uDd«r' bia own iiandj-vere- pcfc 
fluced;, Thefitft VaSiio the natuf^tif ^ dedsi 
ration; and the othtf. contained •dkc^ioofr- to 
th«' <bnntil in his fllfrace. Beth ^ofc paptt* 
were certainly- drawn up by Jajoies bimfid4 
WiCbbnt any a^Itence; atidthchigE'^claiigeAwl 
in ftunC' places ia too familiar, or .raiUter,^ 
•fttilgai', yet-they do great hoDOBt>'to4iia^'TA6v- 
>[al-gbod feafe, which was fpoaeclroi||y ^yTSJl 
lesnn^, ind the high idea hehadxif -l^iro^ 
^gpify.- The readq: wiU find both in tihcn'btes.'?'^ 

■ -.* M Idi rajpeft.l know tbat the motion of injr voyage ivill b« 
tt tUf li«e diverlly IcuiBcd, «nd mifiiiterpretuig m:ty be mtit 
W vfM t* iiiy diOionour at tb« blame of iiuioceats, I iiav« 
tlw^lAtTtoletM.tbit dcfluMion, fw fcfolving aU good fuW 
joAi* -ficft of the cuiTutltfit moved roe to uadertake this vo^^ 
«(e^- timt in tbc Eifliion ill whicb I rslolved to make the JaoWj 
4i>fa»-thenaftb'IJ)a*«'lKte geoerallf bUmed by all meabc 
Marring jB)r:iiiiirri^ fi> Jpn;, being aloue, without fatber, nvif 
lhe^"bn>tber; or'&fteci u4 yet a. king not only of ttiU itidsit^ 
lac koir: appMYU of' another. .:.Tbu my jialcedAefi nia4e.in|i 
^ml^ ■ndnunt CBcmifs givng ■ for one maa'is do man, as Ol<^ 
4^K^ .and wbsre there is no bope of foccefliao it breeds sfk^ 
tiraptmai 4*liWat.-)^,;t^dd«y 1 hive yfcd, h^th begot "in 
nbar-L lu^piBiOft of itDpQtMqyiB n»e, as if I were a bjn'ei) 
ihxk:..';rfai^<«))<l«therircaf9i^.moTed me to b:iften my pi^- 
riiQ^.-fratn )»ti)ch Icould yxt have longer abftaincd, irtheneal 
fifttoy '<0n».tr7.«ould.ba^«,perrBitted. I am nqt known tp.'fg 
rafli in BtyneigbTieitA^in,. neither am I To carried wUU p;^ 
Cut *) n« » pT« ^acf tajeafon ; h«t the treaty being pi^ 
fc9ed».3nd tb^queeij^Qn ber-jounwyi when I was sdvertiCciI.of 
btrfls^t^CMitracy ijniidv>nd,tbat |t va: not Uk£,lhe Iftoi)i^ 
pfcri«4:bfi:-_'R):?ESj#i^rjear, I-.refolTcd.W niaj^jt.^ii piji pMJ 
poS^le, which was iinpolEbte on hen"' ' ' "" -- ■- 

" Tie 
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Ind-maythiiibt ic.eieEiraoEdiqfu^ Ui9.tvaprini% &<o,isH> 
ia devofcd: as Jamea tQ:^<F di^erfioQS (ii thp 

j\'. The pVtfC iv^ere I firll took this relblution wu in Cnug-' 
liullir, non^ of' my coiineil bemg preftnt ; «ili at I'twifc it 'by 
mvfttf, (b I «Mbaugbt mc of a wafii fdk)w the im-^; .^4^ 
1 ^viftd to employ the earl of Bothvrell in tbf voy^e,' ii^ regard 
he ii admiral j but his preparation^ took' To long a tira*,' tii!^ f 
■yM eati»d U45Ui thfe-^cddaeilt'aiut'Ibh] tor fite.tianceUtamA 
i«'^i:Sj*%^^Tf«Te'4>ien iaXqwdcr. W^ien, su^Uie^ 155^ 
thejr Kund fo many difficulties lit'Jeiiding forth "a 'nuiiiljer of 
K)>l'f<>rtlie^^'< convoy, (fbn-A'-r^vtr it A«uE]t »n£ Mb» 
|^«ii^bf!j(|%49iteinulont th4t.I wu .conned fa ayaiudii^ 
none tStrai^ be fouitB id* go, I iHonlif go inylelf alonefn a ilirp i 
»Mih^^%(ig)^tf MJn lmd~bMB'a>^williAg u :baeamff<'fiMii, IX 
"■nMn<89tt>V^?i9)df<l:(obayob«ajk in- th»(e^ftraiti. Thiir{}i^ 
tl|VinlJprt|iking;to touch hi m, (^ he knew he lad b'een'^jn- 
iind^h liiflHiiftiHftr impeding-nrrn»aiTiigB-ypart)y-<^t'ft? 
^«Fa)In^ihi^iL'«>>d^s«i^y fcari^;jth«£l houjd ms^t^gfoH 
ny^RwLif iM better way could b% found, made olFer to g{> 
&inJ^ m ffiirrtrtttre.' Tthi femtocedr keeping my"ttteii8rti 
ftpm all men, becaufe I thought it eiiougb for me to put my 
WofSn i-fiiip"'"wh'en'al! Wiirigi »wrt ready,' «i»d-:'from: thl Hi*n- 
«fl(irfiHniyiF{&<!^WHom I nMer kept ati]r>](-inyv«etfbtleft 
fiV^cfles) foHwo rcaTonf'. Fiffl,' becaiifeiP-IOiad^mKle Jdm itf 
Af-eounfeliri titar pwniofe, he Iwdbein btKffietfHof^jdittiJ^-ttfl* 
£Wiifeih'my'fiEaa<wiiieh had not been.hiEdiiqr>(;:facit.b*c«il«( 
so i'ubjcft to gii-e Hi< prince advice ifi ^di-naitMi'i -withal C9S^ 
fitl'ering what hatred and envy bS rHftaihett^liiijttfil^'&rittadiA^ 
me by the nofe, as it were, to all liis-Bpp*ti{«i-W«!ipogh:h»>j»i 
ah unreafonable creature, or a diild'^liat 'totdd- dO^fltftblngsdf 
nlyfelf, I thought pTty to heap more imiult flaiidaviatlBCkelrtf 
■Jill; other realbn teas, that I perceived ifVMU fat^-ftufingiaj 
journey that he jnade offer to go ; fe was f-«irtA^d',''iC^«-la^ 
known my ptirpofc, he ivoajd either Ttave-fh^wa Wftft(f:at 
home, or, thinking it too hcavy.a burthen ferfim f^'^nden^O 
my dortVCy, 'he would have lingered To long, a^fhembauld'.nA 
Kave been a potiibility for making the voyage,' -TWs'I diOl^fat 
nteet to d^tbre, (and wpon my honour if is-lhe-tWA)'i}eft:I 
fliould be eileemed an iini*u3ent aFs, thatcan do nothif^ ef nyi 
ielf;' and to fare the" irmoceucy of that rsali'&oM ac^uft -mt ' 
p'roaiaies.. For my part, befides that nhJett 1 ->iave feidr'ti)^ 
ffiiirffters of tte ivay, the furety of the pafT^, B*lng;'oJear'.nf 
iiffaias,' fotthnds, andfiich other perils, iifeaartotiW i*tkei? 
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A.D.i5«9. field, and fo indolent and diffipated in cytber 
refpedsy could be author of two fuch compo* 

ptrttf and no foreign fleets refortmg in the(e feas ; it U my plefe^ 
fiire that no man grudge at thit my proceeding, but that all 
form themfelves to the dire^ions I have given to be followed 
til my return y which (hall be within twenty dsyi, wind aid 
weather ferving ; ahd if any ihall contravene theie» I will take it 
as a fuflkient proof that he bears me no good will in hit hearts 
at to the contrary, I will refpedl all that reverence my coa- 
mandments in the beft fort I may. Farewell.** 

The other paper is as follows : 

" Seeing it hath pleafed Almighty God to bring ns to mad 
age, and that nothing hath been more eameftly wifted by all 
our good fubjefh than to fee us honourably matcbed^ £> tint 
the crown might defcend to our own fuccefiion after io mmff 
progenitors : We, to fatisfy their defires, having reiblved vpea 
a perfonage that for blood and other commodities of alBance 
could not be thought but moft worthy, did enter into coatnft' 
with Frederic kiqg of Denmark lately decealed, a^ by adviei 
of our council direded our embafTador to folemnize the marriafC^ 
and conduct her unto this realm. But having intelligencef dnit 
by eontrarious winds, ihe and her company was driven to Hkt^ 
way, and that it being remitted to her choice whether flie wooU 
return unto Denmark or make ftay there until the opomig fF 
the fpriAg, ihe had embraced the laft condition, as the belk aaA 
moft liking to her defire ; albeit hitherto we have noC be hj ife d 
ourfelf diifolutely, but patiently attended the good oeeafioa 
that God ihould offer ; yet now taking to heart her pains and. 
danger, with the difficulties that have occurred in her tranipeitL 
we could find no contentment till that we enterprized to make a. 
voyage towards her> and bring her home, which we are in good 
hope to do within the fpace of twenty days, wind and weidtfT 
fervinff. 

*< Yet fearing the time of my ftay may be longer at God*sgoo4 
pleafure, we have of our own motion, and not counfelled by 
mny, left a declaration with the clerk of regifter, and willed no 
aaan to grudge at our abfence, feeing in former times the kingdoa 
hath wanted a governor longer tli<in with truft in God it fiiall 
want \k%\ as, namely, from the death of our grandmother the 
^neen regent, unto the arrival of our deareft mother from 
Fkvice, the fpace of foarteen months ; during which time^ £br. 
the reverence and love carried to her, albeit a woman and 
in years, no violence was committed by any peribn, and 

and quietncfs obfcrved than was before or fince that dme 

Juom 
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fitions. ^-Together with thofe letters, he left ^^0,1589. 
ierntzl blank coihmiiEons to be filled up at 'ft"b 
difcretion of his regency. Nq fooijer was the 
S^PiVtmGi of James known, than the piirbhc .of 

•Scetlttritl ifris irian Tiproar: but it foon fubfided 

.'"i.'i. ,■•... ^ • f- • • . * ' . 

Hnowi) to J^avQ t^n kept. And notwithfianding our cxpefta* 
tion is nothing ieis of the good behaviour of our fubje&s ia this 
our abfence, we have, taken order, for the better govejcnsuent of 
the public affairs, that our privy-council fhould refide at- Edin- 
.b^rgh, .aqd <)rd^xied the duke of Lenox our nephew to be pre- 
4d«ati>theiieof,<iHd..to be aiTifted by our.coufin Francis .earl •f 
^thwe^« ivhcva.we appoint to attend hin^ .with- the other officers 
^^^tox naiBi^ly,, the treafurer^ comptc^llers nuifter of re^ueib^ 
fmy ^^tbe -captain of the caftle of Ediaburgfa, advocAto anf^ 
i4ffi!^\P^Hgift^j wh^ fiiaU ever be jpreientp £ve of them at ie^ 
iriUi-purXai^ nephew. :. •., 

^.:ff^Wo«hayQ:like^ire.given order that ibme-noblemen ia febeir 
CO^fft%;ibaU auead i^t Edinburgh the fpace of fifteen days^ the 
gurls ,9fr^g^^:2nd Errol^ with the lords Flemiiiig and Iiiner- 
l^ci^hf tobegin^i-^nd the next purfe to be kept by thja«arls.of 
^j^^^^4i^^fa^<H^t wilh the lords Seato» and Yefter« TJi^ ba^QA^ 
^J(A>t)u^y^Fifei-S|i'iveling-fhire ai^ Strathern, tye appoint <l^ 
f^lt^ndas they IhaU- be warned and dire6led by the council^ •'• For 
|]be foiith parts i^e hav? made the Iqrd Hamilten our lieutcfj^yivl^ 
fha^Uf vtfithWi thott^veo wardenries a^d iheri^om of LkCneric^ 
m^ to.:bc a£iftQd,-when need is, by the lords Boyd, Heri^ 
Maj^w^ Hame,,Cesfbrd, s^d other chief barpn^ witliifi' tt|l 
Ijfiarches-s ius ifefidence to be at Dumfries or Jedburgh^ and bi$ 
fhaxges ^o.be fumilhed out of the readieft of the taxation by JVIr* 
jiskn -CobiUlti cpUeclpr. thereof. wAnd that peace and j^uieti^e^i 
may be the better obferved, we difchargc all conventions for anj| 
inxCe whatfocvcr untaour return. Finally, we rftcfah-ethe iti- 
Bifttfrr and preachers of the word to exhort the pebple to -peaotf 
tndofatedieace, and commend us and our journey in their pray' 
a« to the protedion of Almighty God. As this is our dciife? 
lb me ex^eQ that all our good fubje^irs will follow the (ame, olph^ 
^lye-chcy who have tried our favour of late, and that they'fHlt 
perfift in the loyalty promifed by them j certifying thofe tbSit-^ 
Ift th« cofntnuY'tbat they (ball incur our high difpleafure, dndlib 
y oaiftfd with all rigour ; as, on theotlter part, we ihtll pememi? 
iMMbc ^eaccafalr and obedient thankfully, when occaiiofn'^re^ 

*' ¥6l. VIII. O o through 
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A.D.15S9. through the prudent meafures he had takes. 
He wrote a letter to the warden of the Engliih 
marches, acquainting him, that he had com- 
mitted the care of the Scotch borders to the 
lord Hamilton, who was a friend to the traa- | 
quillity of both nations ; and that he had ad- 
moniflicd the lord Maxwell, and the other tur- 
bulent borderers, to keep the peace, 
m^ei^hii The council met as foon as it was known that 
qoeca. ^|jg king was at fea, and broke; open the packet 
he had left, containing the papers 'we have 
given in the notes, together with another let 
ter, declaring the duke of Lenox tp be prefident, 
Sir Robert Melvil to be vice-chancellor, Alex- 
ander Hay fecretary for the Scotch language, 
and Mr. James Elphinfton for the Latin and 
French. His voyage was more favourable than 
he could reafonably have expefted in fo ad- 
vanced a feafon ; for he landed on the fifth day 
after his embarking, at a place called Flackroyi 
on the coaft of Norway, near Upfal, or (as Moy- 
fes calls it) Upilo, and where James arrived on 
the nineteenth of November. Moyfes, who 
probably attended James, defcribes the cir<nim- 
fiances of their meeting, in which James ufed 
a freedom, which the queen thought was too 
indelicate ; but flie foon became reconciled 
to it after a little converfafion. The retinue of 
James confifted of the chancellor. Sir Lewis 
Baikndcn juftice clerk, Douglas provoft of 
JLiiiclowden, the gentlemen of his bed-cham- 

bcfi 
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ber, the ordinary officers of his houfliold, and a. 0.1589. 
a clergyman, Mr. David Lindfay, who per- 
formed the nuptial ceremony in French, James 
then thought of returning immediately home 5 
but this was oppofed by the Danifli noblemen 
about his queen's perfon ; and he was perfuaded 
to make a vifit to the queen-dowager of Den- 
mark, and her fon the young king. In the 
mean while he fent back colonel Stuart, the lord 
Dingwall, and all the ufelefs part of his retinue, 
with his fliips to Leith, where they landed on 
the fifteenth of December ; and they made fo 
favourable a report of the young queen and 
the gallantry of his majefty, as well as the mag- 
nificence of theDanilh court, that it gaveuniver- 
fal fatisfaction. The earl Marihal, who was ftill 
Denmark, laid before James, at the fame time, 
the particulars of his negotiation, and informed 
him, that the regency of Denmark had agreed 
to defer all the Daniih claims upon the iflands 
of Orkney and Scotland, till their king fhould 
be of full age, when they were to be amicably 
adjufted. 

As it was neceffary for James and his queen h^ ^nivts 
to pafs through part of the Swedifli territories, gen. 
in his way to Copenhagen, that monarch fent 
him a fafe-condud, with an efcort of four hun- 
dred horfe. The reception of James and his 
queen at the Danifh court was polite and fplen- , 
did. His expences, and thofe of his retinue, 
were defrayed by the regency from the time 

O o ? of 
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A. D. 1589; of his entering Denmark. As die martitige of 
his queen's elder fifter with the duke of Brunf-t 
wick was not to take place till April, the delay 
ferved James for a pretext to defer his return 
till that time ; and he fent one of the gentlemen 
of his retinue to Scotland, to order the cowidl 
to fend back the fhips for him accordingly, and 
to inform them that his queen was with chM, 
On the feventeenth of December, Bowes tfae 
Englifh embaffador arrived from Elizabeth at 
Edinburgh without the ufual paffports ; for 
which the council ordered him to confine 
himfelf to his houfe for a day. He endeavoured 
to excufe this extraordinary ftrain of infolencei 
when admitted to an audience, by pretending 
the urgency of his commiffion ; and prefented 
a letter from his miftrefs, complaining of the 
praftices of the papifts and the emifiaries of 
Spain againft the proteftant religion, and the 
S*b*owm!° peace of the two kingdoms* Nothing could 
be worfe founded than thofe complaints ; for 
the nation was never known to enjoy greater 
tranquillity than it did during the abfence ctf 
James. The lord Hamilton had examined the 
ftate of the borders ; and upon his return to Edin- 
burgh, the council had written a letter to £ng« 
land on tbathead, pointing out the method for 
preventing any diforders there ; and James had 
been particularly attentive to that quarter, ThB 
council taking Bowes's commiiEon into confi- 
deration, returned a rcfpeftful anfwer to Eliza^* 

beth« 
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beth, who offered to affift them, if ncceffsury, a. d. 1589. 
with her troops. Towards the end of January, 
1590, Elizabeth's ^prehenfions received fome 1590. 
countenance, by the landing, of fome Spaniards, %«-f«<>« 
with one Colvil, a Scotchman ; and James, who 3o» 
kept up a very dofe correfpondence with his 
regency, ordered them to be clofely confined, 
and Colvil to be put to the torture, threatening 
to turn out of his council, as papifts and prac«* 
ticers, all who fhould connive at their efcape. 

I ihaJl omit all the minute particulars of the /„ "ftr* 
royal pair's arrival in Scotland. They were at- scttund. 
tended by a fquadron of Danifh (hips, on board 
of which were the Daniih admiral and feveral 
officers of rank, with about thirty gentlemen, 
who wore gold chains by way of diftinftion; 
the whole number amounting to above two 
hundred and twenty perfons. I find from the 
public records, James was extremely anxious 
that their entertainment Ihould be magnificent 
as well as hofpitable ; but never was a court 
wOrfc provided for that purpofe ; and it was 
with the greateft difficulty, for want of money, 
that James could fave appearances, or get cre- 
dit for his own table and that of his queen, I 
perceive, however, that his agent, Colvil, had 
obtained fome fiipply from Elizabeth, who faw 
it was in vain any longer to oppofe his marriage, 
and wanted to footh him, becaufe the Spani- 
ards fiill continued their preparations againft 
England, By this fupply, and the loans ad- 
vanced 
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A.D.I590. vanced by fome of the great nobility, James 
was enabled to make a tolerable a.ppearance in 
the eyes of his guefts, particularly at the time 
of his queen's coronation. 

Hm qneea He had intimated to his council his intention 
to have that ceremony celebrated with all poffi- 
ble magnificence, and that it fliould be per- 
formed in the palace of Holy-rood houfe by 
Mr. Robert Bruce, who was but a prefbytcr. 
This is a proof that James had at this time got 
over many of his prepoffeffions in favour of epit 
copacy ; and indeed the good order and tran- 
quillity which reigned in Scotland during his 
abfence, left him no room to be difTatisfied with 
the ecclefiaftical conftitution. Some of the 
clergy, however, Melvil particularly, objeAed 
to the Jewifh ceremony of unction ; but James 
infilling that it fhould be performed, and threat- 
ening to employ a bifliop for that purpofe, they 
withdrew their oppofition, and flie was crown- 
ed in the palace of Holy-rood houfe, the crown 
being borne before James by the duke of Le- 
nox, the fceptre by lord Hamilton, (whofe fa- 
ther, the earl of Arran, continued to be infane) 
and the fword of ftate by the earl of Angus. 
The queen's crown was carried before her by the 
lord chancellor Thirlftan, and flie was at- 
tended by the ladies and noblemen of her own 
country ^. Mr. Galloway, the minifter of 

• I am far from confidering the names of thp psuticular perr 
(pns who aflliled at this coronation^ as being of no importance 
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Perth, preached a fermon; Bruce took her a.d.is5^ 
oath, anointed and crowned her; and Melvil pro- 
nounced a Latin harangue. Next day fiiemade a 
public entry into Edinburgh, where the magif- 
trates prepared a fplendid entertainment for 
her Danifli attendants, who foon after tookleave 
of their majeflies, and returned to Denmark 
loaded with rich prefents. 

The feftivities being over, it foon appeared, 
that the calm which fo lately flattered James 
was deceitful. Unmeafurably addided to 
pomp, pleafures, and fports ; hafty in his refo- 
lutions, but indolent in» feeing them executed; 
without true courage in himfelf, and a prey to 
the defigns of others ; the reins of his govern- 
ment were now fo relaxed, that thef worft evils 
of the ariftocratical conftitutiou recurred. 

The carls of Huntley and Murray tyrannized ^"^'^V 
in the north, without knowing any power "^''^ 

to hiftory, and the\mention of them h^e^is a mark of refpe£): due 
to their ddcendants. Th^dilke of Lenox» the earls M^rihall, An- 
gus, Crawford, Rothes, lord Hamilton, the earls of Marr, Mon- 
trofe, Athol, Murray, BothwcU, bilhop of Orkney, the abbots of 
Pufly, Lindores, Cambulkenneth, Melrofs, CulroO, the bi- 
Ihops of Dunkeld and Brechin, and the lord Altree 5 Sir James 
Douglas of Dnimlanrig, Sir James Johnftone of Johnftone, Sir 
Bobert Carr of Cesford, Sir Walter Scot of Balcleugh, Sir Alex-^ 
andcr Stuart of Garlies, Sir Robert Gordon the younger of 
Lochinvar, Sir James Melvil of Hallhil, Sir John Cockburn of 
Qrmifton, Sir James Scot of Balveny, Sir John Campbell of La- 
wcr. Sir Duncan Campbell of Glenorchy, Sir Thomas Lyon 
mafter of Glamis, Sir John Carmichael of CarmichacI, Sir 
J^mes Scrymfeor conftable of Dundee, Su: Thomas Kennedy 
tutor of Caflilis, Sir John Jlaitland chancellor, created lord 

para* 
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A. D. 1590. paramount to their own. The latter, vhofe 
name was Stuart, and of the family of Odut'j 
tree, had married the daughter and heirefi to 
the regent Murray, and through her he fuc- 
ceeded to his title. The variance between the 
two families ftill fubfifted ; and one of the name 
of Gordon happening to be killed by the tutor 
of Ballandalloch, the latter refufing to appcff 
b.efore a court of juftice, put himfelf under 
the protection of the earl of Murray. Huntley 
had orders to apprehend the ofiender, whofe 
name was Grant, and he took the caftle of Bat 
landalloch. This prodtUc :d an affociations^ un- 
der the earl of Murray, of the Clan Grant, and 
Clan Catton, and the other families hereditary 
enemies to the houfe of Huntley. Their place 
of rendezvous was Forres, a town in the neigh- 
bourhood of Murray's houfe of Tarn way; but 
the alTociators were furprized and diilipated by 
Huntley with fome bloodflied. James inter- 
pofed, and with difficulty diffuaded Hunriey 
from purfuing his revenge ; fo that the quarrel 
went no farther at that time. 

Scarcely was this commotion abated, when 
matters of a very different importance em- 
ployed the court. James, partly through the 
prejudice of education, and partly through a 
natural weaknefs and credulity, was ftrongly 
prepoffeffed with a belief in the reality of 
witchcraft. Three women and a man were on 
that account apprehended and imprifoned. 

The 
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The women were grave, matron-like perfons ; a, d. 1590, 

but one of them (Simpfon), whofe head feems 

to have been difturbed, was burnt upon her own „,/{^'' . 

... Witche»ap« 

confeffion, of having a communication with prchended 
the devil. The man, whofe name was Gra- 
ham, had been long reputed a forcerer, and 
very poffibly earned his bread by the credulity 
of the vulgar, who confulted him. As the dif- 
belief of witchcraft at that time would have 
been as dangerous as the crime itfelf, Graham 
was apprehended and examined ; and he im- 
peached the earl of Bothwell (who very pof- 
fibly was one of the people who confulted him 
thro' curiofity) with having queftioned him 
concerning feveral fads relating to the king, 
"which amounted to too great a curiofity 
concerning Jiis majefty's fate, I am inclined 
to believe, that the fellow was inftigated to 
this by fomc creatures of the chancellor, who 
ivas BothwelFs capital enemy, and who fuf- 
pedted that he was at the head of a party 
forming againft him. Be this as it will. Both- 
well was committed prifoner to the caftle of 
Edinburgh, from whence he efcaped after 
about a month's confinement. 

There is no charafter of thofe times fo dark BoihweU't 
as that of Bothwell. He is reprefented by upoITlhc 
hillorians as being the Catiline of Scotland, h"/'^** 
with a head to contrive, and a hand to exe- 
cute any wickednefs. The truth is, he feems 
to have been a hot defperate man ; but he was 
inviolably attached to the unfortunate queen 

Vol. VIIL P p Mary, 
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A. D. 1591. Mary, aad upon all occafions a declared enemy 
of Elizabeth and the Englifli, con&quently of 
the chancellor, who was the fole fupport of 
faer intereft at the court of James. After fab 
efcape, he was declared a rebel ; his eftate vas 
foif eiced ; and a proclamation was iflued, charg- 
ing him with the crime of necromancy, upOB 
the evidence of witches and wizards, who d" 
ther had fuffered, or were to fuffer on that ac- 
count, and prohibiting all {iibje6ks of Scotland 
to correfpond with him under the high^ pe- 
nalties. Bothwell gave out that all the perifi- 
cution raifed againil him proceeded from the 
chancellor, who then governed James in fo de- 
fpotic a manner, that a firong confpiracy was 
formed againA him. Even the duke of Lenox 
had privately entered into it ; and the youog 
queen, iivho began to difplay her talents for 
court-intrigue, did not difcourage it. The 
earls of March and Hume, and almoft all the 
great nobility, favoured it ; fo that the ehaor 
cellor feemed to ftand by himfelf. 

He was indeed a man of parts, but he 
could not have maintained his ground with 
James (for though he was a minifter, he was 
r/ot his favourite) had he not been powerfully 
fupported by Elizabeth. Bowes was ftiJl her 
minifter at the court of Scotland, and fent 
her fuch intelligence as convinced her, that the 
chancellor fupported his credit only through 
the poverty of James, which Elizabeth re- 
lieved, I do not, however, find* that ihe had 

as 
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as yet gifen him any regular permanent fe- a.d. i^, 
curity foT the enjoyment of his penfion. James 
had cttipioyed Che baron of Wecmys to foHi- 
cit her to fulfil the promfifes and offers fhe 
made him by Afhby, and to grant him the Lc- 
iio% eftate in England. She flatly refufed both ; Murdcn't 
3»d pretended that Afhby was ready to take 
Iws oath that fee never had empowered him to 
make any fuch propofals. James was obliged 
to ftibmk ; and I find by the ftate-papersy that 
hfis pcffon was at thi^ time befet by Elizabeth's 
fpies. One Hudfon was the moft trufted Rymer, 
armong them; and the reader will find part of J?;^' 
af fetter of his to Burleigh, containing a ftri'king 
pifture of Jaifnes and his court ^ at this pe- 
ricfidtf every word of which is corroborated by 
fardU and events. 

* Speaking of the danger of James being furprized; by BotH- 
wdWnd) his fa€Kon, he proceeds as follows : " This danger of 
the king's furprize cannot be prevented by advice nor advertife- 
ment i for he is of a difpofition that will hardly believe fuch 
raatWeVs till they Be too evident ; and again, he will not be re. 
ftrained from the fields, and in his paftime for any refpe^l. 

" And feeing they that pofTefs his ear, may move him to do 
many things, when he heareth no other but them, it refteth how 
he may be preferved from evil company $ and this danger, which 
muft be by a guard, which he is not able to maintain by no 
roeansy (for, while I was tliere, his table and the- queen's had 
like to have been unferved by want) the queen, her houfe and 
train, are more eafy to him than his own ; and all his fervants of 
great place abufe him, and ever}' of them ferveth one another's 
tOFn- ^ and the king being over frank, and fomewhat negligent, 
fuftaineth the want and (hame ; for he hath nothing, that he ac« 
ctfiMitefh certain, to come into his purfe, but what he hath from 
her majefty, which of e^ctreme need he is driven fore againil his 
heart, to urge her majefty for fome certainty in, and that ac- 
Ciftat may" be sMde^ aad times of paykaenC-affigned.** 

Pp 2 BothwelU 
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A. D, 1591. Bothwell, after his efcape out of the caftlc 
of Edinburgh, refided with his friends upon 
the borders ; but, notwithftanding the fevere 
proclamation againft correfponding with him, 
he was underhand aflifted and encouraged by 
the principal perfonages at court, and the lord 
Hume appeared openly in his company. He 
j^^.^^ had even the infolence to approach the gates of 
Edinburgh, while he knew James was at Falk- 
land, and to proclaim at the head of a party of 
horfe a reward to any one who would put the 
perfon of the chancellor in his hands. The 
latter knew his danger, and complained to 
James that BothwelPs infolence was favoured 
by the earls of Marftiall, Morton, and Errol, 
the mafter of Glamis, and many others, James 
hurried to Edinburgh, and ordered a force to 
be levied againft Bothwell ; but in the mean 
while he committed the earl of MaHhall pri- 
foner to the caftle of Edinburgh, and the mafter 
of Glamis to that of Blacknefs, while the lord 
Hyme and Bucclcugh, who was Bothwcirs 
fon-in-law, had licences to go abroad. 
oftfticcefs- While James thought that by thofc vigorous 
meafures he was living in fure tranquillity, he 
was upon the brink of lofing his liberty. The 
duke of Lenox privately hinted to Bothwell 
that he would give him, and his moft defpe- 
rate followers, admittance within the walls of 
the palace, where he would be joined by others j 
^nd that it would be eafy for fifty men to fur-i 

priasQ 
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prize the perfons both of James and the chan* A«D«i5fs. 
cellor. Bothwell embraced the propofal ; and 
while James was at fupper, the court of his pa^ 
lace was filled with armed men, and he had 
juft time to efcape to a tower, which was, it 
feems, a place of fome ftrength. The chancel- 
lor's apartments were befet, and he efcaped by 
a private communication into thofe of the 
^ueen; but the confpirators would probably 
have fucceeded, had not Sir George Sandilands, 
a gentleman of the bedchamber, alarmed the 
citizens of Edinburgh, who poured down an 
fuch numbers to refcue the king, that the con- 
fpirators were beaten off, and eight or nine of 
them were executed next morning without 
any formality of law. Several of the king's 
domeflics, his furgeon particularly, were after- 
wards proved to be principally concerned in 
the confpiracy; but though they were impri- 
foned, they were fet at liberty, as were the 
earl of Marfhall, and the mailer of Glamis. 

It was generally fuppofed that the earl of j^J^J^ 
Bothwell fled to the north : and it was ni- !^^*^^ 
moured, that his kinfman, the earl of Mur- 
ray, was prefent with him at his attempt upon 
the palace. The chancellor advifed James to 
employ lord Ochiltree to bring Murray to 
court, that he might be reconciled to Huntley ; 
but James was fo prepoflefled againft Murray, 
vho was then at his mother's houfe at Duny- 
birfill, which (lands on the north banks of the 

Forth, 
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A.D,i59». Fortby that he gare Huntley a commiffion to 
bring him to a tria)^ and if ifeedfo) to apply 
force for that purpofe. Haotley wa^ fo kMi 
to execute this order, that he negte^ed t€ take 
it from James in v^riting^ till his friends pot 
him in mind of his danger } and Gordds of 
Buckie went back to £dinburgb, and pro* 
cured a writing from the chancellor^ \fOt of 
what nature is doubtful ; for it was thought Id- 
be a warrant for putting Murray to deaflu 
Huntley and his friends croffing the Forlb m 
boats, found Murray prepared to defend bim- 
feff, and feme of Huntley's attendants wert 
wounded. Upon this, the Gordons, who 
were a hundred and twenty flout men^ and 
well-armed, fet fire to the houfe, and Mar- 
ray's followers furrendered themfeJveS' prifon- 
ers ; but he hinrfelf endeavouring to efcapc to 
a boat, was difcovered, overtaken, ajad barba- 
roofly murdered. Though I have given the 
hiftory of this tragedy, as reprcfented by the 
hiftorians of the Gordon family, who do not 
materially differ from Spotfwood^'s account, 
yet there is ground to fufpeft that the murder 
of Murray was premeditated. Dunbar, the 
fheriff of Murray, was killed at the fanre time. 
"When the cataftrophe was over, Huntley dtf- 
patched Buckie to acquaint James witfi what 
Itad happened ; but the news having reached 
Edinburgh before his arrival, the public was fo 
e:&:afperated, that he was obliged precipitately 

to 
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to leave the to/wu^ upoa which Huntley re- a. 0.15^ 
tired northwards ; but captain Cordon, one of 
his chief foUoivers, whom he had left behind 
Jhim wounded, was brought to Edinburgh, 
9od beheaded next day. 

Balfour, in his Manufcript Annals, fays, it 1!?^^?^ 
v^as publicly talked that James was jealous of 
the earl of Murray, who was one of the hand- 
ibmeft men of his age ^y becaufe the queen 
Tome days before had launched out in his 
commendation ; on which account he privately 
ordered Huntley to murder him. That James 
was capable of giving fuch an order cannot be 
doubted ; but I quefiion greatly whether he 
was fufceptiblc of jealoufy. The fubfequent 
part of this tragical affair gives great colour to 
Balfour's report. The fury of the people was 
fo great, that James, in a manner, fled to Falk- 
land, and from thence to Glafgow, where he 
gave orders for Huntley to be tried, and in the 
mean while to be confined in the cafile of 
Blacknefs. The hiftorians of the Gordon fa- 
inily fay, that when the day of the trial came, 
f&O prolecutor appeared ; and upon his finding 
furety to fiand his trial when called upon, he 
was fet at liberty. Balfour fays, that on the mss. 

• He 4¥a6 diftiiiguifhed by the epithet of the Bonny (that i$ 
beautiful) earl of Muiray ; and a ballad compered at the time, 
which ftill remains, under that title, and has been publiflied by 
Mr. parcy io his Reliques of Ancient Poetry, gives fome coun- 
tenance to Balfour's report, that the queen beheld hini with no 
w£lV!Pttrxble «>«• 

thirteenth 
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A.D.15^ thirteenth of March^ a royal proclamation was 
publifhedy iohibiting the young earl of Mur- 
ray to purfue the earl of Huntley for his fa* 
ther's flaughter, in refpeft he being warded in 
the caftle of Blacknefs for the fame murther^ 
was willing to abide a trial, averring that he 
had done nothing but by the king's majefty's 
commifHon, and fo was neither art nor part in 
the murther. Upon the whole, it is admitted 
on all hands^ that James interpofed to prevent 
Huntley from taking his trial ; a conduft 
that very juftly gives rife to the blackeft fut 
picions. 

MX^an^i Among the other relaxations of government, 
was the non-execution of the late ads and 
proclamations againft papifls* In the parlia- 
ment which met in June, the clergy peti* 
tioned, that the adb for annexing the eccle- 
iiaftical revenues to the crown might be re- 
pealed, and that no dignified clergyman fhould 
from thenceforward fit in the parliament ; but 
fome fevere votes pa^Ted againft acting priefts 
and jefuits, though qualified in fuch a manner, 
as left it in the king's breaft to fee them put in 
execution or not. The aft of parliament made 
in 1584 againft the difcipline of the church, 
was repealed, and the difcipline then in prac- 
tice was ratified, but greatly to the diilike of 
James, who thought that the fcale of the 
clergy thereby acquired too great a weight of 
power. He was, however, obliged to give 

way 
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Viray to the temper of the times, which was fo A.D.1592. 
violent^ that the clergy endeavoured to abo- 
lifh the act for confirming the royal authority^ 
or rather the king's power for controuling the 
clergy ; but though they did not fuccced in 
this, it was declared, " That the faid ftatute 
Ihould be no ways prejudicial nor derogatory 
to the privilege that God hath given to the 
fpiritual oiEce-bearer in the church, concerning 
heads of religion, matters of herefy, excom- 
munication, collation, or deprivation of mi- 
nifters, or any fuch efl'ential cenfures ground- 
ed, and having warrant of the word of God.'* 

Calderwood, who may be fafcly trufted on CaWer- 
this head, informs us, that a committee of the 268.' *** 
afiembly was " appointed to go immediately 
to his majefty, and to admonifh him gravely, 
in name of the Eternal, to have refpeft in 
time to the eftate of the true religion, to the 
many murders and oppreflions daily multi* 
plied through impunity and lack of juftice, 
and to difcharge his kingly office in both/^ 
From the (ame author we learn, that the af* 
fembly iffued a commiffion for profecuting the 
carl of Huntley ; that all the conceffions made 
to the church in this parliament were obtained 
through the chancellor, to avert the effects of 
the public odium, for the part he had afted in 
the earl of Murray's tragedy. Before this par- 
liament rofe, the earl of Bothwell was again 
forfeited; and many of his friends, the earl 

Voi-yill. C^q of 
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A. p. 159a. of Athol, and the mailer of Gray particulaily} 
were profecuted for flieltcring him. Notwithp '• 
fianding tliis, fo great was the public hatred of I 
the chancellor, that Bothwell appeared publkiy 
in many parts of the kingdom, and agaia at^ 
tempted to furprize the king's perfon. 

In this he was encouraged by the earls of An- 
gus and Errol, the mafter of Gray, coloiod 
Stuart, and other perfons of rank and credit 
at court, who were to open the gates of Falklaod 
palace, and give him admiilion by night. la 
this they failed ; and Bothwell, who had come 
to the place appointed with about three hun- 
dred^ horfemen, but faint and fatigued wkh 
their long march, with great difficulty made 
his efcape. The inhabitants of the neighboariag 
towns taking the alarm, and* pouring into the 
^1 "ttcmpt kihg's affiftance, about eighteen of Bothwell'i 
ef Both- followers were taken in the purfuit, and exe- 
cuted at Edinburgh ; but he himfelf efcaped to 
the weft borders, and afterwards threw himCdf 
into England, where he opened a new fcene* 
which fliews him to have been a maa of no 
mean abilities. It does not properly belong to 
this hiftory to make particular mention of all 
the perfecutions carried on againft BothweU*» 

• SpotfwGod makes them but a hundred and twenty, and Mon- 
ies fays, that James having previoufly difcovered tfcc plot, re- 
tired to a fortified tower, from whence he fired upon the ccm- 
fpirators. He adJs, that they could not be immediately pw- 
fucd J for being borderers, thty had broke open the ftables, and 
carried oft the horles In the neighbourhood* 

friends. 
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friends. It is fufficient to fay, that though ^«>-*5^»- 
many were convifted, few or none fuffered, 
the queen openly taking their part, and inter- 
ceding for them with her hufband, who had 
neither the power nor the inclination to punifh 
them. He raifed indeed a body of men, and 
marched to Dumfries in purfuit of Bothwell ; 
but when he came there, he found that noble- 
man fo popular, that he was obliged to publiih 
a general pardon to all his followers who were 
willing to return to their duty. 

The Spaniards, notwithftanding their fre- ASpiiufli 
quent difappointments, had never laid afide ^^l ^'^^ 
entirely their fcheme of invading England 
through Scotland ; and what is fliil more ex- 
traordinary, the popifli earls of Huntley, An- 
gusy andErrol, feemed to be as willing as ever to 
join them. The earl of Angus had been lately 
imprifoned on account of his connexions with 
Bothwell ; but had been delivered through the 
queen's interceffion, and reftored to fuch fa- 
vour, that he was font northward, with a com- 
miflion from James to quiet the difturbanccs 
of the north, which had arifen between the 
Gordons and the Clan Cattan, and the othef 
friends of the earl of Murray, which he per*- 
formed with great fuccefs. While he was exe- 
cuting this commiflion, Mr. George Ker, bro- 
ther to the lord Newbottle, was difcovered on 
board a (hip bound for Spain, andfetitprifoner to 
Edinburgh with all his papers. At firil he dc- 

<^q 2 nied 
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A. 0.1592. nied the whole charge that had been brought 
againft him j and the commiffioners fcnt to \ 
examine him were unwilling, on account of 
his birth, to put him to the torture. James hcar- 

Moyfcs, injr of this, was offended with the commiffion- 
ers, and ordered peremptorily that he 'mould 
be tortured ; but upon the firft or fecond firoke 
of the boot wedges, Ker's conftaney failed him, 
and he made the following confeffion : 
,^93, ^^ That upon a letter fent from Mr. William 

Creichton the jefuit, then refiding in Spain, and 
affurance given of the king of Spain's aid for 
the alteration of religion, Mr* James Gordon 
and Mr. Ptobert Abercrombie, jefuits, had de- 
vifed to fend one to Spain, to certify the king 
of the concurrence of the Scottifh catholics in 
his fervice ; and that, for the greater fecrccy, 
the three forenamed earls fliould undertake for 
the reft, and by their letters teftify the fame. 
That this being proponed to the noblemen, they 
did willingly confent, and accordingly fet their 
hands to eight blanks, fix whereof were to be 
filled as miffives from them to the king of Spain, 
and the two other with procurations, one for 
the meffenger's credit, the other for the arti- 
cles that fhould be drawn up in Spain. That 
the filling of the blanks was trufted to Mr. Wil- 
liam Creichton and Mr. James Tyrie ; and that 
jSir James Chifholm, one of the king's mafter 
houfliolds, was firft cliofen to be carrier of the 
tlfmks; but that he being impeded through 

(bmo 
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fome private l^ufinefc, they were delivered to a- 0.159?. 
him fubfcribed in the month of Oftober, he 
being then in Edinburgh." He farther decla- 
red, " That by conference at the fame time 
with the earls of Angus and Errol, he under- 
ftood that the king of Spain was to fend an 
army of thirty thoufand men into Scotland, 
whereof fifteen thoufand fhould remain in the 
country, and with the afliftance of the catho- 
lics either alter the prefent religion, or procure 
liberty to their own profeffion : and that the 
reft of the army (hould invade England, being 
conveyed thither by the catholic lords, who 
were to meet the army at their landing, which 
was appointed to be either at Kirkudbright in 
Galloway, or in the mouth of Clyde.'' 

Though Spotfwood has gravely delivered Oifjirofei. 
this confeffion, without feeming to make the 
Icaft doubt of its truth, yet it is abfurd and ri- 
diculous to the laft degree. The ftory of the 
blanks is an unmeaning forgery ; and though 
•Dr. Robertfon fays, that torture was only 
threatened to Ker, it certainly was applied to 
him in the manner above-mentioned, as is plain 
from the evidence of Moyfes and Ker's own 
letter, which he afterwards wrote to Gordon of i^.a. 
Auchindown ; and in which he difclaimed the toX^Hik. 
whole of his confeffion, after he was fet at li- Hwfc of 
berty. The crown of Spain was at this time ^'^^^ 
unable to have furnilhed five thoufand men, 
far Icfs thirty thoufand, as is mentioned in the 

con* 
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A* D. 1593. confcfllon, upon any invafion of England. 
Elizabeth's fleets were viclorious on every fca; 
and flie was ruining the Spanifh commerce in 
its moft eflcntial branches. The whole of the 
accufation fcems to reft upon the wrong-headed 
praftices of Creichton in Spain, where he had 
got into fome favour with the Catholic king, 
and had prevailed with Ker to forge or obtain the 
blanks, for other purpofes. 

Hifiorians who write of thofe times, fccm to 
adopt the confeflions of prifoners as fo many 
truths, without reflecling, that under the fear 
of pain and torture, they ought to have no 
no kind of validity. As all cowards are cruel, 
James had perpetual recourfe in all matters con- 
cerning his own government to the praftice of 
torture, without the fmalleft remorfe or reluc- 
tance. It is therefore in vain to urge the con- 
feflion of David Graham of Fintry as corro- 
borating that of Ker, becaufe Graham, had he 
not made it, muft have been tortured like- 
wife, and he chofe to die eafily by being be- 
headed. 

The earl of Angus, when he returned to 
Edinburgh, being ignorant of the difcoveries 
made by Ker, Graham, and others, inftead of 
receiving thanks for the late eminent ferviccs 
he had performed, was fent prifoner to the caf- 
tle of Edinburgh ; but denied every particular 
of Ker's plot, and maintained that the whole 
was an infamous confpiracy to ruin the Roman 

catho- 
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catholic nobility in Scotland. The credit of the a. d. 159^ 
plot, however, was ftrenuoufly fupported by 
Elizabeth's embaflador, Bowes, and a frefli pro- 
clamation was iflued againft Bothwelh That 
nobleman's penetration foon difcovered, that 
though he was employed, he was not trailed 
either by the popifh lords, or by the party in 
oppoiition to the chancellor ; and he made his 
peace with Elizabeth, by difcovering all he 
knew of the former's correfpondence with her 
enemies. The difcoveries made by Ker (for that 
fome letters had pafled upon the occaiion is un- 
deniable) gave great fandlion to Bothwell's in- 
formation ; and fhe ordered the lord Burgh to 
go to Scotland, and fecond the folicitations of 
Sir Robert Bowes, in bringing the popifh, or, as 
they were called, the afibciated, lords to jufUce, 
and annexing their eftates unalienably to the 
crown. 

The iituation of James at this time is hardly situatM «f 
to be defcribed. His timidity and irrefolution ^*°***' 
drove him to flatter his clergy, and feemingly 
to comply with the voice of his proteflant fub- 
jefts, which now demanded the puniihment of 
the confpirators, whom he was, notwithftand- 
ing, fecretly refolved to pardon. He trembled 
at the very name of Bothwell, not only for his 
treafons and turbulence, but for his fuppofed 
necromancy. His queen now openly headed 
the enemies of the. chancellor, becaufe he de- 
tauied an efiate which fhe faid w^as parcel of 

the 
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A.D. 1593. the abbey of Dumfermling, her jointure. James 
detefted Elizabeth, who he knew had received 
Bothwell into her favour; and he dreaded giv« 
ing audience to the new Englifli embaflador, 
becaufe he expeded him to infill upon an im- 
mediate decifive anfwer, with which his non- 
compliance would endanger, if not forfeit, his 
penfion from Elizabeth. He confulted his clcr- 
* ' gy; and by their intcreft, his proteftant fub- 
jeds offered to raife him a guard of three hun- 
dred horfe, and a hundred foot for his own per- 
fon, provided he would march northwards 
with an army, in purfuit of the three popilh 
lords ; for Angus had by this time efcaped out 
of prifon,by the connivance,! am apt to think, 
of James himfelf. James followed this advice, 
without waiting for the arrival of lord Burgh ; 
and charging all his fubjecls on the north of the 
Forth to join him, he arrived at Aberdeen on 
the twenty-fecoiid of February, fix days after 
Graham of Fintry had been beheaded, for his 
concern in the plot, at Edinburgh. Upon his 
arrival there, he helda juftice court, rather for 
form than bufinefs, and he received into-favour 
all who gave fecurity for their good behaviour. 
The three popifli lords fl:ill kept the field, but 
without committing any hoftilities ; and James 
privately gave their wives affurances of fafety,if 
they would furrender themfelves to their trial. 
Infhort, James found all thenortheni parts of 
of his kingdom in perfed tranquillity, and 

having 
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having made the earls of Marfhall and Athol his a«d. 1593. 
lieutenants there, he returned to Edinburgh 
about the middle of Manrch. 

The lord Burgh at this time was arrived in hc gives au- 
Scotland, and James could no longer defer giv- theTngHA 
ing him an audience. The reader in the notes ^ ««»>*«^^°'- 

• " While his majefty was in thofe parts, according to the 
information which came before his majefty took his journey^ 
an English embaffador came to Edinburgh, who was a nobleman 
called lord Barroch (Burgh) ; and after his majefty's return to 
Edinburgh, which was about the icth of March 1592, he had 
audience of his majefty, when he delivered his letters, and con- 
ferred a certain fpace with the king. The purport of his com- 
mlflfion was, That in refpcft of the banner taken up, and enmity 
profefled by the king of Spain, and his adherents of the league^ 
againft this.ifland of England and Scotland, and all that profei» 
God's true religion, it would therefore pleafe his majefty to de- 
nounce war by his herald or embafliidor, againft the king of 
Spain. Secondly, That fuch as were apprehended and fugitate 
for this late confpiracy, with fuch others as the embalTador 
ihould name, fliould be profecuted and puniflied with all rigour 
and extremity. Thirdly, That the league of amity paffed be- 
tw^ixt the two kingdoms might be renewed. 

** Thefe proportions were made \jy the faid embaffador to hia 
majefty and council prefent for the time with his highnefs, in his 
own lodgings. To which, anfwer was made by Sir Robert Mel- 
vil of Mordccaimy, knight, treafurer, depute, according to his 
majefty *s dire6lion, as follows : 

** To the firft anent the denunciation of war againft the king of 
Spain, he anfwered ; That fuch occafion was not offered, feeing 
the faid king remained our confederate friend, in fuch fort, that 
the whole fubje6ls of this realm had free pafTage and trade, at 
their pleafure, within his realm and dominions : and, in cafe he 
intended to land any forces in this country, in order to invade 
England, (as he had good caufe to do for the many wrongs he 
bad received of the queen of England and her fubjedls) he 
would give in pledges that we fliould thereby receive no harm ; 
and if it pleafed his majefty, our mafter, to receive money, good 
deed and perpetual friendfliip, in return for fuch liberty and per- 
miifion to pafs through our county, it fhould be heard -, calling' 
herewith to remembrance, That at the time the Spanifti navy was** 
making for England, there was an embailador fent hcre^ cravfing 

Vot, Vni. H r our 
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A. D. 1593. Will fiiid from Moyfes acurious, and feemingly 
authentic account of the written part of this 
negotiation, which we meet with in no other 
author; but I am inclined to believe, that the 
anfwer given in by James was drawn up after 
he defpaired of obtaining any money from 
Elizabeth. Burgh, in his audience, had iniifted 
that the eftates of the traitors fhould be con- 
fifcated. James replied, that the confpiracy 
was fo flrong, that he could not fupprels it 
without a fupply of Elizabeth's money ; and that 
flie was more concerned in defending Scotland, 
than fhe was in protecting France or the Low 
Countries againft the power of Spain. Next 
audience, Burgh interceded for the pardon of 
Bothwell, (who was then lurking in Edin- 
burgh) to which James gave a fpirited negative; 
but promifed that the trial of the popiflh lords 
fliould take place, and to fend an embaffador of 
his own to Elizabeth. 

onr afiifcance in vvithflanding tliefe Grangers to land in thi* 
ill:«id ; :ind who, for that fervice, in the name of her majefty 
and council, oltered to nominate the king's majefty our inafter, 
fecond perfou of England 5 to make him prince of Wales j anJ 
many fiich fair otFcrsvvere made : but feeing God fought the bat- 
tle, and difa^pointed that enterprize, thofe offers were p:iireJ 
from, and hid majefty therd^y i'colFed, by alledging, that that 
anibaflador hud traniccndevA the bounds of his commiftion, anJ 
merited to bf hanged. 

** It v;as anfv* ertd to the fecond, that his majefty was a free 
prince, and would receive no direction from the queen of England 
to ufe his own fubjects with rigour or clemency 5 afld fo as it 
pleufed him he would do in that cafe. 
<■* «* It was anfwered to the third, that the league of amity needed 
no renewing; for there was no breach thereof as yet, but thefanv 
ftoodeffe6lual. With thefc anfwersthe Kngliih embafTaJor depart ciJ 
homeward about the tenth or '.-leventh of April i593«^' 
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This negotiation gave Elizabeth fo little fa- a.d. 159J. 
tisfadion, that fiie threatened to bring the af- emblflkdw. 
fociated lords, as fhe had done Bothwell, into 
her party againft Spain ; but while flie was per- 
plexed how to behave. Sir Robert Melvil ap- 
peared at her court as embaffador from James. 
He was inftrufted to demand money for levy- 
ing fix hundred foldiers, and that Bothwell 
fhould be given up, according to the treaties 
between the two crowns, which fuffcred nei- 
ther prince to harbour the rebels of the other, 
Elizabeth had too good intelligence not to fee 
that James made ufe of the pretext of profc- 
cuting the affociated lords, only that he might 
touch her money ; and as to Bothwell, he con- 
tinned fiill in Scotland fecreted by the Englilh 
embaflador. 

The party formed againft the chancellor was 
now become fo ftrong, that Elizabeth found 
he could do her no farther fervice ; and fhe ne- 
glecting him, he retired to his eftates in the ^ 
country, where he was privately vifited by 
James, to the great difquiet of the other coun- 
fellors. The queen, from private converfation 
between them, found that James certainly 
would recall him to the council-board; and 
that the chancellor, to make a friend in the 
queen, had religned to her the difputed eftate. 
This coming to the ears of the duke of Lenox, Bothwell 
the earl of Athol, the lord Ochiltree, and Z^,^^ 
Other enemies of the chancellor, they refolved *=**"'*• 

Kv z to 
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A. D. 1593: iQ introduce BothwcU into the royal prefcncc 
The countefs of Athol accordingly brought 
him and his companion, Colvil, unperceived 
by any, through a pofiern-gate into the king's 
bed-chamber. James, upon feeing them, called 
out treafon ; but they laid their fwords at his 
feet, and fell upon their knees. According to 
Spotfwood's relation, James threw himfelf into 
a chair, and offering his breaft, ordered the 
traitors to itrike, becaufe having been di(ho« 
noured by their prefence, he did not delire to 
live longer. While this fcene pafFed, the carl 
of Mar and Sir William Keith entered the 
room ; and about three hundred of Bothwell's 
party had taken poffeflion of the outer courts 
of the palace. The people of Edinburgh took 
the alarm ; and came with their provoft. Sir 
Alexander Home, at their head, to refcue their 
foverejgn ; but James, by this time, eafily per* 
ceived that Bothwell was only the inftrument 
made ufe of by his queen, the duke of Lenox, 
and his other great lords, to prevent the re- 
turn of the chancellor ; and by the earl of 
Mar's advice, he Ihewcd himfelf at the win^ 
dow, where he defircd the citizens to retire, 
and wait his farther orders. Such, in fub- 
ftancc, is archbifhop Spotfwood's account of 
this amazing revolution at tlic court of Scot- 
land. As the archbilhop probably had it from 
the king himfelf, we may eafiiy imagine it to 
be drawn up in the moll favourable light for 

his 
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his majefty's charader. Calderwood relates it a. a 1591. 
in a very diflFerent manner ; for he fays, that J^l^ 
when the king wanted to retire into the ^<>^*«'^ 
queen's chamber, it was locked ; and that he 
was inftantly befet by the duke of Lenox, the 
carl of Athol, and the other confpirators, who 
went between him and the door, and inter- 
ceded for Bothwell. By all accounts, the lat- 
ter behaved with great addrefs as well as re- 
iignation to his majeily ; for he humbly afked 
pardon for his real offences and treafons, but 
offered to take his trial upon the charge of ne- 
cromancy and confulting wizards. The £ng- 
lifh embafiador was privy to the whole tranf- 
adion ; and when the king's panic began to 
abate, he prefented the following articles to be 
figned by him. 

^ Firft, That remiffion fhould be granted to 
Bothwell, his friends and partakers, for all 
attempts againft his majefty's perfon and au- 
thority in any time paft, and promife made ne- 
ver to call or purfue him and his forefaids for 
any by-paft fad ; as likewife to repoflefs them 
in their houfes and lands, notwithilanding 
whatfoever procefs laid againft them. 

" Second, That a parliament fliould be called 
m November next, and fuch an acl paft in his 
and their favours, as was made at Linlithgow^ 
Anno 1585, for their greater fecurity. 

f* Third, That during that time, the king 
ibould not receive in his company the chancel- 
lor, 
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A.D. X593. Iqp^ the lord Home, the mafier of Glamis, and 
Sir George Home, knight • 

" Fourth, That from henceforth, the car! of 
Bothwell, his friends and followers, fhould be 
efteemed as good and lawful fubjeds, and ufed 
with as much favour as if they had never of- 
fended." 
^^ ^ Thofe articles were figned by James, and 

ibfoience of fuch of his privv-counfcllors as were friends to 

the clergy. * ' ^ 

Bothwell, together with the magiflrates and 
miniftcrs of Edinburgh. Soon after, Both- 
well took his trial upon the charge of witch- 
craft, and was acquitted on the tenth of Au- 
guft by the unanimous voice of his jury. 
Notwithflanding this, fuch was James's dread 
and abhorrence of Bothwell, that he obliged him 
to leave the court, till his attendance fhould be 
required. The greater conceffions James made^ 
the more he was determined to retraft them. 
The clergy had this year obtained an acl of 
parliament, by which thofe who contemned 
the cenfures of the church were declared to be 
outlaws. James had been conflrained, by the 
neceffity of the times, to pafs this acl, which 
armed his clergy with powers fo formidable, 
that he was more than ever refolvcd to par- 
don the affociatcd lords, or, perhaps, ftill to go 
farther lengths with the court of Spain. He 
received the countefs of Huntley at his court 
with great afiecllon and refpecl, till Ihc was 
driven from it by the clamour and power of 

the 
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the clergy ; and when he was at liberty to fol- a.d.is^j, 
low his own inclination, he treated all the 
charge againft the affociated lords as a forgery. 
He Ipent fome days at his ufual diverfions; 
but took care to form fuch a party of Both- 
well's enemies, as fhould in the next conven- 
tion difcngage him from the fliameful obliga- 
tions he had laid himfelf under. His indigna- 
tion >yas heightened by the grofs aflfronts 
which the clergy were daily offering to his au- 
thority. They even prefumed to threaten ex* 
communication to all merchants trading with 
Spain ; and they actually excommunicated the 
earls of Huntley, Errol, and Angus, by which 
they became outlaws. 

Though James continued to be befet by 
Bothwell's faction, yet they did not think it 
fafe to controul him ; and having, on pretence 
of regulating the affairs of the borders, fum- 
moned a convention to meet him at Stirling, 
he declared to the members the circumftances 
under which he had been forced to enter into 
the late compromife with Bothwell ; and they 
declared it to be diflionourable, and not bind- 
ing to performance. Upon this, an act was 
paffed, " That his majefty, with the advice of 
the eftates, had recalled the grant made to 
Bothwell in Auguff lail ; and that being a free 
prince, he might ufe the fervice of any of his 
fubjeds, and call them to him at his plcafure.'' 
Notwithfianding this act, he offejed a pardon 

to 

i 
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A.D.t5^ to Bothwcll, provided he would file for it as a 
fiipplicant, and leave the kingdom, never to rec- 
tum without his majefty's licence. 

^SThT.' '^^^ ^^^^ Hamilton, the carls of Mar, Mop- 
Fn!«a. ton, Glcncaim, and Montrofe, with the lords 
Lindfay and Lcvingfton, were members of this 
convention ; and however they might hate the 
chancellor, they difdained that their king 
fhould be enthralled by a traitor, and En^ih 
influence. James, fortified by this confident*' 
tion, refolved to aft with greater independence 
than he had done heretofore ; and in a jant* 
ney he undertook fouthwards, the three po- 
pifh lords threw themfelves at his feet, and de- 
fired to be admitted to a trial. James afFeded 
to treat them with great roughnefs ; and they 
were ordered to furreuder themfelves prifonen 
within the town of Perth, and to remain tkor 
till they fliould be tried. Though James was 
at great pains to clear himfelf with his clergy 
and the Englifli embaflador, from any previa 
ous knowledge of this interview, yet they 
were of a very different opinion. The clergy 
aflembled the proteftant laity at Edinburgh^ 
and drew up a formal remonftrance againft all 
that James had done, defiring, with gpreat ef^ 
frontery, that the three noblemen being outlaws 
by the excommunications, they might have no 
benefit of a trial, while they continued pa^ 
pifts. They concluded with a kind of a me- 
nace to James, if he did not purfue the lords 

to 
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Jto the uttermoft, which we are minded to dp, A,p.i59j. 
,although it fliould be with the lofs of all our 
lives in one day, being fully refolved, if they 
continue enemies to God and his truth, that 
the country (hall not brook them and us to- 
^ctlier." 

James loft his temper, when he read this in- 
iblent paper, which tended to wreft the fword 
of juftice out of his hand ; but on finding the 
meflengers ileady to their purpofe, he grew 
more cool, and promifed to take the advice of 
his iUtes ; but refufed to give any anfwer in 
writing, though much preffed to it by the com- 
^miflipners who had been fent; to him from the 
aflembly at Edinburgh. When the latter re- 
ported the fuccefs of their xommiilion, their 
ronftituents were fo much enraged, that they 
refcdpred to afiemble in arms on the day and at 
the place appointed for the trial of the lords, 
and declare themfelves their profecutors. When 
James reafoned with them upon this violent 
refolution, which was direftly contrary to law, 
^all the anfwer he obtained was, " That it was 
the caufe of God, and in defence thereof they 
could not be deficient." James iflued a procla- 
mation againft any tumultuous meetings, and 
endeavoured to fatisfy his fubjefts as to the 
equity of his proceedings. Notwithftanding 
this, the people flocked in arms from all 
quarters to Edinburgh ; fo that the convention 
which had been fummoned there was but thin. 

Vol. VIII. ' S s The 
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A. D. 1593- The chancellor was prefent; and by His mh 
nagement, the trial was referred to a com- 
mittee of the flates, whofe fentence was to be 
as valid as if it had pafTed in parliament 

johnfton. After fome deliberation, the duke of Lehoi, 
the chancellor, the earl of Mar^ lord Levingp 
ftone, of the nobility ; the lairds of Bafs, Bal- 

vaird, Abbotfhal, and TuUibardin, for the i»- 

■ ■» 

rons ; and the commiffioners from Edinhm^hy 
Dundee, Stirling, and Cowper, for the burghSp 
were appointed to be the final judges of the 
delinquent lords. According to the beft cvi- 
Slfoor!^ dences that have come to my hands, they 
dons. were acquitted of being concerned in the 

blanks and fubfcriptions deflined for the court 
of Spain, and pardoned, as to their goocb^ 
fame, and honours, upon their embracing pro- 
teftantifm, and their difmiffing all Romiih 
priefts and jefuits from their company before 
the firft of February enfuing. According to 
Johnfton, a meeting of the nobility was like- 
wife held, (though I am apt to think it con- 
fifted only of the commiflioners appointed by 
the ftates) who emitted a proclamation in the 
king's name, ordering all papifts to quit the 
kingdom before the firft of February, *« never to 
return, unlcfs they embrace the protefiant re- 
ligion." 

Though James had endeavoured, by many 

ontinscot. couccfiions to his clcrgy, to reconcile them to 

this moderate conduct, yet he did not fuccced; 

and 
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'f and he was himfelf as unfortunate in his at- a.d.i59> 

* tempts to make profclytes of the lords to the 
^ proteftant religion. The commotions that hap- 

* piened at this time on the borders between the 

* loi'd' Maxwell and the baron of Johnftone, the 
former of whom was killed in an engagement, 

^ for fome time diverted the public attention ; 

and on the nineteenth of February the queen X594« 
was brought to bed of a fon. A convention 
of the flaies were then fitting ; and declared, 
that the earls of Angus, Huntley, .and Errol, 
had forfeited the benefit of the late pacifica* 
tion, by their continuing obftinate papifls. 
They were ordered to enter themfelves prifon- 
crs into different forts, but none of them gave 
obedience. 

Elizabeth was highly offended at the lenity J°^j'*"' - 
Ihewn by James towards the popifli lords. The Eii*a!«tb 

to j&incSy 

clergy had unanimoufly protefted againft it; 
and (he renewed her ancient policy of fending 
an embafiador (lord Zouch) to Scotland, to 
form a confederacy with the reformed there, 
for the fupport of religion, and their mutual 
defence. Zouch's inftruftions have been printed 
by Mr. Rymer ; but are too long to be inferted Rymer, 
here. They were bold, infolent, and oflenfive p. ^5/ 
to the dignity of an independent prince. They 
treated James as Elizabeth's penfioner ; and pe- 
remptorily required him to give his oath that 
he would bring the afibciated lords to a trial. 
If James evaded that demand^ Zouch was to 

S s 2 infill 
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A. a 1594. infift upon an audience before the privj*cau&» 
cily and chief nol}ility of Scothnd ; and after 
a long harangue concerning Elizabeth's friend- 
fliip, and her danger from the pradices of^ 
Spain, to make a declaration, which fell little 
fliort of a threatening to come to hofiilitieVv 
Janies, at the time of this embaffy, was fbxired 
with Elizabeth, for having evaded all his ap- 
plications for money; and he refolved to -try 
what an appearance of fpirit and refentmisDt 
might effeft. 
ivho refentj Before Zouch fet out from England, £Gia« 
^** zabeth, as ufual, fent down a private agent, 

one Afton, to concert the confederacy between 
her and the heads of the reformed, whom fhc 
promifed to affift, i£ needful, with an army. 
It does not appear, that James kneW of this 
negotiation ; but Zouch was infirudled to pro^ 
ceed according to Afton's report. James chofe 
to give audience to Zouch and Bowes, who 
Aill remained in Scotland, before his nobility ; 
and they demanded, as a preliminary to any 
farther treating, that the three earls fhould bo 
imprifoned and brought to a trial. James con-r 
iented to this ; but Zouch iniifted upon having 
a promife in writing. This infolent demand 
threw James into a feemingly violent paflionv 
He faid, that Elizabeth treated him as her de- 
puty, and not as an independent prince ; and 
that the difference of their ranks alpn^ pre? 
vented him fronj fre^i^iring fpoiH Zouch a per- 

fpnaJ 
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foaal fibtiafadion. He then repeated his dc* A^j^ism* 
maad of afliftance from Elizabeth j and that 
Botlvwell Ihould be delivered up. Both re-; 
quefts were evaded by the embafladors. 
*« Therewith, fays Zonch in his narrative, in 
fome warm choler he (James) admoniflied us 
to examine our fafe-conducls granted by him j ^ 
declared, that it was implied and meant, that 
we ihould not tranfgrefs the laws againft his 
realm ; neither could the privilege of an em* 
baffador deliver him from punifhment for any 
fedition ilirred by him : herein his iharp warn- 
ing fhewed his feverc mind to lay on us 
the uttermoft pain, which, for any crime in 
us, might be lawfully infli<5led on us, which 
we lightly efteemed and pafTed over, fo as for 
tl^at time, after urging to have fet down fome« 
thing certain how they meant to proceed, and 
what time it would take.'^ 

James could not long keep up to the fpirited k«* ^^ 
charader he had afiiimed. His preffing wants, 
$M well as his pufillanimity, made him defcend 
to foUicitations for money ; but the embafla- 
dors told hijQ he was to expect none, unlefs he 
eptered upon vigorous meafures againft the af- 
fociated lords* If we are to believe the report 
of lord Zouch, the lord Hamilton offered, at this 
^me, to enter into Elizabeth's views, and 
ercn to betray to her the caftle of Dumbarton 
for a fum of money. The chancellor likewife 

offi^red her bis iervices ; but the propofals of 

both 
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A. D. 1594* both were rejected, as being made only for p6* 
cuniary purpofes. James, at laft, gave the cmr 
bafladors a promife in writing that he would 
profecute the afibciated lords to the tstmoft, 
provided Elizabeth would reftrain the carl of 
Bothwell from his rebellious pradices in Scot* 
land, and remit him money to raife an army 
againft the lords. 
Afreihar. Elizabeth promifed him all kind of fecu- 
scwb^d.*" rity againft Bothwell's praftices ; but evaded 
his demand of money, till fhe fhould be bet- 
ter convinced of his fincerity. The negotia- 
tion being thus at a ftand, the lord Zouch re- 
turned to England ; arfd Bowes, whom he left 
behind him at the court of Scotland, tampered 
fo effeclilally with the clergy, that they openly 
efpoufed Bothwell's caufe, and even applied 
the money which had been collected for the 
fupport of the reformed church of Geneva, 
to raife men for a new infurreftion. Bothwell 
was joined by the earls of Argyle and Athol, 
and the rendezvous was appointed to be at 
Leith. They gave out the reafons of their 
arming to be, that they might effeft the ba- 
nifliment of the popifli lords, and bring the 
murderers of the earl of Murray to public juf- 
tice. James learned, through one of his 
own domeftics, the unwarrantable prafticcs of 
Bowes, and difcovered fuch refentnient, that the 
latter left his court without taking leave. 

By 
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• By this time, Bothwell, at the head o£ ftmr * a.ix. 15^ 
hundred horfe, had, by forced marches, taken t^^^' 
poffeffion of Leith ; and James, Who knew that ^^o J[*^ 

' his own perfon was in no kind of danger, be- *»»l 
haved with a fhew of refolution and magnani- 

' ttiity. He ordered the lord Hume to attack 
Bothwell, who marched towards Burrowmoor, 
ri^ar Edinburgh. Hume was defeated ; James 
k6pt the field ; and Bothwell difmiffed his fol- 
lowers, though he might eafily have made him- 
felf mafter of the * kiiig's perfon. James fent 
two embaffadors, the lord Colvil and Mr. Ed- 
ward Bruce, to Elizabeth to complain of Bowes, 

^ in whom he faid he had feen nothing but pride 
and wilfulnefs ; " and that therefore denying 
to give him any anfwer, he chufed to fend the 
fame by his own meffengers ; whom he defired 
her to credit as himfelf in all that they had ia 
charge to deliver." For Bothwell, (he faid) 
" That he wondered how, notwithfianding of 
the many folemn promifes made as well by her 
embaffadors as by letters of her own hand, that 
he jQiould have no harbour within her country, 
yet was he not only flieltered by her people, 
but fuffered to refide in fome of her proper 
houfes, and had received a good fum of Eng- 
lifh money, wherewith he waged both Scots 
and EnglHh in this late treacherous attempt. 
To think this was by her direftion or privity he 
would not, fo far it was againft all princely ho- 
nour : on the other part, that flie being fo wife 

and j| 
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. A. V. 1594. and prudeat a prince^ and having fo long and 
fo happily governed her kingdoms, fliould be 
fo flighted and contemned by a number of her 
fubjedls, as that fnch things fliould he done 
without her knowledge, it could hardly be be- 
lieved. Wherefore leaving it to herfelf to 
folve thefe doubts, he would only remember 
her of the promife made at the delivery of Or- 
wick, an Irifli rebel, and defire her not to put 
him in a balance with fuch a traiterous coua- 
terpoife, lefl he fliould be conftrained to fay 
with the poet, ** Fledere fi nequeo fuperps, 
Acheronta movebo." 
Baptifm of The birth of a fon to James had at this time 
Hei^!°" altered the completion of his interefl: at the 
court of England for the better ; and the fliew 
of refolution he put on, prevailed with Eliza- 
beth to give his embaffiidors a very favour- 
able reception. She promifed him a fupjdy of 
money ; and flie ordered a proclamation to be 
iiiued againft harbouring Bothwell in her king* 
dom. Bruce remained at her court ; and Col- 
vil repaired to that of France, to defire 
that monarch to ailift at the baptifm of the 
prince of Scotland. Embaffies (to which 
James was always a great friend) were fent for 
the like purpofe to Denmark, the dukes of 
Brunfwick and Rlecklen burgh, and the ftates- 
general. Elizabeth, at the requeft of James, 
nominated the earl of Cumberland to reprcfent 
her perfon at the prince's baptifm ; but that 

nobleman 
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nobleman falling lick, the earl of Suffex was ^ d. 1594. 
fubftituted in his room, and furniflied with a 
noble prefent to the prince on this occafion. 

The parliament of Scotland was then fitting, ^'7*"5?Ji, 

and had ratified the excommunication of the ?."'^** p*'- 

liameiic, 

popifh lords ; but nothing could quiet the fuf- 
picions of the clergy with regard to popery. 
The moft trifling accident awakened their jea* 
loufy ; and a deputation was fent from the af- 
fembly with a moft impudent remonftrance 
upon the dangers of the kingdom, in which 
they prefcribed to James the moft fevere mea- spotfwood. 
fures againft the popifh lords and their follow- 
ers, and exprefled great concern at the arrival 
of a little bark from Spain at Montrofe. Not 
contented with this remonftrance, they railed 
againft James and his courtiiers from their pul- 
pits ; and nothing certainly could be more un* 
dutiful than the whole tenor of their beha- 
viour. It was in vain for James to remonftrate 
againft thofe breaches of their duty, as fub- 
jeAs, The reader will find in Calderwood a 
curious apoftyle, which James gave to their 
copiplaints, which is omitted by Spotfwood, 
and which fliews how well verfed he was in 
chicanery and equivocation. He complained, 
with reafon, of his clergy's undutiful beha- 
viour, and infifted upon having fatisfaftion for 
the rebellious fermons of two of their mem- 
bers. They gave him a flight fatisfaftion as to 
his laft demand j but he iaiifted, " That by aft 
Vol.. VIII. Tt of 
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A. D. 1594- of affembly, minillers fhbuld be ordained tb 
diffuade, both by public arid private exhorta- 
tion, their flocks from concurring with fioth- 
well in his treafonable attempts, or any other 
that fhould make infurreclion againft the au- 
thority eftablilhed by God in his majefty*8 pft- 
fon." This demand was complied with ; but 
the meeting of the parliament was very thin, 
no more than three earls and fix lords being 
prefent The affair of the blanks was again 
publicly difcuffed; and the popifli lords pre- 
• tended that they were only defigned for private 
affairs, (which indeed feems to have been the 
truth) and defigned to have been filled up by . 
their agents abroad, as charges for naoney ad- 
vanced by them to priefts and jefuits, on ac- 
count of the king of Spain, Notwithftandirig 
this allegation, a fentence of forfeiture vJ^s 
lodged againft the three earls, and Gordon of 
Auchindown. Their arms were torn by a he* 
raid, and they' were declared to have loft their 
honours, lands, and eftates, for treafonable 
praftices againft the king and their native 
dcfeJ^the country. James made a great merit of this 
SpaniOi with Elizabeth : and after the baptifm of his 
fon, at which the foreign embaffadOrs of aU 
the ftates and princes he had invited, except- 
ing Henry the fourth of France, who was then 
too poor to maintain a minifter, aflifted ; he 
fent Sir Richard Cockburn as his embaffador to 
England, to folUcit for a fupply of money, as 

he 
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. he had now given fuiEcient evidence that he a. d. 1594. 
v(as determined to aft with vigour againft the 
popish lords. Some money was remitted to 
James ; but Bothwell perceiving he was given 
up by Elizabeth, joined Huntley, Errol, and 
-Angus ; and after receiving fome money from 
Spain, they refolved to fecure the perfon of 
James, ^ho had given a commiflion to the 
earls of Argyle and Athol to fupprefs the af- 
fociated lords. Argyle at firft refufed to aft j 
but was perfuaded by Bruce the clergyman to 
befiege the caftle of Ruthven, which being 
bravely defended he could not take, and 
marched to join the lord Forbes, and the other 
ant^gonifts of the Gordon family in the Low- 
lands. Before the junftion could be eflFefted, 
he was attacked at Glenlivet by the earls of 
Huntley and Errol, with no more than a thou- 
fand men ; and though his army confifted of 
near ten thoufand, he was defeated, with the 
lofs of feven hundred men ; but the Gor- 
dons fuffered feverely in the combat. James 
was at .this time advancing llowly with an 
army to the a.ffiftance of his lieutenants ; but 
Huntley and Errol after their viftory retired 
from the field, left they fhould feem to. oppofe 
the king's perfon. James finding no enemy in 
the north,, took recognizances of all he fuf- 
^pefted; and returning fouthward, he left the 
duke of Lenox his lieutenant by north the 

Tay. 
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fcalerSc ^^^^ ^^^ great an appearance of reafon, lay, 
kingdom, that James was fecretly pleafed with the de- 
feat of Argyle, who was but a very young 
man, and had undertaken the fervice on the 
profpect of being rewarded by Elizabeth. 
James, however, marched northwards, and 
was obliged to difmantle fome of the houfes 
belonging to Huntley and Errol; but in the 
mean while he gave a private remiffion to 
Huntley for his rebellion. Elizabeth thinking 
that James was now in earneft, ordered Both- 
well to leave her dominions. He came north- 
wards ; and James, in concert with Huntley, 
winked at his affociating himfelf (which he 
openly did) with the popifh lords, that he 
might ruin his credit with the prefbyterian 
clergy. Mean while, the aflbciatcd lords of- 
fered to leave the kingdom, not to return 
without the king's licence, and to give fecu- 
rity that they would enter into no practices 
abroad againfl James or his dominions, which 
was agreed to. This compromife left Both- 
well, who had embraced and betrayed all par- 
ties, in a miferable fituation. He was aban- 
doned even by his friend Colvil ; and his bro- 
ther, Hercules Stuart, was beheaded at Edin- 
burgh. Bothwell upon this fled to France ; 
and James never thinking himfelf fecure while 
he lived, demanded of Henry the fourth that he 
flxould be delivered up, or baniftied his kipgdom; 

but 
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T)Ut Henry evaded the demand. He was, how- A.D.isfs. 
ever, expelled France for his turbulence, and 
he fled to Spain, where he received a fmall 
penfion ; but he died in obfcurity after a va- 
riety of romantic adventures, particularly 
throwing a miflrefs he kept out of a two pair 
of flairs window. 

The flight of Bothwell reftored Scotland to 
fome degree of tranquillity ; and in an af- 
fembly of the church held this year at Mon- 
trofe, James attempted to check the wanton 
ufe of excommunications, which, in faft, ren- 
dered the royal authority a cypher in govern- 
ment. The anfwer of the clergy to his appli- 
cations was, that they were willing to difcon* 
tinue the practice of fummary excommunica* 
%ions, unlefe the church was in danger. This 
gave no fatisfaftion to James, becaufe they 
made themfelves judges of the danger. 

The charafter of Anne of Denmark, wife to intrfgoct of 
James, is unaccountably overlooked by the hifto- * ^"**^ 
rians both of England and Scotland. She was 
an infolent, unprincipled woman, mercenary 
and vindiiBrive ; but fo cunning, that no hold 
could be laid on her practices. She was even 
in fee with the church of Rome ; and the Ro- 
man catholics had great dependence upon her 
influence with James. The heads of the fa- 
mily of Mar had for fome years been deemed 
tutors to the infant princes of Scotland ; and 
James had committed the cuftody of bis fon to 

the 
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A.D.I595. the thea earl. The queen thought it vwas of 
importance th^t fhe ihould have the prince uq- 
der her own guardiauihip. She leagued her^ 
felf with the chancellor, with whom 4he had 
always before lived at enmity, and other covn- 
fellors, to obtain her ends. She feems at this 
time not to have been upon good terms widi 
James, which I am apt to think was owing 
to her own intrigues, for he was naturally fond 
of quiet He heard of the deiign fhe had 
formed to take her fon out of the earl. of Mar's 
hands. He paid her a formal vifit ; and after 
iharply reproving her, he fent her to Stirling. 
He then feverely reprimanded the chancellor, 
and the other lords her confederates, and lef^ a 
writing with the earl of Mar, exprefly chaig- 
. ing him with the cullody of his fon ; and thflh 
in cafe of his (the king's) death, he ihould 
not deliver him up either to the queen .or 
the ftates till he was eighteen years of age. 
Dttthof This check broke the chancellor's, heart 

^jban- When upon his death-bed, he fent a meflepger 
to James, begging his favour to his wife and 
family. James returned him an a&Aionate an- 
fwer ; but it came too late to revive hi&. He 
certainly was an accompliihed ftatefman ; and 
the few fpecimens he has left us of his Latin 
poetry are far from being defpicable. Doftor 
Johnfton, who lived at the time, fays, that he 
was. blamed by many for keeping up divifions 
at court, and being the author of the earl of 

Murray's 
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Murray's death. After all, he was the wifeft a- 0.15^5^ 
and honefteft minifter (dot exceptiag the earl 
of Sali£bury) that James ever employed. He 
was honoured by his majefty with an epitaph 
in EnglilH verfe, which does no difcredit to the 

1 

royal author. 

It is almoft incredible, had we not unquef- Miferict of 
tionable evidence for the fad, that tho' James^ ^^'**"^- 
at this time, was reigning in tranquillity, with- 
out either a foreign or domeftic foe, his fub- 
jcfts were feeling all the horrors of civil war 
through the relaxed flate of his government,^ 
and family animofities among his principal 
landholders. The lands lay uncultivated, and 
the people were aftually vifited with a famine. 
The bloody diflferences between the Johnftons 
Slid the Maxwells on the borders ftill conti* 
nued. The Highlands and the weftern ifles Spotfwood. 
were fcenes of the moft defperate cruelty ; and 
even the moft civilized parts of the kingdom: 
were filled with blood and confufion. The 
king,« when it was too late, interpofed his au- 
thority } but his proclamations and edids were 
dSfregarded, fo furioufly were the parties bent 
upon mutual revenge. He had fent Sir Rich- 
ard Cockburn to follicit the arrears of his pen* 
fion from Elizabeth, and to reprefent that he 
had done all that was in his power in profecuting 
tlie aiTociated lords, and was willing to go. 
vi^hatevcr lengths flic pleafed. 

Elizabeth 



i 
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A. 0.1595. Elizabeth remitted fome fmall part of the 
arrears, and named the earl of Cumberland, 
with a handfome prefent, to reprefent her pcr- 
fon at the approaching baptifm of the prince of 
Scotland ; but inftead of remitting the reft of 
the money, fhe apologized for her inability, 
becaufe flie was drained by the affiftance fhe 
had given to the French king and the Nether- 
landers. The truth is, Elizabeth knew, that 
had James been in earneft, it was in his power 
to have crufhed the aflbciated lords without* 
her afliftance. Inftead of that, though their 
eftates were forfeited, they were vefted in trull 
for their ufe, and that of their families, 
and they themfelves ftill remained in the north 
with a confiderable force. A fhip arriving 
from Spain with Gordon the prieft. Hunt* 
ley's uncle, on board, and a Spaniard, probably 
with a private commiffion from his mafter to 
James, it was feized by the magiftrates of 
Aberdeen ; but Huntley, by threatening to 
burn their city, obliged them to reftore it. 
The prince The earl of Cumberland falling ill, the earl 
SLfbap. of Suffex was appointed by Elizabeth to affift 
^****' at the prince's baptifm. He was inftrufted, in* 

ftead of taking notice of the king's prefling 
foUicitations for money, to congratulate him 
upon his fucceffes againft the popifh lords, 
to put him upon his guard againft the moft 
fpecious offers made him by Spain, and to hint 
at the propriety of his forming a new alliance 

with 
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With Elizabeth, and the other proteftant |)ow* A*i>.i5V5« 
ers. The prince's baptifm was performed On 
the thirtieth of Auguft ^, in the prefence of 
the two Englifli embaffadors, Suffex ^nd BoWes^ 
with thofc from Denmark, Mecklenburg^ 
the ftates of Holland and Zealand, and the 
duke of Brunfwick. The ceremony was per* 
formed with great magnificence, and the bi-* 
fliop of Aberdeen chriftened the prince^ FrcdC** 
ric Henry Henry Frederic. He was then 
created (the record fays crowned) prince and 
great fteward of Scotland, duke of Rothfay^ 
earl of Carrick, lord of the ifles, baron and 
knight of Renfrew. After this, a number of 
knights were made. The fame record, which 
has been printed by Rymer, gives us a particu- 
lar defcriptionof the prefents made on this occa* 
fion, which, tho' very rich and curious, we Ihall 
omit. That of queen Elizabeth was to the ra* 
Jue of three thoufand pounds. Thofe from the 
embaffadors of Holland and Zealand were two 
large cups of gold, each weighing ten pounds, 
t(rith a golden caiket, containing an obligation 
figned by them and the heads of their pro* 
vinees, for the payment of five thoufand gild* 
ers yearly during his life. I mention thofe cir* 
aimftances (for the prefents in general werft 
more coftly than can be well conceived) as 
tending to pfovd that James was at this timt 

* OUicr acc«wit9 ttkxk4 H fbmt dayi later* 

Vojr, VIII. U u cooC- 
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A. D. 1595. confidered by all the proteftant powers as the 

prefumptive heir to the crown of England. 
j,„„ James perceiving himfelf fruftrated in his 

admiSftM* views upon Elizabeth's purfe, for a few days 
ihook off his natural indolence, and applied 
himfelf to the regulation of his own finances, 
which he found could not be eflFefted without 
a new adminiftration. For this purpofe, he 
pitched upon eight perfons to manage his ex- 
chequer. Thefe were Alexander lord Ur- 
quhart, prefident of the college of juftice, Wal- 
ter Stuart commendator of Blantyre, lord 
privy- feal, Carnegy of CoUuthy, Lindfay par- 
fon of Mammore, Elphinfton of Innernity, Ha- 
milton of Drumcarny, Skene clerk of regiftcr, 
all lords of feflion, and Mr. Young, the king's 
almoner. The vaft authority given to thofe 
eight perfons, renders it probable that James 
wanted to diveft himfelf of all power of being 
longer lavifli to his menials and favourites; 
for when their commiiTion was publiihed, his 
courtiers faid that he had referved nothing for 
himfelf to difpofe of. The Oclavians (for fo 
they were called from their number) affeded 
great airs of oeconomy, and afliduoufly applied 
themfelves to the examination of the public 
accounts, in which they found great deficien- 
cies from the management of the late finan- 
cers. PerceiviT:g, however, that it would be 
difficult, if noi impoffible, for them either to 
bring them to an account, or to oblige them 

to 
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to refign their offices, they compromifed mat- a.d. 1595. 
ters by way of barter and fale ; and Glamis, 
the late treafurer, with the deputy- treafurer, 
Melvil, were fuffered to retire with as much 
of the public plunder as the indolence o£ 
James, or the interefts and views of their fuc- 
ceffors, fuffered them to carry off. After thofc 
arrangements were made, the new minifters 
preffed James to create Urquhart lord chancel- 
lor ; but though he was an unexceptionable 
perfon, James knew he was obnoxious to the 
clergy, and loved his own quiet too well to 
gratify their requeft. By fome difpatches of 
Bowes to his court, it appears that the queen 
employed all her intereft in favour of Ur- 
quhart ; but that the falary of the place, which 
was foUicited by Montrofe, was faddled with 
two thoufand pounds Scots yearly, payable to 
the duke of Lenox. 

Early in the year 1596, the public both of rj^^g, 
England and Scotland being alarmed with a re- 
port of a new Spanilh invafion, James pub- 
liflieda proclamation, commanding all his fub- 
jecls to appear at a general mufter on the fe* 
cond of February following. The proclama- 
tion feems to have been drawn up by Eliza- 
beth herfelf, or fome of her minifters, fo much 
is it in favour of his alliance with England, 
and fo zealous for her glory. I do not per* 
ceive that the Spaniards had any real friends in 
Scotland, c^scept a few enthufiaft priefts ; and 

V n z I be- 
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A. V. i5^# I believe the popiih lords, had they mtdc any 

promifes to fervc Philip, never thought of per« 

forming them, but to obtain money* Tht 

. brave independent fubje6ls of Scotland dif- 

dained the tame compliances of James with a 

princefs, whofe avowed condu6b pointed Mt 

Bnveex- A^very to him and themfelves, Bucdeugh, 

lu^cku b. ^^^ ^°^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ fpiritcd baron whom I 
have fo often mentioned, had then the com- 
mand of Liddefdalc upon the borders^ being 
one of the Scotch wardens. He had ferved 
with great reputation in the Netherlands in 
the caufe of liberty, at the head of a regi» 
ment, which he himfelf had raifed and carried" 
oven Upon his return he had fome dealings 
with the lord Scroop, who was the oppofitc 
warden ; and as the puiillanimity of James fuf- 
fered the Englifh to treat him as a vafial of 
their miftrefs, they carried off one Armftrong 
prifoner to Carlifle, on the very day of a coii- 
ference, \vhicli the laws and cuftoms of the bor* 
ders had rendered facred from hoftilitics and 
perfonal arrefts. Buccleugh complained loudly 
pf this breach of national faith, and the in- 
dignity done to hismafter. Elizabeth and her 
minifters laughed at their rcmonftrances, and 
detained the man prifoner, till Buccleugh^s in- 
dignation impelled him to draw out two hun- 
dred of his own followers, with whom he 
fcaled and furprized the caftle of Clarlifle, and 
(t^i^d the prifoner. This brave aftion was per* 

formed 
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formed with fo cool a refohition, that Arm- ^^^99^ 
firong, when delivered from his fetters, bade 
lord Scroop and his deputy (who were in the. 
next hofufe or roon^) good night No door 
was^ forced open, but that where the priCoiiier 
was confined. No booty was made, though 
Bucdeugh might have plundered the place^ 
and taken the EogUih warden prisoner ; and 
Buccleugh carried Armftrong off unm.okiled ^v^ !• 
by any of his own or his mailer's enemies, 
who inhabited the places through which he 
conduced him. . 



• Elizabeth's haughty ipirit cooild not brook Jj^^ 
this gallant adion* She ordered Bow^s to de- ifl^iwbn. 
mand iatisfa£lion, and that Buccleugh ihould 
be delivered up her prifoqer. His defence was 
modeftand manly. He pleaded that he had 
done nothing but what was ftridly conilficnt 
with the laws of the borders : that be had 
offered violence to none, nor committed any 
hofiiUties. He fubmitted at the iame tim^ to 
he tried by coromiffioners appointed by the 
twd nionarchs, according to antient treaties. 
Tiie indignity done to Scotland by Elizabeth's 
demaad, raifed a fpirit againft the Engiifh, 
which James was for fome time forced feem^ 
ingty to compJy with ; but this fliew of refolu- 
tioa was not of long duration. Hoftilities now 
broioe out upon the borders ; and Elizabeth itt*^ 
fifting upon fatisfaclion, James was mean 
enough to commit Buccleugh prifoner to St. 

Andrew's, 
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A. Di 1596. Andrew's, from whence he was foon after re- 
leafed, on condition of delivering himfelf up 
to Elizabeth, who permitted him to return 
home. The Weftern Iflands were in as turbu- 
lent a flate as the borders ; and James ordered 
colonel Stuart to raife a thoufand men, to be 
paid by the public, to reduce them. Their 
rendezvous was appointed to be in Auguft at 
Dumbarton ; but the dread of an armed force 
had fo good an effeft, that the chief iilanders 
fubmitted to the king's authority, and gave 
bail for their good behaviour. 
Original of The dread of a Spaniih invafion was a per* 
cAfouDt. petual fource of alarm to the nation, which 
the clergy did not fail to improve to their own 
purpofes. A bond, or covenant, was drawn 
up, by which the fubfcribers, after renounce 
ing the errors of pdpery, and making profef- 
fion of the proteftant faith, folemnly bound 
themfelves to maintain the true religion, and 
to defend the king's perfon and government 
againft all foreign and domeilic enemies. How- 
ever fafhionable it has been, fince the firft for- 
mation of this famous covenant, to deteft and 
decry it, and whatever convulfions it may 
have occafioned in the flate, yet its principles 
are thofe of true liberty, and worthy of a peo* 
pie determined to maintain themfelves in their 
civil and religious rights. When we confider 
the characters and defpotic conduct of the 
princes under whom it was afterwards held to 

bo 
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be treafonable, we cannot be at a lofs to ac- A.D.159^ 
count for the uncourtly manner in which it has 
been treated. I will, however, venture to fay, 
that the propofitions it contains are plain, Am- 
ple, and conftitutional. Aflbciations of the 
fame kind were then common all over Europe ; 
and one of them which took place near a cen- 
tury afterwards, faved the laws and liberties of 
Great Britain. It was figned by James, his no- 
bility, clergy, and his people in general, and 
the dcrgy had recourfe to it at the period I 
am now treating of; but it muft be owned 
that the clergy carried their views farther than 
the words of the inftrument can warrant. 

A committee of their number was appointed TrcttbusAfc 
t<) wait upon James, and to lay before him thcucujr, 
their apprehenfions. His anfwer was, " that 
though he had not much to apprehend from 
the Spaniards, yet he had no objeftions to 
their giving him their advice.'' A national faft 
was appointed, and they ad vifed James to pro- 
ceed with the utmoft rigour againft all who 
correfponded with the popifli lords ; that the 
revenues of the latter fhould be applied to- 
wards raifing and maintaining a body of 
troops ; and that proper captains fhould be ap- 
pointed throughout all the pariflies in the 
kingdom to inftruft them in military exerci- 
fes and difcipline. They added, that James 
* ought to call upon the fureties of the exiled 
lords for payment of their forfeited bonds. 

Nothing 

i 
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A. D. 1596. Nothing could be more difrefpedfal to tht 
royal authority, or more oppofite to the pri- 
vate fentiments of James himfelf, than the 
whole of this advice. He had long refolded 
to pardon and recall the exiled lords, and had 
confidentially intimated the fame to Bruce, 
who was the moft popular of his clergy. That 
demagogue excepted againft Huntley, who 
had already obtained leave from Jaities to re- 
turn, but not to appear in public. Angus 
was then lurking in Scotland ; and £rrol be- 
ing known by the tallnefs and comelinefs of 
his perfon, had been made prifoner by Elizabeth's 
allies in the Netherlands, from whcm he ef- 
caped to Scotland, by making his keepers 
drunk. As the warm fide which Jamed'had 
towards the banifhed lords was well known to 
the public, he openly pleaded his owil caufe with 
great plaufibility. He obferved, that Elizabeth 
was now grown old ; that it was neceffary for 
him, in cafe his acceflion to the crown of Eng- 
land was difputed, to have all his fubjefts of 
his antient kingdom united ; and tha^ in fuch 
an event none could do him fo much fervice as 
Huntley. James made this declaration to z 
convention which he had called at Falkland, to 
which Huntley offered any fecurity that could 
be demanded for his good behaviour. The 
members approved of the king's fentiments, 
which were foon after ratified in another con- 
vention which was held at Dumfermling, on 

pretence 
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pretence of regulating the baptifm of the A.D.isf€. 
new-born princefs. 

The king'5 refolutlon to recall the exiled lords updn 
w^s no fooner made public, than the preachers icl^u^ 
exceeded all bounds of moderation. By their 10*4*.***** 
own powers, they threatened the lord Sea- 
ton, who was prefident of the feffion, with ex- 
co^munifiaUpp. James employed fome of his 
counfellors to reafon with their heads; but 
they yjrere found to be in tradable : upon which 
an -open ^r?ach enfued between James and his 
clergy, jHEe obferved, with great juftice, t^t 
he^was no better than a cypher in his own 
kingdoni,, fo long as they could arbitrarily ex- 
ercife the powers of excommunication againft 
Jiis.fubjefts for what they had done in their 
civil capacities. The ftorm was increafed by 
the behaviour of one Black, who had in his 
pulpit called Elizabeth an atheift, and the wor« 
fliip of her church no better than a fliew of re- 
ligion. Black was fummoned to appear before 
the council ; but he appealed to the ecclefi^{li« 
cal fynod, in which he was feconded by the 
clergy in general. James iflued proclamations 
againft all meetings of the parlianient without 
his permiilion. Their anfwer was, as ufual, that 
they were rcfolved to obey God rather than 
man, and to take care that the church fhould 
receive no detriment ; thereby affuming to them- 
felves didlatorial powers in the ftate, and reviv- 

VoL. VIII. X X ing 



338 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.D.is9«. ing the very worft and moft dangefous prinCF 
pies of popery. 

A tomiau The clergy accufed the Oftavians as being the 
authors of the public difturbances, and carried 
matters againft the government fo far, that they 
put the royal authority to defiance, and obliged 
James, forhis own fafety, to take vigorous mca- 
fures, after having offered them very reafonahle 
terms of accommodation. The chriftening be- 
ing performed, the temped grew ungovern- 
able, and Black was accufed of having perfuaded 
feveral noblemen, barons, and others, to take 
the field in a treafonable manner. James, who 
difliked coming to extremes, endeavoured to 
convince the clergy how dangerous their pro- 
ceedings were, and promifed that Black fhould 
meet with a very mild cenfure, if he would 
appear before the council and acknowledge the 
crimes that were proved upon him, and aik 
the queen of England's pardon. Thefc reafon- 
ahle propofals, and many others, in which James 
defcended from his regal dignity (fo apprehcja- 
five was he of the confequences of a rupture) 
were all rejected. The difference was fo* 
mented by the enemies of the Oftavians who 
were about court. Black received fentence 
to be baniflied to the north, till hi& raajefty^ 
pleafure iKould be further known. The com* 
miflionersfrom the clergy were ordered to leave 
Edinburgh, and a new treaty was fet on foot, 

in 
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in which the lords Lindfay and Forbes, the ba- a.d. 1596. 
rons of Bargeny and Buchan, with the clergy- 
men Bruce and Watfon, attended James as de- 
puties from the church. The king demanded 
to know who they were that dared to af- 
femble againft his proclamation ? The lord 
Lindfay replied, *< They durftdo that, and more ; 
and would not fufFer religion to be over- 
thrown." 

Some people breaking into the room, James J«»«» ?««• 
was obliged to leave it ; and when the deputies gow. 
returned to their principals, the tumult rofe to 
fuch a height, that they called out to arms ; 
and certainly would have forced the doors of 
the room where James remained, had they not 
been oppofed by the more moderate and 
fubfiantial part of the citizens. James fent 
the earl of Mar, the lord Pittenweem, and the 
baron of Traquair, to confer with the mi- 
nifters of Edinburgh ; and it was with fome 
difficulty that he was permitted to return to 
his palace. Next day, frefli deputies were 
chofen to treat with thofe of the king ; but 
the party ftill infifting upon the moft unreafon- 
able demands, James fled to Linlithgow, and 
ifiued a proclamation difcharging all judicatories 
from fitting at Edinburgh, and all noblemen 
and barons from refiding in that city, and com- 
manding them to retire to their refpeftive 
homes* 

X X 2 This 
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A. D. 1596. This proclamation had a very confiderable cf- 
Sobmiffion fed, efpecially upon the people of Edinburgh', 
rfEdiJ?*''* who inclined to throw themfelvcs at the king's 
^** feet for pardon. The violent demagogues drtw 
up a frefli affociation, in which they had but lit- 
tle fuccefs ; and lordHamiltdn with the baron of 
Buccleugh were invited to join it. One Welch, 
a preacher, declared from the pulpit, ** That the 
king was poffeffed with the devil, and that the 
fubjefts might lawfully rife, and take the fword 
out of his hand." The lord Hamilton waited 
upon James, and gave him the treafodable invi- 
tation he had received from the clergy. An 
order upon this was fent to the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh to imprifon their prea:chers ; but the 
latter fled to Newcaftle. The magiftrates in 
the moft humble manner endeavoured to dear 
themfelves from all concern in the tumult, 
which the council declared to be high-treafoc ; 
and confequently all its devifers, executors, and 
partakers, were denounced traitors. James 
made great difliculty in fufFering the deputies 
from the town to be admitted to his prefence; 
but at laft he ordered the magiftrates to furren- 
der their power and the cuftody of their city 
to the earl of Mar, and the lords Seaton and 
Ochiltree ; v/hidi they did, and fully fatisfied 
him that the principal magiftrates and inhabi- 
tants were innocent as to the riot, Archbifhop 
Spotfwood very properly obferves, in confir* 
jioation of what Tacitus fays on a like occafion, 

«« That 
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*• That all confpiracies of the fubjccls, if they a. 0.159$. 
fucceed not, advance the fo vereignty." This was 
verified by the bad fuccefs of the late tumult. 
The citizens of Edinburgh furrendered their 
Tight of eleding their minifters to James and his 
judges ; and he met with very little oppofition 
thereafter in ecclefiaftical matters. James aded ,j^ 
up to the height of royalty upon the occafion. 
He rejefted all offers of fubmiffion from the 
magiftrates of Edinburgh, and a motion was 
made in his council that the town Ihould be 
razed, and a monumental pillar erected to com- 
memorate the treafon of the inhabitants. The 
ftates of Scotland again declared the tumult to 
be treafon, and all the magiftrates were order- 
ed to enter themfelves prifoners in Perth, till 
they ihould take their trial according to due 
courfe of law. 

One of the firft efFecls of the late tumult ^he oat- 
was, that the Oftavians refigned their pofts, as ^^""f^ 
not meeting with any encouragement for their. 
fervices, and becaufe thequeen^s expences were 
too great for them to fupply. The king ac- 
cepted of. their refignations, and Spotfwood 
has a good opinion of their fliort adminiftra- 
tion. In the mean while, James received a let- 
ter from Elizabeth, in which flae obliquely ad- 
vifcd him to mild meafures towards his clergy; 
which was according to the fentiments of 
James himfelf. A national affembly was fum- 
moned to meet at Perth on the laft of Febru- 
ary, 
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A. D. 1597. ary, in which James iniified upon an uknow- 
ledgcment, by bond, of his royal power abore 
them in all caufes of fedition, treafon, and other 
civil and criminal matters, and in all fpeedies 
littered by them in pulpits, fchools, or otho^ 
wife, which might import the faid crimes^ or 
any of them. James next required his clergy 
to accept of Huntley's offers to fatisfy the 
church. The northern clergy were compliable 
to the will of James ; but defirqd to be excuftd 
fubfcribing any bond till they aiTembled at 
Pcrtli, where they afterwards gave him all the 

Spotfwood, fatisfaclion he required. His difficulties now 
came from another quarter ; for the earl of 
Huntley declined making the fatisfaclion to the 
church, for which James had promifed in his 
name. He vvTOte upon this occaiion a fevere 
letter to Huntley ; but every meafure of the 
affembly tending to the advancement of the 
royal authority, orders were given for taking 
off the fenteiicc of excommunication from 
Huntley and the other two earls. Their jcfuits 
and priefts for fonie time oppofed the reconcili- 
ation; but it was at hid cffecled, and the tran- 
quility of the north was rciloi ed. It cannot be 
denied, that James acred through the whole 
differences he had with the church with a pro- 
per fpirit ; but then we are to cbferve, that he 
was fupportcd by his great noblemen, whofis 
intereft it v/as to deprcfs the high powers af*. 
fumed by the clergy, hov/evcr they might 

fometimes 
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fometimes aVail themfelves of them for their a. d. 1597,. 
own purpofes. 

James having fettled ecclefiaftical affairs td James be- 

, , , comes m*.C» 

nis own mind, and his people returning to a tcr of hu 
ftateof compofure, had now leifure to refume ^^'^' 
the pcrfecution of fuppofed witches, wizards, 
and necromancers. He was then buffed in writ* 
ing his famous but ridiculous Daemonology, to 
prove the reality of witchcraft and fuper natu- 
ral agency by the devil ; and his royal opinion 
was fealed by the innocent blood of many un- 
happy wretches who were accufed. This pcr- 
fecution was interrupted by frefh diforders up- 
on the borders,' in which the Scotch wardens, 
and other fubjefts, feem to have been to blame^ 
The truth is, Elizabeth's great age had encou- 
raged the Scotch to fome enormities, and flie 
ordered Sir William Bowes to complain of 
them to James, while he was at Dumfries: 
James excufed himfdf in the beft manner he 
couM; hid the fault upon his unruly fub- 
jcds ; obliged fome of the ring-leaders to enter 
into recognizances for keeping the peace ; arid 
propofed an exchange of hoftages for the fame 
purpofe. A parliament being funimoned to Rymer'« 
nieet at Edinburgh in November, James htir- ^ ^^ 
ricd to his capital, and the popifli lords were 
rcftored to their eftates and honours. A large 
fum of money was exaded by way of peace- 

■ 

oSering from the citizens of Edinburgh, who 
had been declared to have forfeited the privi- 
leges 
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A. D. T597. leges of their corporation, and to be liable to 
all the penalties of treafon. James pretended 
that the favour he {hewed them in not razing 
the city to the ground, and not proceeding ca- 
pitally againft the citizens who were concerned 
in the late commotions, was owing to the in- 
tcrceffion of Elizabeth ; but ftill they were di- 
vefted of many valuable privileges, 
i^n!g^"^ James had made the polity of his national 
««nt. church a particular objed of his ftudy ; and 
he, perhaps, underflood it better than any king 
of Scotland ever did. He refolved to improve 
to the utmofl the late advantages he had 
gained over his turbulent clergy, and to make 
that order fubfervient to his former defign of 
humbling his great nobility. He artfully be- 
came the patron of the preachers ; and aAually 
gained a majority of the order by propofibg, 
that a number of U^em fhould be admitted to 
feats in parliament, with the fame powers that 
had been vefted in former bilhops ^nd abbots. 
Nothing now withftood the prerogative. 
James, for two different affemblies, modelled 
the doctrine and difcipline of his church to his 
own liking. The preachers were reftrained 
from meddling with political or perfonal 
matters. Summary excommunications were de- 
dared unlawful. No general affembly was to 
be held without the king's authority, and he 
was inverted with a power of nominating 
n(iiniflers to the principal towns of his king- 

doni. 
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dom. By the iuterceffion of thofe pliable a.d,x597, 
aflemblies tlie minifters of Edinburgh were 
permitted to return to their cures in that 
city; hut their power and influence were 
greatly abridged. Iqi, fhort, James retoain- 
ed abfolute mailer of all ecclefiailical af- 
fairs. 

. By his artful management he prevailed with 
the comnuffioners of the general aflembly to 
prefcnt a petition to parliament. That the mi- 
nifters^ as reprcfenting the church and third ef- 
tate of the kingdom, might be admitted to vote 
ill the hpufe, according to the adls made in 
favour of the church. James obtained vaft ad- 
vantages from the indefinite manner in .which 
this petition was worded: for it met with DJfficuitict 

' "■ . - , of Jtmesj 

a ftrong oppQfition : but at laft he had the ad- ^^^^ Ms 
drefs to giet an a£t pafled, authorizing the nii- 
nifters and paftors whom his majefty (hotild . 
dignify with the titles of bifhop or abbot^ to 
fit in parliament as freely as any ecclefiaiti(;al 
prelate had formerly done. To take away all 
jealoufy, as if James intended to reflore pre- 
lates to their ancient eccleliaftical jurifdiaidn, 
it was referred to the general aflembly to 
determine what authority they were to hayfe ih 
the governmejit of the church. The clergy 
faw that the intention of James, through all 
its difguifes, was to reftore^ prelacy, that 
lie might have always a proper balance 
againft the great nobility. Many of theni,' it 
Vol. VIII. Y y is 
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A» D. 1597. is true, were dazzled with the luftre of a feat 
in parliament ; but the majority made a flrong 
oppofition. They infifted that the number bif 
ecclefiaflical votes fhould be fifty-one, as in 
the times of pppery ; but that the whole body 
of the clergy fhould have, at leaft, a conjund 
voice with his majefty, as to the manner oJF their 
cleftion, their revenues, duration, and titles. 
James thinking that he had fecured his main 
point by the aft of parliament, gave foft anfweri^ 
to all the demands of the clergy, in hopes of 
every day . fucceeding to the crown of England^ 
when it would be in his power to aft with morib 
decifion. All he could do did not quiet the ap^ 
prehenfions of the mod penetrating preacl^jBrs. 
** Cover over your fchemes (faid one of them tp 
him) with what varnifh you pleafe ; drefs t&e 
intruder with the utmoft art ; yet, ftill, under afi 
the difguife, I can fee the horns of his mitre.* 
Birch*9Me. James inherited from his mother a large 
EHz4jcth. fhare of diilimulation and fecrecy in bufinefs. 
He employed Mr. Bruce to be His rcfident at 
the Englifli court. Bruce was a man of bufinefs, 
fagacity, and intrigue. He was aflifted by Mr. 
David Foulis, a man of the fame charafter, and 
apolitc fcholar ; and through their management 
he underftood that the fecret fentim'ents of the 
nobility of England were in favour of his fiic- 
jarres cor- ceflioh. Nonc of thcm, liowcver, wks fo for- 
wi!h"h« ward as the great earl of Effcx. That lioblif- 
e^ariofEf- ^^^^ ^^^ j^^y. accomplilhed of any in his time, 

with 
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with every gift of nature except patience, had a. 0.1593. 
conceived a difguft at Elizabeth's behaviour, 
and the condud of her miniftry, particularly 
of Sir Robert Cecil, . who watf fecretary of 
fi^te, Janies afiefted to place great confidence 
in him, and he anfwered it by letters coiitain- 
ing exprelHons by no nieans compatible with 
the allegiance due ' to his lawful fovereign. 
" If I fliQuld (fays ^e,; in 'one of them) bnly re- ibid, p.176. 
gard the weaknefs of mine own merit, without 
havmej an eye unto the eixceeding bdurity 
whereby, your majefty hath quickened me to 
npfalce a prefent of all that fer vice which rpy 
poor ability may perform, I fhoulcj have ifor- 
b6r^ to nave made this paper a witnefs 6r^,my 
botdheis,' But in what manner couW I navfe 
|9f med; a p^ea m excule of inexpia,ble ing^ra- 
titu.de|.If i had not by fome lines given .a^afte 
. of th|5 j^eftion of my he^rt,^which Dreath^s on- 
ly, after thue profpcrous fwccxfsi of a kinj^ o^ lb 
much .worth, whofe fervant J am born oy na- 
tyre, andby duty am obliged to e;xefcife^air ^t 
ppwers.bpth of my mipdand body jin^apyan/c- 
ijjg his defigps ? Therefore fuch as I Sip, an ' 
s^U whatfoqyer I am (though perhaps ^ Aiy^ 
qfiinall,, price) I coufecrate unto ^pur^feg^ 
t|irone ;. protefting, that what dcifett. (peVcjC 
may he ir^cident unto me, I mail appeay worp 
fitly tp be fet on the fcqr^ of error thaa, of 
wilfijlncf^" 
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It would far excieed my bounds, iflldtild I J>tir- 
fue Ja'mes thro' other conheckioiis hii foi'ihed 'at 
this tiine vriih the Englifli hobility. It is ftif- 
ficient to fay, tha;t He Kccived from tfa&m Aicfa' 
affurances, that he did not think liindifelf lotf^' 
obliged to be to feWilely cotrtptaifiini, id lie 
had formerly been, to^ Elizabeth. Thkt ]^rih. 
cefs, old, peevifh, ^nd infirm, as 'fhe wSs^ retain- 
ed fufficient (enfibility to perceive this, and 
gave way to her puritans writing libels againft* 
the fucceffioh of Janl6s to the Englifh crown,' 
without fhewing them any marks of licfdit 
pleafure. T^ey were ahfwered by tKe frieiidi; 
oiF James, who maintained his caufe vs^itTi jgrtak 
warmth ; and Elizabeth inftrufted her miiiifter 
Bowes, more than once, to complaift of ; Ills 
winking at the diforders iipoh'tHeblbf [lei's ; tnS 
fecretly leaning towards popery ; and Ms fail- 
ing in the refpect he owed to her jferfdA*. In 
one of the difpatches fhe fent on tlife OcCafidn, 
between the fignature of her nam6 it tlift tSp 
and the lirft line of the inftruftibn's, Ihte iirfert-- 
fed with her own hand the fdllowliig very >e- 
markable words : « I wonder hotJrlbife-ririnded 
that king thinks me; that with piatietrc'* I cafh 
digeft 'this diflionourable treatnlerit ! Let hiih, 
therefore, know, that I will htfvd fktisfaftiod, 

of elfe'^ 

If we confider the near probabilf!^' of ^the 
fiicceflion of James, we may quefticrfi whcthelr 
Elizabeth would have found it pr&dicable to 

have 
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fcave j)tit tier itht-eats in execution.; butlhew^ ^.0.1597^ 
prevtBted ,|jy his. fiibmiflipn and proteftations,. 
which I perceive foon aftej: ^rew from her, rc- 
mittinces to die amount of fcven thoufand 
pounds ft^liog. In the mean while, James, 
partly by way of j«-eeautioo, but chiefly to 
gratify his natural paffion for Cmbaffies, no- 
minated the bi&op of .Aberdeen and Sir Peter 
Young to the princes of GenUaBy, « to con- 
dude with them a provt^onal treaty for their 
afllflance, in eafehis fiicce£qn in £nglan^' 
fHlMild bedilputed. His initru^qns, to t^em 
were to declare, that lie, did aot mind tc^ 6(^' 
fend the ijueen in any fort, whom he loved and* 
honoiircd as his mother,,wi&ing her mapy and 
huppy days,, but only to ftrengthen himfe^ 
»gainft unjuil pretenders ; and if, in the meatt 
time, they fliould be - pleafed, by a eommoii 
<E;mbaflage, . to entreat the queen to declate, iii 
her own tiinc, the right fncceflbr, for pceverrt:; 
ing the .plots and praAices of eij'emies, hi 
would take it for a fingular fri^dfliip iat ^i^ 
liands" Xhofeeoibailadors vifited tlw' coiirts 
*f Bninfwicls:* Brandcnburgh, Heffe, Saxony, 
^Weoklenbuigh, and Slefwick. Thofe' princes, 
who wfreall of them in alliance witTilEnza- 
,t»etii, ;and moft of them her penlionersji Kiiew 
rhow tender fhe was in thcaffair of her ^occef- 
.'fion; but they were fenfible, at (be farne time, 
1h>w dangerous, it would be for them.;tp dif- 
-obJJge Jftiaes, Tlieir gcAfiral anfvyer. was cau- 
tious. 
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A. a 1597. tlous, but refpeclful : « That though hisma^ 
jefty's right was not unknown to them, they 
did eileem it an ad of great wifdom ip jhioit 
to make his friends acquainted with the e^scccp- 
tions taken againft his title, that, when occa- 
fion required, nothing might be wanting tHsit 
lay in their power. But to move the queen 
for declaring her fucceffor, they held it dan- 
gerous, and feared it fhould not fo much pro- 
mote the bufinefs as offend hen Always they 
fliould advife and take counfel with their con- 

■ . ■ i ' ' 

federates and allies, and follow the courfe 
which was moft likely for his benefit." . . 
sttteof tbe Though Jamcs .repeated his proteftations td 
Elizabeth of his enmity to Spain, and his dif- 
pofition for maintaining peace on the borders,^ 
yet hoftilities continued there as flagrant as 
ever. The particulars of the mutual invasions 
of banditti are of little importance to hiflory 
at this time. Buccleugh, and Mary's friends, 
or their defcendants, could never forget or for* 
give her fate, and left no opportunity of car- 
rying fire and fword into England upon the 
moft trifling provocation, which was generally 
retaliated upon the borders of Scotland, 
Thofe inroads were commonly attended with 
executions of the moft notorious thieves, to 
the number fometimes of thirty or forty, 
which were performed without any formality 
of law. When commiflioncrs were appointed to 
pimifli thofe enormities, both parties defended 

what 
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what they Kad^ done; for no indifferent evi- A.D.ts^ 
dence could be obtained, and very little good 
reifulted from any meeting of that kind. Eli- 
zabeth fent Sir William Bowes with a letter of 
complaint,' which has come to our hands, znd, 
which was prefented to James at Dumfries. It. * 
was anfwered by him in the ufual ftrain ot 
compliance } but I find no.effeft followed. ,^_ 
attetopl'tnat fome Sps^niards had made Cin 
which tkkey tailed) to fortify a fmall ifland, or 
racher focW off the weftern coaft of Scotland* 
revived Jjizabeth's jealoufv ; but James clear(54, " 
bimfelf to her fatisfadlion. ^ -. ' . 

^Thc deatli of lord Burleigh, . which hap^ ocithof 
pened this year, freed James from the inoft in'- ^^ 
Veterate ej^emy his country or family ever 
liad. ' That he was a minifter of great i^jigacity^ 
peheirationl and afliduity,, and thit he was a 
fuccelsful as wdl a^ faithful fervent to his mife 
trcls, cannot be denied. I \yill venture, how- 
ever, to fiy* that his beh^aviour tOYfard^s^Sgq^- 
land, efpeqiairy ia Uie affair o^.^Vl^^^ 
mean, treache;0usp ^and Woody^ a^;,.f^%^ 
npne but a man of the bafef^ fpirit>i^^^jLy^ 
fijbmit^dtopraaife.^^^^^ :. v .?;rr-Kn oloJT 

* The family of James was now .encrwfed- by. Newadmi. 
the birth of anqt^^er daughter ;, but, ip^o^ng^ ;«„, 
f iht of iru^^iiy.wdzr^ undifcernl!ig,.p^9^^, 

fieSj kept his nnanices as low as ever. ,,Ar^Qn- 
veation of the Itates was held in October for 

■ - 1 • • 7 
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A.D.I59S. the reflation of the coin ; and upon Jfs^HfiS^, 
James applied himfelf ferioufly to plan outH 
new adminiftratioii. Sir David Wftirray, who 
was created lord Scoon, was made cOmptroUef 
of the excheiquer. The earl of Caffils ^- 
ceeded the prior of Blantyre as treafilrcY* ; but 
the favourite fecretary ' or ftate r^cOmoien^ea 
his brother lord ^Iphintlon, add Ke dbtaifl£a 
that high poft. A htw council 'i^iiliftirig M 
t'Hirty-one perfons^ iixteen t6 be' nolBles, apd 
the reft barons, was appointed. Thdii^-h(pads 
were the" duke of 'Lgriox, the earft iif ^Ai*gus, 
Cafffls, Mar, Glencairn, and Mnt/bl^i' 4hfe 
lords" Seaton, Fleming, Livinglttih; ' (wllb' Tsi 
well as'Elphinfton were now agreed ivim Ijistrt 
Ocliiltree, Newbbttle, and Spyny. liiey were 
to'aflemble at court twice a week j and^' among 
other powers, had that of fining and impfifoii' 
ingthe authors of all infurreftions. ''I'wo Kuh- 
dred thoufarid marks were granted t)y' a hb^ 
convention for defraying the expl^hce of 'for 
reign embaffadors. James forced the" "clcrfrjr 
and citizens of Edinburgh to double ^thehiun* 
ber of their minillers, in order to diirhinifli 
their power; and he received fuch fupplies 
from his people, as enabled him tp give a de- 
cejit reception tp thV queen's brother, the 
cjuke of liolfteini who this year paid Him i 
\ijlt.. The poft of chancellor remaining Rill 
vacant, it was given to the earl of Montrdfe, 
and the lord Hamilton and the earl of Hunt- 
Icy 
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fcy wcric created marquifcs J a title that was a.d.i5j«. 
new in Scotland. 

While Jaines was thus fettling the internal 1^99. 
ftate of his kingdom, and to all appearance tr/gu^with 
upon excellent terms with Elizabeth, he found RlmlT"^ 
himfelf plunged into freih difficulties with 
that pYincefs. She was difpleafed with the em* 
bafly he bad fent to the proteflant princes of 
Germafiy, and highly offended at the favour- 
able exprcflions he daily threw out in favour 
of popery. The truth is, that James was fond 
of figpripg aJS a great fcholar, politician, and 
dmnCp 4mang foreign princes ; and he had the 
vanity to thinlc that he was born with learning 
and abilitief fufficient to reconcile the Romiih, 
to the reformed, church. It is uncertain whe* 
ther foo^e letters did not pafs between him and 
his holinefs On that fubject, even while he was 
in Scotlapd ; but a difcovery which was at this 
time ms^de, niore deeply affected his character. 

The intriguing tnafter of Gray, ever fince he 
hs^d been foirced to leave Scotland, had com- 
monly i^eiided at Rome, where he received in- 
telligence of a letter which had been fent from 
James to pope Clement the eighth, recom- 
mending the bifhop of Vaiflbn to a cardinaPii 
hat. Gray had the addrefi to obtain a copy 
gf this letter, which contained feveral expref- 
lions very favourable to popery, and he put it 
into Elizabeth's hands. Elizabeth ordered 

. • ' ' 

Bowes, her emba&dor, to tax JaniQ} wjith zht 
Vol. Vlir" ' " Z z ' Utter J 
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«iD.is99. letter ; and, as he well ntight, he dticl^inicd "att 
knowledge of it ; biii S^as^ ftartldd-^ehcn^ia 
heard that the courf df 'Rom@ made'^o feitaiEt 
of the letter, and boaft^^d -of James^ as a Vai 
luaMe acquifitiott to their chufch. ' XJpon en*- 
^niry, it was found that fuch a letter hid ac^ 
tu ally been figned by James ; and-'that it WJtt 
conveyed to the pope's hands by ' Sir Edw^ 
Drummond, who was a profeft papilb The 
matter had a fufpicious appearance y %ut afCer^ 
wards took fuch -a turn, that his* fecretary* 
KIphinfton confefled he had (Obtained /tii» 
iignature of James to the letter by fiMltqJtip 
Orbufly ihuffltng it in among other papers tc»hkh 
he- was to fign. As the aflFair betame aftetp 
wards"0f confequence to the fiate, I ihall'only 
6bfef^et:here, that there is too much resibn^fbr 
belFeving, that if Jatnes was impofed iipQ% hit 
ijiieen was a party in the fraud, NO'tvtom^ 
was tnore likely than flie was, to accepC^f fiao^ 
ney for the management of fuch a trattfa^OU. 
i am, however, of opinion, that Jaiti^ wM 
no Itranger to the letter ; but I Ihall have herc- 
t(ftet o'ccafion to refume this fubjeft. 
Difcovery Elizabeth fedhied to lay no great firefs tipon 
apaTnft"'' the duthchtidty of the abovementionedletter, 
James, 2[s Q^^ ^,^g ftot poffeffcd of the or^iBal? bet 

file cb'uld hot' beiir to fee the party of James 
lb ftrong in England, and refolded to Humble 
him, ijn a' manner peculiar to ^'herffiFf.^ One 

Thomas had be^n taken up f or ^a ^f ofibtry ; arid 

• •• • to 
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io fave his life^ he ebtai^cd an audience frdim ^^^^if^ 

Elizabetb, in which he pretended that he.ha^ 

been €niplo$/:ed by James in a >de0gn upon her 

life. Elizabeth ordered Bowes to talk wit(i 

James upon tihi^. ; pretended .diico very f bu;i at 

the fame time ihe made ib lig|it of it, that i3ijb 

offered tOi clear him from all fufpicion by a 

pviblie declar^ti§)^ of his innocency. James 

tn^litedtlk^ wb^l^^ffair with the utmpft cpn-- 

tempt. 'He h^ penetration eij^pugh to fee Ijhai 

itrjnras an ioVtotiOH of Eiizabeth^: to make, hxxA 

mtore dependent upon her^.as a fufpif ipp, j jrf 

tba&^kiiid muft be very unfavQuraible.fflr, jjiis 

iki€CefiU>iinr ^izabeth ordered BQwes^;fgaij}^Jto 

uplikaid^himcfor lofing the refpedthat wafi.dut 

tiiTbei* :peifoa a^d ^dignity. James* v^pQ^ , r^ 

tx>tifidlEffati6ii^ founds him^felf in a dif^gre^aib^e 

fitbiiiaR/ bQ>eeiaUycafter he underftood; t^ 

JEliaabethy": froiQ* : ^ pset^nded .tendernefs. . t6 

]|im> had^ut a fipp tp;t:he profecutio^j^ 

4(rittid^, ;,Iiad:^he fliewed an. mdiSer^n,9e>Jx& 

ivas a&aid thjMi £lizab^h would order }Thp^a$ 

U> be iexje^tisd upon hjis confeffiop,; VfMch 

might give^f^ jd^^ wound ^to his, charai^er jil 

:|he €y^^x)f , the Englilh; anfi therefore he. 

^eigqe^ttp^jl^eik; to Bowes, and to difclaim itt 

ihe mQ;^^£3]iemn, earneft manner, all kind of 

kiK>wlqdge off or connection with, Thomas. 

v ThjCx whole of the above tranfadion has beei 

jxifi^prefepted by Camden ; but it appeirs from 

•the difp^tiohLes of Bowes )iimfelf* that ne' li^d. 

/ ; Z z 2 been 
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A. p. 1599- been fent to Scotland .u> form :^ pacty agiiflft 
-'Jatinc^f on. preUi^ce vpf oppafkig ^thfi> papifb. 
Thih .^ugh :,nqt -.mestioned* bgn: hillomva^^ 
plain If om 'the-\Mr46 of one • of "Jpisrdettcrinto 
|i}ue^a Eliaateth,- . •♦VNow .(-fayi; Iw?^ .whereiit 
pk^th your-roajefty, in the end' of tyonrjia- 
ftrMiflions, fumnurily^O; dtaw. kliem- tgh:tmo 
; J;^/ead s^ . tlie f oruier hot h . been (in the^ . prcixiifek) 
4^,ti^^^d {o far as I conld, in the rkttet ; vhiich 
^^ tq nQtj&;^ntQ youi: majeftyiiiChe.nanieSiof 
^^)i .ngbl^inen, ; barons, and ^o<id vpatrielly 
)yjith.iyhpm your .majefty may -ietiJft.ionoff pW- 
Ifculai: CQiT^fpond^ncy^ for the fe£g[iy/- of^jtfcc 
.^W^gi^dhis eftate againft the connip<;H9 en^fl^i 
.^^mt^ humbly befeech your majeijly ^o rtfsiitp 
.fQ>r anfwer, that fny former fmatlj ^cqiVAJi^^t^kftPp 
in. thcfe p^^rts, and;, the ihortnefs tof thf^.tifBe 
j^or4,pa£rnot,.fMiciqnt meajift to gratjkfy yif^ 
xnaj^lQy 's e^edatlon ^on thig behalf; only. j^^fP 
.iftrongly.pexfuaded,' by the moft honeft aod 
jyyjife, .of this .nation, that I meet withal, that .ill 
^llp^rti? of this kingdom, which have receivcil 
,jthe..,(exercife of religion, efpecially the ba- 
iqns.^nd boroughs, will be more than double 
J:^/orce of any other part whatfoevcFj whick 
.^i)I ^end then}fclv(^8 to favour the Spaniardy 
or,tI^je:,I^)milh • 

^ . . -vThc pnuden^e of James, which was diclated 

w^o pub- ........... r . i».. J » 

liflics hi! ]by liis ^innocency on this occafion, in refufinff 

poroo. to iiccept^qt ^nj5(;|excuIpatiQn from EhaabdJ^ 

difappointed fhat princefs, and raifed his cha- 

^:^T racier. 
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>the) art>bfc ^iermnent',- t*tri«t«n ' • with ' fchond^rii'- 
ttiCn^and gutodfdnfe;' -and though 'itt'lbi^4^^^tf^ 
figesfiildd i)»itk pedatttic -learAingv &#''-'^tsr 
ibookr havd ifimid.tleea' ^i^Klb^d- bU tM' (bKj^ 
iit(wasi2(drih;i£Ecl (rciiisffotti pf^ot^tkrY^ ^a^ 
>ldid publhntioiifbf (lite^wtfS' Wittg t6 <thi^fd&6^<- 
iuig> i(»tiumi%aii<:;b».f > ^aftMis f had' < 'tnadc ' ifl% '«tf 
:iOQe< >Sgmj]iie>tb t^ttafcribe* tills 'WHtki'^Hiid i^ 

■jAn had^edfct^ddfher tiding 'dfck'tb'^Mii^M- 
.tcat^'-> eMHeft!>&ed; - At- Jahleti thi-d^fi^'Vlik 

^arfd ef lfe>iperfclnttaftcc, difcove^'^iSiAr^at 
^dMAfe#()t6 ^e^pif(i:t!»p^I order, and laVi'do'v^ 

^fid}»^T«it6 tfebfebf KiST' 'Clergy, 'Sra^fp^- 
^dJtdd^lbmt^'jt^kl&gte^' (^ it'tb* ^a^ ^ftyrci^ ^^'j 
Wbd ^f««i Atedi*e#V, rt/ hkvc'ftfe«ici^iiii^- 
iftii<«d; .fFli&^ng'i' ^thiiiffibbei* 4id^fr^1& 
iiH't^r^fWtf^ b^liigedifikA^^d'tl^^pfe^ifW&b 
^ad pkktlM>'-iiie csW^d^ paffag^ 'a^%ei^^ 
menim^EtA Wfts->diittbiiiK:ed'£i'eba; ^ii6iif''i% 
iKHi«ppeaYki^,'^'4<±di'dft)^4b' ftittimBnsi't^a^i^ 

thus haftened, to preve#eaijr'b^TMi^i^olfe 
li^hadii^btf^tfeciple "bfStf^iinVP, '^d-'ttiii iii<jide. 
?r«V:>arty tto'Sc^atfd,^ fiflgbt i*<ifeiVe 'df i£i ;,.., 
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THE HI ST O R Y 

The king^to prove how tharo^hfy' be WM 
now emancipated ffom th^-^t^Iage 'iif ^^hil 
clergy, defired Elizabeth to Yeml him' ibitytttt 
a company of £fig)ijBi tbtnA^dian^.' 8hi cdaip- 
plied, and James gave them a ticencorto aft iU 
his capit^v and in his court. I b^Ve^gireat ti» 
fon to thihk that the infmortai SHakefpear; mn 
of Che number. But his drama^ ^i^hich vfihdi: 
accefs, at this day, to the moft in&nfible Marti( 
had no charms in the eyes of the pre&yterial| 
clergy^ They threatened excommutticatkm and 
chiirch cenfures to all who attended: the: pla^. 
hovfe. I ihall not. enter into the qiteftiQto,iHcMr 
far drunatical i^ntertainments are ftrvioeal^hrtov. 
prejudicial to the morals of a^'.pcopIc^^.^Bnt 
the dergy undoubtecHy tranfgrefled thtir^dqt^- 
in attempting to fupprefs them^ otheraufe than 
fay humble remonfirances* Thd votariesc-itf 
the church of Scotland ftood as muds in^tiraadi 
at. this time, of eccldiafHcal fulminatioASf^ at 
tbdfe of Rome had ever done ; and many, foi^- 
bore -to attead the theatrical exhibitions; .JamcB 
ccmfidered the infolent interpofition: of the. 
dergy as a freih attack upon his .prerogative^ 
tind ordered thofe who had beensnoft aftive in: 
ic to retraft their menaces; whichi they un^ 
willingly did : and we are told lihatr &e play^^ 
houfc was then greatly crouded.' u: ;. *.- 

:The fpring and/fummer of this :year were 
fpent in forwarding James's new plan of church» 
government by the reftoration of the eptfcopal 

order. 
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orders w^iich^ Jbe: biid mora ^thm ^^^pr al; heart, a.- a ifoor 

ajQid.thfiifliQWniLppQiptjjd bifltopsweM amopg.Uic* 
mqft: moders^te :of; thai ;l)rfl(bytwaa lOTd^^ 
By 1)13 inflwixce the pftrti^moiit pafi«i4> 9f 
vi)j€ for Tfftpring BeatQD^; the popUh j^Kibr' 
USskop of GlafgoMft (thQ faeaf who had fq feifeh^k 
fl^y; ferved his mother abroad ashor <?aa(b^f9 
dor): to the/tomporMities of th^tbeae^^ (thofe' 
o£ the fee bemg/ I apprehend, veiled m ' th^ ■• 
duke^iof Lenox);:; and to EJisabetb^S! ^esrt dHii-^ 
likevjamds^ appointed him to boihds^aimbftflaxO 
dorot.theS^pdi court, where he rbfided':io(f<^ 
fome Tcarsv after,, in that ehaniActi/ fxtacBi bfi 
Una ap^oiqtiaent, wanted to fSociire tbahxa^fi^} 
fiupiofethe? FttTOh court, ifafoniild hvs(.fiieco&i: 
iixm: to a&tiyabeth be dUputed } the wif^qqr amt^ 
qptpderat^Hi^: ofilBe<itoit jbaving- gained fatui ^ 
great repi^ttl^tiQn in tikat cbuntry.; hoid^Vivtfa^: 
who wa»iaipapift# wAa<tkbQKt th^ isme'tiioiiE 
{^nl> tQfiexecttte .a. pma'te:t(tomnHfiicm )at:>Jdi# 
cpnrt ^of Booatt: ;i :a3id ^janoe^, sf tenracds^ ipob^ » 
Ikddy ^acknowledgod itfaei ohligatioHB hcrlai^ iUiifOc 
der 4:o ihb jholmeis i £4|K^ tbe - :kuid : a^ 
retepdon jbiiii<a]Dafaa£Eido^< liltet with; i;:Su^}Jdm)m: 
lifidfgf^aii osmplosred as ' agent fox* ^ James * toi 
keepqi thbEn^fk diomaa cathohcs' foo^ -^^thttr 
facceifion; andflixtwasifure^ot^he^afiiftaiiaeitifi 
tb& ffordxern f)o^iv:ra,^.aDdt'eviBin qi^ ttfae protSf* 
tafit rpiinlce6K^'((^Qrnianyv'tho? theji'-hadiimt) 
vet)totic{i vaE> yet<.tQi^/dcadarfil^t]^dmfidbfBf)t>09^ 

The 
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A.D.I6M. -pjig fubjeAs of James were fo fenfible of 
the reafoDs he had for taking thofe precautions 
New tcficf. that they acquiefced in all his meafures^ and* 
«Miftiiotioii* his government began to acquire a confiftency' 
and firmnefs which it never had before. James 
prudently temporized with his clergy in the 
affair of epifcopacy, now that he had broken 
thrb* their independency upon the civil power. • 
They had agreed that a certain number of their 
order Ihould fit in parliament ; but that for 
each prelacy which was void, &k perfons 
Ihould be prefented to the king, of whom 
he was to nominate one. That the perfon fo 
tft^wnd. chofcn " fhould not propofe to council, conven- 
tion or parliament, in the name of the church, 
any thing without exprefs warrant and direc* 
tion from the church; neither ihould he con«- 
fent nor keep filence in the (aid conventions, 
if any thing was moved prejudicial to the weal . 
and liberty thereof, under pain of depofitton 
from his office." He was to fubmit his coQr 
duSt in parliament to the general ailemblyy 
and be contented with that part of his bene* 
fice which ihould be given him for his livings 
without dilapidating or alienating any part of 
it. To avoid the invidious term of biihop or 
prelate, he was to be called commiffioner of 
fuch or fuch a place, if the parliament thought 
proper ; otherwife the affembly was to confi- 
der of fome other denomination for. the 
office. 

Upon 
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. U50B 4he*vkok, the dergymen fiftiag'^in av-d i6o«. 
parliame&t were to be. reprefentatives^ o£ the 
church ; and when we confider the plan in ge- 
neral, k was wife, equitable, and moderate, (if 
we except the negative which the aflembly 
was to have upon the proceedings of pafcUa* 
ment) and which might have been eaiUy lufi* 
delled, fo ^ to reftriA it to do($ridal parts on^ 
ly) and greatly fuperior to that motley kkftl 
o£ pr^cy which afterwards took place m 
Scotland. ^ ^<- 

•Dui^ng th}^ smtual tiranquility, James kept James cor* 
vsp hiskcorrefpondence with the earl of £ffex. with"the 
'Iibe-\pubUc is no ftranger to the crimds and fo[f*^*^* 
{^iniiihment of t^at iliuftrious jDQMjj^cmin, tho' 
hia real .yiewa^ ifi he had any th^t ^yi^ere bqJs 
protmpted^::by . pilyate ^ .refentiaaeQ t, .. are ftill £k^ 
crett .. lie reprefented to Jamest ^at all the* 
places of power ,. and. vtrwft in England wor^ei 
yelled i^'the enemies of the £;inuly of Stuar^^ 
Vfith an intention, in cafe of Elizabeth's deaths 
tpi place the infanta of Spain on the throne 
Q^ England. Though nothing could be piore 
g|oundlei3 thai;i this fifggeftionji yet James 
^9t^fLUzabeth a flatter, informiog her.ofiaa^ 
qthejrmtendod invafipn from Spain, and ;)amed 
tl|^;ead:l of Af^x witl^? thg abbot of Kinlofs tik 
Ijcr: his amhjs^d^^ at the EngUfli court. JUin. 
zabotU tf €5^|^,d.lite:4pforaj<jtipn with great dii?- 
4ain, ^d (j|f;9jg^;f9i^eexpr^$Qns^.a was 

^o ftranger to the correfpondence carried .0p 

JVou VIII. A a between 
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p.\^. i6co. between Effex and James. It is extremely re- 
in aikable, fo fecret was James in his operations; 
that he was at this very time carrying on 
another corrcfpondencc with fecretary Cecily 
the capital enemy of Effex. 

This autumn one of the moft extraordinary 
confpiracies that hiftory mentions, broke out 
in Scotland. I fliall relate the particulars as 
drawn tip by James himfelf, and publifhed by 
his authority ; and, afterwards, make fome re- 
marks upon the improbabilities, contradictions, 
and inconfiftencies that attend the whole ftory. 
Account of On the fifth of Auffuft, as Tames was tak- 
ccflfpiracy. lug horfc iu thc morning, to hunt in the 
neighbourhood of Falkland, he was accofted in 
a manner more refpedful than ufual by Alex- 
ander Ruthven, brother to the carl of Gowry, 
and fon to that earl who had been beheaded in 
this reign. It may be here proper to inform thc 
reader, that the two brothers had received their 
education abroad ; that they were looked upon 
as being more learned than noblemen generally 
are ; and that they had not only been reftored 
by James to their family honours and eftate, 
but dillinguiflicd by him with particular 
marks of his bounty. Having finiflied the courfe 
of their education and travels, they returne4 
througli England to Scotland, where they re- 
/ided at their family-feat near Perth ; but it is 
pretty certain that Elizabeth had found means 
to fix i)ir earl in her interefl:, and that flic 

intended 
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intended to make him her principal agenJt in Scot- ^- ^- '^°^- 
land. Be that as it will, this Alexander, who, Letter from 
it feems, was very handibme, and whom James Neviito 
fufpefted to have an intrigue with his wife, in- winwoSd- 
formed his majefty that, the evening before, he 
Ikad feized a fufpicious fellow, muffled up in a 

•k. 

cloak which concealed a large pot full of gold 
coin : that he had fecured the fellow and his 
pot in a fequeftered houfe, till he (hould know 
his majefty^s pleafure ; for which purpofe he 
had come to Falkland. Ruthven added, that 
none, not even the earl his brother, knew of this 
adventure ; but preffed James to give fome or- 
ders about the gold and the prifoner. James, 
at firft, declined having any thing to do with 
either ; but, upon farther examination, he be- 
gan to fufped that the fellow might be an 
agent from the pope or the king of Spain, and 
might be entrufted with the gold to make dif- 
turbances in his kingdom. He offered to fend 
back one of his fervants with Ruthven, and a 
warrant direded to the magiftrates of Perth, 
to receive the fellow and the money into their 
cuftody, and to detain both till his pleafure 
Ihould be farther known. Ruthven ftrongly 
cppofed this expedient. He obferved', that if 
either the magiftrates or his brpther fliould 
hear of the prifoner and the money, James 
would get but a poor account of the latter •, in 
which cafe he (Ruthven) muft lofe the reward 
oiF his zeal and loyalty j and therefore he in- 

A a 2 treated 
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A.D. 1609. treated James to examine the fellow in perfon, 
entirely referring his own recompence to hi» 
majefty's generofity. The fport of the field be- 
ing at a ftand during this long conference, 
James joined his attendants ; but told Ruthven 
that he would confider further of the matter; 
Ruthven endeavoured ftill to prevail upon 
James to examine the prifoner, who, he faid, 
in cafe of delay, might make a noife, which 
would defeat the whole difcovery. Though it 
does not appear by the narrative drawn up by 
James himfelf, that he agreed to this propofal, 
yet Ruthven difpatched Henderfon, one of the 
two fervants who attended him, to ride pofl- 
hafte back to acquaint the earl of Gowry, that 
in about three hours James would be at his 
houfe, and defiring him to prepare dinner. 
James, during the chace, was ftartled with 
what he heard from Ruthven ; and riding 
again up to him, told him that when the fport 
was over, he would attend him. Upon the 
death of the flag, James called for a frefh 
horfe, and, unarmed and defencelefs as he was 
he left word with the duke of Lenox, the earl 
of Mar, and his other attendants, that he was 
gone to Perth upon bufinefs with the earl of 
Gowry, but that he would be back at night. 
Moll of the company got frefli horfes, and ima- 
gining that James was gone to apprehend the 
mafter of Oliphant, who was then fkulking as 

an 



i 

w 



O F 8 G O T L A N D. 365 



aa outlaw about the country, they galloppcd 
after him, apprehending danger to his perfoiu 
Ruthven endeavoured to prevail on James 
to countermand their attendance upon his pei> 
fon, and to be fatisfied with that of three or 
four fervants. James fays, that this difcourfe bc^ 
gan to give him fufpicions of lluthven's intcn^ 
tjions ; but thinking that his brother's fcvcrc 
ufage of him might have difturbed his brain y 
I conjedure which was confirmed by the un- 
common wildnefs of his looks, his penfive 
air, and incoherent difcourfe ; he was content-^ 
€d with ordering the noblemen, his followers,. 
to attend him ; and, after informing the duke 
of Lenox of Ruthven 's difcovery, and his own 
fufpicions of his infanity, he ordered him not 
to leave him, efpecially when he entered the 
boufe where the fellow and the treafure was 
confined. Their difcourfe was interrupted by 
luthven, who again peremptorily infilled, that- 
ione of the royal attendants fliould be prc^ 
i:nt at the fellow's examination : but James 
old him with a fmile, " That being himfclf 
bt a poor accomptant, it was neceflary he 
iould have fome afliftance in telling over the 
roney.'' Ruthven infilling with his ufual ear- 
pfl:nefs that none fliould be prefent. James 
gpw at laft apprehenfive oif fome treafonablc 
dpgn ; but, by his own account, he was afliam- 
e<\to own his fufpicions, and rode forward. 
V^en they came within two miles of Perth, 

Ruthvea. 



AafXiioa, 
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A. D. i6od. Ruthven difpatchcd another fervant ^ to zd* 
vertife his brother of the king^s approach, and 
after riding a naile farther he left James for the 
fame purpofe. 

Gowry was at dinner when he underftood 
from his brother that the king was at hand ; 
and was fo far from having made any prepara- 
* tion for his majefty's reception, that having re- 
ceived him at the head of three or four fcore of 
his attendants, (thofe of James not exceeding 
fifteen, and armed only with fwords) it wa3 
a full hour before his dinner could be got 
ready. During this interval, James preffed 
Ruthven to introduce him to the prifoner ; 
but he pretended that there war no hurry till 
his majefty's dinner was over. James defcribes 
the earl of Gowry as being extremely refllefs, 
unquiet, and uneafy, while his majefty was din- 
ing f. When James was ready to rife from the 
table, Ruthven whifpered him that it was now 
time to vifit the prifoner ; but he wiflied that 
his majefty would get rid of the earl his bro 
ther, by defiring him to ^entertain the othe 

• I fhall here juft obferve, that Ruthven and his two fej 
v^nts had rode from Perth to Falkland that day ; and tb 
horfe of the former was fo tired, that it could fcarcely keep u 
•with the king, whom he was inceffantly prefling to ride faftej 
yet (to fpeak nothing of the fiift fervant) this fecond fervans 
horfe outrides them all, and reaches his mailer's houfe befcB 
thie king himfelf. 

f This is not furprizing when we confider how ill pc- 
pared he was for his royal vifitant 5 for it appears, from te 
king's own relation, that neither of his brother's fervants Id 
delivpred their roeifage : befides, if Ruthven was (as ther«is 
too much reafon to believe he* was) infane, the earl's concrn 
l^ft be encreafed at fuch an adventure. 

gues. 
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guefts. When James left the room, he defired a.d. 1600. 
to he attended by Sir Thomas Erlkine ; but 
Ruthvcn defired him to go forward with him, 
•* and perfifting that he fhould make any one 
or two follow him that he pleafed to call for; 
defiling his majefty to command publickly that 
none fliould follow him.'* It does not appear 
that the king gave any fuch order ; but that, 
paffing thro' the end of the hall where his at- 
tendants were at dinner, he mounted a wind- 
ing ftair, (called in Scotland a Turnpike) and 
after paffing through feveral rooms, the doors 
of which were all carefully locked by Ruth- 
Yen, at laft he entered a fmall clofet, where he 
faw a man with a deje<9:ed countenance, {land- 
ing at liberty with a dagger at his girdle. 
Ruthven locking the door, and clapping^ his 
hat on his head, drew the dagger from the 
man's girdle, and pointing it to the king's 
breaft, he fwore bitterly that it fliould go to 
his heart if he offered to cry out or to open a 
window ; affirming, that he was fure the king's 
confcience was burthened for murdering his 
father. 

James does not inform us why Ruthven did 
fiot immediately plunge the dagger into his 
bofom ; (which he naturally would have done, 
had he been determined to murder him) but 
difplays his own eloquence, in recounting the 
arguments he made ufe of to divert Ruthven 
from his barbarous purpofe, while the third 

perfon 



-g^S THE Ht ST O R-T 

^iCR^i«aoo%rerroxi ftood by trembling and ^aSing^ liathcr 
"^ke :one condemned, than an cxecutiontr of 

'*luch an enterpirize. If we bdieve James^ his 
TlictOTic made fu(ih an impiieffion upon Ruth- 

'* ven, that itfaved his life. ^ At his majefty's 

perfuafive language (fays James in his narra- 

'tivc) he appeared to be fomtwhat amazed, arid, 

.iUhcovering his head again, fwore and proteft- 
led that his majefty's life fliould be fafe, if he 
'would behave himfelf quietly, without mak- 
*ing noife or crying ; and that he would oiily 
bring in the carl his brother to fpeak with his 
■majefty. Whereupon his majefty enquiring 
what the earl would do with him, fince (if 
liis majcfty's life were fafe, according to pro- 
•mife) they could gain little in keeping fuch a 

'prifoner; his anfwer only was, that he could 
tell his majefty no more; but that his life 

■ftbuld be fafe, in cafe he behaved himfelf 

* quietly ; the reft the earl his brother, whom 
lie was going for, would tell his majefty at his 
icoming. With that, as he was going for the 

*^ai'l his brother, as he affirmed, he turned him 

•about to the other men, faying thefe wbrds 
-mito him, ** I make you here the king's 
fe*ef>er, till I come back again, and fee that you 

'fcep 111 m upon your peril : and therewithal 

'Taid to his majefty," Yoii muft content yourfelf 
to have this man now your keeper,' until my 

iteming back/' , ' ' ' ■'• 

.•:.. :: After 
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Aftof this fudden tranfition from muriler Id *• * '^^ 
miidnef^^ RuthTen left the room^ but t66k the 
key with hiift. His majefty aflted the ftViovf 
who was left with him, *• Whether he was ap- 
fK>iAted to be his murderer .^'' which he denied 
with marks of fear and horror ; and fatid thaS 
he had been locked in there a yefy little while 
before his majefty's arrival. The king then 
€>rdered him to ^pen the window, which ha 
feadily did Mean time, while Gowry wasr 
entertaining the king's fervants, one of thedi 
told him that the king had taken horfe ; upon 
which the company rnfhed out to follow him* 
They underflood from the porter that the king 
was not gone ; but Gowry running back to the 
houfe^ immediately returned^ and told them 
the king had fet out by a back gate. Ai 
they were hafting to take horfe, young Ruth-* 
ven returned, and told James that he muft 
die, offering to bind his m^jeily's hands, at 
the fame time^ with a garter. James and be 
inftantly collared each other ; and before 
Huthven could draw his fword, James drew 
him by force to the window, from whence he 
called out that they were murdering him in 
that place^ at the very inftant his fervants' 
were running paft it to take their horfes* Thd 
king's voice was inftanfly known by the earl ol 
Mar and the duke of Lenox. They attettipt-* 
ed- to run up the turnpike by which the king 
cnt€r«:d ; but the e^rrl of Gowry mounted by 

Vol. Vm. Bbb anotker 
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^,D.i$oo. another ^aiTTfiafet^ which was Jcft ppeii. By 
t|iis tipje Jamis^^.l^^ .tjije better .^in the ftrug-, 
glCjOetween him^n^d j[lutt\ven, and h^.Jiad drawa, 
thq ktter .to the door qf the ftudy, his head 
being, uxidfir his majefty's arms, and himfelf ou 
his^knee^,, . , 

The earl of . Such ;was the fituation of the CQipbatantis, 

Gowry and t . . ' * » 

his brother whtj^ Sir John Ramfay luckily found his way 
to th<e acceffible turnpike, and mqunting it, 
woupded lluthven two or three times with; his:^ 
dagger;. upon which James threw hist: ah tago- 
nift down from the top of the flairs to the bot- 
torn, whf re his life was finiflied by Sir Thomas 
Erlkine and Sir Hugh Herries. Hi^ laft words 
were) " I am not to blame for this.'\ ^Before 
Erfkipe performed this feat, he had .collared 
the earl of Gowry, who was delivered by his 
fetvants. Erfkine and Herries. having dif- 
patched Ruthven, ran up the turnpike, and 
were followed by the earl of Gowry, who jiad 
oii ills head a fteej helmet, and a fword in each 
hanii, and feven of his fervants, each with a. 
Iword, all the force of James (whoi;n his fub- ! 
j^cls had fliut into thq clofet)ampun ting only to 
th^ three knights abovementioned, an4 ope. WiK 
fon! A conflict enfued in the adjoining room, 
in which the kind's attendants, were wounded ; 
but Sir John Ramfay ran his fwprd through 
Cowry's heart, and he (expiring .without fpeak- 
ing ''a word, his fervants were driven do\va 
flairs. The duke of Lenox and the earl of 
■ . -, - ; ■ Mar 
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Mar had hbw* forced their way into ilie tlifnr A.t).i6oo.' ' 
pike by H^hith James had liiotintedi' and^fourii^ 
him upon his khccs thanking God for his de?* 
liverancc. The townfmen of Perth had, by 
this time, taken the alarm ; and upon hear-* 
ing that their provoft, the earl of GowtyJ wis- 
killed, furrounded the houfe. James ordered^ 
them to be admitted, fhewed them the dead' 
bodies of » the earl and his brother, and in- 
formed them bbth-of his danger and deliver-"' 
ancc. To the to he committed the cuftody of 
the bodies : but before he left the town, he 
" caufed tb fearch the faid earl of Gowry^'s^ 
pockets, in cafe any letters that might farther 
the difcovery of that confpiracy might be' 
found'* therein. But nothing was found in^^ 
them but a little clofe parchment bag, full of 
migical characters, and words of inchantmqnt^ 
wherein it feemed that he had put his confi- 
dence, thinking himfelf never fafe without 
them, and therefore ever carried them about 
with him ; being alfo obferved, that, while 
they were upon him, his wound,, whereof he 
. died, bled not; but incontinent, after taking 
them away, the blood guftied out in great 
abundance, to the great admiration of all the 
beholders: an infiimy which hath followed 
and fpotted the race of this houfe for many 
defccnts, as is notorioufly known in the whole 
CoAAtry/' * 

B b 2 Thus 



k 



A. a .6^ gCj^uCi ' Jhayc giv^a ' ""^e^ fubft'ance, and irf 
fnthflT ^^"^y paffages the wbrds^ of thb' fafiious dU> 
^i^afy* coQiiir pubUih4<i1>]r^ Jamee concerning this ccle- 
bj:4l^(jd'cotifpjiracy. The reader-may e^Gly per*- 
ceii^ by its iaternal evidences, that it is full 
of |j|^i)ur(fitieB and incoaiiO^ncie^ ; and they are 
fbiipjilpable, that I"(hall omit all animadver- 
iioDS on that head. Strong external evidences 
likpwife concur to deftroy the credit of the 
kiAg's narrative, -Archbifliop Spotfwopd fays, 
that di^ring; Cowry's combat with the king's 
attendants^ which was, it feemSj^ in achamber, 
into which the dofet opened, one of the com* 
pany cried out, ** You have killed the king 
dfir ihafter, and will you alfo take our lives ?^' 
Qowr/y , hearing this, gave over the combat; 
and dt*Opping the two points of his fwords, 
'v%s run thi;ough the heart. In the notes ^, 



*♦ Apud Falkland, 9th of Augull 1600. 

^iH'prefence of the lord -chancellor, lord-treaftirer, lord-fecre- 
^' • ^tary; lord-comptroller, lord advocate, tfoe lord Inchef- 

ray, flind Sh* George Home/ of Spot, Jknight, 
^ fiiti^ Wfeimys of Bogy, of the age of twenty-fix years, or 
tb^eby/^'miirn»and examined upon the form ^nd mann^ of be- 
Irnvftiii^^Sf Mate John earl of Gowry, the time of hjs being with 
Jiltt? at Strabran, 'Or if be had heard the faid carl make any mo- 
tJ6h of the treafon intended: againft hi$ royal raajefly, depone3, 
niirf he neither heard, nor faw, any appearance of any fuch in- 
tfcntiori irf^the fjlid'eart. 

' Demanded^ .if he was in any purpofe wirt) the f^id earl againft 
any'tfiatt^rs cj^'CUPiofity : depones, that at' their being in Stra- 
bran, fonilt of -thtir company found an adder, which being 
*)(^ill6'd^^'^nd^lt<i(^t<4edge therec^ comiag.fo^ t^e earl,' tbe earl faid 
%trtHis tJe^bner, 'Bogy, -if the adder had iXQt,bcen (lain, ye (hould 
liaVe ftiit a^g6dd fpbrt J for I. flipuld have caufed her to ftand 
ilill, and flie (liould have notprefled away, by pronouricuig bf an 

Hebrew 
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thcf xe^^ wai fiocl the dcpofitions which were A,D.i6b<i;> 
uken copccrpixjg the ^confpil^cyi' after' ^^tffe " '' 

Hebrew word, which in ScottiOi h callei •' holincf$V'M>ilftl1»^'5 
Hebrew word the deponer remembers not of: V}^ that the cju;! 
(aid he had put the fame in practice oft before. And this acfio-^ " 
ner inquiring of the earl where he got the Hebrew word^ thr^arl i 
smfwered^ in a cabbaM of the Jews» and that it m9B b^ tr»di*> 
tioii > and the deponer inquiring what a cabbaliil meaned, Ae^ 
carl anfwered, it was forae words which the jews had bjr^tradi- ; 
tion, which words were fpoken by God to Adam in Paradife, and . 
therefore were pf greater efficacy and force than any words 
wlycb vere excogitate fince by prophets and apoftles. The'^c*- 
p<Jner inquiring if there were no more requifite but the wqrd x vf 
the earl anfwered, that a firm ^th in God was requifite an^ ne«. 
cei{ary j and that this was no matter of marvel among' fcholars» ^ 
but that all thefe things were natural. And that the esiditewed 
to this depoiieri that he had fpoken with a raaa in Italy j aad 
firft hearing by report that he was a necromancer, and thereaf-^ 
ter being informed that he was a very learned man, and a deefif 
tbeologue, he entered in further dealing with him againft the cx|r. 
riofity of nature* 

Dq>ones further, that the faid earl reported to him, tfiat he 
bang at mufic, he fell in company with another man, who> 
ftaring in the earl's face, fpake to the reft of the company things 
of him, which he could never attain unto, nor be worthy '^V 
and therefore that the earl reproached him, and defired him to 
forbear thefe fpeeches. And that he met again with the. faid 
man in a like company, who did begin with the fame langu^ige 
which he had fpoken before : and that the earl faid to him. My 
friend, in cafe you will not hold your peace from fpeaking lies 
of me, I will make you hold your peace by fpeaking tn^hr of 
you s and faid unto him, within fuch a fpace he fhouhjbe h^inged 
for fuch a crime ; and fo it came to pafs. This d^ponier in- 
quiring of the earl who told him that, he anfwered meniiy^ 
th^t^ he fpdke it by guefs, and it fell out fo. And that the eaii 
faid further, that it was nothing to make an herb flefh>. wh^dt 
would diffolve in fiies ; and that likewife it was poiGblen rthat the 
fe^ of man and woman might be brought to perfei^ton other*- 
^^ife than by the matrix of a woman : and that this 4fpQ&^ 
;counfelled the earl to beware with whom he did communicate, 
^'fuch fpeeches: who anfwered, that he would. fpfaic.thc/Bi to 
^uoae, but to great fcholars ; and that he wouki notba^ fpdkep 
^ty^ffi to ihU deponer, if he had not known ton.to be a fatiroMfei^ 
■ .- ., -of 
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A.D,i66o. king*s return to Filkland. From them it ap^ 
pear^, that uecyoni^ncy was the capital charge: 

of him, and a friend of his houfc, and would not reveal the 
lanae^a^in, feeing he knew they would be evil interpreted 
aRtongft the cdimndh fort, 
t . . . • ' Sic fubfcribitur J. Weimys of Bogie. 

?' Aj^ud F^kland, 20th Auguft 1600. 

.In^'jpf€fence of the lord -chancellor, treafurer-advocate,- Sir 
George Home of Spot, Sir Robert Melvil, and Sir James 
Melvil, knights, 
Mziltr William Hynd, fwom and examined, and demanded 
where he firft did fee the chara£^crs which were found upon my' 
lord; depones, that he having remained 'a fpace in Veni^ce, ait 
his^ returning to Padua, did find in my lord's pocket the cliara6lers . 
which weile found upon him at his death t and the depoher en- 
quiring of my lord where he had gotten them, my" lord an- 
fwered. That by chance be had copied them himfelf : and that 
the dcponcr knows that thecharafters irt Latin are my lord's 
own hand-writing 5 but he knows not if the Hebrew charaflers 
were written by my lord. Depones further, that when my lord 
would change his clothes, the deponer would take the charac- 
tcrs-bufi of my lord's pocket, and would fay to ray lord, Where- 
fom. fervcs thefe ? and my lord would anfwcr. Can ye not let 
them be ? they do 5'^ou no evil. And further the deponent de- 
clar eaj that fometimes my lord would forget them, until he were 
out of his chamber, and would turn back, as he were in an an- 
ger, until he had found them, and put them in his own pockety 
Depones further, that he was fundry tinries purpofed to have 
burntthe characters, were it not that he feared niy lord's wrath 
and anger, feeing, when the deponer wotld purpofely leave 
themibmctiHii^s out of ray lord^s pocket, my lord would be in 
fucbaxi an^er' with the deponer, that for a certain fpace he would 
not fjpeak with him, nor could not find his good countenance/ 
And'th^lt (to this depoher's- opinion) my lord would never be 
cotttent to want the chara6lers off himfelf, from the firft time that 
the^dcpoik^ faw them in Padua, to the hour of my lord's death. 
Beiflg^feihdhdcd for what caufe my lord kept the charafters fo 
well, depones^ that, to his opinion, it was for no good, becauiiS' 
he hcira,.that, in thofe parts, where my lor4 w^s, they would 
give fundry'foikis briefs. 

Dcpdii^ ftirther, that mafter Patrick, Galloway let this depo- 
ner f^e th^ characters, fince that he came to this tov^rn of Falk- 
land; ^d'^ktfre knows therh'td be the very ftroe character^' 

which 



OF SCOTLAND. 375 

mgftinft Gowry ; but what Is more to; niy jmr- a, d. 1600. 
pofe^is, that the evidence of Henderfoh, who^ 

■ • * * . 

viich -my lord had. IJepones ,alfo, that,: on Monday the fourth. : 
of Auguft, the mailer, Andrew Henderfon, and the deponer,ii»Ri 
mained in my lord's, chamber till about ten hours at even, and 
after a long conference betwixt the lord and the mafbef, my lord 
called for Andrew Henderfon» and after fome fpeeches withiiim, 
dififiifled them. . 

j&enies that he knew of the mailer's or Andrew Henderfon's 
rising to Falkland j and after Andi*ew's return from Falkla£yA 
upbh the morrow,' howbcit he did fee him booted, yet hejcncw - 
nol'lhat be was come fix)m. Falkland. -.: - ,b'c.[ 

t^epOtH, that my lord being at dinner when the maftcrcamerJ 
in, the deponcr heard my lord fay to the mailer, Is the king •■•''' 
in'fihe inch ? And with that he did rife, and faid, Let us go. : 
Bat the deponer knows not what the matter faid to my lord. * 

Being demanded if he did fee any kind of armour or wea- 
poiis, except fwords, in the king's company, depones that he ' 
did fee none. . . ,-,^» 

It feeiiig demanded how the deponer was fatisfied with 'my ' 
lord's anfwer made to him, concerning the king's coming to, St, 
Johnlloun, laying that he knew not how he came: declares that 
he tnought ray lord dilTembled with him, and that he behoved- 
to have known it, feeing his brother was come with his majefty- 
befoie that he demanded of him, and that he had conferred ^ 
Ivith my lord privily. l , 

Depones, that he knew not that the mailer was ridden to Fallc- 
larid, until afterhisrnajefty's coming to St. Johnlloun, that Andrew "♦ 
Ruth veh told hini ; becaufe the deponer enquired of Andrew > 
Ruthven where the mailer and he had been; and that*Androw- ^ 
anrtl^ered fliey had be«i in Falkland : and, that the m^«*. havi ^^ 
ing^ipoken with the king, his majelly came forward wi^ ftbei5prs»'>n 
and^irthis conference betwixt the deponer and Andrew^vutltK^A 
ven'Svas in the yard, when my lord was there. And Andronnv ' 
Rut*h^cn fhewed to tlie deponer, that Andrew Henderfon w^^.J 
direA'^d by'^ihe mailer to Ihew my lord that his ma}«|;y>wasi 
coming-. ' • . ■ -> * ' *; . 

. Ddpohes alfo,'that, in his opinion, the mailer could ftyt .^i^^Ci ^ 
drawii the king to my lord's houfe, without my lordfs.know* . 
ledge : and that, when he heard the tumult, he was i:e^lxi24>/iM.» 
his heart tlie'roafter had done. his majefty wrong; ; ^nc^^tj^^ <^9 ^.3 . 
true chrifti'arf'carti think otherwife", but that it was an higbjjjea^, ,: 
fon; attem^ed^igainft his h/ghnefs by the mailer and the lord. 

Depones 
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A.P. i«<H». wu the third maa in the clcfety direftlj; con- 
tradidU the king's nsirrative in fevexal n:uitcriai 

, X>cponcs aUb, tlut, to his ojiuttott, the kmg*& wholt CQ]x^«»y 

w«0 witliia a dozen of meW. 
y ' Sic fttbferibitur M. W. Ajp^ 

^' ApoA Falkland, xotb'Auguil, 160^. J^ ... 

***; Jji'jtrdciice of thf lords chancellof,^ triif^r«> a^vo^^ 
€oiyiptr(dler» SirGfeorgc Home of Spot, and Sir I^^e^^l- 



'ber t depones, that the eari inqiureel of ^im what he would be 
ddng u|>on the morn? and he anfwered, jdiait he fo^ to ride to 
'Enthveil : the earl faid to him, Yoi inuft ride to Falkland with 
'imdbr Alexander my brother, and when hf dircA». ^^ back, 
^|ce that ye return with alldiligence, ifheifend ak^cr or any 
•other advertifenient with you. 

^* ' Depones, that the malter direfted him to fend fer Andicw 
Buthven to b* in readineis to lide with them to-morrow at four 
•fcctos in the morning. ' , ' 

Declares, that they coming to Falkland about feven hours in 
Ilia morning, the mafter ftayed in a lodging befide the p^dace, 
land diredied the deponer to fee what the king was doing ; and 
.-the deponer finding his majefty in the ii<ji^ coming forth, ^ 
pailed back, and told the maftcr, who immediately addreflfed 
hxmielf to his highnefs, and fpake with his majefty a good fpace 
beneath the equerry : and, after his majefty was on horieback, 
tiw mafter cometh to the deponer, and commands him to fetch 
fheir hories, and bade him hafte him, as he loved my lord's h<|> 
liour and his, and advertife my lord, that his majefty and. he 
wouM be tfilere incontinent, and that his majeft/ would ^e 
i^niec : and the deponer enquiring of the maftef, If he fhotild 
ga yreiently, he did bid him leap oii ami follow him, and not 
to gaaway until he fpake with the king : and the mailer hav- 
ing fpoken with the kwlg at the breach of the park-wall, *e 
tiurned back, and bade the deponer rtSte away ; and the dl- 
ymer aMjdng his return in all polRble faafte to Scdnt jShMkovm^ 
)m kmmAmy toord in his chamber about tvh hours, whO'left^the 
oampaMjr ^e Wffs peaking with, and cametx> the deponer, and 
aflLtfd, Uaith my brother lent a Utter %§th you > The* d^ 
j iiM eiS ^tMSmni^, Vo : but they will be all tere incontinent, 
aiiirt (i t <B»depwwr defireiny lord to cauie prepare to <lbnner. 
teiMI|P^ thereafter, my lord took the di^jponer to the cabinet, 
^ ' .f' - >- > / ■ -r- and 
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drcamftances. It is hard to account how' tfiiis A.D.tf^ 
could happen, unlefs wcvfuppofe that fome qf 



<' 



and afked at him, How his majefty|ook with the mailer, bis br9« 

ther? The deponer anfweredi^ Very well, and that his mz)i&f 

laid bis hand over the mafter's fhouldei*. There^t^ foyjori 

enquired, if there were many at hunting with the King ? Tb^ 

deponer anfvered, tfisu he took no heed,, but tbey wbo were ac* 

cdftomed to ride with his majefty, and Ibm^ . BngliflAnen Witii 

there 3 and that my lord inquired what ipecxal men were witk 

hi| majefty } and tl^t theaepouer anfwered, h^ did lee ooqabut 

niy.lord d\ilce. And within an hour thereafter^ when the dfjip* 

4^ came^in fromliis own houfe, the earl bade him put on bit 

"zecret and plait (leeves, for he had an Hyland-ma^ to take ; 

which the deponer 'Aid incontinent: and about twelve hours, 

when the deponer was going out to his own houfe to his diAner^ 

the ftewarii. came to him and told him, that George Cragingelt 

was not well, and was laid down $ defired him to tarry and take 

^ my lord's dinnef,: and about half an hour after twelvQ^^mf 

lpr4 conimanded him to take up the firft fervice. And when tbie 

deponer was commanded to take up the fecond fervice« thei44^* 

ter an.d.WjlIiam Claire came into the hall to my lord.. > ^ * 

. Tbe degpner remembereth himfelf, that Andrew Ruthven 

came before the mafter a certain fpace, and fpake with my lord 

quietly at the. table, but heard not the particular purpofe that 

was amongiithem. And as foon as the matter came to the ball, 

my lord and the whole company rofe from the table : and the 

deponcf hearing the , noife of their forthgoing, fuppofed they 

were going to make breakes for Maconilduy i and the deponer 

icnt his boy for his gauntlet and fteel-bonnet j and feeing mjr 

lord pafs.to the Inibe, and not to the (hoe-gate, the deponer did 

cuft the gauntlet in the pantry, and caufed his boy to take bk 

fteel-bonnet to his own houfe : and he followed my lord to the 

Inihc, and returned back with his majefty tp the lodging, bein|^ 

direfted to get drink. And the mafter came to the deponer, 

and did bidbim caufe mafter William R/'nd tq^nd him up tbe 

key of thcL^aWery-chMnber 5 who paflcd up and delivered tW 

key, tp the mafter : and immediately my I(^d. followed up Mid 

did ^ak with the mafter, and came down i^9f||B, aa4jdiMded 

mafter Thomas Cranftone to the deponer, ;^.:cO!me t^ jiii ]oni- 

ikip in his majefty> chamber. And that ji^^^fefii dueled bin to 

go up to the gallery to.his brother j aiid iiQm«diatejLyjqK)jyM^. 

followed up, and commanded the depoaer tii^ide '^NiliHHkJ^ 

brother, and to d^«D^.tbing that he bade Jiim i ^Mi^ShF ^^ 

Vol. VIII. C c c ^^Kured 
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4iL«to.'«iieb. Atf j^^ges fead ^(MtimB^icated copies ^f Hen- 
&^t<ft>n^ klformatioa to thofe who bclaeved tiie 



•fwiTd at the mfeifitr. What have ye to do, Kir ? TPhe'inrffterftn- 
weijBfl, ¥e muft go in^here, and tarry until I comfc back j «for I 
^ill t^Ke the key ^ith me. So he locked the deponer tn the 
fcnmd within the chamber, and took the'^cey with 'him. Shortly 
rkereafter *the m&fter returned, and the kinj^s majc%^^ifh hrm 
W>f!ie Taid cabinet in the round ; ahd tSie m^er opening the 
^or, ehtered with the king into *he faid round ; and, at his 
vepy entry, covering his head, pulled out the deponflitt's dagger^ 
smd l>ekl the feme to his majefty's breaft, 'faying, Hcmembei-ye 
of my father's murther ? ye (hall now die for it: and wiuiting 
tto liis highnefs^s heart with the dagger, the flefponer tfcvew tht 
lemie out of the mafter^s hand : and 'fwore, that ais Ood fhall 
j«c^':e 1^9 foul, if the mafter had ret^nedthe dagger in his hand 
the fpacc^at a man may go fix fteps, he -would havc'ftrickOTi the 
king to the . hilts with it : but wanting the dagger, -and the 
k>ing>s majefliy giving him a gentle anfwer, lie laid to the king^s 
liaajefty, wifh abominable oaths, ^at, if he would keep filence, 
nothing -thould ail /him, if lie wouFd make fuch pronwfe to his 
brother, as they^would crave of him : and the king*s majefty in- 
quiring what promife they would crave 5 he aailwered, that he 
-would bring his brother. So he goes forth, and IjDcks the door 
<if the round upon his majefty and the depomsr ; having iirft 
tak^en ocrth of the king, that he fhould not cry, noi* open the 
. \#}ndow. 

/And^his majefty inquiring of the deponer what he was ? he 
al^^red, A fei*vailt of my lord's. And his majefty aflcing of the 
dtpoirer, if my load would do any evil to him ? The deponer an- 
£i9eteQ, ^As God fhall judge my foUl, I fhall die firft. And the 
dWjp«o«er pre?ring-to have opened the window, 'the mafter entered 
ahd'fttid, 'Sir, there is no remedy: 'By God, ytm muft die : and 
h*ving a'loqfe garter in his hand, preffed to have abound his raa- 
JA^'-s Viands, and the deponer pulled the-garter out of mafter 
Atleita*itier his band, i^nd tlhen the mafter did put one of his 
Jran8s4n his majefty 's mouth, to have fta)^ him to fpeak, and 
htHd lii« other arm -about^his highnefs's *hedk : and that this de- 
power ptilkd tl^e mafter^ hand from -his highneft's mouth, and 
OQ^ed the 'w4ndow ; and then his <ma}efty cried out thereat; 
i;fhereupon his highnefs-s •ieFvant« came in at the -gate, and this 
deponer did run findopen the door'Dff tHe turnpike iiead, where- 
at 6ir 'John ^Ramiay'entered : and the deptaner :ftoDd in :t&ie.cha];n- 
ber until "be did fee'-J^bn^Ranifay^isicei^vnAfteraftrake.; and. 
- ;^ • . - , tbereafitr 
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con%iKa€y, and who pobliflmed them befoye the '^"P- ^^.* 
narrative q£ James was printed off. He feenons 
toha^Q becafenfible of fbmewhat of this Kii^dt; 
fair he iaya at the clofe of his narra,tiv^ '^ M 
th(s ceadeur fiiaUl fij)d any thing, differing frpi|i 

thereafter privily conveyed himfelf down the turnpike to RFs 
own houi^t and th» d«pener's veife enquiring of him^what tJifs 
£»y meaned ? the de^joner anfwered, that the kingfs. majeft^ 
would h^ve been twic^ fliclced« had not he relieved hliii. 

Fiu^h€ry t^e (aid Andrew I^enderfon depones, that af^F hti» 
retumiiigfromiFailMandloathe fifth of tl>isinftant» mailer Jbha 
Moocrief enquiring o£ him where he had, been ? fie anfwered;; 
that he hacF been beyond* the bridge of Erne ; and {ay», that he 
gBpft liiavb anfwerto nwiJ«r John^ bcc^ure my lord coqamanti^d 
him, to let no man l^io.w that he was. to ride, to Falkland : and 
tiratmy^lord^s dire^ion*to him, was to come back with his bro- 
ther ntafer Alexander's anilMtr> and to l^ave Riithven tA await 
upon thft maftei:. 

Flirthci-^ the faid Andrew Henderfon depones, that, when he 
bad takm tiit raafteF-»lKmd out of the' king's majefty's mouth* 
and vaas. 0(>enin^ tho^ whi4<9w, mailer Alexander f^id. to him^ 
Wilt thou not help ? Woe. betjide thee, thou wilt make us aU 
dia. > 

Sip. fubfcribitur, Andnew Hgnderibn, 

With my hand. 

' Mafbciii WiiUiaii^ %n4 fvt^va and re-examijnediiy if ever h& Ha4 
heard the eaii of Gowrie utter his opinion anent the duty of a 
wife man in the execution of an high- enterprize ; declares, thati 
bflkii^ ^qKr Qf . tb^. coMnKsy^ fec^ had divcrs: tim<^ heard him reafo^ 
in that matter,, and t^at -he was ever of that opinion, that he 
was aot a wife man, that having intended the ckecution of an 
]»§]»: an^ d|i«)gQnQUsi purjsRie;, ccmnpi.mitQatfi tlie fam^ tqa&|]$bu^ 
himfelf j^ bjecauf^ keftpin^ it to himfelf, it coul4 not be difco* 
\€ftdi nor difappointed : whith the deponer dfecl^red' before un- 
sequiMdir to tha aom$)tiollBiv ^d mafter WilQani. Co.wp$r min 
mfer9it;P«th.« aja4hw'JAg.the<}ep.QfinonsQf AndroMT Hen'der-r 
Ion read^ and being enquired upon his conscience, what' he 
thoMght of the &61 that was cohimatted agalhii:,hi&m^jGby ? db^ 
cl3a:es». that upAUi his, i^v^tionp. that he belieK^, Andrew Hend^^ 
fon has c(eclai:ed t^e ci(^cun\Jlances truly. / 

. .. $c Aibfcribitav, M. W;' K^ktiO. 

C c c 2 ^ • • ' his» 
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A«D.i6oQ. his narration, either in fubftance or circum-* 
dance, he may underftand the faniettr be ut» 
jt^rf d by- the deponer in hig own be^of, for 
obtaining of hifi majefty^s princely grace and 
Diffef«ncei , favour.'*' J canno^, however, fee any thing in 
narr ive of |i[9fe dfl^olitioDs, excepting the ridiculous fuf- 
iM)4janies, piciOHS OX necromanqy:, that are the lealt cal» 
culated for that purpofe, uiilefs we fuppofe that 
the flat contradictions of Henderfon to his ma- 
jefty^Sr.evidence waS' intended to gain his grace 
ftq4;fav<?ur, But, though J le^ve thi» fubject 
in* a very indetermined ftate, yet I fliall be 
ojbliged to refume it in a few years hence, when 
t(hir i^€(94€r can little fufpeci: any fuch revival; 
Jrfijhail pnly obferve, that there is a material 
(Ejiffi?re«K:^ between Spotfwood's .narrative and 
tbafecPf.the king ; for the former fays, that the 
t2{X\ Jy^felf intercepted the fellow with the 
gold^ apKl fe^tihis brother to the king with the 
information i ', Upon the whole, I am inclined 
to'ieJieve, that if there was a confpiracy,lthe 
<jueea.,kpew of it ; but more prebably there 
iiffm noite intended to be 6xecuted:;at that time; 
IU2d that the tragedies which followed pro- 
^nfidml £rdm' the diftempered brain of young 
Itethi^entf for I can fte no ground for charg- 
lajf ct^e^brothier, «who took no advantage pf 
th^LV^ft fuperioiqty pf force he had in his 
hQijfe9.aiid.iXiho,atl»e ononient he heard that the 
■'• feiPg.iWaa dead,. dropt this arms^ and fufferbd 
bina^elf \^ be .?»» thropigh the body by i^s 
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' James was at infioitc pahi^ 'to ftdpH^k^ the a. 0. i6<!o. 
belief <jf> this confpirai&y, aftd nto ihagbify^lfhe quarrdt 
dang^ be had.efcaped. The bodies bPGbWfH^ ciirgy.*' 
find his brother were treated as thofcctf traltbi-S; 
The earl of Montrofe lord-chancellok-, f h% Icif d^ 
treafurer Elphinfton, fecretary Elphin^oni-thd 
cbmptroller, i Sir David Murray, and other no- 
blemen «and gentlemen^ who were at « Edin- 
burgh, with Mr. David Lindfay, the' court 
chaplain, repaired, to the Crofs there, where, 
by the 6|4er of James, Lindfay recapitulated 
all the circumftances of the confpiracy. The 
clergy of the town were ordered to convene 
their parilhioners, and to give God thanks foi 
his majefty's deliverance. They treated this 
injunction with great contempt, and pofitiv^ely 
refufed to^' comply, becaufe they were ighof^fil 
of the facts. The king himfelf interpofiKH and 
came to Edinburgh, where fermons "w^ere 
preachitd, and thankfgivings offered by his owa 
^aplains for his deliverance; and he himfelt^ 
after expatiating upon his wonderful prefervar 
tion, founded and endowed poor-houfes, and 
ordered fignal rewards to the^ fervahts who had 
fy, bravely defended him. Notwithfianding 
this, the Edinburgh clergy continued ftilLn^^ 
iraftQry,. and refuled to ^ celebrate the puUic 
thankfgiving, which was appointed through-^ 
oat the kingdom^ upon which, thcy^* were ba- 
niihed' the : capital, and inhibited, under/i no 
h& penalty than that of death, to preach 
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a»p.*6qo. ^itbin his majefly's doiaimens, ¥ivc of the 
moft moderate retraciied, a|id wese veeeived 
i&to favotir, on their pfo«BifiBg to preadiup 
the truth of the con^aey. BriKe^ the pce»:b- 
j^y, with maBly reibjiutiofi^ d^daared, that he 
Mf^uld reverence .hi« majefty^a reports of that 
accideiitty but he could nroi hj that he was 
perfiiadcd of its tptith ; and for thib he wa»s bo- 
iii&ed to France; 
He'aboiiflies v Whcu. all circunaftances of this junftnre are 
Ruthvw/^ confidcrcd^- James, feems to haiw revGrfed his 
former condition. Frorft being one of the 
moft limited and impotent princes that ever fiH- 
cdi z throne, he was now matter net oiiTy of 
tte pnrfes, but of the aSeftions of his inbje^s. 
I find no public aft of difapprobation expreffed 
for the ntoft defenfible of aH his elergy^s a<Ss, 
til»t of dfifbeKcTing the reality of the confpiracy ; 
and in a parliament which met in November, 
the king^s reports of his danger and deliver* 
mnce were rercrenccd as oracles. A feritence of 
flDrleiture was pronounced againft Gowry and 
his brother ; and the members were fo ridicu- 
loufly complaifent to James, as toftrifce the 
word Rtrthven out of the Mft of Scotch fur- 
iraines, nnlefs the perfons fa called were parti- 
cularly indulged by James in retaining the 
name of their forefathers. An annual thanfcf- 
giving and holiday was appointed to be cele- 
Ifirated every fucceeding fifth of Augufl:, the day 
of his tinajcfty's deliverance. An aft paffed for 

the 
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wais confinned bf the ieemiog abolition q£ aU 
forties among tSie fiobkmen. Before this pail> Birth of 
•itament refe, tlie qtftecn was delivered atDumf- cLries. 
ferfnUog of a. ion, a&erwards the ualiappy king 
Cfaftrles. -He was <Qn the day -of his chrifteAti% 
created loftd of . Ardaaanaoc, earl of Rois^ maa> 
quis of O^aa^mdy and duke of Albany. Six 
days after, ia J^OAOur of the occaiion, the lord 
livingiton was created earl of Linlithgow^ die 
lord Setbn earl of Winton, and the lord Cei^ 
ford earl of Roxburgh, and many gentleiaca 
were uudc knights at the £111^ time. 

In the beginnii^g of the year i6oij the pre* i^u 
r^gative of James was fo high, that by v^irtu^ 
of his proclamation alone, be in&pofed for ^is 
own nfe, twelve pennies Scots {one penny Eajg;*^ 
liih) upon every pint of wine that was feldin a 
tavern ; and the tax was confirmed by a parlm- 
ment which inet on the twelfth -day of iPe- 
hruary* 

While James was exulting in his deliveniaice 
from, perhafus, an imaginary danger, Elisabeth 
was attacked by a real confpiracy, through die 
madnefe and ambition of her favourite thdeaii 
of Effex. The particulars of that nobletoank Affairtof 
treafba, and the manner of his <ieath, are 'WtOi 
known to all who are con verfaa t in hiftory ; aad 
the account of it belongs properly to that^-oC 
England. The correlpondence of EflTex with 
James (though^ as we have adixady feen^ it Hot^ 
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iui>. xM. deredupon trea{bti)fonBed no partof his indidf' 
ifient ; and no • fooner was^ he executed^ than 
the Scotch ]xirlianiciBt^0t>ted a fum of money to 
lames for t^o embafladoif, the earl of Mar 
and the abbot of Kiniofs, to beient to Elizabeth, 
:with his compliments of congratulation upon 
her deliverance. They were charged by James 
with the fbllowing letter to that princefs. . 

•* Right high, right excellent, and right 
mighty princefs, onr deareft fifter and coufin, 
in our heartieft manner, we commend us to 
you. 

** Our eameft affedrion carefully to continue 
that perfeft amity wherein the chief welfare of 
both our eftates confifteth, hath C3tifed us to 
forefee what hindrance to the increafe thereof 
hath been hatched and foftered by unfit ii^ftni- 
ments, employed by either of us in the treating 
c^cmr affairs. 

' €c for remedy whereof, we have made choice 
to fend unto you for embailadors, our trufty 
coufin and counfellor the earl of Mar, a noble- 
man found and zealous in religion, and of 
known affection to the maintenance of the 
happy amity betwixt our crowns, and with him 
the abbot of Kinlofs, one of our privy-council, 
whofe good difpofitipn to the confervation of 
the srfbrefaid amity is not unknown to ybur- 
fclf ; that by their miniftry and negotiation, 
fbch good grounds may be laid down, as may 
hereafter fo ftrengthen and corroborate the en- 
tire 
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tire and. n^oftr^nod tc^4ie|wiiKt- ms a3:bofijr ^J^*»^«« 
fpiidts^cniuaks toihejrepofei[)f both ouc^eftfttei^ 
m>7r)uiye ilo cre4»t to ftuke^n any point> - y ^ 

•f** Tims, «cp«ftiag.7J5rftr kiad. acceptttioo of 
tbem with aiediya .&tch matters as they coma 
from usv^ even as ourfeives, right high, right 
ej»;rlleiH$ aa^ right mighty princefs, our dear*-* 
eft lifter and coufin, we bid you right heartily/ 
fjfj^relL At Holyrood-houfe the * eighteenth 
dii|[{c^ February, one. thoufand fix hund^d^ 
aod xve. Your loring and affectionate brother ' 
and couiin, James R.** 

j^Though, as the reader may obferve, the tenor intrigiies o£ 
of this letter ii general, yet many particular in** cattour" 
ftni^bds ivere^ven to the embaffadors.^ They' 
were to make a^ ft rift enquiry into the affair €«f* 
Thomas,'^ which I have already mentionadk 
They were to coaiplain of the carrying offibjFt 
force, two Englifh gentlemen, of whom Jamelti 
was fond ; and to renew the demand of thai Le- 
nox eftate^ with a view of his obtamin^ 
a feat in the-houfe of peers in England* 'Eih^.i 
beth evaded giving any fatisfaftion to thofe i^^r 
quefts;..but gave James, in lieu of the Tli*w«w 
eftatft, an addition of two thoufand p^pads: a* 
year to his precarious penfion^ on the exprQj($^^ 
condition *that he fhould. turn a deaf ear tf^jjtt- 
propofals from Spain. - TiiQ. conjucrftibAf h^ff;^ 
tween James and Elizabeth gave fuch umbrag^r^ 

to the Roman ca^olic8% that pope Clement tboT: 

It _ 

eighth iffued out-two bdefs, the on%^4(wpfl«^f 
. V©t. VIII. D d d to 
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A. t). 1601. to the popifh clergy, and the other to the peo* 
pic of England, commanding them, after Eli- 
zabeth's death, to admit no pcrfon, whatever 
his right of blodd might be, to her throne, un- 
lefs he fliould folemnly engage himfelf not only 
to tolei-ate, but to eftablifli, the Roman catholic 
religion, Thofe briefs were commilnicated oii- * 
ly to a few, as the receiving of them would 
have been deemed high treafon. The fecret 
ilianner ci^ diftributing them added to their ma- 
ligiiity; and it is thought, with great juftice, 
they bound thofe chofen fev^ in fuch fetters of 
religious zeal, that they afterwards produced 
the execrable plot of the gunpowder treafon. 

While the Scotch embafiadors were refiding 
at the Engliih court, (where they ftrengthened 
their mafter's intereft fo much, that they affured 
him his fucceflion could not be fet afide) family 
broils broke out between the Maxwells and the 
Johnftons upon the borders ; fo that James was 
obliged to repair to Dumfries, where finding 
that the Maxwells were the aggreffors, he bound 
then! to their good behaviour. The duke of 
Lenox, this year, was fent on a moft fplendid 
. embaffy to the court of France, on pretence of 
jHcnewitig the ancient league between the two 
kingdoms ; t)Ut in reality to feel the difpofition 
of Henry the fourth,- with regard to the fuccef- 
fion of Janies to the crown of England. Hen- 
ry's fentimerits were fo ambiguous, and he threw 
6ut fuch hints in his unguarded moments^ that 
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James very wifely ordered Lenox to take leave a. d. i6oi< 
of the French court, and to repair to England, 
where he arrived in November. The parlia- 
ment was then fitting at Weftminfter; and it 
was generally believed that Lenox's bufinefs 
was to pufh the affair of his maftex's fucceflion* 
That was far from being the cafe. The great 
9ge and infirmities of Elizabeth had relaxed her 
vigorous and deep fchemes of policy ; and fhe 
was now acceflible to the feelings of humanity 
and friendfi[iip. Lenox declared, that he had 
no other bufinefs in England than to aflure her 
of his mafl:er's conftant and inviolable affedion 
to her perfon ; and that he was ready to give 
her all the afliftance in his power to fubdue her 
Irifli rebels. The queen regarded thofe profef- 
fions as finccre marks of James's friendfhip* 
She therefore thanked Lenox; and told him, that 
if the troubles of Ireland fbould continue, flie 
would accept of his offer. She was, however, 
under no neceflity ; for her deputy, lord Mont- 
joy, fortunately, as it afterwards happened, for 
James bimfelf, effectually reduced the Irifh re- 
bels. 

I now approach the period that is to clofe the Pr«>ica of 
hiftory of Scotland as a feparate kingdom. The cw^uing' 
natural good fcnfe, the experience, and the dif- ««/ *" ' 
Acuities which James had fur^nounte^dj had 
given him a true infight of his reaj intereft ; fo 
that he may be confidered to have been as well 
qualified as any of his anceftors in the art of 
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A,D.x(oi« goTcrning his people, at the time when, un^ 
happily for him, as well as them, they loft him. 
He had long beheld with regret the barbarity 
of his weft em iflanders ; and he inftituted a 
company of gentlemen adventurers, to whom 
be gave large privileges for reforming them^ 
The method he propofed was to ttanfport num* 
bers of them to his lew countries of Scotland, 
and to give their iflands, which were very im- 
jfMroveable, in fee to his low'-land fubjefts who 
&ould chufe to reiide in the iflands. The ex- 
- i^riment was to be made upon the Lewes, a 
long range of the Ebudae, from whence the 
adventurers expelled Murdoch Mac Leod, the 
tyrant of the inhabitants. Mac Leod, however, 
lUspt the fea^ and intercepting a fliip which 
'Carried .one of thd chief adventurers, he ferit 
jiini prifoner to Orkney, after putting the crew 
itothpiword. Mac Leod was foon after betrayed 
fty^his own brother, and hanged at St. Andrews. 
.The hiftory of the new undertaking is fome-^ 
what dark, and I believe, that the fettlers 
tSemfelves were defcftive in the arts of civi- 
lisation. The arrangements they made were 
ccfttfidered by the inhabitants as being oppref- 
five, and one Norman, of the Mac Leod. family, 
«tt:a?cked and fubdued them fo effeftually, that 
iitey not only confented to yield the property 
Df' the iflands to him, but engtged to obtain 
tiftking^s pardon (ot what he had done* 
^ '.'This year the ^een was bjpught to bed of 
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her third fon, who was chriftened, on the fecOiid a.d, ifci* 
day of May, Robert; his father creating him 
the &me day lord of Annandale, earl of Gar* 
rick, marquis of Wigton, and duke of Kintyreu 
He died at Dumfermling the twenty-ieventh 
day of the fame months Janies, about this tioHv 
enjoyed more tranquillity thad ever he had 
known in his life4 He met with no oppofitioil 
from his clergy ; and his people gave credit to 
his folemn proteftations, that he would do jui^ 
tice to all his fubjefts without rcfpecl.of perfont. 
None who had borne the furname of Ruthveii Baifow^t 

MSS 

were permitted, under the penalty of high trea- 
fon, to approach within ten miles of his per* 
fon. His highlanders alone continued turbu- 
lent ; for I .find that in the beginning of the 
year 160^, the laird of Mac Gregor, at thc^ *^**** 
head of four hundred of his clan, entered the 
county of Lienox, where he barbaroufly put 
two hundred people to the fword. ElizabetK- 
liad now loft great part of her popularity, 
and did not attempt to give James uneafineft. 
The Spaniards had invaded Ireland ; and he 
made a merit with her in not ailifting them : 
add to this, that ihe was embroiled at this time 
with the court of France. 

The jefuits, however, were ingenious enough ^^wf^ 
to create fome trouble to James. They go- l**'g|'^ 
verned the court of Spain ; and that king had 
never loft fight of the pretended bequeathmeot 
made by Mary queen of Scotland of her right 

to 
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A;D.i6os. tQ the Englifli crown, in favour of his family. 
Pamphlets were written in favour of the in- 
fanta ; but as flie had not the fmalleft fliadow 
of right, the jefuits threw their eyes upon the 
lady Arabella Stuart. She was the daughter 
of the earl of Lenox, the only furviving bro- 
ther of the lord Darnley, father to James. 
At firft, they projefted a match between her 
and the prin^ce of Savoy, to whom his Catho- 
lic majefty was to refign all his title by Mary's 
deftination. This fcheme being rejected by 
the court of Spain, tlfey had recourfe to Ed- 
ward the fixth's teftament ; and they brought 
about a marriage between her and a fon of the 
Seymour family, who was the heir male of the 
Grey and Brandon families, who flood in the 
fucceifion, by Edward's will, before Elizabeth 
herfelf, as defcending from Mary queen-dow- 
ager of France, younger fifter to Henry the 
eighth. James was not infenfible of thofe in- 
trigues ; and it fecms to be pretty certain that 
he made, about this time, certain very indecent 
advances to the court of Rome to break their 
force. Some of the Scotch Roman catholics 
employed one Ogilby, a jefuit, who pretended 
to have a commiffion from James, offering to 
embrace the Roman catholic religion, to extir- 
pate proteftantifm in his dominions, and to de- 
piCxfe Elizabeth, if he was ifupplied with troops, 
atfd a penfion from Spain. His propofals were 
referred to one Cecil, a £hrewd»>ieniible; Eng- 
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lifh jefuit, then refiding at Madrid, whodif- A.p. i6o» 
covered Ogilby to be an impoftor. This flioolt 
the credit of the jefuits ; and Parfons retracted 
the famous book which he had written in fa- 
vour of the^ infanta's title to the crown of- 
Britain. 

Though James cleared himfelf, to the faCtis- 
faftion of Elizabeth arid her minifters, fJroni 
having any concern in Ogilby's negotiation, • 
yet he could not prevent then! and Henrjr the 
fourth of France from perceiving that hie hkd 
an unnatural intereft at the court of Rome.' 
The marquis de Rofriy, afterwards the famous 
duke of Sully, infinuated to Win\vood, as if 
James had been fecretly gained over to thef e-^ 
ligion, intereft, and views of th^t church; atfd 
Henry certainly thought that he had entered 
into fome dangerous connexions with the 
court of Spain ; for which reafon he ordered 
his minifters to have a watchful eye over the 
Scotch agents at Rome. Great part of this^ 
jealoufy, which was far from being ill founded, 
arofe from the intrigues of the queen, wha 
had her fpies and agents at Rome and Madrid,: 
unknown to James, though we are in the dark 
as to many particulars. It happened fortu- 
nately for James, that many of the Roman ca* 
tholic Englifti and Scotch exiles, though they 
retained their religion, were men of virtijie 
and principle, and detefted the pradices /of 
the jefuits, which tended to render their ooun^ 

try 
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A. p. idol, ipjr dependent upon the pope and the Catholic 
king. ^ They (ent intellig(2nce of all they cpuld 
learn to .£lizabet}i ; gn^» a^ the^fam^ timej. im* 
plbredlier pardon^ a,nd begged. that they naigh^ 
be JSftored to th/eir. country.. , This wag n fa- 
irpur by no means confident with her plan of 
PpUtic$ { for ihe foupd their fervici^s too ufeful 
9broidj to .readmit them to England. Their 
d^fcoyeries^ however, had tjbe good eflFeft to 
Cfeate a total rupture between the jefuits and 
t)|e fecul;9.r clergy, which lafled to the middle 
of. phjtrle3 the fecond's reign. According to 
C^rudeni the Spanifli jefuits had, ati this time, 
^ftually formed a fcheme for murdering Eliza* 
b0th» and for getting James afide from her Xuccef- 
fiojft, which was prevented by Elizabeth's im- 
mediately expelling their order out of Eng- 
lajDid. 
His cao- . While James was tampering with the court 
jjMtcon- ^j Rome, he feat Hamilton, one of his do- 
meftics, to England with letters, all written by 
lusow^x hand, to be fhewn to his friends, dif- 
claiming all conneifkions with the pope, and fo- 
lem^nly promifing, at his accefiion, to maintain 
the .church of England, as by law eftabliflxed. 
Thofe affurances had all the effefts he could dc- 
fere. The moderate party in England wilhed 
wall to his fuccefiion, and confidered all the 
rvmours of his advances to popery to be fic- 
tions, invented at Rome by the jefuits. Even 
Elisabeth herielf fecms to haye be^ of that 
^ . opinion. 
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OJrniidDy cfp6chAlf rfter James, inftead of A.D.ie©t; 
]H*effing hcf farth^ upon the fiKCefBoD, had 
crdertd his mlnfflc^s- to congratulate her upon 
her deliverance froitt the treafons of Eflex. 

Though the pfarttculars of Eliajabeth's death, «6o5. 
^itH happineidf or) the twenty-fourth of March' Eul^lbcth. 
ijjoj, nflay bi thought fofeigtt to this hiftofy, 
jret it may be nteCeffary to mentioh fbroe dr* 
Ctrmftaflces pretediifg it. It Is cfertatin, that be* 
fore the dcat!r of Eflex, that nebletnan hadt 
made very dangtt'ou^ propofals to James, ancf 
hud prortttfetf hitiV the afliftafnce of lord Mont- 
joy, who^v^s fhett Eligabeth^s lord-Keutettaiit 
of Ireland, antf at • the head of a viclorioui 
army, to force EKi^afceth to declare Jamca?^i 
fight of fiiccefllofl. Thotfgh Jamcsf declincfd 
following any 'tiolent meafiiTcs, yet he had in* 
ftru(Sed the earl of^ Mar and the abbot of Kin- 
lofs to intercede for Efle:t, and, if needful, t6 
go very great lengths in rcftoring him to tdi 
ct*edit at the En^fft cotitt. Bot"h embaflkdoM 
had a high regard^ for Effex; but finding tha< 
his head Was cut off before theii" arrival at Lon- 
don, they wifely foppreffcd all mention of hirtjl 
in the audience they had of Elizabeth ; arttl 
fecretary Cecil, wHo Was then the firft miniftct 
in England, fupplietf thi^ place of Efle^, bf 
keeping ap^ a- coiVftant, though fccret, corfe* 
fpondenoe with J^mes. After the death of 
Eflex, Elteabeth enjoyed Neither health of body, 
nor tranquillity- of imind. She appeared fome^ 
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A. D. 1603. .times to be delirions ; and it is probable that 
&e overheard the whifpers of her courtiers^ 
about fending for the king of Scotland to take 
Strype'8 the HMinageTnent of the government' Be that 
foM? as it will, it is certain, that before her death, 
p*37** jhe. difcoycred all the iymptoms .o£ defpond- 
ency, and of a fixed averfion tolif^. Her cour- 
'ticrs, in general, were firmly attached to 
James ; and they thought it would ftrengthen 
his title againft the practices both of the jc- 
fuits and. the puritans, if they could obtain 
from her mouth a declaration in his favour* 
Hiftorian3 have laid more ftrefs upon this cir- 
cumfiance than is needful : and it is a matter 
of indifference whether fhe made any fuch de- 
claration or not ; if ihe did, I am of opinion 
that it was fome days before her death, and in 
general, if not ambiguous, terms ; for Ihe* faid 
to the lord- admiral, when Ihe was preparing to 
remove to Richmond, where flie died, ** My 
throne has always been filled by a fucceffion of 
princes, and ought only to go to ray next 
Let. Anort* fceirs.*^ One of her phyficians, who has kft a 
journal of her ficknefs, fays, that ihe had loft 
the power of her tongue for three days before 
her deaA ; fo that I know not what credit to 
give to the reports of her having named the 
king of Scots her fucceffor a few hours before 
her death. The earl of Monmouth in his Me- 
moirs, iays, that " on Wedncfday the twenty- 
third of March ihe grew fpepchlefs. That af- 
ternoon. 
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ternoon, by figns, ihe called for tcr council; a.d..i6o 
and by putting her hand to her head, whctti 
the king of Scots was named to fucceed her; 
they all knew he was the man flie defired 
fhould reign after her;" ^ 

Tfic above I believe to be the faft ; but it ii 
extremely uncertain whether Elizabeth meah^ 
it as a markof herapprobation that James fhould 
fucceed her. Her lords were too good courtiers 
hot to interpret it in that light; and the mb" 
ment the breath was out of her body, the pa-^ 
lace gates were fliut. Gary, afterwards earl of 
Monmouth, and the fame nobleman I have al- 
ready mentioned, by the favour and authority of 
his brother, the lord Hunfdon, was permitted 
to leave the palace ; and (as he had formerly 
promifed to James,) he was the firft who carried 
to him the news of Elizabeth's dekth, together • 

with a blue ring from a fair lady, (who flie was 
does not appear) which James no fooner faw, 
than he pronounced him to be a true mef^ 
fet>gef. 

^ Elizabeth died on the twenty-fifth day of Hcrchj 
March, after living feventy, and reigning forty? 
jfour years, five months, and fome days. Her 
charafter undoubtedly comprehends all the 
excellent qualities that can enter into that of a 
great prince. She was fteady and intrepid. She 
knew the value of money; and was fo judicious 
in her economy, that flie could do greater things 
with a hundred pounds than other monarchs 
-• -^ Ecea could 
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ter. 
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A.D.tepj, cccald ^fea iwrltb itbpufa»4p. Jt is^notta h^ 
4fliied^ thsit ihe raifed h^r Ipn^dom^ wliich ^t 
W acq^ion w^^s w a laijventabl^ condition, to 
ihfi bighj^fl: pitcl^ of glory* Her great arts were 
that of balancing parties at bopafB, aod of divid'^ 
i^g her neiglibQi^i^ abroad; but without re- 
capitulating any part of ber conduct towards 
the Scots, (^n which I have been already fo 
full) it may be juftly queftioned, whether ihe 
4id not purchafe glory at too dear a rate. Her 
. treachery and cruelty toward the unfortunate 
Mary ?ire indcfeijfible, and rendered Scotland - 
a fource pf ^neafinefs to her mind, for 
^hifh no fecurity ihe thereby obtained could 
foinpenfate. The many female fpibles of her 
perfon and difpofition, are Ipft in the luftre of 
^he events th;*|; diftinguifhed her reign; and 
feveral fingularitijjs^ which wpuld have rendered 
another woman ridiculouSt have abfurdly been 
mentioned, by hiftoriatis tX) her honour. They 
have even thrown a veil over the ai^3 ^f tyranny 
and defpotifm that ftain the annals of her feign ; 
and it will be hard to produce a fingle principle 
in the laws or conhitutipu that lh^ did not vio* 
late J but fuccefji has fecurf d. Jiey memory firpu^ 
cenfure* 

I thus take leave of the Hiftpry of Scothnd 
as a feparate kingdom. I am npw to eonfider 
it as an acceflion to a mprc powerful mo» 
parchyi the hiilo;ry of whigj^ I do not under- 
take 
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take in this work** The reader, therefore, is 4,Qti^3f 
not to 6xpedl that I am to be fo particular in 
my narrative as hitherto. My province, as an 
hiftorian, is confined to the events that a£Peded 
Scotland icparately from England, in which 
I ihall l^ as concife as is confident with the ; 
perfpicuity of writing. 



-• \ 



END otTHE^ EIGHTH VOLUME. 
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